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Historic Review Commission of Pittsburgh  
200 Ross Street, First Floor Hearing Room 

June 1, 2016 
 

AGENDA 
 

(Vacant), Chairman 
Ernie Hogan, Acting Chairman 

Raymond Gastil, Director of Planning 
Erik Harless, Assistant Chief PLI, Secretary  

Joe Serrao 
Carol Peterson 

Matthew Falcone 
 

 12:30 PM CALL TO ORDER 

 12:30 PM INTERNAL BUSINESS 

  Old Business-None 

  New Business 

 Approval of the minutes from the May 2016 hearings 

 Certificates of Appropriateness Report – May 2016 

 Applications for a Certificate of Economic Hardship – None 

 
 

 1:00 PM HEARING & ACTION

 
1. Deutschtown Historic District 

 501 Avery Street 
 N. Davis Enterprises LLC, owner 
 William G. West, Jr., applicant 

Building renovations to incorporate 
parking 

 
2. Deutschtown Historic District 

 1010 Cedar Avenue 
Paul Bissell, Brent Bissell, & Justin Mistovich, 
owners and applicants 
Relocation of HVAC units 

 
3. East Carson Street Historic District 

 925 E. Carson Street 
 CoGo’s, owner and applicant 

Installation of LED signage 
 
4. East Carson Street Historic District 

 1719 E. Carson Street 
 Gregg Carson, owner 
 Sign Innovation, applicant 
 Installation of awnings 

 
5. Immanuel Church—Individual  
 Landmark 

 810 Tripoli Street 
Homestead Property Ventures, owner 
Alterations to after-the-fact building 
renovations 

 
6. Manchester Historic District 

 1115 Liverpool Street 
Eric Contakos, LLC, owner and applicant 
Installation of fencing 

 
7. Manchester Historic District 

 1321 Sheffield Street 
Millard W. Landis, owner 
Geoffrey Radkoff, applicant 
Change in openings on rear elevations 

 
8. Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 1209 Palo Alto Street 
 Rob & Heather Fletcher, owners and applicants 
 Construction of deck on rear garage 

 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
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9. Oakland Civic Center Historic District 
 201 N. Bellefield Avenue 
 Western PA School for Blind Children, owner 
 PWWG Architects, applicant 
 Alterations to previously approved plans 
 
 
 
 DEMOLITIONS 
 
 HISTORIC NOMINATIONS  

 DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The John Robin Civic Building, located at 200 Ross St. 
downtown, is wheelchair accessible.  This meeting is open 

to all members of the public.  INTERPRETERS FOR THE 

HEARING IMPAIRED WILL BE PROVIDED WITH FOUR DAYS 

NOTIFICATION BY CONTACTING RICHARD MERITZER AT 412-
255-2102. 

Please contact Sarah Quinn with questions and 
comments: 412-255-2243 

sarah.quinn@pittsburghpa.gov 
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Tabled application—applicant to submit new documents prior to 

June 1st meeting 





























 



 

 

 

 

Tabled application—applicant to submit new documents prior to 

June 1st meeting 
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5x10 CP Sign
5x5 - CITGO Logo

CoGo's Logo
Note: Two faces w/ H-Divider Bar (see request files)
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Tabled application—applicant to submit new documents prior to 

June 1st meeting 



































































 

May 13, 2016  

 

 

 

 

 

RE:  Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children  

 Student Loading Zone Canopies and Vestibule Revision  

City of Pittsburgh – Historic Review Commission Application Narrative 

 
 

Design Narrative 

The Western Pennsylvania School for Blind Children received HRC approval in December 2015 for the 

proposed pedestrian bridge over North Bellefield Avenue in Oakland. Following that approval, we 

learned of a road safety audit that was performed by the Southwestern Pennsylvania Commission that 

included a few recommendations for the loading/unloading operations of the school. During design 

development of the bridge and further investigation into the SPC recommendations, it was determined to 

include this additional scope of work into the pedestrian bridge construction project. 

 

The original proposal included retaining but modifying the existing porte cochere over the main entrance 

to the school. Due to constructability concerns, it was determined that salvaging this structure and the 

existing entrance vestibule was becoming increasingly unlikely and the removal was a benefit to the 

overall design by providing a more simple, refined, approach to the loading canopies to the north and 

south of the main entrance. As can be seen in the road safety audit, the current loading area directly in 

front of the main entrance is not deep enough to accommodate school bus wheelchair lifts. By pushing 

the loading areas to the north and south, sidewalk paving can be widened to accommodate the lifts while 

also navigating around them.  

 

The use of this additional loading is only practical when provided with protection from the elements – 

shade from the summer sun and cover from rain and snow. The proposal is to provide a visually ‘light’ 

structure, consisting of painted steel structure and corrugated stainless steel or aluminum roof. The 8’ tall 

posts will have lights that shine up and down for visual safety as well as highlight the structure. The 

intent is the language of the canopies and the bridge be similar – of their own time, not trying to recreate 

a period of history that currently exists on campus.  

 

The construction will span two summers, with utility relocation occurring this summer/fall (2016) and the 

main bridge and canopy construction to occur next summer (2017). The School will assume the role of 

maintaining the bridge and canopies as they do for the other structures on their campus. 

 



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind Children

Entrance Vestibule and Loading Canopy – HRC
Application May 13, 2016  
Hearing June 1, 2016

Western Pennsylvania 
School for Blind Children



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind Children201 N. Bellefield Avenue – Existing Site Diagram



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind Children201 N. Bellefield Avenue – Existing Building Photos



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenPedestrian Bridge – HRC approved December 2015



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenSouthwestern Pennsylvania Commission – Road Safety Audit



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenSouthwestern Pennsylvania Commission – Road Safety Audit



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenAerial view of site and context - Existing



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenAerial view of site and context - Proposed



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind Children201 & 234 N. Bellefield Avenue – Site Plan

NORTH OF ENTRY

• Eliminate visitor parking north of main entrance

• New12’ wide sidewalk paving, maintain 20’ wide drive lanes 

• Remainder of parking becomes additional greenspace

• Construct canopy over new sidewalk loading zone for continuous cover from main entry

SOUTH OF ENTRY

• Eliminate parallel parking south of main entrance

• 10’ wide sidewalk paving, maintain 20’ wide drive lanes

• Construct canopy over new sidewalk loading zone for continuous cover from main entry

• Pull-in parking further south remains 

o No visual impact to historic 1894 building

o Slope too steep to be wheelchair accessible



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind Children201 N. Bellefield Avenue – Vestibule Revision

Existing Vestibule Proposed Vestibule

Existing sidewalk

New sidewalk

Existing sidewalk



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenOriginal School Building - 1894



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenExisting Birdseye View



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenAerial View

HRC Approved Proposal (December 2015) Revised Proposal



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenPedestrian Bridge and Loading Canopy – Driveway Approach



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenPedestrian Bridge and Loading Canopy – Vestibule Revision



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenExisting View up N. Bellefield



Historic Review Commission 
Application May 13, 2016
Hearing June 1, 2016
Western PA School for Blind ChildrenBridge and Loading Canopy – Proposed View up N. Bellefield
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