City of Pittsburgh/Allegheny County
Task Force on Disability
Monday March 16th, 2015
Meeting Minutes
Members in Attendance: Dr. Kate Seelman, Jeff Parker, Rich McGann, Karen Warman, Joe Wasserman, Paul O’Hanlon, Milton Henderson, John Tauge, James C. Nochese, Richard Meritzer, Sarah Goldstein, Gabe McMoreland
Task Force Members Absent: Janet Evans, Aurelia Carter-Scott
Also in Attendance: Alexis Deriso, Sue Means, Erin Ryan, Carla Falkenstein, Sally Jo Snyder, Pat Raphael, Sarah Kinter, Mary Esther Van Shura, Ali Abdullah, Ryo Nakayama, Joy Dore, Alex Sciuto, Chris Meyers, Mick Keroulac 
Welcome
Action Items:  
Review  and Approval of Treasurer Reports: 
No report this month, will be a report in April.

Review  and Approval of February Minutes:
Have not gotten minutes yet, will review in April
Pittsburgh Medical Costs: Alex Sciuto
Mr. Sciuto: Hello everyone. My name is Alex Sciuto and I am a graduate student at Carnegie Mellon where I do research on how to show Health Pricing to people. We’re focusing on how to gather price information from hospitals and how do we get that information back to you. The price you pay for services in hospitals vary widely in Pittsburgh. Some are very cheap and some are expensive for procedures that you think are very similar. A mammogram for instance is very standard – we see some charge up to $575 and some may charge less, around $175. We find a lot of hospitals fall in between and we want to know how to get that information out. 
We’ve created a website, pghmedicalprices.us, where we are putting a lot of info. What we’re asking is that people in Pittsburgh take a photo of their medical bills and send them to us anonymously. We don’t want your personal information all we want to know is how much you paid for a procedure and from where. We would ask that you visit our website and consider donating your information so we can build a database and help other Pittsburghers.  
Ms. Goldstein: Would “Explanation of Benefits” fall under that?
Mr. Sciuto: That would be very helpful! Usually that contains the procedure and how much was charged for it. 
Ms. Warman: Gateway sends me an updated list of procedures. It mostly has codes but is that something that can be used.
Mr. Sciuto: Yes that should be enough.
Mr. McGann: Question. The explanation of benefits is that everything included or is that local?
Mr. Sciuto: Right now we’re just focusing on Pittsburgh. It’s a nationwide problem but right now we’re just starting with a local focus.
Ms. Goldstein: Does that include the metropolitan area? So hospitals like Jefferson and Upper St. Clair would be included?
Mr. Sciuto: Yes, We’re casing a big net, we’re going as far as Penn Highlands hospital way out there. 
Mr. Nochese: The problem as I see it on here  is people not paying attention to how much the procedure costs. I have insurance and they cover most of it so I simply pay what I need to and don’t really look at the bill. How do you plan to get people to send in this information if most of them don’t really look at the bill?
Mr. Sciuto: That is a great point. At this moment in time we’re asking nicely and really riding on the kindness and observance of others for help.
Ms. Goldstein: Are you seeing that people pay a higher co-pay depending on what insurance they have and what hospital it is?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Sciuto: The insurance is a whole other layer to it. It may be smarter to go to a provider in your network but that layer does not have a real effect on what hospitals are charging. What we are seeing is that many have high deductible insurance plans or no insurance at all so then price does factor in quite substantially and would be a strong factor in where someone went for care. 
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