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  Minutes of the CPRB Meeting Held on February 28, 2012 (Mtg. No. 143) 
City Council Chambers 

510 City County Building 
Pittsburgh, PA  15219 

Neighborhood: Citywide 

 
Members Present:    Ms. Deborah L. Walker                           Excused:   Mr. Richard M. Carrington  

                                    Mr. Ralph E. Norman       Ms. Donna Kramer  

              Ms. Leshonda R. Roberts  

                                           Ms. Debora L. Whitfield      

                   

      Absent:        None    

            Vacancies:   1 Mayoral Selection 

                 

Solicitors: Mr. Robert J. Ridge  

         

Staff Present:  

Ms. Elizabeth C. Pittinger, Executive Director      Excused:   

Mr. Michael Ayoob, Intake Coordinator 

Ms. Sherri Bridgett, Investigator 

Mrs. Kathy Carson, Investigator 

Ms. Michelle Gamble, Investigator  

Ms. Carolyn Gaskin, Executive Assistant  Vacancies:   Investigative Associate 

 

Administrative Matters: 

 Ms. Walker, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:35p.m.  

 Ms. Walker reported that the Board met in Executive Session prior to the meeting to discuss 

personnel matters. 

 A motion to adopt the meeting minutes for January 24, 2012 was offered by Mr. Norman and 

seconded by Ms. Roberts, and approved unanimously.  

 A motion to authorize the Executive Director to initiate inquiries when no sworn complaint has 

been received at the time which would be most appropriate to determine facts and circumstances 

related to the Pittsburgh Bureau of Police, was offered by Ms. Roberts and seconded by Ms. 

Whitfield, and approved unanimously.   

 A motion to continue the Executive Director’s authorization to issue subpoenas on behalf of the 

CPRB as necessary to facilitate prompt acquisition of materials, documents and information 

related to any authorized CPRB investigation and all other inquiries legitimately initiated on 

behalf of the CPRB and to summon parties to appear before CPRB panels convened to hear any 

matter to which the parties are related, was offered by Ms. Whitfield and seconded by Ms. 

Roberts, and approved unanimously.  

Executive Director’s Report (Attached and made a part of the meeting record). 

 

 

CITIZEN POLICE REVIEW BOARD 
816 Fifth Avenue, Suite 400 

Pittsburgh PA 15219 

412-765-8023 Telephone – 412-765-8059 Facsimile 

cprb@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 

Approved 

3/27/12 
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Case Review 

 

Ms. Walker moved to the case review agenda (copy attached), 11 cases were reviewed. Copies of the 

agenda were made available to the public. Each case summary was reviewed and acted upon as noted 

(votes unanimous among attending members unless stated otherwise). (Actions taken are published 

here and on the CPRB website, http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cprb/) 
 

Public Comment: 

 

Ms. Walker invited public comment.  No public comment was made. 

 

Next Meeting: 

 

The next regular board meeting is scheduled for 6p.m., Tuesday, March 27, 2012 at the Sheraden 

Senior Center, 720 Sherwood Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15204. 
 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Carolyn L. Gaskin 

Executive Assistant 

 

 Attachment (2):  

1. Case Review Agenda/Board Actions 
2. Executive Director’s Report (2/28/12) 

http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cprb/


   

 

Page 3 of 10  February 28, 2012 

 

CPRB CASE REVIEW AGENDA 

CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

PUBLIC HEARING (0) 

FULL INVESTIGATION (2)      

12-17-P/GAMBLE 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Warrantless Search & 

Searches 

(PBP 45-2, 5.2) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s acted 

inappropriately 

during an encounter. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

12-19/BRIDGETT 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. was very rude 

during a traffic stop. 

AUTHORIZED FULL 

INVESTIGATION 

Preliminary 

evidence 

suggests more 

investigation 

time is needed. 

30 DAY EXTENSION OF FULL INVESTIGATION (1) 

11-258/BRIDGETT 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

Warrantless Search & 

Seizures 

(PBP 45-2, 3.0) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. threatened her 

after he responded to 

a 911 call. 

AUTHORIZED 30 

DAY EXTENSION 

A possible 

witness needs 

to be located 

and 

interviewed.  

UNFOUNDED (4) 

74-07/ 

LEFCOWITZ & 

CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s used racial 

slurs toward her. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

 
MOVED TO RUDE & 

DISCOURTEOUS 

HEARING 

There is not 

sufficient 

evidence to 

support the 

Cx.’s 

allegations. 

11-37/GAMBLE 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s are retaliating 

against him and his 

family. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

The evidence 

provided does 

not support the 

Cx.’s 

allegations. 

11-207/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O.s are harassing 

him. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

The S.O.s did 

not violate any 

PBP policy or 

procedure. 

Action Date:  February 28, 2012 
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CPRB CASE NO. 

INVESTIGATOR 
ALLEGATION(S) SUMMARY RECOMMENDATION RATIONALE 

12-02-P/CARSON 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Use of Force 

(PBP 12-6, 3.1) 

Obedience to Laws &/or Orders 

(PBP 16-1, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

False Report 

(PBP 62-1, 2.10) 

Cx. alleges that the S.O. 

has a vendetta against 

him. 

DISMISSED AS 

UNFOUNDED 

The S.O. was not 

involved in the 

alleged incident. 

UNSUSTAINABLE (0) 

OTHER (4) 

359-07/CARSON 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Neglect of Duty 

(PBP 16-1, 3.13) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP16-1, 3.19) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. has been 

harassing her son at 

his place of business. 

DISMISSED AS 

RESOLVED 

A PBP 

Commander 

worked with 

the Cx. to 

resolve the 

issue. 

11-186/CARSON 

Unbiased Policing 

(PBP 11-3, 4.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Conduct Toward the Public 

(PBP 16-1, 3.7) 

Truthfulness 

(PBP 16-1, 3.19) 

False Report 

(PBP 62-1, 2.10) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. is harassing him 

because of his sexual 

orientation. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

Pending the 

outcome of the 

Cx.’s 

upcoming trial. 

11-199/CARSON 

Obedience to Orders &/or 

Laws 

(PBP 16-1, 3.1) 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1, 3.6) 

Property of Prisoners and 

Suspects 

(PBP 50-2, 7.0) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. stole his 

personal property. 

AUTHORIZED 

SUSPENSION 

The S.O. needs 

to be 

interviewed. 

12-22/BRIDGETT 

Conduct Unbecoming a 

Member 

(PBP 16-1,. 3.6) 

Cx. alleges that the 

S.O. made derogatory 

statements about him 

on Facebook. 

ACCEPTED CX’S 

REQUEST TO 

WITHDRAW 

The Cx. does 

not wish to 

pursue the 

complaint. 
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