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Affordable Housing Task Force Deliberative Community Forums
are facilitated by
City of Pittsburgh Department of City Planning
City of Pittsburgh Office of Community Affairs
with assistance from
The Art of Democracy
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Questions for the Deliberative Community Forum
Deliberative Community Forums seek to “engage difference as a resource.” They are an
opportunity to learn about and to leam from the lived experience and practical wisdom of people
from diverse backgrounds. At this stage, The Affordable Housing Task Force is seeking input
from residents about priorities and opportunities for the current and projected future landscape of
housing affordability in the City of Pittsburgh.
During the Deliberative Community Forum you will have the chance to discuss the following
questions with other residents in small groups
+ What changes and challenges have you experienced in your neighborhood/the city related to
housing?
« How well do you think that the housing priorities and values put forward this evening by the
Affordable Housing Task Force will address the housing needs of the City and the housing
needs of you and your neighbors? What other housing priorities might you add to the list?

« What types of housing initiatives and programs do you think will be most helpful for the City in
the coming year? What specific housing needs would you and your neighbors like the City to
address in the coming year?
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Notes from Forum March 7, Table 2

The discussion began with complaints about the state of the current housing: many vacant, dilapidated,
neglected. One participant mentioned that there are 5 vacant houses on her street. Several participants
agreed that building inspectors do not do their job. Often they “inspect” houses from the street, never

leaving their cars.

There is little sense of community. Renters are often transients who do not become invested in the
community. Many landlords and many tenants make no effort to maintain the property, so some
occupied but poorly maintained housing also reduces the attractiveness of the neighborhood.

The dispersion of the residents of the former Broadhead Manor project into the neighborhood with no
regard to the effect on the existing residents created additional problems.

There are few community resources that would help foster a sense of community. There is no post
office or bank branch. A locally owned grocery store, the Sheridan Market, closed because losses, partly
due to crime, kept the owner from making a living. It has become impossible for a small business to
succeed in the area. There are few places that are safe to walk.

There are few resources for youth to spend time constructively. While some participants cited a lack of
parks, another claimed that there is a nice park but the youth do not use it.

There is a lack of street lighting. Recently two lights were installed near a school bus stop, but the rest
of the street is dark where students need to walk on winter mornings.

Suggestions for task force process and area improvements:
e Task force members should walk through some of the area, talk with residents, ask questions
e The city should consider a recreation center with organized programming. One participant
identified a former school building on Landis Street that could be repurposed.
e There is a need for some program to help people, often but not always employed single mothers,
who earn too much for section 8 housing but not enough to afford buying a house.
e Some bars should be closed.

Forum process:

Two participants began the evening by expressing criticism of the process and an opinion that nothing
would come of it and it was a waste of time. After a while, one of these participants then became
involved in the discussion and contributed a significant portion of the information above, but still
declared again at the end that it was a waste of time and did not fill out a survey.

The other participant became agitated when I asked that they not discuss the process but begin the
discussion of the questions, and she began to leave. Someone who I think was part of the staff came
over, walked away with her and must have convinced her to return. She did then participate to some
extent, but I don’t think she filled out a survey. I appreciate the person who came to speak with her,
because I could not see how to do so at any length and work with the other participants. I do think I
could have handled her initial complaint more gently.

I came away with the impression that this area has been neglected by the city. Some people are very
discouraged and cynical about any apparent attempt by the city to listen to them or solicit their opinions
as being just for show and not a serious effort to include them.

Sue Broughton
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Notes

Affordable Housing Task Force Delierative Community Forums
are facilitated by
City of Pittsburgh Department of City Planning
City of Pitisburgh Office of Community Affairs
with assistance from
The Art of Democracy

Affordable Housing Task Force Deliberative Community Forums

THE ART OF DEMOCRACY

Engaging difference as a resource for civic innovation
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Questions for the Deliberative Community Forum
Deliberative Community Forums seek to “engage difference as a resource.” They are an
opportunity to learn about and to learn from the lived experience and practical wisdom of people
from diverse backgrounds. At this stage, The Affordable Housing Task Force is seeking input
from residents about priorities and opportunities for the current and projected future landscape of
housing affordability in the City of Pittsburgh.

During the Deliberative Community Forum you will have the chance to discuss the following
questions with other residents in small groups

+ What changes and challenges have you experienced in your neighborhood/the city related to
housing?

* How well do you think that the housing priorities and values put forward this evening by the
Affordable Housing Task Force will address the housing needs of the City and the housing
needs of you and your neighbors? What other housing priorities might you add to the list?

+ What types of housing initiatives and programs do you think will be most helpful for the City in
the coming year? What specific housing needs would you and your neighbors like the City to
address in the coming year?

Affordable Housing Task Force Deliberative Community Forums 2
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Pre Discussion

Adjacency Laws (you can buy property next door at a reduced rate) - What about
across the street. | am invested in that area even though I don't live there anymore
and I moved because the neighborhood is declining.

Landlord Fee (rental permit-$50 per year) - more places leads to a discount. Why??
Enright Park of East Liberty - itis heavily used but possibly going to be developed

Rent from a private owner, whenever rent increases, it is attributed to external
issues (increase in cost for trash collection new sewer upgrade...)

Question 1 - What challenges have you accounted

There is less housing. They have become vacant pieces of land, the city does not
maintain them. In this area they shut down a project and putina section 8. Where
the city is no longer responsible for cutting the grass, painting the fence and there is
nothing you can do but administer fines. This is not na appropriate recourse. They
do not pay the fines, they do not know how to maintain a house. They become eye
sores.

I have been displaced twice due to doubling in my rent in two different
neighborhoods.

In the history of Pittsburgh, there was a time when everyone had a job that was
decently well paying. When the mills shut down

Pittsburgh is the 2 most segregated city in the nation.

Poor wages with UPMC because it is not organized

The working poor is being pushed into neighborhoods with poor housing, poor
transportation, not grocery stores.

When the bubble bursts we are going to have wonderful places to squatin... how to
we move away from the luxury apartment trend

There is a stereotype that affordable housing deterioration that de-incentivizes its
development

When something is handed to you, in combination with low education, low income,
low maintenance, leads to this dilapidation. This is why housing should be mixed. So
the upper class housing can learn and be educated by those in low-income housing

When I lived in Hazelwood, the worst house was owned by a slumlord and the poor

took excellent shape. But that was because they had generations of ownership. It's
the newly housed that have a problem

People in section 8 may also be falling short with food, medical, simple bills

Having a job doesn't make you exempt from those issues. There are a lot of low-
income people who may not recognize themselves that way



If 30% is affordable we must subsidize. Housing is a right. You need shelter.
Landlords justify 80%. The number of affordable units being built is infinitesimal
compared to what is needed.

Tenants in section 8 have to be working or have a disability. BUT, after they work
for a year, they quit and never get a job again to keep them qualified as low income.
They changed this for welfare but not for section 8.

'96 welfare changes was a theoretical positive push but people were forced into the
city for shift jobs without consideration for other topics such as childcare.
Increases in minimum wages can reduce other benefits. You are pushing forward
with one hand and pulling back with the other.

Question 2 - How will the goals address the needs
Stabilizing existing communities - [ saw on tv someone making 200,000 a year to
live in low income. They paid a higher rent but they were still getting gov. money

AHTF has no power. They only make suggestions. So their values only go so far. We
are destroying and breaking down low income communities all over the place.
Happening right now in East Liberty. 200-300 units doesn't even match the number
destroyed so the AHTF values are great but they aren’t meeting demand, they are
going into the opposite direction. [ worry that this is window dressing.

Knocking on doors, people are really concerned about their security in their
neighborhood. There is definitely a feeling of impending upheaval or displacement.
We need the people that share our values on our city council and above in
government (city and state)

AH Policy hasn't changed in 50 years so hopefully will include funding and policy
changes

How are you going to create these changes? Charging the landlords won't do it

Somewhere I think it says that developers will be required to build a percentage of
affordable units

Yeah but that requirement only last so many years, that's why there is so much
going on in East Liberty, their 30 years are up. The city could require permits or
slow down profiteering developers.

Maybe we should train current landlords to become these community-based a
developer

Maybe a landlord that has renovated 10 houses successfully could qualify for this
training and support to build 10s or a few hundred units



Bakery square has made 4 boxes that act as their own closed communities that will
not feed local business they will shop in Fox Chapel and they are transient they are
renters they drain the community despite their wealth

Shifting from renters to owners may also stabilize the market...

Question 3 - What types of housing programs and initiatives will be most
beneficial in the next year?

I think education is very important. And that in combination in terms of resources
for their own search for housing that can help renters transition to owners. They
need to be shown the realities of what homes of a certain price looks like and how
much you have to work to own and maintain that home.

Increases in housing prices are seen by public officials as a positive but when it
doesn't match the income in the area. What needs to be done is when housing starts
to rise, the city needs to assess how many people want to stay and see their house or
apt as a home. The city is responsible to those residents. They helped build the city.
It is their right to stay. But the residents are seen as expendable because we don't
need them to support the mills anymore.

Well is it nice to read nice things rather than bad things in the paper.. it lifts us all up

Every neighborhood regardless of its income should be responsible to its
communities.

Public schools are the great democratizers ...

Solution number one... a roof and structural soundness is all you need but they let
them sit until the roof fall in

Barriers to housing - 180 days to find you section 8 accepted housing
Our strength is in our diversity. Strength of the city is in the strength of the

neighborhoods. It's a wonderful thing when people of different races and incomes
comes together and all pull in the same direction

Block parties between neighborhoods to build diversity. I live in point breeze, make
the house next door to me affordable and the hell with my “liberal” neighbors

So are you willing to move yourself into low-income areas??

In this economy, the gap in income is growing at an increasing



A program called “CARL" (community acquisition rehabilitation loans), “Neighbor
works” educate people on home ownership/maintenance

Brainstorm

How do external factors affect housing price?

How do we change policy so that those in section 8 are encouraged to rise out of
that living rather than settle?

How do we leverage the city’s power to only issue permits to developers who agree
to incorporate low-income housing?

How do we maintain residents who call Pittsburgh their home?

How do we maintain diversity?

How do we fairly increase diversity to create less segregated and better-educated
neighborhoods? (Educated in the sense of how to maintain a home)

Things left unresolved

There is a clear contradiction between the sentiment of some, that everyone
deserves a home (and one that they actually call “home”), and other who feel that
development and movement must happen to increase diversity that will lead to
fairness and stability in the market (rich near poor leads to safer better kept homes
for all).

Fear about Land Trust

With lack of ownership of the actual land, (1) the resident fails to gain full equity
with their ownership, (2) allows land owner to do anything on “the property” of the
resident (ie. Billboards, fracking, etc. ...)
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