
CITY/COUNTY TASK FORCE ON DISABILITIES 

MARCH 16, 2009 

 

 

 

Meeting came to order at 1:04 

Introductions: John Tague, Katie Sealman, Milt Harrington, Janet Evans, 

Ariela Castes, Paul O’ Hanton, Rich McCann, Chris, Dr. Shaffer 

Financial Report 

No Significant Changes 

 

Presentation 

 

No one attended, I will send out a copy when it is received 

 

 

Susan Shipman - Disability Resource Center works with all of the hospitals, 

clinics and service resources.  

Any questions regarding the survey. 2007 survey, 2008 follow up survey. 

Excited about any changes that come out of it. 

 

Dr. Sealmen - In response to survey has UPMC initialized any changes. 

 

Shiffer - Yes, arms of communicating people coming were unclear where to 

request an accommodations. Putting a training for all staff about how to 

request, putting signs at all front office desks and emergency room on where 

to request training. Communication is the most important thing. 

 

Dr. Sealmen - What is an example of universal signage. 

 

Dr. Shaffer - TTY, interpreters,  

 

Joe Wasger - Blind community, thank you for the number of items put in 

Braille. If Golden Triangle Association of Blind can help with sensitivity 

training. 

 

Dr. Shaffer -  Just received box of alternative information. Thank You. 

 

Chris - Good for visual and deaf. Doesn’t want to many signs. I sign “Need 

help” go here” or Need Help? and a ball. 



Schafter - Our sign says if you need assistance, we can help. Also in Brialle. 

Person sitting next to the sign is the person who can help. If the signs are not 

helpful, they would like to improve. 

 

Rick McGinn - Thank You Susan, I have two things. Thank Chris about 

remarks about the Braille. For emergency room last minuet, serious situation 

here is no interpreter. Hospitals should be prepaid. 

 

Dr. Schaffer An emergency may be more distressing, training is important 

for all the staff.  

 

Chris - How do you intend to keep up with new technology like video 

phones. 

 

Dr. Schaffer - At this time we have TTY but investigation video phones. 

New technology will provide better accommodations.   

 

Chris - A lot of deaf are throwing away TTY’s. Are you going to get 

upgrades. 

 

Susan looking into it. 

 

Jennifer - Thank You for meeting the needs of people with disabilities.  

 

Dr. Schaffer - Have spoke with various organizations and have developed 

best position. Every situation is a case by case basis. Most important is to 

find out the accommodations in a private room to fit our needs. Trying to 

change an entire culture. It is an issue of trust and respect. So, it is best 

practices. 

 

Ken - i want to suggest that if the mother and father are hearing and patient 

is deaf, do you deal with them separately or together? 

 

Dr. Schaffer - That is part of the training, you communicate with the patient, 

family and caregivers. We are very clear to say the family network and 

community the patient must be part of the community. 

 

Chris - Any time you have a meeting with issues of policy, make sure you 

get Ken or someone from the community involved. 

Susan - Yes, you are to consumers.    



 

Rich - Don’t forget about deaf and the blind regarding the telephone and 

computers. Deaf and blind can utililize answering machines, computer 

generated calls may not work. 

 

Susan - You are right. Looking at contracts to provide updated technology.  

 

Dr. Sealmen - Thank You 

 

Dr. Schaffer - Thanks everyone for continued support. 

 

Avery - Janet was to check Aviary for accessesability, there are two 

accessible accesses.  One through a window in the hall and another through 

a door onto a patio. I have the plans 

 

Milton - Do you need to call before you go? 

 

Rich - No 

 

Chris- I got an email from a group that wants to help with communications 

at public venues. Records messages on prayers and they can read it. City 

County meeting this month. 

 

Discussion on Group homes 

 

Paul O’Harlin - Start a conversation on backgrounds and then move to 

conversation on what the task force should do. Get pit a process for group 

homes, to get up a process for registering. Local municipality needs to verify 

it passed building code regulations. Creates unequal enhancement of 

residents under the guide of legal, unfair. Gets up addition fee and written 

requirement, it follows the rules. Open an invitation for municipality to give 

“white glove test”. Defines a group home as three or more individuals living 

together. In Pittsburgh, it is eight or more. Raises a whole list of concerns. 

Who decides what is a group home. If this is such a great idea why isn’t this 

done with everybody. Discriminate by any other by treating them differently. 

 

Rich McGinn - Do they have a policy on waiting lists. It invites 

municipalities' to put group homes more rigorous  jumping through hoops. 

That may effect waiting list. 

 



Arrilin-  Got council members to come in and explain why they are doing 

this. 

 

Janet - Why do agencies that have group home of three? Why do they need 

to pay? 

 

Paul - Different municipalities have different definitions of group homes. 

For one county it is very limiting.  

 

Arrillin _ This would also give us a chance to dialog with County Council. 

 

Paul - Another problem is that anyone that contracts with group homes is 

Department of Human Services. Some do not get County Funds. Department 

of human Services does not have a problem with their homes and they can 

not withhold funding. Any where with people with disabilities may be 

defined as group homes. Should we invite DHS as well. 

 

Dr. Sealmen - Is there anything we would like to see changed. People with 

disabilities are not the only group affected. 

 

Paul - A facility in Swissvale that provides services for ex-offenders. People 

with disabilities is a protected class, ex-offenders are not. 

 

Janet - Should talk about this further 

 

Paul - Invite Mr. Burn to come, is that our next step 

 

Dr. Sealmen - Is it valuable to have Mr. Burn and DHS at the same time 

 

Paul - May put DHS in an awkward position of getting involved in county 

legislation. But at hearings they were not asked to speak. 

 

Rich McGinn - To bad for DHS if they are afraid to comment. 

 

Milton - We bring both groups at the same time. 

 

Arrille- Need to ask DHS what their position is and inform them.  

 

Penalizing landlord. infringement in personal rights accessing each 

individual patient.  



 

Lucy - UCP agrees with all the concerns. Thinly disguised to treat people 

with disabilities differently. Group homes are already regulated and 

scrutinized more than regular homes. Owners of group homes already 

jumping through hoops just to clarify what already has been certified is a 

gross misuse of funds that should be used for services. Refused to people 

who need supervision, not everyone who lives in group homes need 

supervision. City ordinances has been in effect for 14 or 15 years. There has 

been no problems with this. 

 

Sherry - Disability rights network paying close attention because they feel it 

is fair housing act violation, Jim Burns maintains its a safety issue. On 

agenda for February, Public Safety Committee will continue to monitor it. 

Will let Task Force know when it is on Public Safety agenda.  

 

Lucy - I can’t see how this ordinance can interfere with the disbursement of 

County funds. If Mr. Burns is connected with community safety, he can look 

to landlords in the community. 

 

Chuck - City County Department of Human Services does not want this to 

pass. We do not have a definition of family. Want to use the city ordinance as 

a model ordinance. We have been trying to have Counsel not pursue this.  

 

Paul - Who should be invited for DHS? 

 

Chuck - Mark  

 

Lucy - Might want to hear from Maureen Hogan. She was involved in the 

writing of the City Ordinances. 

 

Rith McGinn - Is Mark available  

 

Milton - Has been there awhile 

 

Paul - Under the ordinance, when do people with disability’s escape scrutiny 

of the ordinance. Apartments could be covered if someone decides this was 

created to avoid the ordinance.  

 

Dr Sealmen - We invite Mr. Burns, someone from DHS, and Maureen 

Hagan. 



 

Paul - In the process of this bill, committee meeting and council meeting 

will be on the agenda show up with little or nothing. 

 

Lucy - The public can not speak at committee meetings unless invited. 

 

Paul- For next meeting we will invite Jim Burns, Mark Lherigan or his 

representative and Maureen Hogan. 

 

Special Events 

 

Chris - Emails and phone calls from deaf people. At the presentation there 

will be 2000 people. 

 

Richard - there are two types of events 

 

Dr. Sealmen-  Please send it out again 

 

Rich McGinn - Kennywood Park should have interpreters 

 

Jennifer - If it is public or private, they should get permission 

 

Richard - We only have authority when it is on Public Property 

 

Milton - Don’t we pay taxes 

 

Richard Martin - Not for events on private property 

 

Rich it is crucial to have an interpreter in a good position 

 

Jennifer - In Pittsburgh services are very weak. A lot of people want to go to. 

Need to invite these people to a meeting 

 

Richard Martin - We have been trying to get the check list included. We are 

waiting fro approval. 

 

Chris - I am sure the Mayor’s office does not know about the problem. We 

need their help to speed up the process 

 

Jennifer - Who makes that decision 



 

Richard Martin - The special events committee  

 

Dr. Seelmen - Richard will send out the check list to the mailing list. 

 

STAFF 

 

Richard Martin - We have set up the Strategic Planning Committee for 

March 23rd and Community for April 1st.  

 

Vehicle upgrades putting a proposal , waiting to hear back from police and 

paramedics.  

 

Jon - Accessible signals, progress is being made 

 

Chris - Airport and David Lawrence Center  

 

Richard Martin - meet with Theresa and come to some agreement. Talking 

with center for hearing and Deaf services. Hopefully, will have this 

scheduled by next meeting.  

 

Vox Pop 

 

Rich McGinn - Would really like to see some staff improvements in the 

Airport related to people with disabilities. Deaf people need staff assistance 

 

Motion to be adjourned, Arrilla seconded adjournment at 3:05 pm            

 

 
 


