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Mobility in Pittsburgh 



Cities for People 



What is a Complete 
Street? 

Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guide 

Complete Streets are streets for everyone:  
pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists, and transit riders. 



• Integrating Land Use & Transportation  
• We cannot have great neighborhoods 

without strong multi-modal access within 
and between them 

• Streets are the most important public space 

Connecting the City 



Connecting the City 



Current: 
Draft Policy for 
Public Review 

Summary of Past Work 

Spring 2016: 
Stakeholder Engagement 

Spring 2015: Executive Order 

Winter 2015: Public Launch 



Executive Order & Data Collection 



Public Launch 

December 2015 Public Meeting 
 

• 200+ attendees 
• 55 comment cards 



Smart Growth America Workshop 

December 2015 
Stakeholder Workshop 

 

• 30+ attendees 
• 3 expert speakers 
• Report from SGA 

ACCESS 



Stakeholder Outreach 
Stakeholder 2016 Dates 

Accessibility Meetup +  
City-County Task Force on Disabilities 

1/19 + 6/20 

Department of Public Works 3/18, ongoing 

Mayor’s Office 3/22 + 5/12 

Initial Stakeholder Group 12/3, 3/24 

PCRG’s GoBurgh advocacy group 4/6 + 5/7 

PWSA 4/15 

PennDOT 4/18 

County 6/9 

ULI Development Community 6/23 



To change practice, 
integrating the needs 
of all road users into 
everyday 
transportation 
planning and design 
practices. 

Why adopt a policy? 



Why adopt a policy? 

To gradually create a 
complete network of 
streets that serve all 
users. 



Why adopt a policy? 

• To save money: in the 
long run, retrofit 
projects always cost 
more than getting it 
right the first time. 



Why adopt a policy? 

To ultimately have 
better development, 
better public spaces 
and a more livable 
city moving forward. 



“The City of Pittsburgh’s Complete Streets Policy shall create a 
safe, accessible, and livable mobility network for users of all 
ages and abilities including, but not limited to, pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorists, transit riders and freight vehicles.  
 
The City must consider all new transportation improvement 
projects within the City’s public realm as opportunities for 
multi-modal infrastructure that will enhance mobility and 
livability for all people, integrating strategies from a palette 
multi-modal street improvements into ongoing transportation 
improvements as a matter of routine.” 

Vision 



Policy Outline 

1. Justification 
2. Intro 
3. Principles 
4. Applicability & Jurisdiction 
5. Exceptions 
6. Implementation 



Experience 
Environment 

Economy 
Access 

Efficiency 

Principles 



Experience 

a) Safe and 
comfortable travel for 
all users 

b) Public realm and 
open space. 

Seymour Street, Vancouver. Source: 
https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/categ
ory/car-oriented-environment/  

https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/category/car-oriented-environment/
https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/category/car-oriented-environment/
https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/category/car-oriented-environment/
https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/category/car-oriented-environment/
https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/category/car-oriented-environment/
https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/category/car-oriented-environment/
https://mycityspot.wordpress.com/category/car-oriented-environment/


Environment 

Schenley Drive, Pittsburgh. Source: Kristin Saunders,  Dept. of City Planning 

c) Improve public 
health 

a) Preserve and 
protect Pittsburgh’s 
environment.  

b) Stormwater 
management 

Yellow Brick Road Permeable Paving, Pittsburgh. Source: Melody Rocco, Dept. 
of Public Works 



Economy 

a) Strong workforces have mobility options 

b) Fiscal responsibility  

 
 

East Liberty Transit Station, Pittsburgh. Source: Port Authority Downtown, Pittsburgh. Source: Envision Downtown 



Access 

a) All users, all modes b) Equity & inclusivity 

2015 Open Streets, Pittsburgh. Source: Open Streets Smithfield St Superstop, Pittsburgh. Source:  Envision Downtown 



Efficiency 

a) Connected network 

b) Intelligent 
technology 
partnerships 

c) Model for the 
region and 
opportunity for 
regional leadership 

Connected Intersection. Source: NACTO Urban Street Design Guidelines 



Applicability & Jurisdiction 
1. Development Review  

(New Streets) 

2. Large scale maintenance   

(paving, utility replacements)  

3. Large scale capital 

improvement projects and 

grant asks (full depth 

reconstruction, improvements 

that trigger traffic studies, 

streetscape projects, etc.) 
 

Source: Department of Public Works Paving Website  
http://pittsburghpa.gov/dpw/asphalt-paving 

Applicability and Jurisdiction 



NOT Applicable to: 

1. Private Driveways 

2. Small scale routine 

maintenance  

3. State and County  

projects* 
Source: Darrell Sapp, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette  

http://www.post-gazette.com/news/transportation/2015/05/14/Next-phase-of-
Penn-Avenue-reconstruction-in-works/stories/201505140128 



1. Threat to public safety 
 

2. Undue hardship, significant delay or 
substantial cost burdens upon the City 
 

3. Structurally infeasible  
 
 

Exceptions 



Create Street Design Standards & Checklists 
Better Project Planning & Coordination 

Emphasize Network & Long Range Planning 
Improve Transportation Impact Study guidelines 

Research best practices in Code Updates 
Robust Benchmarking 

 
 

Future Implementation 



Street Design Standards 

• We Have Current 
Standards  
• DPW Standards for 

Construction 
• DPW Right of Way 

Procedures 
• Industry standard 

handbooks 
• DCP Zoning Code 

How can they be 
improved? 

Next Step: Pittsburgh 
Specific Design Manual 



Interim Checklists 

AUSTIN PHILADELPHIA 



Better Project Planning 
• Coordination for 

project planning and 
delivery  

• Establishing a replicable 
process 

• Creating interim 
checklists 

• Prioritizing projects 
with Complete Streets 
elements in state and 
federal grant asks Source: City of Pittsburgh draft Bike Plan 



Importance of Network Planning 



Long Range Planning 

    
    

  
 



Transportation Impact Study 
Guidelines 

• Guidelines for Transportation Impact Studies 
• Vehicle focus >> multimodal LOS 
 

• Currently the only standards in place for TIS’s 
are PennDOT’s manual, which doesn’t apply 
to Pittsburgh 

Source: PennDOT TIS Guidelines 



Zoning Code Research 
• Improve Transportation / 

Land Use Connection 
• Code Requirements vs. 
• Code Incentives 

• More research needed on:  
• Parking reform 
• Developer Impact 

Mitigations 
• Construction Management 
• Sidewalk policies 

 

 
Source: Department of City Planning  Website 
http://pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/ 



Benchmarking + Reporting 
• Linear miles of new bicycle infrastructure 
• Linear feet of new pedestrian infrastructure, including sidewalks, crosswalks and 

multi-use paths 
• Green infrastructure elements added OR gallons of stormwater mitigated 
• Number of intersections retrofitted to be ADA compliant, including curb ramps 

and truncated domes installed, as well as signals upgraded to include audible 
countdowns and pedestrian push buttons. 

• Number of pedestrian, bicycle and vehicle crashes 
• Changes in resident travel behavior as measured by the City’s overall mode split 

and/or mode splits in individual neighborhoods 
• Hours of adequate physical activity 
• Number of new bicycle connections to business districts, high capacity transit 

stops, schools and city parks. 
• Number of pedestrian safety improvements within the walkshed of business 

districts, high capacity transit stops, schools and city parks. 
• Before-and-after peak hour vehicular speeds at project locations 



Advisory Group 
1. Provide feedback on policy development. 

  
2. Guide the City through the development 

of designs standards, code changes, and 
process changes. 
 

3. Review progress reports 
 
 



Legal Review (ongoing) 

     Public Meeting (July 7) 

               Public Comment Period (2.5 weeks) 

                    Public Comment Period Closes (July 25) 

  Planning Commission Hearing (July 26) 

                             Potential City Council Adoption (Sept) 

Next Steps for Summer 2016 



Complete Streets Website 
Draft policy  

text is online 
now! 



http://pittsburghpa.gov/ 
dcp/completestreets  

http://pittsburghpa.gov/


DESIGNING STREETS FOR ALL PEOPLE 
DRIVING 
WALKING    
BIKING   
WATCHING 
GOING TO SCHOOL    
EXPRESSING  NEIGHBORHOOD IDENTITY 
PLAYING    
WAITING  
VENDING/RETAIL 
DELIVERING GOODS 
MEETING FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS    
RUNNING 
CATCHING THE BUS    
SHOPPING 
….etc. 
Butler Street in Lawrenceville during Open Streets 2015, Bike PGH 





Kristin Saunders 
(412) 393-0150 

kristin.saunders@pittsburghpa.gov 
 
 

Akshali Gandhi 
(412) 255-2838 

akshali.gandhi@pittsburghpa.gov 
  

Contacts 



Questions? 
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