
CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

ADA Strategic Planning Team 

March 29, 2010 

MINUTES 

 

 

Location:  First Floor Conference Room 

   Civic Building, 200 Ross Street 

   Pittsburgh, PA 

 

Members Present: Anthony Boule, Ron Deutsch, Darnell Griffin-Benton, Ryszard 

Janik, Anthony Mannella representing Dawn Jakomas, Sherilyn 

Mannion, Patricia Melendez representing Regina McDonald, 

Richard Meritzer, Eric Miazga, Connie Zatek representing Charles 

Morrison, Jason Zollett 

  
Members Absent: Lauren Beck, Roy E. Cox, Barbara Curry, Sandra Stewart, 

representative from Emergency Operations Center, representative 

from Magistrate Court, representative from Department of 

Personnel, and representative from Sports and Exhibition 

Authorities 

  

Others Present: Justin Lamorella 

 

The meeting was called to order by Mr. Meritzer at 2:00 PM.        

 

INTRODUCTIONS/MEETING AGENDA 

 

FOLLOW-UP FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

 

Mr. Meritzer explained that during the last meeting in November 2009, the Team 

discussed an ADA survey of all City-owned properties. 

 

ADA COORDINATOR  

 

Mr. Meritzer reported that he was meeting with City Parks later in the week to discuss 

making the City Parks booklet accessible.  

He had just been to a meeting for the 2011 Veteran’s Wheelchair Games, which he will 

be working with Special Events to coordinate.  Every Department will be involved.  He 

will have a representative from the Veteran’s Wheelchair Games Committee speak to the 

ADA Strategic Planning Team in the future.  The event has disabled veterans from all 

over the United States come to compete in games for a week.  Franco Harris and Rocky 

Bleier will be involved and the event will attract national media.  It will take place the 

first week of August 2011. 

There will be an intern this summer that will facilitate Accessible Pittsburgh on City 

cable.  The first five-minute spot will be about Visitability.  Mr. Meritzer would welcome 

input on other topics and suggestions.  At some point, this job will be extended to City 
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website accessibility.  He noted that a lot of times the disability community does not 

know what the City is doing behind the scenes and so they do not participate. 

 

ISSUES AND PROBLEMS 

City Properties that need to be compliant  

 

Intern Justin Lamorella reported on the field surveys done of various senior centers 

throughout the City.  (See appendix) 

The last facility discussed was the Beechview Senior Center located at 1555 Broadway, 

which is currently leased, not owned by the City.  This senior center is the least 

compliant, and in the case of an emergency, there are not any accessible entrances for the 

occupants to safely exit.   

 

Mr. Zollett of the Law Department said that they would have to look at the lease to see if 

the City would be able to get out of it or force compliance.   

 

Mr. Ron Deutsch recommended that we get out of the lease and then see where to go.   

 

Mr. Zollett asked to be emailed about the situation. 

 

Mr. Meritzer reported that after reviewing Medic 4, they asked that the City give them 

notification in advance.   

 

Public Works is also doing a similar survey.   

 

Mr. Janik reported that he will talk to Mr. Pellegrini about these two similar projects, but 

suspected that they would not survey rented properties.  

  

Mr. Meritzer said that he can work with Public Works or report back on how they are 

doing with the survey. 

 

Feedback from Snow-mageddon 

 

Mr. Meritzer reported that he worked four hours during the crisis.  During that time, three 

calls came in relating to people with disabilities.  In advance of this meeting, he asked 

311 Center Director, Ms. Wendy Urbanic, to compile a list of how many calls came in 

during that concerning people with disabilities.  She reported that she could not do so, as 

that time was pandemonium and the records were not organized in such a way to answer 

his question.   

 

Ms. Griffin-Benton reported that they had complaints to the URA (Urban Redevelopment 

Authority) about people having to stand in the street to wait for the bus.  They have a 

private entity that took care of it for them.   

 

Mr. Meritzer said that the first issue is the actual plowing for people with disabilities 

especially for people using senior centers.   
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Mr. Deutsch said that they called over 4000 seniors to ask them how they were, if they 

needed any groceries, or prescriptions.   

 

Mr. Meritzer asked if he could have that list to use the addresses to locate people with 

disabilities and then prioritize.   

 

Ms. Mannion said that she could not get in to work for two days and once she did, the 

311 office was very chaotic.   

 

Mr. Eric Miazga offered to give the data from those reports.  

 

Mr. Zollett said that he has seen the data and it would not be very helpful; there are over 

800 pages.  He said he did not know how to prioritize for disabilities.   

 

Mr. Meritzer said that in his neighborhood, there is a house retrofitted for disabilities, but 

the street that that house was on was not plowed for a long time.  That should be higher 

on the priority list.  

 

Mr. Deutsch said that the National Guard took food and prescriptions to those who said 

they needed assistance during the aftermath of the storm.  He has not heard of any 

complaints besides the case in Hazelwood.  They used the postman’s list and went to 

WQED who let them use their phones.  Together with twenty Pitt students, they were 

able to identify people who needed assistance.  

 

Mr. Zollett suggested asking groups who deal with disabilities for a list of addresses.   

 

Mr. Deutsch stated that four centers were open including warming centers.  There was a 

lot that went on behind the scenes that people may not realize.   

 

Mr. Meritzer discussed that the curb ramps were covered and asked if there was a way to 

prevent this from happening in the future.   

 

Mr. Janik said that perhaps violators should pay a fee because if not, it will happen again.   

 

Mr. Meritzer said how the ramps might be cleared on one end of the block but not on the 

other.  It is a legal problem. Even a little bit of snow, if not cleared, will turn to ice which 

can be dangerous for anyone will a disability, seniors, those on crutches, or anyone.  It 

was suggested to talk about snow removal for the City show.   

 

Ms. Griffin-Benton said that two of their own employees fell in the parking lot.   
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OPEN DISCUSSION 

 

Officer Patricia Melendez discussed that when someone is arrested who is in a 

wheelchair, there is no way to transport them safely.  The Police need a vehicle with a 

cage that can transport a person in a conveyance.  She said that she knows that grants can 

be secured and that the Department of Parks and Recreation have two vehicles but they 

do not have access to them.  

 

Officer Melendez stated that it is a huge problem and there has been no solution for at 

least ten years.  The Paramedics are also in need of such a vehicle and she is working 

with Dr. Roy Cox on the issue.   

 

Mr. Meritzer explained that written grants are currently floating.  The Mayor asked for a 

list of top priorities, and City Planning submitted a transport as one.   

 

Officer Melendez said that the Police cannot make official one of their documents made 

in 2003, because they cannot accommodate people with disabilities.   

 

Mr. Miazga asked if we could ask ACCESS for a vehicle when we needed one.   

 

Mr. Meritzer responded that the issue is security and that ACCESS is not available at all 

times.  He said he can talk to Karen about arrangements.  He is aware of the problem 

since taking the position as two City departments have alerted him.  The issue is money.  

Neither of those departments has been proactive in getting money for it in their budgets.  

It is the Director of City Planning’s policy that we may get grants for other departments 

but we may not make budget requests for other departments.   Mr. Meritzer suggested 

making a meeting with the Police, Paramedics, and the Law departments.   

 

Mr. Zollett suggested that they could use the ELA (Equipment Leasing Authority) that 

the BBI and Police use.  There was recently a request of five million dollars that was 

granted for leasing from the ELA for city vehicles.   

 

Officer Melendez stated that Mr. Roy Cox said that the grants have been secured and it is 

a matter of coming to the ADA Strategic Planning meeting to request that money.   

 

Mr. Meritzer stated that no money has been secured but the grant proposal has been 

written.   

 

Mr. Deutsch asked if the Police kept track of how many times the Police had a case 

where they needed a vehicle to accommodate someone with a disability.  They could 

show how necessary it is.   

 

Officer Melendez reported they did not.   

 

Mr. Zollett said that could work against them if the number of occurrences was low.  
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Officer Melendez said that they find ways to work around it.  Sometimes they have a 

police officer ride in an ambulance or put them in the back of the paddy wagon but none 

of these options are safe.   

 

Mr. Meritzer said he would set up the meeting to discuss this, check with the ELA, and 

pursue the grant. 

 

SUMMARY: 

 

Mr. Meritzer summarized that they would continue to check on City properties, including 

Beechview.  They would do a television spot on sidewalk clearing.  He will compile a list 

of people based on concerns and add it as an agenda item to the City-County Take Force 

Meeting, asking them for a the list of streets they think are priorities.  He will set up the 

discussions about the transport vehicle.  

 

The City-County Task Force meets every third Monday of the month (except in January 

and February) from 1:00 – 3:00 in the First Floor Meeting Room of the Civic Building.  

Everyone is welcome to come.  The Task Force deals with issues with what the City is 

doing and should be doing.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:00 PM 

 

 


