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PROPOSED RECERTIFICATION OF RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMI PROGRAM 

AREA “P” 
 
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
On May 25, 1993 Title 5 of the Pittsburgh Code Chapter 549, of the Residential Parking 
Permit Program (RPPP), section 549.06 was amended so that the Parking Permit Officer 
(Planning Director) would verify to City Council every four years that affected residents 
still need and desire the program.  This ordinance currently reads that in determining to 
renew a designated area for the RPPP., the Parking Permit Officer (Planning Director) 
shall certify the continued existence of the primary impactor on which official 
designation was based, and certify that seventy percent of households, by petition, survey 
or combination thereof, still desire participation in the program.  Part of this verification 
includes a briefing of the City Planning Commission prior to submitting verification to 
City Council. 
 
 
2. RPPP DISTRICT 
 
The area to be recertified is Area “P”, Uptown/Bluff (see map on page 5).  This district 
includes most of the streets bounded by Marion Street, Watson Street, Seneca Street (not 
inclusive) and the Boulevard of the Allies. 
  
3. BACKGROUND 
 
Originally, the reason for lack of sufficient legal on-street parking spaces for residents in 
Uptown/Bluff, Area “P” was due to commuters to Downtown. 
 
The Uptown/Bluff residents desired to reduce this volume of non-residential parking on 
residential streets by establishing a residential parking program as a means of achieving 
this reduction.  Area “P” RPPP was approved in August of 1989.  It was last recertified 
on September 26, 2006. 
 
 
4 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
 
Recertification is based on the questionnaire results, parking survey, an analysis of 
primary impactors, and feedback from community leaders. 
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The following is a summary with the key points highlighted: 
 
 
a. QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 
 
By sending out questionnaires, the RPPP was able to determine that the majority of 
Uptown/Bluff residents still desired the program.  Of the 250 questionnaires sent 
this year, 9 were returned (3%) showing that 97% (27% more than the required 
criteria) were still in favor of the program.  The questionnaires showed that only 
8% of permit holders, with an opinion, believe the program had created hardships 
for them, 67% found it easier or the same to park near their homes in the last year, 
33% found it more difficult  
 
o 50% of the permit holders, with an opinion, found it difficult to park near their 

home prior to the implementation of the program. 
o 91% of the permit holders, with an opinion, are satisfied with the boundaries of the 

program. 
o 85% are satisfied with hours of the program. 
o 58% are satisfied with enforcement of the program. 
 
The greatest number of comments were regarding the desire to increase the non-residents parking grace 
period. The city ordinance allows the grace period to be extended to a maximum of two hours, and we are 
currently looking into the need for this change in Area “P.” The second greatest comment was a desire for 
more visitors’ passes. An increase in the amount of visitor passes would only decrease parking availability 
to regular permit holders. An increase in the amount of visitor passes for one area would also require a 
change in the City Ordinance, which would affect every other Residential Parking Permit Program area in 
the city. At this time, there is not a generally perceived need to do that. The third greatest comment was 
regarding the need for greater enforcement.  
 
 
b. PARKING SURVEY RESULTS 
 
The Parking Survey Results were inconclusive for Uptown/Bluff due lack of an 
adequate amount of on-street parkers and insufficient RPPP signage.  
 
The results of the on-street parking inventory and parking accumulation counts for the 
summer of 2013 were surveyed on May 21, 2013.  
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c. PRIMARY IMPACTORS 
 
The ordinance requires us to identify that the primary impactors are still in 
existence.  The primary impactors for Area “P” are the various businesses located 
in downtown. We had contacted the City of Pittsburgh’s Finance office and asked 
them to verify the existence of the offices of the City of Pittsburgh, located 
Downtown.  
 
 
d. FEEDBACK FROM THE COMMUNITY 
 
There was a community meeting held at Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship Church on 
April 16, 2013. There was unanimous support for the program from all five 
attendees. Permit holders recommended change of enforcement days and hours. 
Currently Area “P” is enforced from 7 A.M to 7 P.M. , Monday through Saturday; 
residents suggested new enforcement from 7 A.M to 8:30 P.M., Monday through 
Saturday.     
 
 
5.  RECERTIFICATION 
 
As conclusion, our analysis has shown that, 97%, 27% more than the required criteria of 
70% for inclusion into the program, are still in favor of the program.  Second, the 
Residential Parking Permit for the Uptown/Bluff, Area “P”, has freed-up 69% available 
spaces for the residents in 1997, compared with 16% being available before 
implementation of the program.  This is an increase of 53% more spaces available.  
Third, parking by commuters using the primary impactor, downtown commuters, are 
still impacting residential streets in the area.  Last, the permit holders are in favor of 
recertifying Area “P” (Uptown/Bluff). 
 
Because of this analysis, it is recommended that RPPP Area “P” (Uptown/Bluff) be 
recertified. 
 
 
 


