
  ART COMMISSION 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF February25, 2009 

BEGINNING AT 2:00 P.M. 
 
 

PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Klavon, Indovina, Cooper, Astorino, 
Hall 

 
PRESENT OF THE STAFF:    Noor Ismail  

Morton Brown 
        
A. Approval of Meeting Minutes 
 
Ms. Klavon asked for approval of minutes. Indovina moved to accept. Cooper second. The 
minutes for December, 2008 were accepted and approved.   
 
B. Correspondence 
 
Mr. Brown noted no correspondence. 
 
C.   Items for Review  
 

a. Sky Art-Public Art Banners 
o Maureen Piraino, Business Development Director, Northside 

Leadership Conference (NSLC) 
o Bill Rogers, Director, Artists Image Resource (AIR) 

 
Ms. Piraino began presentation stating that this project, Sky Art Banners, is a partnership between 
NSLC and AIR seeking Conceptual Approval from the Art Commission. This project is also 
affiliated with the Charm Bracelet Project and partners. 
 
Ms. Piraino submitted a letter of support from Deutschtown Merchants Association. Ms. Piraino 
stated that the purpose of the project is to display artwork of local artists in this revolving 
“gallery” of banners. This “gallery” will consist of eight existing poles will be utilized along East 
Ohio Street, each banner will be two-sided, resulting in sixteen unique images created by local 
artists. The banners would be changed with new art every quarter of the year. The current budget 
reflects this scenario. 
 
Ms. Piraino also noted that this project would connect the Allegheny City Corridor. Currently, 
this phase one of the project would place banners along the business district on East Ohio Street, 
but subsequent phases would encompass Federal North corridor, Western Avenue and West Ohio 
streets as funding is secured.  
 
Ms. Piraino stated that one question that will be raised today is whether or not subsequent images 
of phase one, should it be approved today, need to come back to the Art Commission for 
approval. Ms. Piraino noted that while AIR works with artists and community group of local 
businesses, non-profit organizations, and cultural organizations to design the banners, another 
local company, Modern Reproductions actually produces the banners. October Development will 
install the banners and AIR will store all banners when not in use. Ms. Piraino then introduced 
Bill Rogers of AIR to explain the design process. 
 



Mr. Rogers began by distributing photographic prints of each of the sixteen proposed banner 
designs to the Commission. Mr. Rogers explained that in the recent past, AIR had worked with 
local businesses along East Ohio Street to have their artists design printed storefront window 
displays. Mr. Rogers explained that this is part of the mission of AIR: To facilitate artists’ 
professional development by engaging in a collaborative experience with the community. 
 
Mr. Rogers explained that in this phase one of the project—each banner would hang in front of 
the store that is pictured in the banner. Mr. Rogers also noted that AIR is currently still working 
through some of the text that will be displayed on the banners: Acronyms of cultural non-profits, 
and action verbs such as “Buy”, “Shop”, “Sell”, “Eat”, etc. 
 
Ms. Klavon asked if the applicants had spoken to Guy Costa regarding Department of Public 
Works banner permit requirements. 
 
Ms. Piraino stated that Morton Brown had advised her to present to the Commission for 
Conceptual Approval, then apply for a permit when and if Final Approval was granted. 
 
Ms. Klavon directed Ms. Piraino and Mr. Brown to work through that process together. 
 
Ms. Hall asked if these images represented a mixture of non-profit, cultural organizations and for-
profit retail businesses. 
 
Ms. Piraino stated that this is correct, and that the gallery of images was intended to be a mixture 
of non-profits/cultural organizations and retail businesses. The images would also highlight some 
the “charms” (cultural and non-profit orgs) of the Northside, but some of the charm banners 
would need not reside directly adjacent or in front of its referent. 
 
Ms. Hall asked if the abbreviated form of Aviary, spelled in the banner design as A-V-R-Y would 
remain on the final product. 
 
Mr. Rogers stated that the artists who were designing the banners were exploring that so that the 
banners all had a consistent look (all of the letters of action verbs or charms would be about the 
same size and occupy the same space). 
 
Ms. Hall noted that if someone from out-of-town came into the East Ohio Street business district 
and saw these, they would be utterly confused—thereby defeating the purpose of the banners. 
 
Ms. Ismail noted the same concern as Ms. Hall; the designs are aesthetically pleasing, but the text 
would be confusing. 
 
Mr. Brown noted a similar concern of the “chopping off” of the contact numbers and address 
blocks within the upper portion of the banners, and asked if AIR planned to leave them that 
way—running off the edge. 
 
Mr. Rogers stated that these were merely placeholders at this time, and that the artists were trying 
to identify or “tease” info of a business or charm in an artistic fashion without creating a 
commercial advertisement. 
 
Ms. Klavon stated that she liked the characters running off the edge and saw no conflict with 
them remaining. 
 



Mr. Rogers said that these were good comments, and they would consider that as they finalize the 
designs before production. 
 
Ms. Piraino stated that in initial meetings with merchants, business owners actually liked the 
images without text better than those that had text and that it is very possible that the text might 
be removed in finalization. 
 
Mr. Astorino stated that the Department of Public Works banner permit would disallow the use of 
commercial logos and other indicia of any retail business. 
 
Mr. Brown confirmed that this was correct, and stated that he would work through those issues 
with Ms. Piraino and AIR as they move forward. 
 
Mr. Cooper asked about how this project will sustain itself over time. 
 
Mr. Rogers and Ms. Piraino stated that by using AIR as a source for future artists and using 
Northside Leadership Conference as a fundraiser, there should be no end to their keeping banners 
in place and/or revolving them out on a quarterly basis. 
 
Mr. Cooper stated that he would like them to consider sustainability of the project and map out its 
future so that this project could survive and possibly be a model for future similar projects. 
 
Ms. Klavon asked for a motion.  
 
MOTION: Project as presented receive Conceptual and Final approval, with the condition that 
any new banners (new images) on this street or any other nearby streets within this project’s 
purview would have to come back to the Commission for approval. Upon any subsequent 
proposals to the Art Commission, more information on process sustainability and artist selection 
must be provided. 
 
MOVED:  Indovina                         SECONDED:  Cooper  
 
 IN FAVOR:  All 
 
 OPPOSED:  None   CARRIED 
 
 

b. Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild and Perry Hilltop Citizen’s Council-Mural 
o Anne Kindseth, Student Services Specialist, MCG 
o Students of MCG 

 
Ms. Kindseth of Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild (MCG) began her presentation by introducing 
members of her party: Janet Gunter of Perry Hilltop Citizen’s Council, and MCG students: Ben 
Pyles, Patty Wilson, Shacteal Ingram, Ashley Calyimontes, and fellow MCG staff member, Keith 
Hershberger.  
 
Ms. Kindseth gave background on MCG, stating that the org is 40 year old non-profit that focuses 
on art and trade activities, mostly in after-school programming. The specific group of students 
involved in this project is a grant funded, high school student group called ALPS: Arts 
Leadership in Public Service. The purpose of ALPS is to develop youth community service skills 
through the Arts.  



 
Janet Gunter had written a letter to MCG requesting a mural in Perry Hilltop about a year prior to 
the beginning of this project. MCG, in response to this request, thought that this would be a great 
place to insert the ALPS team.  
 
This project, on the former M.A. Lucas Meats & Grocery Store at 2246 Wilson Avenue, involves 
the ALPS students painting a mural on the boarded up windows of an abandoned building in 
order to beautify an eye-sore and to promote pride and stewardship in the neighborhood. 
 
 Since the building is owned by the Urban Redevelopment Authority (URA), the Art Commission 
has no purview—this review is a courtesy, at the request of the URA. 
  
27 Alps interns are involved in the project, promoting team-building and teamwork activities. 
Project and process will also be documented, and displayed in an exhibition will take place in 
MCG’s downtown gallery at 800 Penn Avenue during a gallery walk on March 23, 2009. ALPS 
interns will document, design, and install the exhibition as well. Ms. Kindseth then introduced 
Ashley Calyimontes, ALPS intern. 
 
Ms. Calyimontes introduced herself as a 10th grade ALPS intern in photography, and proceeded to 
present images of the site and existing conditions of the neighborhood through a powerpoint 
presentation.  
 
Patty Wilson, 11th grade digital ALPS intern proceeded to talk about the mural design process and 
community interaction. Students made several conceptual designs and then chose 3 to present to 
the Perry Hilltop Citizens Group.  After the final concept was chosen, all ALP interns developed 
the color palette and finalized the design to scale. Ceramic elements were also chosen at this time 
to be added to the design. 
 
It was decided that actual neighborhood citizens should not be depicted in the mural as this might 
be a point of controversy, so an old photograph of Mr. Lucas, the buildings’ former 
owner/proprietor was chosen to be the sole figure depicted. 
 
Ben Pyles, senior design Alps intern, discussed the actual materials to be used in the mural. The 
boards used for the painted surface will be newly purchased and primed with Kilz brand latex 
primer. The design will be projected onto the boards, traced, and painted by Alps and community 
volunteers. The paint to be used is latex exterior paint. Around the bottom of the panels, low 
relief ceramic flowers will be placed to add a sculptural element. Community members will also 
be involved in making the flowers.  
 
Shacteal Ingram, exhibition ALPS intern, discussed his process of designing the gallery 
exhibition that will display this mural project. Several still photographs and some video will 
describe the process and community involvement, and special “gigapan”, panoramic photos will 
describe a 180 degree vista of the mural area and surrounding neighborhood. 
 
Ms. Kindseth stated that the exhibition will run from March 23-April 26th at 800 Penn Avenue, 
and the last weekend of the exhibit will coincide with a Cultural Trust gallery crawl. 
 
Mr. Astorino thanked the MCG group for coming, and congratulated them on a good presentation 
of a great project. Mr. Indovina also stated that this was an excellent project fro the 
neighborhood. 
 



Mr. Brown asked whether or not MCG had thought about the longevity of the mural, and if they 
had an expected life span for the piece. 
 
Ms. Kindseth stated that they would be happy with any life that they could get out of this. 
Although, they are planning to use Polycrylic clear sealer over the surface and Hardy board as a 
substrate so that the piece will have every chance at a long life. Once the mural is installed, 
however, Ms. Kindseth stated that it was their intent to “let it be” and that since the community 
was involved with its creation the neighbors would help watch over it and care for it over time. 
 
Mr. Brown stated that this was a good idea and essential to the project’s success; everyone 
involved should watch the mural and clean graffiti or other materials off it as soon as anything 
occurs. The clear-coat would also greatly add to the ability to clean foreign matter off over time.  
 
Mr. Brown also stated that the abstract, design-oriented “style” of this mural was important and 
correct for this site because in other cities, he has seen murals of this kind that try to add a trompe 
l'oeil element in these abandoned buildings making them look as if they are inhabited.  
 
Mr. Brown said that this is not the best idea because it starts to make the city seem as if it placed 
a band-aid over a blighted area and that the abandoned buildings became “theatre props” almost 
making fun of the city’s misfortune. 
 
Ms. Klavon asked if there was anyone present in the audience that would speak in favor of the 
project. 
 
Janet Gunter, of Perry Hilltop Citizen’s Group stated enthusiastic support of this project, and 
hopes to see other similar projects in the future. 
 
Ms. Klavon asked if there was anyone present in the audience that would be opposed to the 
project. 
 
Ms. Hall stated that it was great to see a project that not only engaged youth in its 
implementation, but also had them help present the project to the Commission.  
 
Ms. Klavon asked for a motion.  
 
MOTION: Courtesy Endorsement granted to Manchester Craftsmen’s Guild for the Perry Hilltop 
Mural Project. 
 
MOVED:                           SECONDED:   
 
 IN FAVOR:  All 
 
 OPPOSED:  None   CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Director Report 
 
Ms. Ismail stated that the new Public Art Manager, Morton Brown, had been hired on February 
2nd, and was acclimating well to the City system and work environment.  
 
Ms. Ismail went on to say that the creation of the public art portion of the City’s comprehensive 
plan is one of the priorities of the Public Art Manager to accomplish within the next 18 months.  
 
The Public Art Manager will also be picking up where staff and the Commission left off on the 
review and refinement of the Art Commission bylaws and procedures from the 2008 efforts led 
by the Bayer Center for Nonprofit Management.  
 
Mr. Brown stated that he planned to meet with the Commissioners one-on-one to finalize a 
conflict of interest policy, bylaw changes and other pertinent materials that will finish this work. 
 
Ms. Klavon wanted to be on record as she thanked Shelly Martz, of City Planning, for acting as 
interim Art Commission staff person during the absence of a full-time Public Art Manager. 
 
Mr. Brown echoed that thanks, and added that Renee Piechocki and Lea Donatelli of the Office of 
Public Art also deserved a note of thanks for their work on the City’s behalf during said interim 
period and the work of all three in making his transition feasible. 
 
The Commission as a whole agreed. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


