ART COMMISSION
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF OCTOBER 22, 2008
BEGINNING AT 2:00 P.M.

PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Indovina, Hall, Serrao, Astorino,
Haskell
PRESENT OF THE STAFF: Martz, | smail

A. Approval of Meeting Minutes

Mr. Indovina asked for approval of meeting minusSeptember. Ms. Hall asked for
further time to review the minutes. The minutesifoth September and July are tabled.

B. Correspondence

Ms. Martz provided the group with a letter from #da Design regarding the design for
Market Square. The Commission had requestedhbdirtn find a way to remove
parking from Market Square prior to granting cortaa@papproval. The letter addressed
the parking concerns and the inability to remowvekipg in it's entirety at this time. The
correspondence was acknowledged for conceptuabeplgoy the Commission.

C. Itemsfor Review

a. Window Vinyls, Conceptual and Final Approval

* Mary Ellen Solomon, Senior Director, Marketing and Communications

Point Park University

Point Park University would like to place adhesimyls over each window in an
overhead walkway crossing Wood Street at Boulewétte Allies. As the walkway is
in the public right of way Commission approval mhstsought.
Mr. Indovina recused himself as a member of thevehsity’s Board of Trustees.
Mr. Serrao recused himself as the University ienton a separate project.

It was pointed out that with the absent commissi@mbers and two recussals there
would not be adequate representation to creat®u

Mr. Serrao opted to remain for the presentationautds a voting member.



Point Park University is working on a 210 millionltar improvement project to their
campus called the Academic Village. The projedtiwclude public improvements, a
new park, and retail that the entire community eajoy. As a means of keeping the
community engaged the university is proposing tivelaw vinyls, which will show
pictures of what the finished product will lookdik The vinyls will be placed in the
windows of the pedestrian walkway on Wood Streéwben Blvd. of the Allies and®
Avenue. This will be a temporary installation ®femoved in approximately two years
when the work is complete.

Mr. Indovina asked about the differences in thesiflations in the packet presentation
and the presentation materials that the Univetsityight today. The packet presentation
shows a window with text, whereas the new presentatoes not. Ms. Solomon
explained that the vinyls would contain text anel placket presentation was more
accurate.

Ms. Hall asked how well the window illustrations wa read as to what was really
happening. Ms. Solomon explained that the constmuevould be happening while the
illustrations were in place. Mr. Serrao stated tha work was quite extensive and
would take quite some time to finish. The illusas should be enough combined with
the work being done and the campaigning the unitydnas been completing.

Ms. Hall asked why these were presented as banMssMartz explained that they were
not necessarily banners, but they would fall witte same guidelines given that they
were in the public right of way. She further expéal that the agenda actually listed
presentation as window vinyls.

Mr. Indovino asked whether there was any needudhér questions.
Mr. Indovina asked a motion.
MOTION: To grant conceptual and final approval to PoinkRamiversity for

the placement of window vinyls on the glass offilkbdestrian walkway crossing
Wood Street between Blvd. of the Allies adtiAvenue.

MOVED: Haskell SECONDED: Serrao
IN FAVOR: All
OPPOSED: None CARRIED

b. Cell Phone Disco, Conceptual and Final Review

o Murray Horne, Curator, Wood Street Galleries
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust

This piece is a commission from the Cultural ttasa pair of artists from Amsterdam
known as Information Lab. The idea is to insthdé tvork on the rear of the Benedum



Center at the junction of Tito Way and Exchange Walge Westin Hotel sits at the
opposite end of the alleyway allowing visitors e hotel to view the piece unobstructed.
The piece is a 16 foot piece of mirrored plexi-glaghis type of glass is referred to as
security plexi-glass in which one can see throughfone side, but the other side
reflects an image. This piece will be reflectihg alleyway. Behind the mirrored plexi-
glass there will be a grid of LED lights. Thesdl e installed on an aluminum grid.

The idea of the piece is that the piece will aljpyu to use your cell phone to play with
the lights. The LED lights will react to radio sagjs from your cell phone causing the
lights to react and move.

Ms. Haskell asked if the lights would change wigicle cell phone. Mr. Horne explained
that the lights would react relative to the inténsif the signal strength as well your
placement.

Ms. Hall asked if the number of people would mdie piece really dynamic. Mr. Horne
replied that it would.

Ms. Haskell asked if the imagery was random orrabsin nature. Mr. Horne explained
that there was not any imagery at all and that yust LED lights illuminating.

Mr. Serrao asked what the distance was that youdamiable to see the piece. Mr.
Horne stated that you would need to be within 2% & the piece.

Mr. Indovina and Mr. Serrao asked how the placeréttie piece was selected. They
stated that the piece would seem to want highi¢raéilumes to realize potential and it
feels tucked away in this area. Mr. Horne explditieat the Cultural Trust is working on
a long term project to illuminate the cultural distwith art, instigated by Robert Wilson
and Richard Douglin. There were a series of ligihfrojects developed for
consideration and this was a top priority. Theydlay behind the trust was a fortuitous
selection for the Trust as it alleviates problemsit@ access, electricity costs, and
maintenance. It also opens up a new idea to ithatei an alleyway and it will add a
measure of safety.

Mr. Astorino asked how much traffic the area typicaees on a daily basis. Mr. Horned
stated that it was considerable with patrons inctiiural district as well as students from
the Culinary Institute.

Mr. Serrao asked if there was a loading dock pdt@iin this area with a large section
of wood that keeps tractor trailers from hitting thuilding. Mr. Horne explained that
there is a loading dock to the right hand sidenefdite location with two entrances. He
explained that the Benedum Theatre uses one sdadjority of the time and the other
entrance 3-4 times per year. The wood barrier avbelreinforced in order to protect the
piece further.

Mr. Astorino asked if the Trust planned on addiddiaonal pieces to the area over time.
Mr. Horne stated that the plan was to continueuitdion this idea and bring more people



to the area. He stated that the more succesasher & would likely be to expand the
idea.

Ms. Hall asked about the other lighting projectst tine Trust has installed over the years
and whether or not they were still working. Mr.rHe stated that some of the pieces
were still working well. There are some works thatl been troublesome that may be
decommissioned.

Mr. Horne stated that one of the artists workinglmnpiece is an architect and the other
is an internet topography designer. He explaihatithe piece was designed more
sustainability and easy maintenance. If one lghrihs out it will be a matter of sliding a
row out and replacing a bulb. The bulbs are exqueti last about 85,000 hours.

Ms. Hall asked if there was anything to the colooice and proximity to Strawberry
Way and if the wall would be blank. Mr. Horne sththat the wall would be left blank
and the color choice had nothing to do with Strawbé/ay.

Ms. Hall asked if the piece would be solid along guge. Mr. Horne explained that it
would be solid both to prevent water from seepirgide but also to hide the electronics
from the viewer.

Ms. Hall asked if there would be signage in placexplain the project. Mr. Horned
answered that there would be signage explainingthanteract.

Ms. Haskell asked if this would be promoted withsEFridays. Mr. Horne said that it
would.

Ms. Hall asked if there were other lights in thieyal Mr. Horne stated that there are
security lights in the alley, but that they woulat he operating at this time. Ms. Haskell
asked if this was a safety issue or if there watiltibe enough lighting. Mr. Horned said
that there would be and that the lights would b@dimer so that the alleyway was never
without a lighting source.

Ms. Hall stated that the project was interestingd mtriguing. Mr. Indovina agreed and
added that it was nice that no other such projactfieyways existed outside of
Pittsburgh.

Ms. Hall stated that she was on the Trust when R&igson’s alleyway designs were
conceptual and she is very happy to see sometlimgng to fruition.

Mr. Indovino asked a motion.

MOTION: To grant conceptual and final approval as submitted to the Cultural
Trust Cell Phone Disco alleyway lighting piece.

MOVED: Serrao SECONDED: Astorino



IN FAVOR: All

OPPOSED: None CARRIED

C. Duo: James Rosatti Sculpture Installation, Conceptual and Final Review
o Murray Horne, Curator, Wood Street Galleries
Pittsburgh Cultural Trust

Mr. Rosati was a Washington County native who spesinsiderable amount of his
young life in the Pittsburgh area. He had a vestirtjuished career throughout America
and is considered to be an important artist inthiged States. The Cultural Trust
received the sculpture piedayo, in 1994 and has made a decision over the lasttgea
try and site the piece in the cultural districtheTTrust would like to loan the piece the
City of Pittsburgh for a period of 25 years and Wdike to site the piece on Duquesne
and Ninth across the street from the ConservatbBedorming Arts (CAPA) School.
The piece could be set back from pedestrian traffec significantly sized green space.
The Trust has worked to create a site plan to hthespiece more appropriately in the
space.

The site plan shows footer, four feet down witloaarete block on top covered by a
section of granite. The piece would be anchorgtieéa@ranite through a series of bolts.
The perimeter of the piece would be surroundedrbgwergreen, such as boxwood to
protect persons from getting within close proxintiythe piece. This will prevent both
injuries to the public caused by interaction wlile pieces sharper corners as well as
injury to the piece by prank.

Mr. Indovino commented that the piece would be pratected area. Mr. Horne stated
that the placement was very quiet and naturak dtpiece that one can simply come
upon.

Ms. Hall asked if the potted plants currently ie 8pace would be moved. Mr. Horne
stated that they would most definitely be movedssithe street.

Ms. Haskell asked if there was a lot of pedestiiaffic in the area. Mr. Horne stated
that there was not.

Mr. Indovino pointed out that the Trust has hadpleee since 1994 and asked where it
has been. Mr. Horne stated that the piece waglstaned in a basement as several past
site plans have fallen through.

Mr. Serrao asked who would be charged with the teaance as there was sure to be a
need being so close to CAPA. Mr. Horne statedtti@tnaintenance would be taken
care of by the Trust as well as the removal agxpération of the 25 year period.



Ms. Ismail asked if the Trust was working towardsiging the site with the City. Mr.
Horne stated that the Trust has been working gfosgh DPW to accomplish this.

Mr. Indovino asked a motion.
MOTION: To grant conceptual and final approval assubmitted to the Cultural

Trust to place Duo, by James Rosati at the corner of Duquesne Blvd. and 9" Street
subject to the Cultural Trust securing the site through the City of Pittsburgh.

MOVED: Haskdl SECONDED: Serrao
IN FAVOR: All
OPPOSED: None CARRIED
d. National Aviary Phase | Improvements, Conceptual Review
o William T. Szustack, Associate
Springboard

o Pat Mangus, Chief Operating Officer
National Aviary

The National Aviary is located on the NorthsidePatsburgh within the Allegheny
Commons. As the building currently stands it islyanon-descript and hard to identify
and find. For instance, it is difficult to finderentrance to the building. The positioning
of the building just isn’t suitable as it now standrhe Aviary was built in the 1950’s and
underwent its first expansion in the 1960’s in emavhich is known as the Marsh
Room. The Aviary building was owned by the Cityiuh992 when the Aviary took

over the lease. In 1994, the Aviary added a danbe atrium area of the building and
added some temporary expansion over the last fawsyel his will be the first major
development and reconfiguration of the Aviary simezeption.

Mr. Mangus showed the 2002 Allegheny Commons Md2gn and how the Aviary
plans looked at the time. The Aviary plans wemmpleted shortly before the Master
Plan for the Commons and inserted into the overak plan. This projected change was
endorsed by the Commons, but the changes did ppehaat the time due to funding
issues. The plan remains much the same thougit, tag developed over time.

As the plan was reworked the Aviary used the AlghCommons Master Plan as a
guide and further involved the Northside commuimtywo community meetings. In the
meetings the Allegheny Commons Iniative createdb@emmittee made up of three
architects that would assist in developing the pldrhe footprint will not take any more
land than the original plan would. The Commons leapiested that the Aviary restrict
expansion to original footprint. The Aviary wileed to add offices, classrooms, food



service, a theatre, and additional parking in $pigce. In addition there is currently not a
great connection between the Aviary and the paakep The Aviary will include a rose
garden in the park area and a section of the Awidrgre park visitors may walk through
the Aviary without paying admission and viewing tdire site. The park patrons may
enjoy parts of the Aviary as well as the proposethte site, café, rest rooms, and rose
garden.

Ms. Hall asked how the drop off area is designathaorks. Mr. Szustack explained that
creating curb cuts and infringing upon the spag®isso desirable. The changes will not
be made and the Aviary will remain enveloped witthie park. The Commons
understands that the Aviary needs to grow to remiaiple, but they are not willing to

see the Aviary expand to the street. It will remilie same as it currently is with
pedestrian pads.

Mr. Astorino asked who the three architects wea the Aviary worked with. Mr.
Mangus stated that they were John Francona, Jeff,ind Bob Grumbar. They worked
with the Aviary as well as the planners from Spoiogrd. Mr. Astorino further asked if

it was possible to get letters of support from ¢hesee architects. Mr. Mangus stated
that it was possible.

Mr. Astorino asked what groups were the most chglieg. Mr. Mangus stated that it
was West Allegheny.

Mr. Mangus explained that it is difficult to devplexpansion plans in the area because
they are situated within a park. He stated they tieed to be mindful of the green space
and maintaining the integrity of the park. At g@me time the Commons acknowledges
the need for growth. They have come to an unaedatg with the community with
some reservations. For instance there is currembge garden that the Aviary created
and uses for bird shows. This garden will be tostreate some additional parking;
however the Aviary will be moving the garden to teo area of the park. The Aviary
will be placing the rose garden east of the bugdiear the entrance to the Aviary as per
the request of the community and the bird showkheilmoved inside to the proposed
theatre.

Ms. Haskell asked if the current drawings were eafeuas to the placement of the rose
gardens. Mr. Mangus stated that they were nofgdtheings reflected the original plans
which have changed.

Ms. Haskell asked if the existing driveway into #agary would remain. Mr. Mangus
stated that it will remain and a sidewalk will Haged along the driveway so that patrons
do not have to walk up the driveway.

Mr. Mangus explained that there will also be amamte from the park. This was also
request of the community groups.



Ms. Haskell asked about a small building locatedhanoriginal plans. Mr. Mangus
explained that it was a sprung building and it Wwélremoved. Once it is removed there
are plans to put in a crane yard and a bald eaglibie

Mr. Mangus stated that this is part of a largertergslan. The aviary is looking to grow
within the next 12 years and this is only the fpbaise. The Aviary would like to expand
the bird collection and viewing opportunities andatld on an avian hospital.

Mr. Szustack explained that there are separates iiareach phase of the Aviary
expansion. There is a plan for lighting and laagecas well as the interior bird facilities
and patron areas. Mr. Szustack stated that mdkedhcility would only open to public
on the first floor. Mr. Szustack said that the @vyiwould be seeking a LEED silver
level. This final product would look like a plaas opposed to a conglomeration of
spaces and remain true to the park.

Mr. Mangus stated that the majority of the roof amks of the building would be glass.
He said that while this can be problematic withsadg birds striking the glass, it was
necessary as the birds require natural light. & eea thin; invisible to the eye, netting
that will be placed over all of the exposed glaghis serves in a boomerang function.
Birds flying towards the glass will be gently boeddack. Ms. Haskell asked if
anything else would get caught in the netting. Mangus stated that while some things
would likely get caught and some maintenance wbeldequired, however bird experts
have stated that this is the best product availabpgotect birds from injury.

Ms. Hall asked what the landscaping would look likéhe entrance area of the
building/how would it change. Mr. Mangus statedttthey had specific plans
concerning landscaping and would be working clogeti the Allegheny Commons
landscape architects.

Ms. Hall stated that the Friends of the Urban Romesently created office flooring out of
trees that they were made to remove and asked ivmary had given any thought to this
idea. Mr. Mangus answered that it was a good @&hebthey would certainly consider it.

Ms. Hall asked if any thought had been given to imgkhe parking lot green as it was
right in the park area. Mr. Mangus said that thagt Hiscussed it, and again stated that
they were shooting for a silver LEED certificatioHe stated that they have not ruled it
out, however green parking lots are not very viditendly. They are difficult to
maintain and clean.

Ms. Hall asked if all of the roofs would be greetjust the theatre. Mr. Mangus stated
that they were not all green and this was duedmted for natural light and glass roofs.

Ms. Hall asked how many visitors per year they hiil. Mangus stated that they had
about 150,000 visitors per year with about 700-90@ typical Saturday. Ms. Hall
stated that the Aviary was looking to increaserthisitors and yet had only added 40
parking spaces. Mr. Mangus stated that they wemewrtly working with Allegheny



Commons and other vested neighbors on a parkimnly studetermine demand. They are
currently leasing space from Kindred Hospital forpboyee parking. Ms. Hall asked if
there was a parking solution gleaned from the stithe Aviary had considered plans to
eliminate the parking lot. Mr. Mangus said thatatd currently not been evaluated. Mr.
Mangus further stated that they were cut-off frofiegheny Center visually and they are
looking into various ways to address this. Mr.dksto pointed out that the current
parking was hidden. Mr. Mangus explained thatp#king would remain hidden in the
same way.

Mr. Indovino asked if the flight zone building waseant to be as simplistic as it
appeared in the plans. Mr. Mangus explained thatmeant to be an emersion
experience. It will be a free flying theatre arght can be distracting to birds that are
trained. Mr. Mangus further stated that thereotsanother theatre like this in the world.

Mr. Astorino asked at what level the plans werenate they simply conceptual at this
time? Mr. Mangus explained that they would betwigithe Historic Review
Commission in early November for final review andul be back before the Art
Commission at the November meeting for final review

Mr. Indovino asked that they produce other elevetiof the building. He explained that
the purview of the Art Commission was to evaluatatthe building would look like
from the public side.

Mr. Mangus stated that the overall design was miabé as organic as possible while
still connecting to the property already being neiimed and to also be low maintenance.

Mr. Indovino asked if there was anyone in the anckethat wished to speak on behalf or
against the Aviary’s expansion plans.

Alida Baker requested to speak on behalf of thegkleny Commons Iniative. Ms.

Baker explained that she was the staff persorhiergroup and was charged with
representing the interests of the community. Thegheny Commons’ function is to
protect the historical integrity of the park. Tdw®up is comprised of representatives
from four different groups that are contiguoushte park. These groups are Allegheny
West Civic Council, Mexican War Streets Societystzdlegheny Community Council,
and Central Northside Neighborhood Council. Ms. 8adtated that the membership also
includes institutional membership and a few atdargembers. She stated that they have
been working with the Aviary quite well and havepended to the requests of the
Commons group. The Aviary has attended meetingse@ch of these groups and are
now awaiting letters of support. Ms. Baker stateat the Commons did receive a letter
of support from the Central Northside Neighborh@miincil; however they were waiting
on three additional letters. Ms. Baker explairteat for the part of the Allegheny
Commons’ there is a list of about 25 points that@ommons would like clarity on.

They are in general in support of the project andla/ hope to show support at the next
meeting.



Mr. Indovino called for discussion.

Mr. Astorino stated that he felt it was imperatifiat they have community acceptance.
He stated that he felt it was a wonderful thingRdtsburgh, but the community support
must be showed.

Mr. Serrao stated that he wished the Aviary hadenodra presence. He would like to see
them do more along Sherman Street. He respeategkibtence of the park, but felt that
the Aviary deserved a presence as well.

Ms. Haskell stated that she was not very familidhwhe Aviary as it currently exists
and was having difficulty commenting on the proposghe stated that she felt it
appropriate to request to grant conceptual approvdbvembers meeting with more
information.

Ms. Hall stated that the progress that has thubdan made is great; however there is a
need for a show of community support as well astheations. She suggests that the
approval is tabled at this time.

Mr. Indovino asks if Ms. Hall is suggesting tha¢ tommission grant both conceptual
and final approval at the next meeting.

Mr. Serrao asked if the Aviary has a particulardistchedule.

Mr. Mangus stated that they will be ordering matisrin December or January to begin
work due to the lag time in delivery.

Mr. Astorino stated that he feels that the infolimrapresented is enough to grant
conceptual approval.

Ms. Hall stated that she is uncomfortable with gragnconceptual approval at this time.

Mr. Indovino stated that he also has concerns gn#imting any approval without all of
the information as long as it does create an impadhe work.

Ms. Haskell stated that she would also like to haffcapprovals as long as it does not
impeded the project.

Mr. Astorino stated that he felt that enough infation has been presented to provide
conceptual approval. He stated that by pushinggfeirements too far it is turned into
final approval.

Mr. Indovino asked if there would be a problem whk Aviary coming back twice more
for final approval.



Mr. Astorino asked Ms. Hall if she was preparedtant conceptual and final approval at
the same time. Ms. Hall stated that she wouldoeatomfortable with this. Mr. Indovino
stated that in the past there had been problenmsgnéinting conceptual and final at the
same presentation in particular with a projechas thagnitude.

Mr. Indovino stated that the Commission would neechplete elevation drawings as
well as letters from all of the community groupggtant all approvals.

Mr. Astorino stated that we need to determine withatthat we need to comfortably
grant approvals. This is a significant change wil be a final change and must be
reviewed.

Ms. Haskell stated that she would also like to ecmtdher own site visit to gain
familiarity with the area prior to granting an appal.

Mr. Indovino asked for a table or a motion to gremmceptual.

Mr. Indovino explained that the Commission felttttiee Aviary was moving in the right
direction and that the request was merely procédura

Ms. Hall asked if they would need to go to CDAPr. Mangus stated that they would
need to go to CDAP. Mr. Indovino asked whethey tlvere on the schedule for CDAP
at this time. It was stated that they were ndhigttime on the schedule. They are also
working to prepare for the Planning Commission afi.w

Mr. Szustack stated that they were currently rengiletters from various community
groups and were developing final schematic desids. Hall asked if they would have
the materials for the HRC. Mr. Szustack statetlith@ould be at design level and that
all designs were subject to some change as cotistiiand development was started.

Ms. Ismail stated that she did not have a probletin granting conceptual approval,
however it should be noted that there are severatarns. There were concerns that the
letters from all vested communities were not cotgaleand that some members wished
to visit the site. Ms. Ismail further stated tshe was concerned that holding up the
approval process would delay the progress on the si

Mr. Serrao stated that there were only three wbekwseen the meetings. This may not
be enough time between meetings.

Ms. Hall stated that they should be put on the dgdar next time for conceptual and
final.

Mr. Astorino stated that there needs to be a deénition as to what is needed in
conceptual review. Mr. Astorino stated that thi@imation must be formalized so that
we can translate the specific needs to the grortgsepting.



Mr. Serrao stated that the general consensus seemedhat everyone was happy with
the direction that the Aviary was going in, howethare is a definite gap in information
needed.

Mr. Indovino asked if the consensus was to taleeaibproval and shoot for conceptual
and final approval at the November meeting.

Mr. Indovino stated that he would like to see deseyel drawings of the major
elevations as well as the plans and the site hal fapproval.

Mr. Serrao stated that he would like to see a lasge plan so that people can have a
better sense of what is in the area beyond therfvia

Mr. Astorino stated that we would also need tolsters from all of the communities.

MOTION: The Aviary has been tabled to return in Novembec@mceptual and final
approval.

e. Downtown Partnership, Downtown Shopping Banners, Conceptual and Final
Review
0 Sean Luther
Pittsburgh Downtown Partnership

Mr. Luther explained that the PDP is working oinigeé year plan concerning retail in the
downtown area. One of the early ideas for thig jdaa way finding system for potential
shoppers throughout the major downtown thorougbkfatewas decided that a great time
to test drive the concept was during the holidaypping season. The banners will be
about 18 inches wide and unobtrusive in desigrerdlare three areas in the concept,
Fifth and Smithfield, Market Square, and the Cuatubistrict. These will be coordinated
with major holiday attractions such as Saks, Macyal the rink at PPG.

Mr. Serrao asked what the different colored circdeghe site plan indicated. Mr. Luther
stated that the colors represented the differeasar

Mr. Indovino asked how long the banners would be Mp. Luther stated that they
would be up from First Night through the first bktyear.

Ms. Haskell asked if these were three dimensiaigalss Mr. Luther explained that they
were two dimensional and were being printed onlviny

Mr. Astorino referred to the guide example givenhte commission including
advertisement. He asked if the banners would decthe advertisements. Mr. Luther
stated that they would not include advertising, Wete close to the same design. Mr.



Luther wanted to demonstrate that the banners mara concept unto itself but was tied
to a greater downtown experience.

Mr. Indovino asked a motion.
MOTION: To grant conceptual and final approval as submitted to the Pittsburgh

Downtown Partnership for the placement of bannersthroughout downtown
celebrating the holiday experienceto be removed after thefirst of the year.

MOVED: Serrao SECONDED: Astorino
IN FAVOR: All

OPPOSED: None CARRIED



