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Minutes of the Meeting of May 4, 2011 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others Others (cont.) 
Noor Ismail Sarah Quinn Kris Bennett Gregory S. Ross 
Ernie Hogan Makenzie Diehl Andrew Bavas Evelyn Jones 
Linda McClellan  Brenda Simpson  
Arthur Sheffield  Carole Malakoff  
Joe Serrao  Peter Margattai  
John Jennings  Joe Frankert  
  Dunny Shah  
  Shirley Bailey  

New Business 
 
Approval of Minutes: In regards to the April 2011 minutes, Mr. Serrao moved to approve.  Ms. McClellan seconded 
the motion, all members voted in favor. 

Certificates of Appropriateness: In regards to the March 2011 Certificates of Appropriateness, Mr. Serrao moved to 
approve, Ms. McClellan seconded the motion, all members voted in favor. 

Applications for Economic Hardship: None  

Upcoming Demolitions: None 

Other: Mr. Diehl reports that the Planning Commission recommended designation of the Wingman House to City 
Council on May 3rd. Ms. Diehl also states that staff has received an application for replacement of the non-conforming 
windows at 856 N. Lincoln Avenue. She says the application is pending review by the Allegheny West Local Review 
Committee. 

Adjourn: Ms. McClellan moved to adjourn, Mr. Jennings seconded the motion, all voted in favor. 

Discussion on hearing items follows on the attached pages. 

Division of Development Administration and Review 
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 
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NATIONAL REGISTER: LISTED.......................................  ELIGIBLE ...................................  
 

Proposed Changes: 
 CONTINUED: Proposed building rehabilitation. 

Discussion: 

1. Peter Margaittai, architect, introduces himself. Mr. Margattai reviews the project and states that they were 
directed by the Commission to investigate the state of the current brick materials. He says he thought half of 
the building was covered in veneer brick, and after investigating, discovered it was in fact full brick.  

2. Mr. Hogan asks if the mason give any indication of the brick’s ability to be cleaned and sealed. Mr. Margittai 
says they did not discuss this, but he’s sure it could be done. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for public comment, there is none. 

4. Mr. Hogan says the Historic Code is very specific about not painting masonry which is currently unpainted. 

5. Mr. Margittai says part of the parapet wall is also bulging so they will have to rebuild that section. 

6. Ms. McClellan says the Commission also asked them to consider alternatives. Mr. Margittai says the only 
other option is to preserve the brick as is, match any replacement brick closely as possible, and seal it with a 
clear sealant. 

 
 
 

MOTION: 

Mr. Serrao................. Motions to approve the building rehabilitation as submitted, but deny the painting of the 
brick. 

Mr. Jennings ............. Seconds the motion. 

All members ............. Voted in favor 

................................. Motion passes. 

OWNER: 
Gregg 21st Street, LP 
825 East Pittsburgh Plaza 
East Pittsburgh, PA 15112 

APPLICANT: 
Peter Margittai Architects, LLC 
2110 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

WARD: .....................................17th 

LOT &  BLOCK: ................... 3-H-99 

INSPECTOR: ................ PAT BROWN 

COUNCIL DISTRICT:........................ 

ZONING CLASSIFICATION: .............. 

ARCH. RATING: .............................. 

APPLICATION RECEIVED: 3/23/11 
 
SITE VISITS: 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APP.:00-000 
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NATIONAL REGISTER: LISTED.......................................  ELIGIBLE ...................................  
 

Proposed Changes: 
 Proposed building rehabilitation. 

Discussion: 
 

1.  Mr. Margittai says this is the former T & T Hardware building. He says the storefront is all original with the 
exception of the bulkhead at the storefront base. He says the doors and hardware are original, but the windows are 
not with exception of the two arched windows at the top. He says there is clear evidence there was a baclconette, 
which they are proposing to restore.  He says they are reinstalling the original arched doors which have been stored 
in the basement. He says they are going to be applying for a variance to reinstall the original T&T Hardware 
projecting sign. 

 
2.  Mr. Hogan asks for public comment, there is none. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MOTION: 

Mr. Serrao................. Motions to approve the application as submitted, with all details and materials to be 
submitted to staff. 

Mr. Jennings ............. Seconds the motion. 

All members ............. Voted in favor 

................................. Motion passes. 
 
 

OWNER: 
Carnegie Sutherland Properties 
3 Nickmans Place 
Lemont Furnace, PA 15456 
 

APPLICANT: 
Peter Margittai Architects, LLC 
2110 Sarah Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15203 

WARD: .....................................16th 

LOT &  BLOCK: ............... 312-K-33 

INSPECTOR: ................ PAT BROWN 

COUNCIL DISTRICT:........................ 

ZONING CLASSIFICATION: .............. 

ARCH. RATING: .............................. 

APPLICATION RECEIVED: 4/12/11 
 
SITE VISITS: 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APP.:00-000 
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NATIONAL REGISTER: LISTED.......................................  ELIGIBLE ...................................  
 

Proposed Changes: 
 Proposed installation of replacement front entrance doors. 

Discussion: 

 
1.  Brenda Simpson, Deacon Gregory Ross, and Shirley Bailey, trustees of the Church, introduces themselves. Mr. 

Ross says the church’s front doors are rotting and falling apart. He says these are not the original doors. He says 
they would like to replace them, but they would like to salvage the stained glass sidelights. 

 
2.  Mr. Hogan asks if there was any investigation of what it might cost to replicate the original doors. Mr. Ross says 

no. Mr. Hogan asks if there was any discussion with the community. Mr. Ross says they spoke to one person who 
is usually at the meetings. 

 
3.  Mr. Hogan asks for public comment. Carole Malakoff of the Allegheny West Local Review Committee says she 

works for PHLF and coordinates the Historic Religious Properties Grant Program, and this would fit into the 
program. She says the next round of grants will be 2012. She says they can give them advice and guidance on the 
restoration of their building.  

 
4.  Mr. Ross says they know about grants but as he understands it, once grants are accepted, they are then directed on 

how to use the money. He says the church is big enough for them to do certain things on their own, but they 
appreciate the offer.  

 
5.  Mr. Hogan says the program is highly successful and sought after. He says this is a phenomenal building and it 

warrants loving detail, and he would love to see some upgrade to the church and he is not a fan replicating the 
current replacement doors. Mr. Hogan says there are a number of local fine woodworking companies that could 
replicate these doors. Mr. Serrao says he agrees with the Chairman, and he would like to see a better solution. 

 

MOTION: 

Mr. Serrao................. Motions to table the application to a later hearing. 

Mr. Sheffield............. Seconds the motion. 

All members ............. Voted in favor 

................................. Motion passes. 

OWNER: 
Tabernacle Cosmopolitan Baptist 
Church 
1240 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 

APPLICANT: 
Tabernacle Cosmopolitan Baptist 
Church 
1240 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15212 
 

WARD: ....................................22nd 

LOT &  BLOCK: .................23-J-299 

INSPECTOR: ...........OWEN FINEGAN 

COUNCIL DISTRICT:........................ 

ZONING CLASSIFICATION: .............. 

ARCH. RATING: .............................. 

APPLICATION RECEIVED: 4/21/11 
 
SITE VISITS: 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APP.:00-000 
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NATIONAL REGISTER: LISTED.......................................  ELIGIBLE ...................................  
 

Proposed Changes: 
In-kind repair to front porches after-the-fact. 

Discussion: 

1.  Kris Bennett, property owner, introduces himself. Mr. Bennett says he was not familiar with historic districts and 
the process, and the front porches had been falling down so in the interest of safety they took down both porches. 
He says the building inspector, Mark Sanders, came by and told them to continue to remove it in the interest of 
safety. 

2.  He shows pictures of nearby properties which he is using as an expamole to guide their rehabilitation work. He says 
one of the buildings’ brick is painted so they would like to repaint it and paint the neighboring building for 
contiuinity. He says they are proposing to replace the asphalft shingles as needed. He says the porches will have 
raised seam metal roofs. 

3.  He says Duquesne Light isntalled the meters on the front of the building, and they did not know this was not 
permitted in the historic district. He says they would propose to build a column around the meter to hide it. Mr. 
Hogan says this would not be acceptable.  

4.  Mr. Hogan asks for public comment. Evelyn Jones of the Manchester LRC says they spoke with the property 
owners at their last meeting. She says the design was acceptable aside from the painting of the brick. She says the 
porches were falling apart as they were unoccupied for 8-9 years. She says they would like to have more 
information going forward. 

5.  Carole Malakoff says this row of houses faces Beech Avenue directly and neighobrs in the Allegheny West 
community were upset when work was being done without permits. She says they would like to see drawings of 
exactly what the properties will look like.  

6.  John DeSantis introdcues himself and says he is speaking on behalf of the Allegheny West Civic Council. He says 
this row of houses is literally the face of Manchester. He says they are very concerned that the property owners are 
not fully aware of what they are doing and where they are doing it, and the responsibility they have to these historic 
buldings. He says it would be very difficult to disparage the work that’s been done on these buildings thus far. He 
says he has a feeling a lot of people working on this project have never done construction work before. He says 
they would ask for a certified architect to submit plans to the Manchester LRC, and for building inspection to be 
vigilant, as a lot of work has been done without permits. He says the Allegheny West Civic Council developed the 
nearby properties, Fitzgibbons Square, and had no difficulty relocating the meters to the rear of the building.   

7.  Mr. Hogan says he thinks they started in the right place by going to the Manchester LRC, he says he would also 
encourage them to work with the Allegheny West LRC as they have a great deal of expertise.  He says in order for 

OWNER: 
Kristoffer J Bennett 
1000 N Monroe Street 
Titusville, PA 16354 
 

APPLICANT: 
Kristoffer J Bennett 
1000 N Monroe Street 
Titusville, PA 16354 

WARD:.....................................21ST 

LOT &  BLOCK:....................7-D-74 

INSPECTOR:.......... MARK SANDERS 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: .......................  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION:..............  

ARCH. RATING:..............................  

APPLICATION RECEIVED: 3/22/2011 
 
SITE VISITS: 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APP.:00-000 
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them to reconstruct the porches they will have to engage professional services of an architect. He says they will also 
need to address all detials including the materials and colors of windows, doors, and paint finishes for HRC staff to 
issue approval.  

8.  Mr. Hogan says when the nearby properties were rehabbed, some of them involved stripping the paint of the brick. 
Mr. Bavas says they did not want to paint but 1005 and 1009 are painted, so they wanted to establish continuity. 
Mr. Hogan says he has never voted for painting brick. Mr. Hogan says Mr. Bennett can work closely with staff to 
establish their materials for the next meeting and, he asks that Mr. Bennett engage the community again. 

MOTION: 

Mr. Serrao................. Motions to table the application to the subsequent month’s hearing. 

Mr. Sheffield............. Seconds the motion. 

All members ............. Voted in favor 

................................. Motion passes. 
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NATIONAL REGISTER: LISTED.......................................  ELIGIBLE ...................................  
 

Proposed Changes: 
Proposed installation of wall sign after-the-fact. 

Discussion: 

1.  Dunny Shah, building tenant, introduces himself. Joe Frankert, sign contractor, introduces himself. Mr. Frankert 
says the building owner would like to take the existing sign down, and his proposal is to replace it with vinyl 
lettering. Mr. Frankert says he also understands there was in issued with the adversing signs in the lower windows.  

2.  Mr. Hogan says signs can be painted, not-backlit and applied to signboards. He says any type of imagery of sales 
on the windows is also prohbited in the historic district, and in the past the Commission has not approved these as 
an exception. 

3.  Mr. Frankert says the proposal would be to remove the non-conforming signage and install a 2’ x 7’ (14 sq. ft.) 
vinyl applique in the transom window. 

4.  Brendan Schubert of the Zoning Office verifies that based on the building’s size, the tenant is permitted to have a 
maximum of 32 sq. ft. of signage as per the Zoning Code. 

5.  Staff points out that the transom glass appears to be textured. The building owner and sign contractor are unable to 
confirm the glass type. Mr. Shah states he also believes there is a mullion through the transom window. Mr. 
Frankert proposes applying the vinyl applique to the 4’ x 4’ transom window above the doorway. Mr. Frankert 
states he will also investigate the other glass. 

6.  Mr. Hogan asks for public comment, there is none. 

 

MOTION: 

Mr. Serrao................. Motions to deny the signage (wall sign, window advertisements) as installed after-the-fact, 
and approve the installation of a 4’x4’ vinyl appliqué to be installed in the transom window 
above the doorway. 

Mr. Jennings ............. Seconds the motion. 

All members ............. Voted in favor 

................................. Motion passes. 

OWNER: 
Neill F. Brady 
163 Market Street 
Leechburg, PA 15656 
 

APPLICANT: 
Joe Frankert 
5071 Doyle Road 
Pittsburgh, PA 15227 

WARD:.......................................2ND 

LOT &  BLOCK:....................9-N-39 

INSPECTOR:....... BOB MOLYNEAUX 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: .......................  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION:..............  

ARCH. RATING:..............................  

APPLICATION RECEIVED: 4/11/2011 
 
SITE VISITS: 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APP.:00-000 
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NATIONAL REGISTER: LISTED.......................................  ELIGIBLE ...................................  
 

Proposed Changes: 
Proposed façade rehabilitation. 

Discussion: 

1.  James Garvey, building owner, introduces himself. He states that on March 22, 2011 there was a fire at this 
building, and the restaurant which occupied it will most likely not re-open at this location. He states that in 1994 he 
received approval by the HRC for a façade rehabilitation. Mr. Garvey outlines the drawings as proposed which 
include the installation of tile at the storefront base, painting, etc.  

2.  Mr. Hogan asks if the existing stone lintels are painted. Mr. Garvey says, yes, they are painted black and he will be 
repainting them. He says if the Commission would prefer he stripped them, he would do that. Mr. Hogan says that 
would be preferable.  

3.  Mr. Garvey says he will bring the entry door forward, so it is almost flush with the storefront glass.  

4.  Mr. Hogan states that there is no one present for public comment. 

 

MOTION: 

Mr. Serrao................. Motions to approve the drawings as submitted with the colors and materials to be submitted 
to staff for final approval. 

Ms. McClellan .......... Seconds the motion. 

All members ............. Voted in favor 

................................. Motion passes. 
 

OWNER: 
James E. Garvey 
2821 Castleview Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15227 
 

APPLICANT: 
James E. Garvey 
2821 Castleview Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15227 
 

WARD:.....................................17TH
  

LOT &  BLOCK:..................3-H-149 

INSPECTOR:.................PAT BROWN 

COUNCIL DISTRICT: .......................  

ZONING CLASSIFICATION:..............  

ARCH. RATING:..............................  

APPLICATION RECEIVED: 4/18/2011 
 
SITE VISITS: 
 
CERTIFICATES OF APP.:00-000 


