HISTORIC REVIEW COMMISSION OF PITTSBURGH

Minutes of the Meeting of March 5, 2008
Beginning at 12:30 PM

200 Ross Street

First Floor Hearing Room

Pittsburgh, PA 15219

In Attendance:

Members Staff Others

Michael Stern, Chairman Katherine Molnar

Paul Tellers, Vice Chair

Earle Onque

Ruth Drescher

Jill Joyce

Daniel Cipriani

Old Business

Enforcement: Ms. Molnar presented the enforcement issues — She reported that 1016 East Carson Street was
scheduled for housing court on the 10" of March.

Nominations Report: There are five buildings in the nomination process. Ms. Molnar reported that the Planning
Commission did not vote to recommend or not recommend the Workingmen’s Savings Bank nomination to City
Council. Effectively, the PC gave up its right to comment on the nomination.

National Negro Opera House an action vote at Planning Commission recently (12") and the Planning Commission
voted to recommend the nomination to City Council (not unanimous).

City Council voted to approve the nomination of the August Wilson House.
Garden Theatre nomination would have a public comment hearing before City Council on March 18"

Ms. Molnar reported that Malta Temple would be briefed to the Planning Commission on March 25",

New Business

Approval of Minutes: Ms. Molnar lamented that she had not sent out the February minutes. The Commission
did not approve any minutes.

Certificates of Appropriateness: Molnar directed the commissioners to the Certificates of Appropriateness. In
regards to the February Certificates of Appropriateness, Mr. Onque moved to approve, Ms. Drescher seconded the
motion, all voted in favor.

Applications for Economic Hardship: There were no Applications for Economic Hardship.
Consideration of Rev. Burgess’ bill to extend Council decision time from 90 days to 120 days: Ms. Molnar

informed the HRC that they would be voting to recommend approval of this bill at its next regularly scheduled
meeting, in April.




Adjourn: Mr. Tellers moved to adjourn the meeting, Ms. Drescher seconded the motion, all voted in favor.

Discussion on hearing items follows on the attached pages.

Attachments




1416 Nixon Street

Pittsburgh HRC — March 5, 2008

Manchester Historic District

OWNER:
Matthew & Willie C Sherrell
1416 Nixon Street
Pittsburgh, PA 15233

APPLICANT:
Russell Blaich
Bureau of Building Inspection
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

WARD: ...ovvorrenreereeessinssesssinnens 21
LOT & BLOCK:................... 22-E-342
INSPECTOR: .............. R. Freyermuth
COUNCIL DISTRICT: ..o 6"

ARCH. RATING: ......cevrrnne Typical

APPLICATION RECEIVED:

02/13/08
SITE VISITS:
NONE
CERTIFICATES OF APP.:
NONE

Proposed Changes:
Raze the garage structure

Discussion of Proposal:

Ms. Molnar introduced the proposal, and gave the map of the property’s location. The garage structure was
in horrible condition, and after seeing the photographs, the HRC did not hesitate to approve the demolition.
The Manchester Real Estate report did not comment on the building. Mr. Stern wondered why the HRC
even needed to review these applications, since the garage was in such terrible shape.

MOTION: Ms. Joyce moved to approve the demolition.
SECOND: Mr. Cipriani seconded the motion.

IN FAVOR: ALL
OPPOSED: None



Pittsburgh HRC — March 5, 2008

1102 Warlo Street Manchester Historic District
OWNER: WARD: ..ottt 21% APPLICATION RECEIVED:
Rachel F. Tagg (deceased) . 02/05/2008
1102 Warlow Street LOT & BLOCK:.....c.erevenee. 22-L-299 SITE VISITS:
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 INSPECTOR: .....c..o..... R. Freyermuth NONE
) h CERTIFICATES OF APP.:
APPLICANT: COUNCIL DISTRICT: weveeeeeveveeeen 6 NONE
Russell Blaich ZONING CLASSIFICATION: ...covvvrennen.

Bureau of Building Inspection
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Proposed Changes:
Raze the building to the ground

Discussion of Proposal:

Ms. Molnar introduced the proposal, and gave the map of the property’s location. There was some
discussion as to the exact location of the property, because it was located on a secondary street. There was
some discussion as to how many structures occupied the same lot.

Mr. Tellers indicated that the demolition would potentially increase the property value of the primary

structure.

Ms. Drescher asked whether the Manchester Citizens Corporation would have the opportunity to comment
on these issues. Ms. Molnar replied that the MCC does get a copy of the agenda, and would have an
opportunity to comment if they desired to.

MOTION: Mr. Tellers moved to approve the demolition.
SECOND: Mr. Onque seconded the motion.

IN FAVOR: ALL
OPPOSED: None
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1902 Chateau Street Manchester Historic District
OWNER: WARD: ...ttt 21% APPLICATION RECEIVED:
Cynthia Powell . 01/30/2008
1002 Chateau Street LOT & BLOCK:....oeovevn. 22-E-274 SITE VISITS:
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 INSPECTOR: .............. R. Freyermuth NONE
. " CERTIFICATES OF APP.:
APPLICANT COUNCIL DISTRICT: wovvvvevvvesveens 6 NONE
Russell Blaich ZONING CLASSIFICATION: ...cvvverennen.

Bureau of Building Inspection
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Proposed Changes:
Raze the structure

Discussion of Proposal:

Ms. Molnar introduced the proposal, and gave the map of the property’s location. She indicated that the
property owner, Ms. Powell, was present at the hearing. Mr. Blaich gave the background as to why the
property was scheduled for demolition — that the fagade wall was bowed out on the adjacent property. The
demolition contractor would not tear down the adjacent property (1904) because it was a liability to Ms.
Powell’s house. Ms. Powell interjected with the same comments. She wondered why she should be
penalized because the neighboring property was in disrepair. Essentially, Ms. Powell is forced with the
decision to either repair both houses (at her cost), or pay to demolish her own house (condemned in
association with the neighboring house). Mr Blaich said that BBI wanted to tear down 1904 to help out
1902, but the contractors won’t touch it. The HRC “okayed” the demolition last year, according to Mr.
Blaich.

Mr. Blaich said that it would cost more to fix her house and the party wall than it would cost for the
demolition. Mr. Cipriani echoed Blaich’s comments.

Mr. Stern asked if there is anyway to repair the houses, and Ms. Powell replied that she contacted several
contractors, all of whom would not touch the place. Mr. Stern asked if the wall was the only problem with
the house, and she replied that it was. Mr. Stern asked if anyone had talked with Tom Hardy about the
problem, and Ms. Powell said she had gone to MCC meetings. Every time someone discusses Chateau
Street, she gets the feeling that nobody wants to put money into Chateau.

Ms. Drescher wondered if there was no way to save the structure, and it had to come down, would she be
compensated by the City? The reply from Stern and Blaich was that Ms. Powell would have to pay for the
demolition of her own home. Mr. Stern suggested that we continue the hearing to facilitate the
conversation, and attempt to get some help to restore the neighboring building, if the homeowner was
willing to repair her own home. Ms. Powell was willing to pursue that route.

MOTION: Ms. Drescher moved to table the application until the next meeting (April) to encourage conversation
about possibilities to save the structures.

SECOND: Mr. Tellers seconded the motion.

IN FAVOR: ALL

OPPOSED: None
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1117 Sheffield Street Manchester Historic District
OWNER; WARD: ..ottt 21% APPLICATION RECEIVED:
Duane & Paula Hill . 01/28/2008
1119 Sheffield Street LOT & BLOCK:.......covrenee. 22-R-207 SITE VISITS:
Pittsburgh, PA 15233 INSPECTOR: .....c.cu.... R. Freyermuth NONE
) th CERTIFICATES OF APP.:
APPLICANT: COUNCIL DISTRICT: vevveveeveveeeen, 6 NONE
Russell Blaich ZONING CLASSIFICATION: ......eeve.e.

Bureau of Building Inspection
Pittsburgh, PA 15219

Proposed Changes:
Raze the structure to the ground.

Discussion of Proposal:

Ms. Molnar introduced the proposal, and gave the map of the property’s location. She indicated that the
property owner, Mr. Hill, was present at the hearing. Mr. Hill introduced himself. He bought the property
over ten years ago, intending to rehabilitate it. After beginning rehabilitation, he realized that some of the
walls were beginning to bow. He hadn’t worked on it for 2.5 years, due to illness. Mr. Bob Mystik is his
friend and contractor who is working to repair the building.

Mr. Cipriani told the building owner to start getting his permits in order, and that he needed to apply for a
Certificate of Appropriateness in order to begin the permitting process. He indicated that he would contact

Ms. Molnar.

Ms. Molnar asked what his timeframe for rehab is — he said that he would like to start working by May.

MOTION: Ms. Drescher moved to deny the application for demolition, pending the submission within two months
the paperwork for a CofA and building permits.

SECOND: Mr. Cipriani moved to second.

IN FAVOR: ALL
OPPOSED: None



Pittsburgh HRC — March 5, 2008
100 West North Avenue Local Landmark Nomination

Nominator Information

Owner: Salvation Army
Nominated By: David McMunn

Mexican War Streets Society
Date of Nomination: 11 December 2007

Building Information

Date of Construction: 1927
Architect(s): W. R. Klicker and William K. Beltz
Builder(s): Rose & Fisher

National Register Status: None

Zoning Information

Ward: 22"
Neighborhood: Central Northside
Block and Lot Number: 0023-K-00411
Zoning: LNC

Discussion of Proposal:

Ms. Molnar told the HRC that they should vote whether to recommend or not recommend the designation
of the Malta Temple to the City Council. She reiterated the points of significance that the building meets.

Mr. Stern asked for public comment:

- Mr. David McMunn addressed the HRC in support of the nomination, and he indicated that he had
letters of support from Councilwomen Payne and Harris.

- Mr. Kenneth Minten addressed the HRC in support of the nomination, as a representative of
Councilwoman Harris.

MOTION: Mr. Tellers moved to recommend to City Council that the Malta Temple Building (100 West North)
be designated a historic-structure.

SECOND: Ms. Joyce seconded the motion

IN FAVOR: All

OPPOSED: None



