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Background and Project Description
The City of Pittsburgh, as a public entity, is required to abide by Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, which covers state and local governments, requires that “no qualified individual with a disability shall, by reason of such disability, be excluded from participation in or be denied the benefits of the services, programs, or activities of a public entity, or be subjected to discrimination by any such entity.” 42 U.S.C.A. § 12132 (2010).  As a result, public entities are required to provide programs and services in an integrated setting to ensure equal opportunity, to make reasonable modifications in policies, practices, and procedures that deny equal access to individuals with disabilities unless a fundamental alteration in the program would result, to furnish auxiliary aids and services when necessary to ensure effective communication, as well as other requirements that guarantee equal access and usability for individuals living with disabilities. (http://www.ada.gov/t2hlt95.htm). 	Despite this federal requirement, The Pittsburgh City Code is not in full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. As a result, ADA Coordinator for the City of Pittsburgh, Richard Meritzer’s goal for several years has been to amend the Pittsburgh City Code to make it fully compliant with the Act in order to provide recourse for Pittsburgh residents living with disabilities when they need to request accommodations for their disability and when their requests are not accommodated.  When Sara Fernandez began her internship in the ADA Office in January of 2013, Mr. Meritzer assigned her the major project of amending the City Code.  Since January, Ms. Fernandez and co-intern Jillian Corbett attempt to tackle one section of the City Code per month in hopes that the project will be completed and ready for City Council approval in the coming months. Once the changes are approved by City Council, integration of the changes begins and Pittsburgh residents living with disabilities will be provided with the opportunities necessary for accommodations to assist them in living more comfortably in Pittsburgh. 
Method
Ms. Fernandez began this project by first researching Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act and the accompanying regulations. Once familiar with the requirements, she spent time researching the true meanings and impacts of the regulations and best practice tips for local governments when working with the Americans with Disabilities Act. At this stage, Ms. Fernandez also investigated the ways in which other cities integrated the Act into their City Codes. Next, Ms. Fernandez began reading through the sections of the Pittsburgh City Code while replacing unfavorable language with language that accommodates the needs of individuals living with disabilities. 										After completion of amendments to one section of the City Code, Ms. Fernandez sent and will continue to send the amendments to the members of the City of Pittsburgh/Allegheny County Taskforce on Disabilities and present her findings at the Taskforce meetings to receive feedback from the Taskforce members and the attendees of the meetings. Throughout the process, Ms. Fernandez received and compiled feedback from community members about disability-related issues that will be integrated into the Code. The next steps in the project are to hold focus groups composed of community members living with disabilities around the disability issues that have arisen throughout the Code revision process. 

Results and Discussion
The results of this project will be the completion of an amended Pittsburgh City Code that is compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act. After completion, City Council will approve the amendments and the City Code will officially be ADA compliant. The completion of this project will signify that the City of Pittsburgh is focusing on the general welfare and equality of individuals with disabilities. Individuals with disabilities will have recourse if they are faced with a situation in which their needs are not accommodated. 							The importance of this project cannot be overstated. Individuals with disabilities are still behind other minority groups in the fight towards total equality.  Amending the City Code to provide equality for individuals with disabilities is a major step forward for the population. This project will serve as a stepping stone to increase disability presence within Pittsburgh. Most importantly, Pittsburgh will serve as a teaching tool for other cities in their work to make their City Codes more inclusive and exemplify a disability-focused city. 
