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  Minutes of the CPRB Meeting Held on January 24, 2012 (Mtg. No. 142) 
City Council Chambers 

510 City County Building 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 

Neighborhood: Citywide 

 
Members Present:    Ms. Deborah L. Walker                           Excused:   Mr. Richard M. Carrington  

                                    Mr. Ralph E. Norman       Ms. Donna Kramer  

              Ms. Leshonda R. Roberts  

                                           Ms. Debora L. Whitfield      

                   

      Absent:        None    

            Vacancies:   1 Mayoral Selection 

                 

Solicitors: Mr. Robert J. Ridge & Ms. Lourdes Sanchez Ridge  

         

Staff Present:  

Ms. Elizabeth C. Pittinger, Executive Director      Excused:   

Mr. Michael Ayoob, Intake Coordinator 

Ms. Sherri Bridgett, Investigator 

Mrs. Kathy Carson, Investigator 

Ms. Michelle Gamble, Investigator  

Ms. Carolyn Gaskin, Executive Assistant  Vacancies:   Investigative Associate 

 

Administrative Matters: 

 Ms. Walker, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m.  

 Ms. Walker reported that the Board met in Executive Session prior to the meeting to discuss 

matters concerning ongoing litigation. 

 A motion to adopt the meeting minutes for December 6, 2011 was offered by Ms. Whitfield and 

seconded by Mr. Norman, and approved unanimously.  

 A motion to appeal the Commonwealth Court decision (GD 10-001338) to the Supreme Court, 

was offered by Mr. Norman and seconded by Ms.Whitfield, and approved unanimously.   

 Ms. Walker and the Board acknowledged and congratulated Ms. Pittinger on 13 years of service 

as the Executive Director of the CPRB. 

Executive Director’s Report  

 Ms. Pittinger reported that there has been no change regarding the CPRB appointment process 

(one vacant seat and the three incumbent expired member’s terms).  To date, neither City Council 

nor the Mayor have acted as prescribed under the City Code, Title Six, Article VI, §662.04.   

 Ms. Pittinger reminded the Board of the Rude & Discourteous Hearing scheduled for 6 p.m., 

Tuesday, January 31, 2012 at City Council Chambers.   
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 Ms. Pittinger reported on the progress of the 2012 CPRB/Solicitor Contract with Robert J. Ridge, 

Esq. and Lourdes Sanchez Ridge, Esq. of Thorp Reed & Armstrong.  At this time, the City’s 2012 

Annual Budget has not yet been approved and all financial proceedings are being held until 

further notice.   

 Ms. Pittinger announced that the play “The Gammage Project” which was written by Attilio 

Favorini and directed by Mark Clayton Southers will open to the public on February 9, 2012.  The 

play is a dramatization of the death of Jonny Gammage and the resultant legal case. Ms. Pittinger 

noted that she and other community representatives are portrayed in the show and will participate 

in a series of talk back sessions following the performance.  Information regarding show dates, 

times and locations was distributed prior to the meeting. 

Case Review 

 

Ms. Walker moved to the case review agenda (copy attached), 17 cases were reviewed. Copies of the 

agenda were made available to the public. Each case summary was reviewed and acted upon as noted 

(votes unanimous among attending members unless stated otherwise). (Actions taken are published 

here and on the CPRB website, http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cprb/) 
 

Public Comment: 

 

Ms. Walker invited public comment.  Public comment was made by Mr. Mark Ozark and Mr. Harry 

Liller. 

 

 

Next Meeting: 

 

Ms. Walker announced that the Rude & Discourteous Hearing is scheduled for 6p.m., Tuesday, 

January 31, 2012 at City Council Chambers and that the next regular board meeting is scheduled for 

6p.m., Tuesday, February 28, 2012 at City Council Chambers, 414 Grant Street, Pittsburgh, PA  

15219. 
 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Carolyn L. Gaskin 

Executive Assistant 

 

 Attachment (2):  

1. Case Review Agenda/Board Actions 
2. Executive Director’s Report (1/24/12) 

http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cprb/


   

 

Page 3 of 8  January 24, 2012 

 

CPRB CASE REVIEW AGENDA 

CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

PUBLIC HEARING (0) 

FULL INVESTIGATION (2)      

11-207/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s are harassing 

him. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

11-258/BRIDGETT 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6;2) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7;3) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19:4) 

Warrantless Search & 

Seizures 

(PBP 45-2, 3.0) 

Cx. alleges that he 

was detained by the 

S.O.s without cause. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

30 DAY EXTENSION OF FULL INVESTIGATION (3) 

11-186/CARSON 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

False Report 

(PBP 62-1, 2.10) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. is harassing him 

because of his sexual 

orientation. 

AUTHORIZED 30 

DAY EXTENSION 

Interviews need 

to be 

conducted. 

11-199/CARSON 

Obedience to Orders &/or 

Laws 

(PBP 16-1, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Property of Prisoners and 

Suspects 

(PBP 50-2, 7.0) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. stole his 

personal property. 

AUTHORIZED 30 

DAY EXTENSION 

The 

Investigator is 

awaiting 

information 

from the ACJ. 

11-203/GAMBLE 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Neglect of Duty 

(PBP 16-1, 3.13) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. threatened her 

after he responded to 

a 911 call. 

AUTHORIZED 30 

DAY EXTENSION 

The 

Investigator is 

awaiting 

information 

from OMI.  

Action Date:  January 24, 2012 
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CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

UNFOUNDED (6) 

11-108/GAMBLE 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Neglect of Duty 

(PBP 16-1, 3.13) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s acted 

inappropriately. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

There is no 

evidence to 

support the 

Cx.’s 

allegations. 

11-189/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

 

Cx. alleges that he is 

being harassed by the 

S.O. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

There is no 

evidence to 

support the 

Cx.’s 

allegations. 

11-206/BRIDGETT 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6; 3.1;2) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6;3) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19;4) 

False Report 

(PBP 62-1; 2.10) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s shot and killed 

his dog. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

The S.O.s did 

not violate any 

PBP policy or 

procedure. 

11-221/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s harassed him. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

There is no 

evidence to 

support the 

Cx.’s 

allegations. 

11-225/GAMBLE 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s acted 

inappropriately 

during the incident. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

There is no 

evidence to 

support the 

Cx.’s 

allegations. 

11-262/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Neglect of Duty 

(PBP 16-1, 3.13) 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Cx. alleges that she 

was injured during an 

unlawful arrest. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

PBP officers 

were not 

involved in the 

alleged 

physical 

altercation. 
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CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

UNSUSTAINABLE (2) 

10-199/GAMBLE 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx.s allege that the 

S.O. has harassed 

them on more than 

one occasion. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNSUSTAINABLE 

There is no 

evidence to 

support the 

Cx.’s 

allegations. 

11-176/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Cx. alleges that he 

was verbally abused 

by the S.O. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNSUSTAINABLE 

 

MOVED TO RUDE 

& DISCOURTEOUS 

HEARING 

Cx. may 

benefit from 

participating in 

the next Rude 

& Discourteous 

Hearing. 

OTHER (4) 

11-76/CARSON 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. used excessive 

force during an 

encounter. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

Investigator is 

awaiting the 

outcome of the 

Cx.’s trial. 

11-164/BRIDGETT 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1;2) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. used excessive 

force during an 

encounter. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

Investigator is 

awaiting 

requested 

information. 

11-169/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s used excessive 

force and illegally 

detained him. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

Investigator is 

awaiting 

information. 

11-281/BRIDGETT 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 5.1) 

Discharge of Firearms 

(PBP 12-7, 2.1;3) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Cx. alleges that her 

brother was fatally 

injured by the S.O. 

without cause. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

Pending the 

disposition of 

the Medical  

Examiner and 

the District 

Attorney’s 

inquiry. 
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