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Historic Review Commission of Pittsburgh  
200 Ross Street, First Floor Hearing Room 

May 2, 2012 
 

AGENDA 
 

(Vacant), Chairman 
Ernie Hogan, Vice Chairman 

Noor Ismail, Director of Planning 
John Jennings, Secretary, Acting Chief BBI 

Linda McClellan 
Arthur Sheffield 

Joe Serrao 
 12:30 PM CALL TO ORDER 

 12:30 PM INTERNAL BUSINESS 

  Old Business 
• Finding of Fact Status – Certificate of Economic Hardship 

  New Business 
• Approval of the Minutes from the April 2012 hearing 
• Certificates of Appropriateness Report – April 
• Applications for a Certificate of Economic Hardship - None 

Upcoming Demolitions, no action at this time  
• None 
 

 1:00 PM HEARING & ACTION

 
1. Allegheny West Historic District 

939 Western Avenue 
Ed Menzer, owner and applicant 
Installation of an ADA ramp 

 
2. Deutschtown Historic District 

1010 Cedar Avenue 
Brent Bissell, owner and applicant 
Rehab of front and side porches and 
soundproofing of windows 

 
3. East Carson Street Historic District 

1605 East Carson Street 
16th and Carson St. Partners, owner and 
applicant 
Installation of a NANA wall and lighting 
 

4. East Carson Street Historic District 
1737 East Carson Street 
William Petrucci, owner 
1737 Coffee, LLC, applicant 
Installation of a NANA wall 
 

 
5. Individual Designation 

Conelley Trade School 
1501 Bedford Avenue 
Pittsburgh Gateway Corporation, owner 
Pittsburgh Green Innovators, applicant 
Rehab and installation of 
elevators/stairs on secondary facade 

 
6. Individual Designation 

Paramount Film Exchange 
1727 Bluff Street 
PFEX, Inc, owner 
Empty Space Design, applicant 
Replacement of door and windows, 
lighting 

 
7. Market Square Historic District 

25 Market Square 
Nicholas Nicholas, owner 
Sipp and Tepe Architects, applicant 
Installation of a new facade 
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8. Oakland Civic Center Historic District 
4000 Fifth Avenue 
Park Rankin, owner 
Rick Avon, applicant 
Creation of a new entry 

9.  Penn-Liberty Historic District 
941 Liberty Avenue 
Caterina Varrasso, owner 
Sonia Varrasso, applicant 
Certificate of Economic Hardship – 
Installation of an ATM 

 
 
 DEMOLITIONS 
 

1. Manchester Historic District 
1321 N. Franklin Street 
Andrew & Rachel Huffman, owners 
Bureau of Building Inspection, applicant 
Demolition to grade 
 
 

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 ADJOURNMENT  

FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ONLY  - THE 

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION FORMS CAN BE 

FOUND UNDER PUBLIC COMMENT SECTION OF THE HRC 

WEBSITE AT: 

http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cp/html/historic_r
eview_commission.html 

 
1. Schenley Farms Historic District 

(Boundary Increase) 
Roughly bounded by Dollar Street, Centre Avenue, 
Bayard Street, Bellefield Avenue, and Bigelow 
Boulevard 
Cindy Hamilton, applicant 
Proposed National Register Listing 
 

 
 

The John Robin Civic Building, located at 200 Ross St. 
downtown, is wheelchair accessible.  This meeting is open 

to all members of the public.  INTERPRETERS FOR THE 

HEARING IMPAIRED WILL BE PROVIDED WITH FOUR DAYS 

NOTIFICATION BY CONTACTING RICHARD MERITZER AT 412-
255-2102. 

Please contact Sarah Quinn with questions and 
comments: 412-255-2243 

sarah.quinn@city.pittsburgh.pa.us 
 

 
10.  Schenley Farms Historic District 

4360 Centre Avenue 
Marion Spangler, owner 
Elise Keely, applicant 
Changes in fenestration and landscape 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Ursuline Young Ladies Academy 

201 South Winbiddle Street 
Jeff Slack, applicant 
Proposed National Register Listing 

 

http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cp/html/historic_review_commission.html
http://www.city.pittsburgh.pa.us/cp/html/historic_review_commission.html
mailto:Katherine.molnar@city.pittsburgh.pa.us
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HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

- Staff Use -
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ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:  5 3  lik, si i . A. ti,..t
pcd , Pa ) ce2.3 

HISTORIC DISTRICT:	 1111<,11,,.1 tA)c 5/ 

3

APPLICANTOWNER

Name: 	 tn--(c A 7 < ( 	 Name:

DEADLINES:
Completed Applications must be
submitted 15 days prior to next IIRC
waring, when a hearing is required.

SCHEDULE: See attached
Piease make check payable to

	

urer,	 olPinshargh

	

l 'ee Paid:
	

flip

Date Received:

Hearing Date:

Lot and Block

Address:  9 3 9 (A) (ç t A A Address:

City, State, Zip:  p	 Pi / !-; 2-33 	 City, State, Zip: 	

Phone: (  ) 2 1 - 	 Fax: (  )	 - 	 Phone: (  ) 	 Fax: (  )	 -

E-MAIL:  e J e --t-Lc ?..)ci ).pr I fli..• Cor.-(	 E-MAIL: 	

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS:
	 Drawings Z Photographs

	 Renderings	 Site Plan 1 I Other

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK:  flo •/-c	 c ) • r r
Co ,ri v r) to 1 ( 	 c_.riNtr	 *Le cJz-- ."‘ (01-. 

"Cr ot-t

SIGNATURE , Owner	 DATE  3/2.07./ 

, Applicant	 DATE  3/Z-‘9712.
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ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 	 /0/ Ce	 A.R. 
1,./bZ i f k	 50Z 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: 	 /)-1A-is CA JO VI/ /n

APPLICANT

' Date Received:

ficaritig, Date:

Lot and Block

- 11 -- I Z-

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS: n Drawings Z Photographs RenderingsII Site Plan
	

Other

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

- Staff Use -

OWNER

Name: 	 	 Name: 	 e ,-- e oil r?, ft? lj 

Address: 	 	 Address: 	 ..-- / g CI 4 COI nK J 

/, 54 ,, Z	 —,/City, State, Zip: 	 	 City, State, Zip: 	 ' I/o	 , 14	 /511 

Phone: (  ) 	Fax: (  ) 	 Phone: (-7),J- 7 C - 7/6'II> Fax: ( )	 - 

E-MAIL:

DEADJ,INFS:
Completed Applications must he
submitted 1$ days prior to next HRC
hearing, When a hearing is required.

FEE_SCI-j1-JYUJ,Ii; See attached
Please make check payable
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh

Fee Paid: fE S

E-MAIL:	 /T'cre 11_0 he- im..)1,c

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: 	 $'Q e	 Oj 1)” e 

SIGNATURE	 , Owner	 DATE 	

	 Applicant	 DATE 	 1/- 2_



 



Proposed Exterior Changes to 1010 Cedar Avenue

Our main goal with these exterior changes to the house is to restore the house to its original grandeur.

This once-beautiful house has been abandoned for over twenty years. We are excited about returning it

to its rightful place of splendor on Cedar Ave.

Below is a list of changes to the existing structure we would like to make. Detailed plans explaining the

proposed changes, as well as historical photos are in the pages to follow.

Front Porch

-Remove brick front porch posts. Install new front porch posts consistent with historic photos

-Restore wood facade to front porch gable and paint

-Remove asphalt shingles from front porch roof and replace with copper, painted aluminum, or

slate

-Install new front porch wooden railing consistent with historic photos

-Install floor to ceiling windows on first floor front, consistent with original design

-Restore steps to the front porch

-Construct new doors to the front foyer that match doors in neighborhood

-Replace windows below the porch and put decorative security bars in

Side of the Building

-Plant Landscaping on side and front gardens of the property

-Remove side porch addition to property and restore to original facade

-Restore steps to side entrance

-Repair/replace side entrance doors

-Remove all cracked concrete sidewalks on property and replace with brick sidewalks

-Restore doors to basement steps

-Restore the coal chute

Windows

-Windows need to be restored and updated with double paned glass for sound and insulation



Front Porch

Here is a photo of the front porch as it exists now.



The brick columns and iron railings are not what were originally on the porch. A historic photo of East

Park shows 1010 Cedar Ave in the background with wooden pillars on the porch



Replacing Pillars

We would like to remove these brick pillars and replace them with pillars that we have constructed in

the same style as those that were originally on the house. Below is a photo of another house in the

neighborhood that has pillars of a very similar style at 1130 W North Ave.



Wooden Railings and Posts

The iron railings on the porch are also not original. Many of the porches that are original or restored to

look original have wooden railings and posts. We would like to construct wooden railings and posts for

the front porch similar to the style pictured below.



Porch Roof

The roof on the porch when it was redone used asphalt shingles. We would like to replace those

shingles with something more historically accurate such as tin, copper, painted aluminum, or slate.



Below are photos of the current roof, along with a photo of roof from another part of the house that

appears original.

Facade

Also in the photo below is the detailed wooden facade of the porch. We would like to paint and restore

that to its original beauty.





Porch Windows

The original windows went the all the way to the floor of the porch. In the photo below you can see the

brick directly below the windows does not match the rest of the brick on the porch. On the next page is

a photo of houses at 202 W North Ave and 206 W North Ave with windows that extend down to the

floor of interior.







Front Porch Steps

The steps leading up to the front porch are in disrepair and need to be restored. The iron railings are

also not original and would be removed.



Front Doors

The original front doors to the house are missing. We would like to reconstruct doors in the same

fashion as a house right down the street at 912 Cedar Ave pictured below.



Windows below the Porch

The original windows below the front porch are missing. We would like to replace those windows and

add decorative iron bars that will complement the overall look of the house.



Side of the Building

Landscaping

Currently there is concrete along all of the property. We would like to remove the concrete and

landscape that area instead.



Side Porch

The side porch is not original to the building. The brick does not match. The pillars were poorly

constructed and are leaning. The roof is asphalt shingles with moss growing on them. Also the porch

itself is not very wide and serves little functional space. We would like to tear down the porch, remove

the concrete and build a brick patio with landscaping around it.

Current porch:



Planned area:

Side Entrances

The steps going up to the side entrances are in need of restoration we would like to restore them to

make them safe



Side Entrance Doors

The side entrance doors as pictured on the previous page are missing. We would like to replace them

with appropriate wooden doors.

Sidewalks

The sidewalks around the building have fallen into disrepair. They are cracked and uneven. We would

like to remove the concrete of the sidewalks around the house and replace the concrete with brick.

Doors Covering Basement Steps

The doors covering the basement steps are in relatively good condition we would like to clean them up

and paint them.



Coal Chute

The old coal chute is still on the house. We would like to clean it up and restore it.

Windows

Restoring Windows

Many of the windows on the building are broken or missing altogether. We would like to update the

glass in the window to double paned glass in order to provide an extra degree of sound dampening due

to the helicopter that lands nearby at the hospital and the large amount of noise it makes. Also the new

windows will provide added insulation making the house more energy efficient.

However, we do plan on using the original frames for the windows and restoring these frames so they

look like they did on the house originally. This will keep the historical look of the house but still allow for

increased efficiency.

We have restored one of the windows already for the house so you can see first hand how we plan on

restoring all of them.



SIGNATURES:

OWNER:

APPLICANT:

Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

DEADLINE:
Completed applications must be received 15 days
prior to the HRC hearing, when a hearing is
required

FEE SCHEDULE:
See attached. Please make check payable to:
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh.

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:

I coos E. Cafstm 

OWNER:

NAME: I (0 4 \ (Cc rsc-vv	 ,	 -1vt rS 

ADDRESS:  S )1 E. C4 

F6-14, ?J i cc3

STAFF USE ONLY:

DATE RECEIVED: 	

LOT AND BLOCK NUMBER:  /7- -	 2-4 2- 

WARD:

FEE PAID:
	 jy.(9

DISTRICT:

APPLICANT:

NAME: 	 SZ OM_ 4 S OW- K.ar

ADDRESS:

—	 PHONE: 	

EMAIL:	 014 e !Ape/9 rdifp. (Mk 	 EMAIL: 	

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS:

N, Drawings	 tZ Photographs E Renderings	 [1] Site Plan	 E Other

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT:

s6/1 dP s}94 tioty,l)	 g14 
---1-1.1 5 c g 7.;*. e) F eki Leave/ A-ke."1,e__

DATE: 	

DATE:  411/40//ck



 





NEW 12'-0" I41G14 SKYBAR
BLADE SIGN.

S(?BAR -
NEW BACKLIT
SKYBAR SIGN.

NEW IFOLD
WINDOUJ SYSTEM.



Division of Development Administration and Review
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor
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HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

DEADLINE:
Completed applications must be received 15 days
prior to the HRC hearing, when a hearing is
required

FEE SCHEDULE:
See attached. Please make check payable to:
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh.

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:

.73 01

STAFF USE ONLY:

DATE RECEIVED: 	 47/	 / 

LOT AND BLOCK NUMBER:  /  

WARD: 	/ 
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Division of Development Administration and Review

City of Pittsburgh, Deparment of City Planning

200 Ross Street, Third Floor

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvani a I 5219

HTSTonTC REVIEW COMTAISSION OF PITTSBURGH
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness

- StaffUse -

DEADLINES:
Completed Applications must be

submiued 15 days prior to next HRC
hearing, when a hearing is required.

FEE SCHEDULE: See attached
Please make check payable to
Treasurer, City of Pittsburgh

Fee Paid:J $.

ADDRESS OFPROPERTY:

IIISTORIC DISTRICT: Individual lv Desi onated

Date Received:

Hearing Date:

Lot and Block#:

l50l BedfordAvenue
Pittshursh- PA 15219

Owl\ER APPLICAhTT

Nanne: Pittsburgh Gateways Corporation Name: Pittsbureh Green Innovators. lnc.

Affn.Rill Miller Attn: TomBartnik

Address: 4514 Plummer Steet Address: P.O, Box 2072

City, State, Zip: Pittsburgh. PA 15101 City, State, Zip: Pittsbureh. PA 15230-2072

Phone: (412J80247 Fzll.: W Phone: (412\ 471-7444.Fax: @

E-MAIL: bmiller@pghgatewa],s.org E-MAIL: tbartnik@pehgreeninnovators.org

REQUIRED ATTACIIMENTS: I Drawings fi rhotographs I Renderings n site Phn f] other

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: See attached description of work. Also see attached

aporoval of the Historic Certification Afrolication - Part 2. from the National Parks Service. dated

Februrary 15.2012

SIGNATURE Owner DATE

Applicant DATE



Attachment for:

Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness - Ilistoric Review Commission of Pittsburgh
Former Connelley Trade School, 1501 Bedford Avenue, Pittsburgh' PA 15219

The following is a Summary of the Description of Work from the Historic Preservation Certification Application
Part 2, submitted to the National Parks Service and approved on February 15,2012

Character-definine features: The National Register nomination for the complex emphasizes the contrast between

the Academic building of conventional contemporary academic architecture, and the industrial character of the Shop

building. Here are the nomination's key features /observations:

Exterior:
. Prominence of the site in Pittsburgh
. Symmetrical Neoclassical main Academic block facing Bedford Avenue with Gym i Auditorium

dependencies
. Distinctive industrial Shop building with saw-tooth roof and hoiizontal bands of windows

Interior:
. Distinctive plan elements including:
. Ground floor entrance and lobby offBedford Avenue
. Doubleloaded corridor of the Academic block floors 24
. Auditorium and gymnasium

' "square roadway" Shop plan with interior tile and glass walls

Proposed Core-and-Shell Rehabilitation: Connelley Trade School will become the Energy Innovation Center
(EIC), developed by Pittsburgh Gateways Corporation. The rehabilitated building will house a variety of
high-tech businesses, start-up ventures, sustainable "gteen" businesses offices, and "vo-tech" training facilities for a

variety of industries and employers. The EIC will use the Shop building of Connelley School for offices and for
related training for the various tenants and client companies. The fint floor of the Academic block will be

incorporated into the Shop building as the facility's administrative headquarters.

Ebggg..I: The first phase of the rehabilitation will include site work, new elevators, a new entrance, all utilities,
rehab of the Ground and First floor of the Academic building and the rehab of all of the Shop building. The

windows and roof windows / clerestory of the Shop building will be replaced. The Auditorium and Gym will be

mothballed.

EIgSg.-[I: The second phase of the rehabilitation will include the upper four floors of the Academic building,
and rehab of the Auditorium and Gym. The most likely uses of the upper floors of the Academic block are as

offices and meeting and training rooms for as-yet unidentified tenants. Major features of the rehabilitation:

Pronosed Exterior Work:

New main entrance: A new main entrance to the complex will be constructed on the vacant property (the parking
lot) west of the building. The enEance will be made of cast stone, glass, and steel, with some steel paneling, as

described below. It will be three stories tall, as high as the comice of the auditorium block. The new element will be

attached to the northwest comer of the Academic block at the entry level, and extend to the northeast comer of the

Shop building. Along with providing a signature main entrance, the new element will have stairs and an elevator that

will make all of the lower public floors accessible per building code requirements.

Windows: The replacement thermal paned aluminum windows in the Academic block will be repaired as required

and retained. The window openings in the Shop building will be re-opened to their original size by the removal of
the existing aluminum sash and the yellow-painted metal panels. The appearance of the original rolled steel sash will
be replicated by new aluminum windows with permanent muntins applied to the exterior. The number of lights of
the original rolled steel sash will be matched by the configuration of the permanent exterior muntins.



Location Map
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12

site



Site Photos of Surrounding Context
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



Landscape Plan
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



Site Layout
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



Site Grading Plan
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



West Elevation
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



South Elevation
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



East Elevation
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



North Elevation
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



Perspective View From Bedford Avenue
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



New Entry and Canopy Perspective
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12



Aerial Perspective
Design Review and HRC Submission

04.10.12
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-0 STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTr ,)R 	 OMB Approved ~~ ~ w~ IO~ UN No. 1024-0009 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NOV 1 6 2011l~IHI TORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 

L..--_____--' PART 2 - DES 
 RIJiJ.r. 	 LlTATION 

1'(1 	 NPg Ollk, U':~l 
'--;:;-:::1pro~jectN~od"::"::""::'U.:..:.:..l.-~u-7--

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing t e applications. No certifications ill be made unless a completed application form has been 
received. Type or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is n I'A sheets attach blank sheets. A copy of this form may be provided to 
the Internal Revenue Service. The decision by the National Park ~e'l!f!f?_ti n is made on the basis of the descriptions in this application 
form. In the event of any discrepancy between the application for )(~~t rial submitted with It (such as architectural plans, drawings, 
and specifications), the application form shall take precedence. 

1. 	 Name of Property: Former Clifford B. Connelley Trade School 

Address of Property: Street -'.1"'50"-1!....!o:B-"'.ed"'f""0-'-'rd"A'-'v-'-'e"'n"'u"'e'--___________________________________ 

City P ittsbu rg h County Allegheny State '-P"'A'--______ Zip15219 

18I Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places; give date of listing: -"10"'1""2"'3/'-'1.,,9""86"'-____________________ 

o Located in a Registered Historic District; specify: ___________________________________ 


Has a Part 1 Application (Evaluation of Significance) been submitted for this project? Dyes 18I no 


If yes, date Part 1 submitted: -"NC!!/A"---______ Date of certification: ___________ NPS Project Number: 


2. 	 Data on building and rehabilitation project: 

Date building constructed: -'.1""92"'9"'-".3"-0______________ Total number of housing units before rehabilitation: "'0________ 

Type of construction: Steel frame masonrv walls Number that are low-moderate income: "'0___________ 

Users) before rehabilitation: -'-V."a""ca"'n-'-'t______________ Total number of housing units after rehabiltation: "'0_________ 

Proposed users) after rehabilitation: Offices 1 training facilities Number that are low-moderate income: "'0___________ 

Estimated cost of rehabilitation: Phase 1: $26,000 000 total $35 000,000 Floor area before rehabilitation: _1'-"8"'0"-'0'-'0"'0'--___________ 

This application covers phase number 10f £ phases Floor area after rehabilitation: -'.1:<.90".".,,0"'00"---____________ 

Project/phase start date (est.): "'N""0-'-ve"'m.!!.:<.be"'r-'2..,0"'1-'1__________ Completion date (est.): !.!.M"'a~y_"2"'0_'_13"---______________ 

3. 	 Project contact: 

Name Charles Uhl 1 Historic Preservation Services 

Street 6711 Stanton Avenue City Pittsburgh 


State .'--P,-,A~____________ Zip 15206 Daytime Telephone Number "'4-'-12"-.24"'92"'-"'9'-'-1"'°°"---________ 


4. 	 Owner: 

I hereby attest that the information I have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I own the property described above. I understand that 
falsification of factual representations in this application is subject to cri . al sanctions of up to $10,000 in fines or imprisonment for up to five years 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. 1001. 

Name William Miller Vice President _____ Date __'_=1'--1-\_,'2.----.:\L\.:J...1_____ 

Organization Pittsbur h Gatewa s. 

Social Security or Taxpayer Identification Number _-.........'---"''-'--'-''''''-.L...:=-~~------------------------

Street 4514 Plummer St. City Pittsburgh 
i !,?-z... 

State ,-P""A~____________ Zip 15101 	 Daytime Telephone Number 412 802-~k 

NPS Office Use Only 

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Certification Application - Part 2" for the above-named property and has determined: 

o 	 that the rehabilitation described herein is consistent with the historic character of the property or the district in which it is located and that the project meets 
the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for Rehabilitation." This letter is a preliminary determination only, since a format certification of rehabilitation can 
be issued only to the owner of a "certified historic structure' after rehabilitation work is completed. 

'" that the rehabilitation or proposed rehabilitation will meet the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for Rehabilitation' if the attached conditions are met. 

o that the rehabilitation described herein is not consistent with the historic character of the property or the district in which it is located and that the project 
does not meet the Secretary of e terior's "Standards for habilitation." A copy of this form will be provided to the Internal Revenue Service. 

National ark Service OfficelTelephone No. 



Form 10-168 
Rev, 2011 

UNlTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CONDITIO~S SHEET 
Historic Presen'ation Certification Application 

Property name: Former Clifford B. Connelly Trade School Project Number:~2,-,,6,-,,6,-,,6,-,7_______ 

Property address: 1501 Bedford Avenue, Pittsburgh, P A 

The rehabilitation of this property as described in the Historic Preservation Certification Application will meet the Secretary 
of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation onlv if the following condition(s) is/are met: 

1. 	 New entry addition. The entry addition must not wrap around the west elevation of the Academic Building, 
except at the base, where it accommodates an exit stair. In the revised design, the upper floors of the addition 
continue to wrap visually around the Academic Building. The addition must be modified so that the upper 
floors wrap neither visually nor physically around the Academic Building. 

2. 	 Windows. Shop Building. The replacement windows in the Shop Building must more closely approximate 
historic windows. The details shown on sheet A702 are not sufficient to enable us to determine that the 
proposed windows meet this condition. No information is provided on the dimensions of the mullion divisions, 
and the muntins are drawn as wood elements, which may not be correct. 

3. 	 Interior, Academic Building. The historic appearance and character of the building's interior must be 

preserved in the rehabilitation. 


• 	 Remaining historic features and finishes must be retained where they exist, including glazed tile, crown 
molding, wood doors, and arched openings at classroom doors. 

• 	 Suspended ceilings may be retained. But if they are removed and replaced, the new ceilings must not be 
lower than at least 6/1 above the window heads and must be set back at least 3'_0/1 from the perimeter 
walls, in order to minimize their impact on the exterior of the building. Any replacement of suspended 
ceilings must take into account whether the windows in the Academic Building will be replaced and 
reopened to their historic height in a future phase of work. If so, the dimensions stated here will apply to 
the historic window openings, not to the existing, non-historic window openings. 

Photographs documenting that the conditions have been met must be submitted with the Request for Certification of 
Completed Work. 

Any substantive change in the work as described in the application should be brought to the attention ofthe State Historic 
Preservation Office and the National Park Service in writing prior to execution to ensure that the proposed project continues 
to meet the Standards. 

The National Park Service has determined that this project will meet the Secretary ofthe Interior Standards for Rehabilitation if the condition(s) 
listed in the box above are met. 

Datt 
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The Paramount Pictures Film Exchange is located at 1727 
Boulevard of the Allies, at the corner of Miltenberger Street, 
overlooking spectacular views of the Monongahela River, the 
South Side and Mt. Washington. It is part of the Blu≠ 
neighborhood of Pittsburgh, also known as the "Soho" or 
"Uptown" a neighborhood that includes local Duquesne 
University.

From the 1920s onward, until the decline of Pittsburgh film 
exchanges in the 1970s and 80s, the neighborhood was also 
called “Film Row,” and all the major Hollywood studios had film 
exchanges with o∞ces, film libraries and private screening 
rooms there.

The Paramount Pictures Film Exchange building has remained 
completely unaltered since it was built in 1926. The 83-year-old 
building is currently vacant.

The Paramount Pictures Film Exchange Building is the last 
unaltered remaining structure from Pittsburgh’s “Film Row,” a 
unique district of film industry buildings . The Film Exchange is a 
prime example of a once thriving world-wide industry for motion 
pictures. Designed by R.E. Hall Co. Architects of New York City in 
1926, It stands as a proud symbol of Pittsburgh’s position as the 
birthplace of motion picture distribution and exhibition.

Many of the major Hollywood studios built film exchanges and 
o∞ces in the 1700 block of the Boulevard  of the Allies between 
the 1920s and 1950s. Polk’s Pittsburgh City Directory from the 
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation library, shows all the 
major studios on the Blvd. of the Allies, including: Columbia 
Pictures, MGM, Warner Brothers, Universal Pictures, United 
Artists, RKO, Paramount Pictures and Republic.

According to the 1925-1926 volume of the Builders’ Bulletin (of 
Pittsburgh), the Paramount Pictures building at 1727 Blvd. of the 
Allies was constructed in 1926 by Lippe Contstruction Co. (17 
West 60th St., New York City, NY). The owner of the building at 
that time was Phil. Pitt Realty Corp. The architects were from the 
R.E. Hall Co. at 231 West 43rd St. New York City, NY. Construction 

bids for the building found in The Builders Bulletin (1925-1926 
vol.) show several companies: Wm. Trimble & Sons Co., B.A. 
Groah Construction Co., Pittsburgh Engraving & Contr. Co., 
Homewood Avenue and Walker & Curley Co. (Sharpsburg, PA) 
“[were] figuring.”

Style 

The Film Exchange Building was designed in the 1920s Classical 
style, prevalent in North America’s downtowns from 1905 to the 
1930s.  The new style took the technological advances in 
construction – steel framing and reinforced concrete – and 
looked to find new expression for these advances.

It is a two-story building, built primarily of red brick, terra cotta 
and stone (trim). Viewed from the front, the building has 3 bays 
ornamented by egg and dart moulding, pinecone finials and half 
shells under the cornice line. Windows are hopper with stone 
sills; the first story has metal spandrels. Entranceway on south 
façade is delicate blue, white and peach terra cotta with scrolls, 
urns, diaper work and winged heads. A semi-circular arch made 
of keystone with “Paramount Pictures” is engraved above a 
cornice. The entranceway is plastered (swags, heads, etc.) 
sidelighted and transomed. There is a single wooden door with a 
mail slot. The foundation is clad in terra cotta also. Sits close to 
street adjacent to sidewalk. The side facing Miltenburger Street 
has 5 bays on the second floor and shields of keystone on the 
first.

Construction

This building, because of its specialized function, had to comply 
with city regulations and therefore had some unusual features. 
The storage of motion picture film had, from the earliest time, 
been a source of consternation for those within the industry and 
for insurance companies and city o∞cials across the continent. 
The problem was the highly flammable nature of the nitrate film. 
It wasn’t until 1923 with the introduction of cellulose acetate film 
that the hazard of fire was minimized.
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Integrity

The building stands on its original site. It appears to be in good 
structural condition. There have been some  alterations to the 
structure, although almost all are for interior work. The exterior 
has, despite the gra∞ti, remained relatively unaltered since the 
1920s . The building’s interior and exterior have su≠ered some 
damage because of neglect and prolonged vacancy.  The 
previous owner had recently removed all interior fixtures and  left 
the o∞ce space and hallways on the ground floor and all o∞ces 
on the upper floors relatively unaltered from their 2009 condition.

Streetscape

Much of the streetscape along this block of Miltonberger Street 
has been altered , left vacant or used for grade-level parking. 
There is very little  unaltered historic character left in the vicinity 
of this building.

Institution

The need for film exchanges began with the opening of the first 
Nickelodeon theatre in Pittsburgh, PA in 1905. For 5¢, the patron 
saw a 10-30 minute motion picture, using a hand-cranked 
projector. The majority of early theatres were small, converted 
stores and had few amenities. A vaudeville performer, singer or 
slide show was usually also part of the presentation, entertaining 
the audience while the film reel was changed.

But like today’s audience, customers soon wanted more. Soon 
ticket buyers were not settling for new films twice a week, but 
twice a day. This demand for ‘fresh’ features rose dramatically 
after 1907 and created the film exchange.

In the early days, film exhibitors bought product directly from the 
manufacturer but once the medium became popular, renting 
films became necessary. 

The first true film exchange began in San Francisco in 1903 and 
in Canada three years later (in Montreal). But it was in Chicago, 
already established as the major distribution hub, where the film 
exchange developed and prospered.

Pittsburgh always conscious of activities around the country, also 
began developing exchanges. In the U.S., exchanges numbered 
less than 12 in 1910 and had grown to over 500 by 1930.

Exchanges were either independent or producer-owned and 
would rent new films to exhibitors and theatre owners on a daily, 
weekly or even monthly basis. Because of the fragile nature of 
the films, repair facilities were often necessary in exchange 
o∞ces and after the advent of posters, exchanges also dealt with 
the cutting of the various sizes of posters and bills that 
accompanied each new release.

The post-World War II years brought major changes to the North 
American theatre industry. The most devastating change was the 
introduction of television, an inexpensive entertainment in 
people’s homes. Added to the growth of major theatre chains 
and the subsequent loss of independent exhibitors, the days of 
the film exchange were numbered.

The building has stood vacant since the late 1990s.

Summary

The Film Exchange Building was constructed at a point in time 
when the movie industry was growing at a phenomenal pace. 
This growth necessitated specialized distribution centres all 
across North America to ensure audiences were seeing the very 
latest releases from the studios in Hollywood and elsewhere. 
Pittsburgh had historically been a distribution centre for film and 
the construction of this building was seen by local observers as 
the necessary evolution of the local business.
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Integrity

The building stands on its original 
site. It appears to be in good 
structural condition. There have been 
some  alterations to the structure, 
although almost all are for interior 
work. The exterior has, despite the 
graffiti, remained relatively unaltered 
since the 1920s . 

The buildingʼs interior and exterior 
have suffered some damage because 
of neglect and prolonged vacancy.  

The previous owner had recently 
removed all interior fixtures and  left 
the office space and hallways on the 
ground floor and all offices on the 
upper floors relatively unaltered from 
their 2009 condition
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Entranceway on south façade is 
delicate blue, white and peach terra 
cotta with scrolls, urns, diaper work 
and winged heads. 

A semi-circular arch made of keystone 
with “Paramount Pictures” is engraved 
above a cornice. 

This entranceway is plastered (swags, 
heads, etc.) sidelighted and 
transomed. 
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Viewed from the front, the building 
has 3 bays ornamented by egg and 
dart moulding, pinecone finials and 
half shells under the cornice line.

 Windows are hopper with stone 
sills and  metal spandrels. 
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Construction

This building, because of its 
specialized function, had to comply 
with city regulations and therefore 
had some unusual features. 

The storage of motion picture film 
had, from the earliest time, been a 
source of consternation for those 
within the industry and for insurance 

companies and city officials across 
the continent. 

The problem was the highly 
flammable nature of the nitrate film. 

It wasnʼt until  the introduction of 
cellulose acetate film that the 
hazard of fire was minimized.
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A two-story building, built primarily 
of red brick, terra cotta and stone 
(trim). 

The foundation is clad in terra cotta 
also. 

The building sits flush to the 
adjacent sidewalks.

The side facing Miltenburger Street 
has 5 bays on the second floor and 
shields of keystone on the first.
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Buildings with a small energy 
footprint help protect owners from 
the future uncertainty of energy 
costs and make operating cost 
more predictable for the foreseeable 
future. 

The objective of the Paramount 
Pictures Film Exchange Building 
renovation is to create a truly 
unique sustainable office 
environment while still maintaining 
the historic landmark character of 
the existing building
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Our goal is an over 50% reduction in 
energy use from a typical office. 

Benefits  of a comprehensive make 
over—chiefly lower operating cost, 
improved interior environmental 
quality, comfort, and durability. 

Our building envelope will be air-
tight but diffusion open;  in other 
words,  you can open the windows 
to allow fresh air. 

Lease Space A
1100 sf

Lease Space B
2100 sf

Lease Space C
2000 sf

Entry A Entry B Entry C
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We are  cleaning and restoring the 
masonry and exterior terra-cotta, 
adding a roof deck area with plantings 
as well as new  windows and 
insulated interior face of the building 
envelope.  

We are also insulating the floor and 
ceilings entirely where possible as 
well.

Deep Energy Reduction Retrofit 
projects would include more 
insulation, better windows and 
doors, and a new  mechanical 
system and  a tighter  more air tight  
building envelope. 

We are in a great position to create 
an affordable Deep Energy 
Reduction Project. 

Lease Space B
3400 sf

Sky Terrace
900 sf

Kitchen/ Lounge
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We envision an atmosphere  that will 
be welcoming; the food will be 
honest, inventive and hopefully 
focused on supporting local farmers 
and environmentally sustainable 
practices while introducing some 
products from like-minded 
entrepreneurs around the world.

We envision a restaurant that will be 
in place for years to come, not just 
successful in the immediate years 
to follow. 

A restaurant that is intended to be a 
fun, easy place to eat with 
affordable high-quality food.
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Environmental Sustainability  

The Paramount Pictures Film Exchange is being developed 
around concepts that respect the balance between industry and 
a healthy sustainable environment.

Our responsibility in this balance is to provide building 
solutions that preserve and improve the quality of our 
environment. 

We are committed to minimizing the environmental 
impact of our developments by striving for excellence 
in environmental and health and safety management 
through continual process improvements as well as 
regulatory  compliance. 

Wherever practicable we source our principal raw 
materials from recycled sources, adopt and promote 
environmentally friendly and energy conserving 
techniques, recycle waste materials and avoid the 
use of toxic or hazardous materials. 

Our Environmental Policy is acknowledged and 
understood by all of our employees who are trained in 
and actively implement and monitor our environmental 
policies. 

We are proud of the quality of our products and services and the 
care we take in providing them and will continue to protect and 
preserve the environment, our health and safety, our neighbors 
and our community. 
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1. TEMPERED GLAZING SHALL CONFORM TO

CPSC 16 CFR 201 AS REQUIRED IN SECTION

2406 OF THE IBC.

2.  SAFETY GLAZING SHALL CARRY A FIRE

RATING AS RECOGNIZED BY THE IBC AND

CONFORM TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF

TEMPERED GLAZING.
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ROBERT E. P ENDERGAST 	 3 18 WASHINGTON ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 152 16 

A n <1RNEY AT LAw TEL.. (41 2) 3 4 1-3900 

FAX (41 2 ) 34 1-1854 
PENDERGAST ~ W V~l£ON NE"T 

January 9, 2012 

Sarah Quinn 

City of Pittsburgh 

Historic Review Commission 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, PA 152 19 


RE: 	 941 Liberty Avenue 

Penn-Liberty Historic District 


Dear Mr. Regan: 

Enclosed Please find the Application for Economic Hardship submitted on the behalf of 
Sonia Varrasso and Caterina Varrasso as related to the above listed property. Please file it 
with regard to the above captioned property. 

If you have any questions with regard to the enclosed please do not hesitate to contact 
my office. Thanking you in advance 

REP/ip 

Enclosures 

cc: Jason Zollett, Asst. City Solicitor 



Division Of Development Admin is tration And Review 
City f Pill burgh, Department Of City Planni ng 

200 Ro s Street, Third Floor 
Pi ttsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVI W COMMISSION OF PITT BURGH 
Application for C ertificae of Economic Hardship 

Date Received: 

Hearing Date: 


Lot and Block No.: 


ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: 
941 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

OWNER APPLICANT 

Name: Cat ri na Varrasso Name: Sonia Varrasso 
Address: 4769 Oakhurst Avenue Address: 4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
City, State, Zip Oi bsonia, P A 15044 City, State, Zip Gi bsonia, P 15044 
Phone: 412.487.7855 Phone: 41 2.487.7855 
Email: None Email: None 

REASON FOR REQUEST: 

The Commission 's Partial denial of SoniaVarrasso's request for Certificate of Appropriateness to install a sidewalk 
cafe with a an ATM will result in un due economic hardship on Sonia Varrassu and h<;:r business 941 <;,doon Corporation. It is 
Ms. Varr'asso's intent to redesign of the fayade of the building in order to crecHe an open air sidewalk cafe with the hopes of 
rejuvenate a slumping Restauran t/Bar business in the ar..:a. The design results in the elimination of a wall in which Lh·~ current 
ATM is located. The new design incorporates the A T1vl into the exterior fapde which provides access to the ATM to the gennal 
public . There is no other sui table location within the business within which tu locate the ATM other than where it currently 
stands. All remaining walls are exterior walls. party walls or contain stairwells, r~·:;lt'ooms and office space. These area:; do not 
provide the wallspace or access necessary to install an ATM. 

The HRC previously approved a similar design with same location of the: ATM and a sin glc door ,, :~ ,;11 entryway. Ms 
Varrasso has purchased the: smallest commercial ATM machine based on the reccommedatlons of the HRC for approximatel y 
$6.000.00. The fa~ade design has not changed with regard to the TM. Ms . Varrasso only resubmitted the design to comply 
with building inspection requests for a duuble duor rather than a sing le door egress. In add ition she determined to obtain 
approval for sign dr:-:ign. 

Dcnial of the current design with the ATM will result in unde hardship as she has purchased an ATM that cannot be 
used and she will be losing between 500.00 und $800.00 in ATM fees per month which has helped to support the business in 
th t:se diflicult enconomic times . The abandonemt:nt of' the project thrGatens the bu :; in ess in general as there continm:s to be: no 
reason for suburbanites to stay in the City of Pittsburgh "fler working hOllrs. This trend will continue ifsome changes are not 
made to draw people into to the Penn-Liberty Area 

SIG ATURES 

-r-"-<f----+--H--­---­-"'- App licant 

Date / - r - J2­

Date I - q '- Id 


http:6.000.00


REQUEST FOR ECONOMIC HARDSHIP 


STANDARD TO BE APPLIED 


Exterior Alterations other than Demolition, New onstruction, Additions, and Re location. Th 
Commission shall only approve an application for a Certifi cate of Economic Hardship upon 
determination that the d nial of the ert ificate of Appropriateness for alterations has resulted in 
substantial hardship to th property owner. 

EVIDENCE TO BE CONSIDERED 

1. 	 Estimated cost of proposed alteration (Non Inclusion of ATM) 

a. 	 Build costs w uld be Minimal 
b. 	 Approval of the Project without the ATM would result in losses as follows: 

I. 	 Losses from the purchase of A TM to suit HRC requests - $6 000.00 
11. 	 Losses in revenue generated from ATM machine Approx. $500.00­

800.00/month 

2. 	 Opinions from a licensed engineer or architect with experience in renova tion, 
restoration or rehabilitation as to the structural soundness of any structures or 
objects on the property and their suitability for continued use, renovation, 
restoration or rehabilitation 

N/A 

3. 	 Any estimates of the market value of the property in its current condition ; after 
completion of the proposed alteration, construction, demolition, or r elocation; after 
any expenditures necessary to comply with the recommendations of the Commission 
for changes necessary for it to approve a Certificate of Appropriateness; and in the 
case of a proposed demolition, after renovation of the existing property for 
continued use. 

There is minimal affect on the value of the pro perty in question for removal of the 
ATM the hardship would be as a result of the limiting the use of the property. in 
denying the use of the ATM. The denial would result in losses to the tenant and 
ultimately result of in the abandonement of the project. The prupose of proj ect 
was to rejuvenate business. The loss as a resul t is immeasurable. 

4. 	 In the case of a proposed demolition, any estima tes from architects, developers, real 
estate consultants, appraisers, or other real estate professionals experienced in 
rehabilitation as to the economic feasibility of restoration, renovation or 
rehabilitation of any existing structures or objects. 

None 



5. 	 Any and all applicable zoning provisions, the possibility of modifications to zoning 
provisions and incentives available to the applicant. 

No Zoning provisions ar > at issue 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE TO BE SUBMITTED 

The applicant intends to submit the following information as evidence that the 
Commission's decision was arbitrary capricious an abus of di screti n and Contrary to law 
resulting in economic hardship to the applicant. 

a. 	 The original approved plan letter and Cert ificate of Appropriat ness. 
b. 	 The current proposed Plan letter and Certi ficate of Appr priateness. 



' .. 

Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street., Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVIEW C OMMISSION OF P rnSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

- Sta./fUse.;....__...__..... ......_... _...-.,......_.._._-_...._.__...."....__........... ,,, ....... __...._....,............_.._-... ...... _···.._--,··__·__.._···.. _..·..·..·..···'····-1 

DEADLINES: Completed Applications must be 

Date Recei~'ed: REeEl VE0 AUG02 10105\Jbmitted 15 days prior to the next HRC hearing, 
when 8 hearing is required. 

Hearing Dale: _ ____________ _ 
FEE SCHEDULE: See attached: Please make 

i
check. paY~ to Treasuur. City ofPllIsburgh Lot and Block #: ! 
Fel1Paid'p4, S 140 i 

~._ _•._._.____..... _._.•. _..._......_,..._..•,._.. _......._._. ........ .. _.................... .._... •._••_ ....._M .... _ ......... ',...•,... ......_ .. __,_......__•.•__.......__....J 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY: __~~9~4Li~LI~·oo~rty~A~v~en~u~e____________ _ __--___ _ _______. 

fins burgh, PA 15222 

HlSTORIC DISTRICT: 

OWNER APPLICANT 

Name: Caterina V arrassQ Name: Sunny Varra5SO 

Ad~: __~4~7~69~0a~k~hu~m~A~v~en~~~_______ Address: 47(1} Q!khurst Avenue 

City, State, Zip: Gibson ia PA 15044 City, State, Zip: Gibsonia PA 15044 

Phone: (4 12)487 - 7855 Fa'<: (\........L}___ _ Phone: (41 2) 377-5 168 Fax: (412)28I ·5222 

E-MAIL: ___________________ E-MAIL: 941tilden@gmaj!'cQm 

qt,-J\ rn'='ti le ~~~ I . r. OM 

REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS: 0 Drawings [8J Photographs 0 Renderings 0 Site Plan D Other 

DETAlLEn DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: Paris ttl Pittsburgh. store front renovation 

., .. 
SJGNATURE DATE 7 - ;? 7 - ) 0 

DATE Z- i'7 - LQ 

A 




Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania J5219 

HISTORIC REVIEW C OMMISSION 
(JIacatll). Chairman 

Ernie Hogan. Vice Chairman 
John Jennings. Secretary, Acting Chief 881 

Nooy lsmCTi/, Diy. O/City Planning 
Arthur Sheffield. m 

Linda McClellan 
Joe Serrao 

February 10,2011 

Sunny Varrasso 
4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
Gibsonia, PA 15044 

Re: 	 941 Liberty Avenue 
Penn-Liberty Historic District 

Dear Ms. Varrasso: 

As you are aware, on November 3, 20 I 0 the Historic Review Commission of the City of Pittsburgh reviewed your 
proposal for renovations at the address listed above, located in the Penn-Liberty City-Designated Historic District. 

By the authority granted to it, the Conunission has approved your application and has issued a Certificate of 
Appropriateness for the work. 

Enclosed, please find the Certificate of Appropriateness. A list of aU of the exterior work approved the Commission 
(and its staft) is listed on the Certificate. You should show the certificate if and when you apply at the Zoning 
CoWlter and the Bureau of Building Inspection for a building permit; you should post the Certificate at the job site 
along with the building permit. . 

If you wish to modify any of the approved exterior work, please contact the llistoric Preservation Office beforehand. 
Any unauthorized work, not in accordance with the Certificate of Appropriateness, may lead to the revocation of the 
building pemit. 

Ifyou have any questions, please feel free to call (412-255-2243), or email makenzie.dieh l@cjtv.pjttsburgh.pa.us 

Sincerely, 

'f1 . fJ~ 
Makenzie Diehl 
Historic Preservation Office 

B 


mailto:makenzie.diehl@cjtv.pjttsburgh.pa.us


ill, 
HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH 

• CITY' OF PITTSBURGIl ' 

CERTIFICATEO.FAPPROPRIATENESS ' #,11-007 

'~. 

Owner: Diego & Caterilla Varrasso Issue Date: ' -iFebruary 9,2011 t': 
,Applicant: Sunny Varrasso .Historic District: Pelln-Lib~rty 

Bu~ding Insp~tor: ' Bob Molynea~ _ Ward: 2nd 
. Address ofProperty: 941 Libe~Avenue Block and Lot:, 9-N-44 

', ' 

,In accordance witliSeetion 1.8 ofTitle Eleven ~ Historic COde o/Ordinances o/the City ofPitl3"";"gh, the Histori~Review Commission has reviewed the 
applicaJion for neW construction, demolition. or exterior alterations submitted by the applicant, and h<Ls. approve4ihefollowing: ' 

:",' . . . . . . 
, ,' .'i' " , . " " ' 

0, ,Rehabi\.itation cf th~ first floor storefront Ort the primary fayade of the adfiress listed above, as per drawings and specifications submitteq to the Historic 
Review Commission on 3-Noveniber-lO. To include: ' 

. . f - . . . 

• lnsta11ation of black, aluminum NAN.A wall storefrQnt system, and new entry door with transom windowaoove. 

• Installation.of10 'l2"w x36"h ATM. AIM sha ll be ~dn wall with ~ck surrmmd to match the existing. 

. Installation ofblack, canvas awning to be mounted to existing brick piers. ' '
• Installati~n of channel letter wall sign, to be face mounted to brick. Letters shall be black, cut"outaerylic aitd individually back-lit. 

' ,' . . . 

·,·One black, bead-board panel planter shall be installed at base of left pier. 

o Details (inchiding'signage and lightiTlg) andchanges to the drawings sha.\1 be presented to theH,istoric Review"Commiss'ion stafi"prior to construction. 

o ' All work itemsmtlstmeet ioning and building in~pection codes, and all other applicable Jaws and regulations. 

, This certificate mUSl lie presentedto-the Zoning Office and l.he Bureau of.Building Inspection in order t0rii~a ~ 
, " , ',' , TJzis CertifICate EXPIRES SIX (6) months after Issue Date/,\ ' ! \\ ! 

. ..: ., • PLEAse DISPLAY TillS CARD PROMINENTL: · } . ) ),' 

PI. 1Jidt1 -- ' i J ~/ ' 


Staff ofthe Historic Review Commission Setre 
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•.> Division of Development Administration and Review 
City of Pittsbmgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PmSBURGH 
Application for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

- SlqffUse-

DEADLINES: 
Completed Applications must be 
submitted 15 days prior tQ next HRC 
hearing, when a hearing is required. 

FEE SCHEDULE: See attached 
Please · make check payable to 
Treanuer, City ofPittslnugh 

Fee Paid: 00 $ 7.-r..f 0 

Date Received: ~ 02 " 2-0( ( 


Hearing Date: 


Lol and Block #: 


ADDRESS OFPROPER1Y: 	 'I'll L I P.-L fl.f 'l Ave. 
~b '-"A IS Z. 2. 'Z.. 

HISTORIC DISTRICf: 

OWNER 	 APPLICANT 


Name: CAtl.rt.c~~ Vl\rlJtAS:»Q Name: 


Address: lI7(.90f1(htutl+ AtJL· Address: 


City, State, Zip: 6,b50lJ I t:I PA- ,So t(L/ City, State, Zip: ~'SoAlIA- P,9 150£1'1 

Phone: Wi 303 .oJaf Fax: (~)_____ Phone: cfiA 07 -BIJ Fax: (l.-..L)_ ____ _ 

~M~: ______________________ E-MAlL: 1t1/ hldtl.) ~ fMll. tp~ . 

REQUIRED ATIACHMENfS: 0 Drawings ~ Photographs 0 Renderings 0 Site Plan 0 Other 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED WORK: ~Ftr~~,~/4~.t::.c~~___________ --_ 

SIGNATURE .DATE IltA I J f, 1 () It 
I 

DATE !lUI Zq lv /I 

o 




Division of Development Administration and Review 

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street. Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

HI5rORIC REVIEW COMMISSION 
(Vacant), Chainnall 

Ern ie Hogan, Vice Chairman 
John Jennings, Secretary, Acting Chief BBI 

Noor Ismail, Dir. 0fCity Planning 
Arthur Sheffield, 11/ 

Linda McClellan 
Joe Serrao 

December 12,2011 

Sunny Varrasso 
4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA 15044 

Re: 	 941 Liberty Avenue 
Penn-Liberty Historic District 

Dear Ms. Van-asso: 

As you are aware, on December 7, 2011 the Historic Review Commission reviewed your application for proposed 
exterior renovations to 941 Liberty Avenue, located in the Penn-Liberty City Designated Historic District. The 
Commission approved a portion of your application, but denied the installation of the ATM in the fayade of th 
building. The Commission members encouraged the installation of an ATM in the building' s interior, which would be 
outside of the jurisdiction of the Historic Review Commission. 

Enclosed please find the Certificate of Appropriateness authorized by the Conunission at that meeting. It lists all of 
the exterior work approved by the Conunisslon. If you wish to modify any of the approved exterior work, please 
contact the Historic Preservation Office beforehand. Any unauthorized work, not in accordance with the Certificate 
of Appropriateness, may lead to the revocation of the building pennit. 

Appeals from the decisions of the Historic Review Commission may be made to the Court ofCommon Pleas. 

TIlank y-ou for your cooperation. If you have any questions, please feel free to can me at 412-255-2243. 

~ 

Sarah uinn 
Historic Preservation Planner 

E 
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Detailed Description of Work 
4360 Centre Avenue 
M. Lee Spangler, Owner 
Elise Keely, E. K. Smith Landscape Design, Applicant and Landscape Architect 
 

• Re-build brick wall along Centre Avenue in front of home. Bricks to be used will match existing 
structure. The English Cross Bond masonry pattern and new limestone caps will be in keeping with the 
style along the length of Centre Avenue. 

 
• Repair of retaining wall to the right of driveway (west) and construction of a new wall, as drawn, to the 

left of the driveway (east), increasing the overall width of the driveway. Bricks, bond pattern, and 
limestone caps will match the wall along Centre Avenue. 

 
• Re-use of current wrought iron gate (Gate A) in front of kitchen entrance at the rear of the driveway to 

provide access to the rear garden area. Gate B to the main front entrance will be re-used in the same 
location. 

 
• Removal of current front entry to the kitchen (added in the early 1980s) and widening of the current 

kitchen casement windows facing Centre Avenue, as per enclosed renderings.  The windows used will 
match the size, trim, and character of current windows.  These new windows will be Marvin’s Ultimate 
Replacent Casement Windows with Simulated Divided Light, with exterior cladding in White. 

 
• New concrete driveway. 

 
• Construction of two 14” deep limestone runner steps up to grade in the entry courtyard with adjacent 

24” limestone capped seat walls.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 



 



 



 



 



Proposed front elevation, looking west from Centre Avenue

 



Proposed window product for installation and replacement:          
 

                                                  
 
The windows pictured (taken from www.marvin.com) will be similar to what would be installed: Marvin-brand casements with single-divided-lights 
(exterior and interior), wooden  interiors, and white cladded exteriors.  The windows in the “A” and “B” window sockets (as seen on the prior page) 
would be Marvin’s Ulitmate Casement, with 3 windows in a row, a 2 x 3 lite configuration, and fitting into a 67” x 47.5” rough opening.  The 
windows in the “C” socket would be 4 individual Marvin Ulitmate Casement Replacements, also a 2 x 3 lite configuration (to match the existing 3), 
and each fitting into a socket of 24.5” x 28”. 

http://www.marvin.com/




Photo 1: View from Centre Ave.

  



Photo 2: View from Centre Avenue

 



Photo 3: East driveway retaining wall

 



Photo 4: Base of east driveway retaining wall

 



Photo 5: West driveway retaining wall, view from street

 



Photo 6: West driveway retaining wall from home

 



Photo 7: West driveway retaining wall from home

 



Photo 8: Front wall, looking west

 



Photo 9: Gate to be removed during renovation

 



Photo 10: Gate to be removed, view from Centre Avenue sidewalk 

 



Photo 11: Front wall, damaged and repaired prior to purchase with mismatching brick style and bond 

 



Photo 12: Front wall, damaged brick 

 



Photo 13: Front wall, view from Centre Avenue sidewalk, detail of damaged brick 

 



Photo 14: Front wall, view from Centre Avenue sidewalk, detail of damaged brick 

 



Photo 15: Front wall, view from Centre Avenue sidewalk, detail of damaged brick 

 



Photo 16: Front wall, view from entry courtyard, detail of damaged brick 

 



Photo 17: Front wall, view from entry courtyard, detail of damaged brick 

 



Photo 18: Front wall, view east in entry courtyard 

 



Photo 19: Front wall, view from entry courtyard, portion of wall damaged and repaired with mismatching brick style and bond 

 



Photo 20: Front wall, view west in entry courtyard
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Overhead View
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