
CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

ADA Strategic Planning Team 

March 23, 2009 

MINUTES 

 

 

Location:  Director’s Conference Room 

   Department of City Planning, 4
th
 Floor, 200 Ross Street 

   Pittsburgh, PA 

 

 

Members Present: Lauren Beck, Darnell Griffin-Benton, Anthony Boule, Roy E. Cox, Ron 

Deutsch, Ryszard Janik, Regina McDonald, Richard Meritzer, Connie 

Zaket representing Charles Morrison, Jason Zollett 

  
Members Absent: Barbara Curry, Dawn Jakomas, Sherilyn Mannion, Eric Miazga,  Lance 

Petro, Sandra Steward, representative from Emergency Operations 

Center, representative from Magistrate Court, and representative from 

Sports and Exhibition Authorities 

  

Others Present: Jon Michaels, Valerie Panacio 

 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Meritzer at 10:00 AM.        

 

FOLLOW – UP FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

Mr. Meritzer said that the person who had agreed to provide basic sign language training had 

changed his mind.  This is still something we want to pursue at a later date. 

 

ISSUES and PROBLEMS 

 

1. EMS and Police Transporting Wheelchair-Bound Prisoners / Patients 

It was reported that a new vehicle would cost $35,000 to $40,000.  The vehicle would 

need to be rear loading.  There was discussion about the policy of use between Public 

Safety and the Police.  Mr. Cox said he would get a needs assessment together.   

 

2. Accessibility of City buildings 

Mr. Ryszard stated that every building in the /city should be accessible.  He pointed out 

that 611 Second Avenue, the Maintenance office for the Department of Public Works, 

does not have a working elevator. Dr. Cox said that none of our buildings are accessible.   

There was discussion about doing a booklet on building accessibility.  Mr. Boule 

suggested a photo history.   

 

OTHER DISCUSSION 

 

It was brought out that many offices have no TTD phones and there is no brailing or 

interpreters provided.  Ms. Beck said we need to Braille Pamphlets and Business cards.   Mr. 

Ryszard suggested we go through the City Code and add language specific to accessibility. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 A.M. 


