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August 6, 2012
Dear Homeless Provider:

Allegheny County Economic Development and the City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning wish to announce that applications are available for the 2012 Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program.  Funds are awarded to both jurisdictions from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

The Homeless Emergency Assistance and Rapid Transition to Housing Act of 2009 (HEARTH Act) amended the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, including major revisions to the Emergency Shelter Grant Program, now the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) Program.

ESG funds can be used for the following eligible program components:

•  Street Outreach – Essential services related to reaching out to unsheltered homeless        individiuals and families, connecting them with emergency shelter, housing or non-facilitty based care.  Eligible costs include engagement, case management, emergency health and mental health services, and transporation.

•  Emergency Shelter

1) Providing essential services, including services to special populations, to homeless families and individual in emergency shelters
2) Renovating buildings to be used as emergency shelter for homeless families and individuals; and
3) Operating emergency shelters- Because these costs are focused on emergency shelter, a transitional facility will only be eligible to receive Emergency Solution Grant funds for these costs if:
It meets BOTH of the followoing criteria under the new emergency shelter definition:
                                                                                                        a)  Its primary purpose is to provide a temporary shelter for the homeless      in general or for specific populations of the homeless; and                                b)  It does not require occupants to sign leases or occupancy agreements.

•  Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing component- Funds may be used for rental assistance and housing relocation stabilization services.  Staff salaries related to carrying out rapid re-housing and homelessness prevention activities are also eligible.

a)  Homeless Prevention- Provisions under this category include individuals and families who are at imminent rise, or at risk of homelessness.  Individuals and famillies must have an income at or below 30% of the Area Median Income.  Activities are designed  to prevent persons from becoming homeless in a shelter or an unsheltered situation, to help such persons regain stability in their current housing or other permanent housing.

b) Rapid Re-housing – Provisions under this category include individuals and families who are literally homeless.  Activities are designed to help persons living on the streets, in an emergency shelter, or place not meant for human habitation transition into permanent housing and achieve housing stability.

c) Housing Quality Inspections and Rent Reasonableness
•  Conduct Housing Quality Inspections on each unit per HUD Standards                   •  Prepare reports and correspondence and follow-up inpections as needed                  •  Complete Rent Reasonableness Analysis

Please note that these funds are competitive and there will be a mandatory meeting for any agency that is interested in applying for these funds on Tuesday, August 14, 2012 at 9:00 AM at 200 Ross Street, 1st Floor Conference, Pittsburgh, PA  15219.  If  you do not attend the mandatory meeting, we will be unable to accept your application.

Applications will be reviewed and funding decisions will be made jointly by the City and County to make sure that the services provided address the needs of their clients in a way that begins to move them to housing stability.

All applications are due no later than 3:00 PM, Monday, August 27, 2012.                 Please send the original and five (5) copies to the following address
Tammy Pifer, Project Manager                                                                                  Allegheny County Economic Development                                                                     425 Sixth Avenue, Suite 800                                                                                          Pittsburgh, PA  15219      

Postmarked dates do not meet the deadline.  If you would like an electronic version of this application, please email Elizabeth Daniels-Totten, Department of City Planning at elizabeth.daniels-totten@pittsburghpa.gov.  The application is also available online at www.pittsburgh.ps.us/cp or www.economic.alleghenycounty.us.

Sincerely,

Susan Scheuring, C.D. Program Supervisor                                                                        Department of City Planning
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