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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of May 5, 2015 
Beginning at 2:00 p.m. 

 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Chairwoman Christine Mondor, Valaw,  

Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 
 

PRESENT OF THE STAFF: Layman, Hanna, Rakus, Kramer, Quinn 
 
 

 
AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

Item Page No. 
1.  Historic Nomination:  4412 Plummer Street (Walton House) 2 
2.  Historic Nomination:  160 43rd Street (Tumey House) 3 
3.  Project Development Plan #15-037, 342 North Shore Drive, 
Post-Gazette High Wall Sign 

4 

4.  Project Development Plan #15-046, 260 Forbes Avenue, High 
Wall Sign 

5 

5.  Continued:  Steep Slope Overlay District #15-002, Hackstown 
Street Development 

6 

6.  The Smithfield Oliver Plan, 360 Oliver Avenue, 2nd Ward 7 
7.  Wylie Holdings 5166 Consolidation Plan (Butler Street and 52nd 
Street), 10th Ward  

8 

  
  
 
Ms. Mondor chaired today’s meeting and called the meeting to order. 
 
 
 
A. ACTION ON THE MINUTES  
 

None available.   
 
 

B. CORRESPONDENCE (See Attachment A for staff reports.) 
 

Ms. Mondor stated that the Commission was in receipt of an ethics form 
from the City Clerk’s Office that the members will need to fill out and 
return.  
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C. DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS  (See Attachment B for staff reports.) 
 
1. Hearing and Action:  Historic Nomination, 4412 Plummer Street (Walton 

House)  
      

Ms. Quinn made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report 
and read the nomination request and history of the property into the 
record.  Ms. Quinn stated that the project had been reviewed by the 
Historic Review Commission and received a negative recommendation 
from them.  Ms. Quinn also stated that staff had reviewed the application 
and it did not meet any of the criteria for historic designation.   

 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commissioners.  

 
There being no questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
recommends a negative recommendation for Historic Designation of 4412 
Plummer Street, Walton House.  
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                   SECONDED BY Mr. Brown. 
 
IN FAVOR:  Mondor, Valaw, Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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2. Hearing & Action:  Historic Nomination, 160 43rd Street, Tumey House 
    
 

Ms. Quinn made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report   
and read the nomination request and history of the property into the 
record.  Ms. Quinn stated that the nominator recently sold this building and 
nominated it to protect it from demolition.  Ms. Quinn stated that the 
property meets two of the criteria for nomination and received approval by 
the Historic Review Commission.  Ms. Quinn recommended approval of 
the proposal. 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commission members. 
 
There being no questions or comments from the Commission, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
provides an affirmative recommendation for historic designation of the 
property located at 160 43rd Street, Tumey House. 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;             SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
Ms. Mondor announced that if anyone was present for item #5 on the 
agenda that it was being postponed and would not be presented today. 
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3. Hearing & Action:  Project Development Plan #15-037, 342 North Shore 

Drive, Post-Gazette High Wall Sign 
 

Ms. Rakus made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report 
and illustrations included in Attachment D.  Ms. Rakus stated that this 
project was reviewed by staff design review and the Contextual Design 
Advisory Committee, both were all right with the design. Ms. Rakus 
recommended approval of the proposal and turned the presentation over 
to the contractor. 
 
Bill Kolano, Kolano Design, presented the project and stated that they are 
only using a portion of the allowable space from the Zoning Code for the 
sign.  They will be using white letters with a green return.   

 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commission members. 
 
There being no questions or comments from the Commission, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
approves Project Development Plan #15-j037, for the erection of two new 
high wall building identification signs on the existing office building located 
at 375 North Shore Drive based on the application and drawings filed by 
the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on behalf of North Shore Developers, L.P., 
property owner, with the following condition: 
 
 The applicant must submit to the Zoning Administrator in writing 
that it will be operated within the current zoning code lighting standards, 
not to exceed a luminance of two thousand five hundred (2,500) nits 
during daylight hours between sunrise and sunset, and not to exceed a 
luminance of two hundred fifty (250) nits at all other times. 

 
 
MOVED BY Mr. Brown;                SECONDED BY Ms. Valaw 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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4. Hearing & Action:  Project Development Plan #15-046, 260 Forbes 
Avenue, High Wall Sign  

 
Mr. Layman made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report 
and illustrations in attachment E.  Mr. Layman stated that the project was 
reviewed by staff design review and the Contextual Design Advisory 
Committee and they asked the applicant to reduce the number of signs 
being requested.  The applicant did reduce the request from three signs to 
two. Mr. Layman recommended approval of the proposal and introduced 
the contractor for the applicant.   
 
Bill Kolano, Kolano Design, presented a Power point presentation of the 
proposed signage.  The building is partially in the Historic District and they 
have received approval from the Historic Review Commission for the sign 
that faces that district on March 4, 2015.  The signs will have the logo and 
letters.   
 
 
There being no comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commission members. 
 
There being no questions or comments from the Commission, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion.  Ms. Mondor disclosed that she has a 
relationship with the company but not with this project and it will not affect 
her ability to vote. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh 
approves Project Development Plan #15-046, for the erection of two new 
high wall building identification signs on the existing office building located 
at 260 Forbes Avenue based on the application and drawings filed by 
Kolano Design Inc. on behalf of GMS Commercial, L.P. , property owner, 
with the following condition: 
 
The applicant must submit to the Zoning Administrator in writing that it will 
be operated within the current zoning code lighting standards, not to 
exceed a luminance of two thousand five hundred (2,500) nits during 
daylight hours between sunrise and sunset, and not to exceed a 
luminance of two hundred fifty (250) nits at all other times. 
 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                  SECONDED BY Mr. Brown 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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5. Continued Hearing & Action:  Steep Slope Overlay Application #15-03, 
Hackstown Street 

 
 Mr. Layman stated that he received correspondence yesterday morning 

opposition to the project and they provided a letter from their engineer 
expressing some concerns about items in the geotechnical report.  Mr. 
Layman stated that he took that information to the city’s engineer that did 
the review and having it re-evaluated.  Mr. Layman stated that the project 
is being held for two weeks.   

  
 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh votes to 
hold this item for two weeks or as long as deemed necessary by the 
Zoning Administrator.  
 
MOVED BY Ms. Valaw;                 SECONDED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Valaw, Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



May 5, 2015  7 

Planning Commission Minutes 

E. PLAN OF LOTS (See Attachment C.) 
 
6. The Smithfield Oliver Plan 360 Oliver Avenue, 2nd Ward 
 

Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Smithfield Oliver Plan, 2nd Ward, City of Pittsburgh, 
County of Allegheny, prepared for Smithfield Oliver Partners, LP by Tait 
Engineering, Inc., dated October 27, 2013 with revisions dated April 1, 
2015 and received by the Planning Commission May 5, 2015 be approved 
and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be 
affixed thereto.  (No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk;              SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
 
IN FAVOR:  Mondor, Valaw, Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 
  
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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7. Wylie Holdings 5166 Consolidation Plan (Butler Street and 52nd Street), 
10th Ward   

 
Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. 
Director Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and 
recommends approval of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Wylie Holdings 5166 Consolidation Plan, 10th Ward, 
City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny prepared for Wylie Holdings, L.P. 
by Deglau Surveyors dated April 1, 2014 and received by the Planning 
Commission May 4, 2015 be approved and the signatures of the proper 
officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements 
or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Ms. Burton-Faulk;                   SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
 
IN FAVOR:  Mondor, Valaw, Gitnik, Brown, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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D. DIRECTOR’S REPORT AND ADJOURNMENT:           2:40 p.m. 
 

Mr. Layman advised that we will be following up on the sessions with the 
Commissioners.   
 
 
Motion to adjourn by Ms. Valaw, seconded by Mr. Brown, all in favor. 
 

 
 
 

APPROVED BY:   Paul Gitnik, Esq. 
      SECRETARY 
 
 Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER:  The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the 
Minutes of the Meetings approved by the Commission’s Secretary, Paul Gitnik.  The 
Minutes are the ONLY official record. 
 
Any other notes, recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission.  
The Planning Commission cannot verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, 
recordings, etc., that are not part of the official minutes. 
 
 


