CITY OF PITTSBURGH/ALLEGHENY COUNTY

TASK FORCE ON DISABILITIES

JANUARY 28, 2008
MINUTES

Location:

First Floor Conference Room




Civic Building, 200 Ross Street




Pittsburgh, PA

Members Present:
Jeff Parker, Chairperson, Katherine D. Seelman, Co-chair, John Tague, Rich McGann, Sarah Goldstein, Janet Evans
Members Absent:
Aurelia Carter, Linda Dickerson, Liz Healey, Milton Henderson, Paul O’Hanlon
Others Present:
Victoria Campbell, Mary Figlar, Dianne Gallagher, Chuck Keenan, Denise McArthur-Turner, Richard Meritzer, Charles Morrison, Bill Newland, Teresa Nellans, James C. Noschese, Dana Phillips, Terry Reynolds, Robin Smith, Sally Jo Snyder, David Stragar

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Parker at 1:02 PM.      

 Introductions:

Everyone introduced themselves.  Mr. McGann asked if the nominees for Task Force Membership to introduce themselves.
Approval of the September and November 2007 Minutes:

It was moved by Janet Evans and seconded by John Tague TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES AS PRESENTED.  The motion was passed unanimously.  

Financial Report:

Mr. Parker asked Richard Meritzer to pass out copies of the report.  There is $9,345.29 remaining in the budget.  There was $625 spent on fiscal agents and cart services.  
To review, there was $23,409 to start. There was $10,200 spent on disability connections and $3,900 spent on*.
The annual meeting expenses came out of last years budget.  There was motion TO ACCEPT THE FINANCIAL REPORT.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Tague.  The motion passed unanimously.
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Nominated Task Force Committe

Pedestrian Plan
Mr. Meritzer explained that the pedestrian plan was to be a framework for pedestrian improvements in the City.  The safety section was drafted and there was a public meeting to dsicuss it. It is now being rewritten based on the comments.  We are also in the process of drafting the new construction section for the plan.  When that is completed there will be a public meeting to review that section.  
Mr. McGann said sometimes the problem is emotional, not physical.  Sometimes all people need is education.  A general discussion about audible traffic signals ensued.  Dr. Seelman said we should be in contact with the senior citizens community.  Mr. Meritzer said he would that outreach.  Dr. Seelman said she would be glad to help. She sits on the advisory committee for the Area Agency on Aging.
Task Force Committee Work – Follow-up from Annual Meeting:

Sally Jo Snyder said they were happy to partner with the City / County Task Force on Disabilities.   There were strong panels of presenters.  The next step is a follow up survey.  The issue of interpreters at doctor’s offices and clinics needs to be addressed.  And awareness needs to be raised in the community.  This includes getting the survey information out to the community.  And follow up with the hospitals.  The Consumer Health Advocacy Network is a grass roots effort that brings people together.  This includes people who are not the “usual suspects”.  The next meeting is Thursday at 2:30 p.m. at United Cerebral Palsy.

Dr. Seelman added that she received information on assistive technologies that is very helpful.  She will have Mr. Meritzer send it out.  Mr. Parker pointed out that Teresa Nellans did a great presentation.  She is always within the time frame she is given.  Ms. Snyder added she also had great handouts.  Mr. McGann said there is a need to raise awareness.  People in the Blind / Deaf / Deaf – Blind communities should make accessibility more of an issue.  The Deaf – Blind community must make sure the medical community does not forget them.  Mr. Nochese added they are right about the cost of interpreter services.  People with medical assistance get interpreters, but private companies do not provide the.  We need to work on that.  Dr. Seelman responded the best strategy is to have it in the budget.  That is never a popular suggestion.  Ms. Snyder this is one of many strategies we should pursue.  Mr. Parker thanked Ms. Snyder for making this happen.  Mr. McGann also thanked her and invited her to meet with Dr. Kim Mathos on January 8th from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  Ms. Snyder said she will there and share information with the committee.
Task Force Committee Work - Update - Cabinet for the Office of Persons with Disabilities:
Mr. Tague reported that this began with a letter from Chuck Keenan to Governor Rendell’s transition team.  Last year he signed the executive order creating the cabinet.  In June he hired Edward Butler as the Executive Director.  Out of 150 applicants for the advisory committee 60 people were chosen.  Mr. Tague will chair the advisory committee.  The first meeting will be Wednesday December 19th from 10:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  The list of the members will be made public that day. 
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Task Force Committee Work – Update – OVR Building:
Mr. Tague reported that Tina Calabra wrote an article in the Post Gazette about the move.  They are still intending to move the office to the new location.   Mr. Parker added the City is still committed to repair the alley. 

Task Force Committee Work – Transportation:
David Stragar reported that to get feedback on their Coordinated Plan they are using the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission process.  He then explained why they were doing the plan.  The process started in July.  It deals with three funding sources: 5310 (Bus Upgrades), 5316 (Job Access Reverse Commute) and 5317 (New Freedom).  There will be a meeting on January 16th.  All comments must be received on January 22nd.

Mr. Parker pointed out it was a long document.  He asked what they should be focusing on.  Mr. Stragar responded they should focus on the first section, the last section and the competitive selection process.  He added this is a Federal requirement.  Bill Newland said he had been part of the round tables and explained how the process went.  Mr. Stragar asked everyone to call him if they have any questions.

Mr. Parker reported on Allegheny County funding of Port Authority.  Two weeks ago the Pour Tax was passed by County Council.  The Hospitality industry is concern about the effects the tax will have.  The Task Force is sensitive to their concerns, but this was the only strategy the State provided.  Port Authority is now working on increasing efficiency.  
Mr. McGann reported that a lot of ridesharing in going on with Access.  Some of the drivers have a bad attitude and there is miscommunication.  The service is good in the morning but worse in the afternoon.  People get dropped off in the wrong place (it happened to him four times in one year). The drivers try to blame the consumers.  People have tried to get special accommodations.  They need to prepare more.
Mr. Parker pointed out that being dropped at the wrong place is a serious problem.  He asked which carrier.  Mr. McGann responded Comtran.  But there have been miscommunication problems with other carriers.  Drivers do not explain the process it there is a problem.  Mr. Parker suggested we address this issue at the next meeting when Holly Dick can respond.  Mr. McGann suggested her supervisor should come.  Dr. Seelman asked if they have any consumer satisfaction surveys.  Mr. Parker said they send out surveys.  Dr Seelman suggested they have general operation questions.  The Task Force should look at the survey and the survey process.  Mr. Parker said he would set that up for a future meeting.  
Task Force Committee Work – Winter Retreat:
Mr. Parker asked that we address this activity. 
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Staff Update:
Mr. Meritzer reported that the job description for the ADA Coordinator has been reviewed and will be sent up to the budget office for approval.  Since the description isn’t being changed this should go smoothly.   He also announced that in early January Kendra Jenkins will be joining them as the ADA Compliance Intern and Ida Bormentar will be working on obtaining grants. Both of them were selected after interview other candidates for these positions as well and he is very excited that they will be working with the Task Force.
Information Sharing / Vox Pop:

Victoria Campbell from DARE announced that January 8, 2008, from 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. there will be a transportation forum.  It will cover things like conditional ridership and scheduling.  Contact her for and accommodations. Dr. Seelman asked if she could present the outcomes reached and concerns expressed at the next Task Force meeting.  Ms. Campbell said she would be happy to.
Ms. Nellans asked about the Special Events permit.  Mr. Meritzer said he was last told the changes were fine with the Law Department but were waiting for approval by the Special Events Coordinator.  Since he had already presented the changes to the Special Events Committee that approval should not be a problem.  Mr. Parker suggested the Task Force can send a letter.

Chuck Keenan as chair of the Local Housing Action Team said that zoning and “nimby” issues are a problem around group living arraignments.  He said the problem was not as bad in the City.  He will send a meeting schedule to Mr. Meritzer to distribute.  Mr. Parker asked that a member of the Task Force serve on the Local Action Housing Team.
Mr. McGann asked that staff look into have the Convention Center provide interpreter services.  Mr. Meritzer said he would send a letter.  Dr. Seelman asked if the have a budget for this.  Should they have a contract?  What other accessibility do they need?
Dr. Seelman moved the meeting be adjourned. Mr. Tague seconded the motion.  The meeting was adjourned.
THE NEXT TASK FORCE MEETING:



DATE:

February 18, 2008
TIME:

1:00 P.M.

LOCATION:
Large Conference Room


200 Ross Street
Pittsburgh, PA  15219
