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Task Force Members in Attendance: Paul O’Hanlon, Joe Wassermann, John Tague, 

Richard McGann, Jeff Parker, Sarah Goldstein, James C. Noschese, Milton Henderson 

Task Force Members Absent: Liz Healy, Linda Dickerson, Dr. Katherine Seelman, 

Janet Evans, Aurelia Carter-Scott 

Also in Attendance: Richard Meritzer, Aviva Diamond, Jon Duvall, Eric Sinagra, 
Shirley Ebriola, Lucy Spruill, Charles Morrison, Sally Jo Snyder, Ali R. Abdullah, Mary 
Esther Van Shura, Anthony Mannella, Sara Fernandez 

 

Welcome and Introduction:           Paul O’Hanlon 

Mr. O’Hanlon began the meeting by introductions of Task Force members and other 

individuals in attendance.  

1. Review and Approval of the September Minutes   Paul O’Hanlon 
 
The September minutes were approved by a unanimous vote.  
 

2. Presentations: AccessiblePGH     Richard Meritzer 
 
AccessiblePGH Clips are available online to inform community members and residents 
about disability programs and initiatives in the City of Pittsburgh and Allegheny County. 
Currently, episodes about the Visitability Tax Credit, The City of Pittsburgh Housing 
Authority, and Disability Mentoring Day are online. The ADA Office will be completing 
three additional episodes during the next few months on Trails, Pedestrian Safety, and 
another related topic. The episodes are available on the ADA Coordinator’s webpage 
and on vimeo.   
 

3. Presentation: ReelAbilities Film Festival 

 

The ReelAbilities Film Festival, presented by the Pittsburgh Jewish Film Forum and the 

FISA Foundation, was held October 26, 2013 to October 29, 2013. The festival 

showcased various films that promote disability awareness and appreciation of the life 

stories of individuals with various types of disabilities.   

 

4. Presentation: The Disability Experience Conference Jon Duval 

 

The Students for Disability Advocacy hosted The Disability Experience Conference on 

October 31, 2013 to November 1, 2013 at the William Pitt Union at the University of 
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Pittsburgh. The conference exhibited presentations on a variety of disability related 

topics including Assistive Technology, Community Inclusion, Education, Employment, 

Policy and Law, English and Fine Arts, Narrative, and Health and Wellness.  Interested 

individuals can visit http://www.pitt.edu/~sorc/disability/Conference.html for more 

information about what occurred at the conference. 

 

5. Discussion: Proposal to Create a Bus Free Zone Downtown 

Mary Esther Van Shura 

 

The County Executive’s Office stated that there is currently no proposed plan for a Bus 

Free Downtown. However, if and when a plan is created, the County Executive’s office 

will be sure to include the disability community in the plan creation process. Ms. Van 

Shura also ensured that riders will be included in the planning process. The Committee 

for Accessible Transportation is trying to work closely with the Port Authority and the 

planning process for this issue to ensure that this does not become a hardship for 

individuals with disabilities.   

 

Mr. Parker moved that letters be written to the representatives of the County Chief 

Executive and the Mayor, Mary Esther Van Shura and Richard Meritzer respectively, 

sharing the Task Force's concern that moving buses and bus stops out of the downtown 

area will create severe hardships for persons with disabilities and for seniors as well 

and requesting that persons with disabilities have the opportunity to play a prominent 

role in discussions concerning the circulation of buses through the downtown area. The 

motion was passed unanimously.   

 

6. Staff Reports 

Facility Surveys         Ling Hong 

 

The ADA Office is making progress with facility surveys. They have completed two 

surveys for City playgrounds.  

 

Hospital Compliance Guidelines     Sara Fernandez 

 

We are also making progress with the Hospital Compliance Guidelines for the 

Intellectually and Developmentally Disabled and Mentally Ill. We will begin drafting the 

guidelines in November. Sally Jo Snyder and Paul O’Hanlon offered to assist in creating 
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more focus groups so we can receive more input from community members living with 

these types of disabilities.  

 

Hoarders’ Taskforce       Jillian Corbett 

 

Jillian has begun to draft policies based on reasonable accommodation for building 

inspectors that will allow individuals living with the disability of hoarding to have longer 

time to clean up waste, etc. when cited. 

 

A motion to adjourn the Task Force Meeting was made, seconded, and passed by 

unanimous vote.   

The next meeting will be held November 18, 2013.  

 

 


