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To Move from Vision to a Plan…

� Place value on the 
Strip’s heart and Penn 
Avenue

� Maintain its history, form 
and energyand energy

� Balance its mobility 
needs

� Strengthen its internal + 
external connectivity

� Move to implementation 



The Plan is Based on Understanding 
the Strip District and… 

� Asking questions

� Listening to you    

� Making choices

� Defining the future

� Creating a plan 

� Moving to implementation



Which Brings Us to this Workshop

� Kick off public involvement and tap your 
knowledge 

� Introduce the Strip District Team

� Highlight key plan elements� Highlight key plan elements

� Actively engage you in helping us learn 
about the Strip  

� Give you the dates for the next 
participation opportunities   



The Strip District Team 



The Strip District Schedule

http://pittsburghpa.gov/stripconnect



The Area We Are Studying



Public + 
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and 
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Action
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What is in the Strip District Plan?

� Market-based development plan
• Future land use 
• Urban design strategy
• Development opportunities

� Multi-modal plan
• Roads• Roads
• Circulator/incline
• Pedestrian and bicycle

� Finance plan and 
Implementation program 
• Revenue generation
• Local finance plan

Strip District

Transportation and 

Land Use Project



Working in the Heart of the Strip 



The Strip District Charrette Schedule

http://pittsburghpa.gov/stripconnect



The Charrette - Promoting Interaction   

Vision Public Input Review

Alternative Plans Action  PlanRefined Plans



Charrette - See Results Immediately 



It Starts with Known Issues



We Found Issues Defined in Plans

Land Use/Design 
� Allegheny Riverfront 

Vision Plan (2010)

� Market Studies

� Greater Hill Master Plan 
(2011)

Transportation 

� Evaluation of Alternative 
Route Options for SR 28 
(2007)

� Liberty Avenue RSA 
(2010)(2011)

� Allegheny Riverfront 
Green Boulevard

� Pittsburgh Regional TOD 
Strategic Plan and 
Typology

(2010)

� Liberty Avenue SINC 
Project (2011)

� Strip District 
Development TIS (2012)



Market and Economic Issues

� Broad real estate and development
• Need to link with neighboring districts

• Overcome inadequate infrastructure

• Lack of public incentives 

• Not perceived as a place to invest• Not perceived as a place to invest

� Market Issues
• Limited residential market

• Higher income tax rate for City residents

• Domination by industrial use, little residential in some 
areas

• Need diverse mix of uses and complementary retail



Market and Economic Issues

� Non-residential issues
• Conflict between existing 

commercial enterprises and 
pressure for residential uses

• Limited residential population • Limited residential population 
unlikely to generate demand for 
future development

• Limited daytime weekday market

• New development could mean loss 
of parking tax revenue



Urban Design Issues

� Preserve the heritage of the 
Strip but keep the grit

� Retain vitality and unique 
quality

� Too few safe places to walk 
and enjoy 

� Parking is overpowering –
treat it as a “land use”



Urban Design Issues

� Underutilized and 
disconnected riverfront

� Poor cross-district movement 
and connectivity

� Lack of transit-supportive 
development

� Unfriendly pedestrian 
environment 



Transportation Issues

� Broad mobility issues 
• Over-reliance on single-occupancy vehicle

• Weak or missing connections to other areas

• Growing interest in streetcar and commuter rail 

• Trucks are vital to area’s future

• Building a system of complete streets

� Parking
• Parking maneuvers impact traffic flow

• Vehicles parking on sidewalks

• Bus and truck loading in travel lanes

• Parking close to intersections



Transportation Issues 

� Pedestrian and Bicycle
• Missing crosswalks, ADA ramps, 

signal heads

• Poor sidewalk conditions

• Lack of sidewalk continuity

• Parking on sidewalks

• Difficult to see around parked 
cars

• Mid-block crossings/dart-outs

• Lack of walking/cycling  amenities

• Speeding



Transportation Issues

� Traffic operations and safety
• Narrow travel lanes

• Difficulty turning intersections

• Missing/faded pavement markings

• Trucks have difficulty negotiating turns

• Conflict between truck traffic and 
other modes/vehicles

• Congestion and speeding

• Consistently high crash rates

• Sign and billboard clutter



From Issues to Defining Specifics

� Be unique to the Strip – Context sensitive

� Create a future place – Market-based 

� Unify the land use plan – Coordinated  

� Broaden transportation choices – Multimodal� Broaden transportation choices – Multimodal

� Upgrade aging infrastructure – Support systems

� Strengthen the Strip’s linkage – Connected 

� Manage and finance solutions – Collaborative

� Employ Best Practices – Consistent



Let’s Get to Work

� Hear your issues and opportunities

� Break into small groups

• Number on name tag corresponds to table

• Facilitator will assist the groups

• All participate   • All participate   

� Select group spokesperson

� List multiple issues

� Vote and identify top priorities

� Reporting out



Questions to Answer

� What are the PRIMARY places INSIDE 
and OUTSIDE the Strip that need 
connecting?

� What needs to be PRESERVED to 
maintain the Strip’s function and maintain the Strip’s function and 
character? 

� If you had $10 million, what would be the 
ONE investment you would make in the 
Strip?  



Forum Wrap-Up

� What we heard

• Major issues

• Top priorities

� What comes next� What comes next

• Future Involvement Opportunities

• Three charrette sessions

• Final meeting of plan recommendations



The Strip District Charrette Schedule

http://pittsburghpa.gov/stripconnect
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