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  CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

      DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
   
 
                                         LUKE RAVENSTAHL,   Mayor                                    LOUANN HORAN, Acting Director 
 
November 5, 2013 
 
Dear Principal/Art Teacher, 
 
Your school is invited to participate in the 2013 All City School Holiday Ornament Project that creates 
ornaments for the City’s holiday tree and Tree Lighting Ceremony.  The ceremony will be held: 
 

Friday, November 22nd 
Noon to 1:00 pm 

City-County Building Portico 
 

Mayor Ravenstahl and the City of Pittsburgh, Department of Parks and Recreation (Citiparks) invite 
public, private, parochial and chartered schools to participate by creating an ornament to exhibit on the 
holiday tree.  This year’s theme, The Ties That Bind inspires students to create ornaments that show how 
they are tied together to their family, friends and community this holiday season.  The source material for 
the ornaments is neckties.  Students are encouraged to gather the ties from teachers, community leaders 
and inspiring individuals in their life.  With the use of the neckties students can weave together a story or 
create a picturesque collage telling how they are tied together to the people around them.  Student 
ornaments will be showcased at the Tree Lighting Ceremony at noon with Mayor Ravenstahl and will 
remain on the tree throughout the holiday season. 
 
The City will present each participating school with a certificate.  The school that best exemplifies the 
theme will receive special recognition on Friday, November 22nd.   Schools are also encouraged to send 
representatives to attend the ceremony to enjoy cookies and hot drinks while listening to a concert of 
holiday music that adds to the afternoon festivities. 
 
Send ornaments to: Citiparks, Room 459, City-County Building, 414 Grant Street, Pittsburgh, PA 15219. 
Ornaments should be received no later than Thursday, November 21 by 4:30 pm.  Please remember to 
fill out and attach your school’s submission form.  Ornaments will not be returned.  If you have any 
questions about the Ornament Project, please direct your call to Citiparks’ Community Enrichment 
Program Office at 412-665-3665. 
 
Please join us for this festive holiday celebration that promotes holiday giving and The Ties That Bind!   
 
Sincerely, 
  Leona Frankowski 
Leona Frankowski 
Arts Education Coordinator 
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