
CITY/COUNTY TASK FORCE ON DISABILITIES 

October 17, 2009 

 

 
Members Present: Paul O’Hanlon, Chairperson, Janet Evans, Sarah 

Goldstein, Liz Healey, Milton Henderson, Rich 

McGann, James C. Noschese, John Tague 

 

 

Members Absent: Katherine D. Seelman, Linda Dickerson, Aurelia 

Carter, Jeff Parker 

 

Others Present: 

 

Meeting came to order at 1:02p.m. 

Financial Report 

No written report. State funds through Human Services Fund. Fuel cut 10%. 

Still waiting to hear from county. 

Chris-Has not seen what we are getting. How much are we getting? 

John-About $13,000 to Task Force. Does not know if it will be cut. 

 

 

Presentation  

SOAR- Chuck Kenan 

New proccess that has been done on other parts of the country to increase 

enrollment in SSI and SSD. Help people to complete the paperwork. 

Consultants came in and work with local staff. Set up steering committees. 

Finalizing how to roll it out. Train to trainer model. To members are going 

for the training in Pittsburgh we average 3 per year. To get in SOAR tokes 3 

to five months. Put together packet that can not be appealed. Training 

schedule for Nov. 19 and 20th. Together homeless providing and people 

working in mental health field. Material included in agenda packet for 

anyone who wants to be trained call 412-350-5606 (Chuck).  

1 Smithfield St. Occur for times a year. Twenty to twenty-five people per 

class.  

John- Social Security has benefits counseling program. Are you working 

with them? 

Chuck- No, but working with Social Security Administration. Trying to do 

pull the belief that you cant work. 

McCann- Will people coming from other states here. 

Chuck- Two types of training are in Denver. Other training here for local 



people. In early Dec. hoping to do a training for people opening nationally. 

Sarah-Why do you no longer need a lawyer/ 

Chuck-Lawyers get involved when they are denied. The program will allow 

case approvals much sooner and eliminates the need for lawyers trainers will 

work with client information in the application. 

Paul- Identify people who will work with people to get a application to 

social security to get approved the first time. Also, targeting homeless and 

mental health. Should we be looking at kids too? if the issue comes up about 

income should we be suggesting this? 

Chuck- Working with provides community. Work with their clients 

individually. Either trained in one or more entrust trainer training(4 days). 

Liz- Will one contract address children as adults? Is there a goal of a 

directory? Pediatricians and schools will not take to this. 

Chuck- Goal requires a lot of tracking. Are to know everyone trained and all 

the clients helped. Philadelphia has almost 100%  success rate. Will be on 

Index of people who are trained. 

Sarah- Is there any fee involved? 

Chuck- No. Trying to eliminate for lawyers. It’s all free. 

Chris- What do you do if there is conflict or lack of information? What do 

you want Task Force to do? 

Chuck- Spread the word. If you know anyone who wants training let us 

know. 

Paul- Are you looking for agencies doing this anyway or affiliated people 

who want to help? 

Chuck- Initially the first looking for program providers first. 

McCann- What percentage are homeless? 

Chuck- That's not known. Most homeless would qualify. 

Janet- Would these agencies that service homeless and mental health refused 

to you? 

Chuck- No, we would train people in these agencies. Case managers and 

providers do applications. 

Paul- If I work for an agency that works with homeless get staffed in hiring 

is there mandatory incentives. 

Chuck- Not now. 

- Would you provide interpreters for them in training? 

Chuck- yes 

Ms. Hampton- With ADA’s help, is there anything to help with fire alarms/ 

Chuck- No funding for that though that's Section 504 housing can request a 

reasonable accommodations. Sometimes payments through OVR both city 

and county also have programs. 



Paul- SSI and SSD do not give people a whole lot of money, but for people 

who have no income this is important.  

Chuck- First training Nov. 19th and 20th  and Dec. 1-4. First is how to do 

the packet.  

McCann- Be sure you use some as for questions and use DOC not DOCX 

students should get with people on the Task Force. 

Milt- Evaluation 

 

Presentation by County Councilman Jim Burn 

He was here to answer the Task  force questions on his bill. 

 

Burn-The bill has been in commute for over a year. It is public safety to 

residents around and in the group homes. Simply register group homes to 

work with municipality. 

Liz- Purpose is for public safety and allow boroughs minatory group homes. 

Burns- Residents in a groups. It has been brought to our attention that 

residents in group homes have problems. Comes from police chiefs and 

when I was Mayor of Millvale. Also want to assure you the safety of 

residents around group homes. 

Liz- Sometime reports of abuse in nursing homes. 

Burns- Can not tell municipality what to do. 

McCann- Are the group homes only for mental health/mental retardation? 

Burns- Any group home requesting funds from the county. Safety net under 

zoning. sometimes individuals establishing group homes may not register 

with municipality. 

Paul- One of the reasons group home providers do not reveal their presence 

to municipalities because of Nimbyism. Some municipalities have urged for 

group home. Why are you not addressing that? 

Burns- See, it has a way for municipalities to put up a wall against group 

homes. 

Paul- The bill does nothing for that. 

Burns- Do not want it to be permitted to or unexpected. 

Paul- Group homes are subject to be some criticism, but doesn’t that bill set 

up a different criteria? Why would this not apply to other homes? 

Burns- Should and will be overtime. Legislations on other residences. You 

were concerned about classifications. 

Paul- Different but they are treated differently. 

Burns- They will consider this issue. 

Sarah- Pulmonary consent for community care. In one group they are in 

transition . Is  concerned about contestability  of the clients when they leave. 



Burns- We are not asking any personal information. 

McCann- Understand the reasoning. The neighbors may be concerned about 

the police being called arguing and again. Book Such small differences  By 

Joanne Greenburg. Deaf Blind group home and the neighbors called the 

police may times. 

Chris- I see both sides of the two. Nursing homes have a license and that be 

all they need. 

Janet-I was in a group home fro seven months. Welcomed in the community. 

Now living in high rise. Does not like that they have to register. On board of 

UCP .They follow all the regulations for community facilities. 

Liz -Daughter who is 29. She still will always need care. Will  come a day 

will need to live elsewhere. Behind this is an attempt for community to 

restrict group homes. Feels very intolerant. Abuse does happen.  

Chris- Landlord with 10 apartment units. Government funding. All tenants 

are deaf. Does that cure it? 

Burns- No not cure it. 

Lucy- If the intent is to protect the residence in group homes. Have you met 

with residents of group homes? 

Burns-Yes. 

Lucy- Why do you not hear groups with public safety issues also register/ 

Burns- Good Point. Original bill was to broaden -made it more specific. 

Considering Legislation for absentee landlord or problem tenants. 

Morritan-Intentions are good but the affect is important. Superior court deals 

with this in Oxford book. If it proceeds you will be subject to he legislation. 

Jane- Mercy behavioral health subject to issue of restrictions.  Had house 

identified and that caused a meeting of residents of outrageous fear. you 

have been wonderful working with us. Unintended outcome is the concern. 

This legislation is so far from anything we need. The effort should be going 

into education. The fear should be with people not in treatment. 

Kenan-Under Pittsburgh ordinance turned out a lot of negotiation on how 

group homes have been treated. Used Public Health and Dept. of Public 

Welfare has the power to investigate this. Can not see how topics legislate 

provides additional protection. 

Burns- That is my concern. That is why the bill has not moved. 

John- Attending on only housing. Needs to training in the law enforcement 

training on mental illness passage of HRC show we are a country of 

inclusion. This may have signification. 

Skip-Is this bill to make the resident safe of other residents? Who does it 

protect? There is a lot of  bad elements living next door to people. Not a bill 

for others. 



Burns- When an agency is getting county funds, the county can request to 

know where they are. 

Skip- Have seen so much discrimination of not in my back yard. 

Paul- Define group home at 3 or more unrelated individual with a similar 

strait that need supervision. where did this definition come from? In 

Pittsburgh the definition is eight or more. Sets up separate classifications. 

Under applicability it refuses rental of apartments as it not applying unless it 

is used for getting around the ordinance. Who makes that determination? 

Burns- Cannot answer off the cuff a higher standard. Recreate court 

challenges  and makes in raises. 

Sherry- Bill does not address abuse and neglect. It only deals with 

compliance of local zoning. There are laws on the book that can be enforced.   

Burns-Does this bill give municipality more power to enforce? 

Sherry- The bill does not insure public safety and says that. 

Lucy- Can see that may or can not get involved in abuse and neglect. 

Residence have real fear of hate crimes and slander. It can be very badly 

misused. 

Paul- Since they only had to return to agencies that have county dollar. Dept. 

of human service does not want this bill. Have power with funding. Why do 

you take a administration approach? 

Burns- Choose an option. Then it is united. Can still make other choices. 

Sarah - 1993 new housing in Bethel Park. Four friends and I asked to live in 

this house. Bethel Park was all against it. They had college education. They 

couldn't afford to live separately. With permission, but had to stand up in 

front of community and explain themselves. Not ashamed of anything I did 

in my life. Police never came. 

Paul- Taking the bill at its best it makes sure the country is doing the best 

you can. If I can buy a house without  alerting municipality when should 

group homes. Group homes not telling municipality because  of current 

unequal treatment. 

Vox Pop 

Chris- PSAD tried RWC. There were several problems. Support open 

captioning. Closed caption is not accessible because people would not be 

able to adjust mirron. Discuss at next months meeting. 

Janet- I was awarded Dare To Change T he World from Tricil 

Liz- Reel Center Organization Youth Leadership training. 

Chris- During G-20 Summit there was a deaf man from France. I spend the 

weekend with him showing him around. 

Meeting adjourned at 3:20p.m. 

 



 

 

 
 

 


