
   

 

Page 1 of 16  October 25, 2011 

 

  Minutes of the CPRB Meeting Held on October 25, 2011 (Mtg. No. 140) 
Risen Lord Parish 

3250 California Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15212 

Neighborhood: North Side 

 
Members Present:    Ms. Deborah L. Walker                           Excused:   Mr. Richard M. Carrington  

                                    Mr. Ralph E. Norman         

              Ms. Donna Kramer  

                                           Ms. Leshonda R. Roberts      

Ms. Debora L. Whitfield                 

      Absent:        None    

            Vacancies:   1 Mayoral Selection 

                 

Solicitors: Mr. Hugh F. McGough, Esq.  

         

Staff Present:  

Ms. Elizabeth C. Pittinger, Executive Director      Excused:  Mr. Michael Ayoob, Intake Coordinator 

Ms. Sherri Bridgett, Investigator 

Mrs. Kathy Carson, Investigator 

Ms. Michelle Gamble, Investigator  

Ms. Carolyn Gaskin, Executive Assistant  Vacancies:   Investigative Associate 

 

Administrative Matters: 

 At 6:25 p.m., Ms. Walker called the meeting to order.  

 A motion to adopt the meeting minutes for June 28, 2011 was offered by Ms. Whitfield and 

seconded by Mr. Norman, and approved unanimously.  

Executive Director’s Report  

 Ms. Pittinger discussed the CPRB appointment process, more specifically, the current vacant seat 

and the three incumbent member’s terms that will expire on October 31, 2011.  Ms. Pittinger 

noted that Ms. Walker, Chair sent the required notifications to all concerned parties in a proper 

and timely manner.  Regarding the seat vacated on 6/30/11 with the departure of Rev. Dowing, 

City Council submitted a timely Nominating Resolution (No. 2011-1756) to the Mayor.  The 

Mayor has not returned an appointment to City Council.  Regarding the three expiring terms, 

neither City Council nor the Mayor have acted as prescribed under the City Code, Title Six, 

Article VI, §662.04.   

 A motion to authorize the CPRB Solicitor and Executive Director to take whatever action is 

necessary, including legal action, to facilitate appointments to the CPRB, was made by Ms. 

Whitfield and seconded by Ms. Walker and approved unanimously.  

 Solicitor McGough stated that the language as amended in the City Code continues to provide for 

CPRB members serve until a successor is appointed. 
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 Ms. Pittinger reported on the final outcome of Public Safety Bill No. 2010-0234, sponsored by 

Councilmen Burgess, Lavelle, and Shields.  The Bill received nine City Council votes and passed 

on 10/11/11 and was signed into law by the Mayor on 10/20/11.  The final version of the Bill was 

negotiated by a committee comprised of the Chief of Police, Nate Harper,  Deputy Chief Paul 

Donaldson, Assistant Chiefs Bryant and MacDonald, Executive Assistant to the Chief John 

Warren, President of the FOP, Ft. Pitt Lodge #1 Dan O’Hara, Chair of B-PEP Tim Stevens, the 

facilitator of the Alliance for Police Accountability Brandi Fisher, CPRB Executive Director, Beth 

Pittinger, Council President Darlene Harris, Councilwoman Theresa Kail-Smith, Councilmen 

Reverend Burgess and Bruce Kraus (See Attached).  

 Ms. Pittinger informed the Board that the CPRB investigation into the Jordan Miles incident 

remains suspended pending the outcome of a criminal inquiry underway by the Allegheny County 

District Attorney, as is required by the Pittsburgh City Code. 

 Ms. Pittinger stated that argument on the CPRB’s appeal (No. 2238 C.D. 2010) of Judge 

Wettick’s 9/23/10 decision is scheduled to be heard by a panel of Commonwealth Court Judges on 

Tuesday, November 15, 2011 at 1:00PM in the Supreme Court Room on the eighth floor of the 

City County Building.   

 The 2012 CPRB Meeting Calendar was presented to the Board for review and action.                   

A motion to adopt the 2012 CPRB Meeting Calendar was offered by Ms. Kramer and seconded by 

Mr. Norman. (The calendar will be published in early November). 

 Ms. Pittinger withdrew her recommendation of initiating a study into the policies and procedures 

related to the arrest described in the 5/12/11 article in the City Paper, by Chris Young, entitled, 

Crossing a Thin Blue Line:  Cyclist at heart of unusual Pittsburgh police dispute.  After a lengthy 

discussion on the controversial issues surrounding the incident described in the article (i.e., 

legitimacy of the arrest, potential Miranda violation and a desire to earn court time pay), the 

Board recognized Ms. Pittinger’s withdrawal. 

 Ms. Pittinger recommended that the Board consider evaluating the City’s Police Union Arbitration 

process in order to become familiar with the procedures related to the outcomes of police 

grievances in conjunction with the disciplinary decisions made by police management. 

 A motion to authorize an inquiry into the arbitration procedures and outcomes for the purpose of 

discerning fact from speculation on the outcomes of disciplinary actions taken against Pittsburgh 

police officers was offered by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Ms. Kramer.  Voting in favor of the 

motion: Ms. Walker, Ms. Roberts.  Opposed:  Mr. Norman.  

 Ms. Pittinger mentioned the impending departure of CPRB Solicitor McGough at the end of 2011.  

Ms. Pittinger stated that she and Mr. McGough developed a list of potential successors and 

provided the Board with information regarding potential candidates.  Ms. Pittinger recommended 

engaging Lourdes Sanchez Ridge and Robert J. Ridge of Thorp Reed & Armstrong as successor 

solicitors to Mr. Hugh McGough. 

 A motion to authorize engagement of Lourdes Sanchez Ridge and Robert J. Ridge as CPRB 

Solicitors for 2012 was offered by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Ms. Roberts and approved 

unanimously. 
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 Ms. Pittinger and the Board congratulated Ms. Roberts on winning the “Kiwanian of the Year” 

Award. 

 

Case Review 

 

Ms. Walker moved to the case review agenda (copy attached), 18 cases were reviewed. Copies of the 

agenda were made available to the public. Each case summary was reviewed and acted upon as noted 

(votes unanimous among attending members unless stated otherwise). (Actions taken are published 

here and on the CPRB website, http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cprb/) 
 

Public Comment: 

 

Ms. Walker invited public comment.  No comment was offered. 

 

 

Next Meeting: 

 

Ms. Walker announced that the next regular board meeting is scheduled for 6:00 p.m., Tuesday,  

December 6, 2011 at City Council Chambers, 414 Grant Street, Pittsburgh, PA  15219. 
 

 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Carolyn L. Gaskin 

Executive Assistant 

 

 Attachment (2):  

1. Case Review Agenda/Board Actions 
2. Executive Director’s Report (7/26/11 & 10/25/11) 

http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cprb/
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CPRB CASE REVIEW AGENDA 

CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

PUBLIC HEARING (0) 

FULL INVESTIGATION (10)      

11-40/GAMBLE 

Use of Force 

(12-6, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. used excessive 

force against him 

without cause. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-76/CARSON 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. used excessive 

force during an 

encounter. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-103/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

False Report 

(PBP 62-1, 2.10) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. ticketed him 

unnecessarily. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-108/GAMBLE 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Neglect of Duty 

(PBP 16-1, 3.13) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s acted 

inappropriately. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-113/BRIDGETT 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Neglect of Duty 

(PBP 16-1, 3.13;4) 

Warrantless Search & Seizure 

(PBP 45-2, 6.1) 

 

 

Cx. alleges that she 

was arrested after a 

road rage incident 

involving an off-duty 

S.O. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

 

Action Date: October 25, 2011 
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CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

11-127/GAMBLE 

Conduct Unbecoming a Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

 

Cx. alleges that the S.O. 

has harassed him on 3 

separate occasions. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-138/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the S.O. 

has been harassing her 

and her daughters. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-164/BRIDGETT 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1;2) 

Conduct Unbecoming a Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the S.O.  

used excessive force 

during an encounter. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-169/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s used excessive 

force and illegally 

detained him. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-175-ED 

GAMBLE/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Neglect of Duty 

(PBP 16-1, 3.13) 

Witnesses were 

concerned that the 

S.O.s were 

inappropriate during an 

Anti-Gay Bashing 

Rally. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

30 DAY EXTENSION OF FULL INVESTIGATION (0) 

UNFOUNDED (0) 

UNSUSTAINABLE (2) 

11-02/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6.2) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. prevented him 

from receiving timely 

medical attention. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNSUSTAINABLE 

 
MOVED TO RUDE & 

DISCOURTEOUS 

 HEARING 

Cx. may 

benefit from 

participating in 

the next Rude 

& Discourteous 

Hearing. 
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CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

11-38/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

Lost-Stolen-Abandoned 

Property 

(PBP 37-1, 4.1) 

False Report 

(PBP 62-1, 2.10) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. filed a false 

police report. 

 

DISMISSED AS 

UNSUSTAINABLE 

 
 

Investigator 

has determined 

that this is a 

magistrate 

issue. 

OTHER (6) 

10-67/CARSON 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. used profane 

language and 

unnecessary force 

against her during an 

encounter. 

DISMISSED AS 

RESOLVED 

Cx. is satisfied 

with OMI’s 

disciplinary 

action. 

10-317/CARSON 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

off duty S.O. hit his 

vehicle in a road rage 

incident. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

Criminal 

charges are 

pending against 

the S.O. 

11-49/BRIDGETT 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. acted 

inappropriately 

during a traffic 

encounter. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

Investigator is 

awaiting S.O. 

statements. 

11-85/GAMBLE 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. arrested him 

without cause. 

DISMISSED DUE TO 

THE CX’S LACK OF 

COOPERATION 

Investigator 

made several 

attempts to 

contact the Cx. 

11-100/CARSON 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. was rude and 

discourteous and 

detained him 

unlawfully. 

ACCEPTED CX.’S 

REQUEST TO 

WITHDRAW 

The Cx. wishes 

to withdraw the 

complaint. 

11-121/GAMBLE 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s handled a 

pursuit in an 

unprofessional 

manner. 

DISMISSED AS  

MEDIATED 

Cx. spoke with 

PBP Sgt and 

deemed it a 

satisfactory 

outcome.  
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