
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chairman, 

Pittsburgh Land Bank 

 

Rev. Ricky V. Burgess                   

 

CITY OF PITTSBURGH 
   OFFICE OF CITY COUNCIL 

    510 City-County Building 
414 Grant Street Pittsburgh, PA 15219 

        412-255-2137 Fax: 412-255-8658 

     reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov 

Senator Joseph Scarnati Senator Jay Costa 

Senate President Pro-Tempore Senate Democratic Leader 

Pennsylvania General Assembly Pennsylvania General Assembly 

Senate Box 203025 Senate Box 203043 

Harrisburg, PA 17120 Harrisburg, PA 17120 

  

Re: House Bill 1500 

Senator Scarnati and Senator Costa, 

I understand that House Bill 1500 is currently awaiting consideration for final passage in the Senate. On behalf 

of the Board of the Pittsburgh Land Bank, I respectfully urge you to give the bill favorable consideration in the 

Senate and return it to the House of Representative for concurrence. 

As originally introduced, HB1500 would expand the power of Land Banks to enter into partnerships and 

collaborative relationships with outside parties for the purpose of creating housing for homeless individuals. 

An amendment passed by the Senate on second consideration added language that clarifies that Land Banks 

are exempt from paying state and local Realty Transfer Taxes when they transact property.  

These modifications will provide powerful and meaningful tools to Land Banks across the Commonwealth as 

they seek to fulfill their missions to return vacant, abandoned, and tax-delinquent property to economically 

productive and publicly beneficial use. The addition of a specific mandate to address the need for housing for 

the homeless reinforces Land Banks’ charge to reverse and remediate the negative economic and social 

consequences of blight and disinvestment in urban communities, and provides new options for municipalities 

to address the needs of vulnerable populations.  

Explicitly exempting Land Banks from paying state and local Realty Transfer Taxes clarifies the tax-exempt 

nature of Land Banks and their important role in community-oriented economic development. We appreciate 

that language to this effect was recently included in the Tax Code amendment that was passed as a part of the 

2016-17 Budget Package, but wish to underscore the importance of inserting companion language directly into 

Title 68 to ensure that the General Assembly’s original intent to exempt Land Banks from Realty Transfer 

Taxes is both clear and permanent.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at reverend.burgess@pittsburghpa.gov or 

412.255.2137. 

Thank you for your consideration.  

Sincerely, 

 

Reverend Ricky Burgess 

Chair, Pittsburgh Land Bank  
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