
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of November 2, 2016 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Joe Serrao Sarah Quinn John T. Doughty  Carla DaParma 

Erik Harless Sharon Spooner Dina Klavon Evelyn Jones 

Carol Peterson  Canard Grigsby Ned Schano 

Ray Gastil    

Matthew Falcone    

 
Old Business-None. 

New Business 
 
Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the October 2016 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone motions to 
approve and Mr. Harless seconds. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
 
Approval of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the September and October 
Certificates of Appropriateness, Mr. Harless motions to approve and Mr. Falcone seconds. Mr. 
Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
    
 
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn talks about various projects going on in the department including ongoing and 

pending historic nominations. 

2. Mr. Harless addresses concerns about work on the Walton House. 

 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone motions to adjourn the meeting. 

Mr. Harless seconds. 

Meeting is adjourned. 

 

The discussion of the agenda items follows. 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2016 

1006 E. Carson Street East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Dubois2LLC 
1006 E Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-G-18 
 

 
Applicant: 
Carla DaParma 
6041 Wallace Road Ext. 300 
Wexford, Pa 15090 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  10/14/16 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of fencing to screen mechanical units. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Carla DaParma with Arcadis steps to the podium. She explains the project, 
stating that they are proposing fencing to screen a remediation system. She shows 
the plans and where the system will be going. She goes through the attachments in 
the handouts with more information about the remediation system. She shows a 
picture of the existing fencing and states that they are looking to extend it. The 
property owner requested chain-link fencing with privacy slats, but if that is not 
acceptable, they will use a six-foot wooden privacy fence. 

2. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to approve extension of the existing fence as submitted, with 
the new fence to be wooden. 

2. Ms. Peterson seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2016 

1245 Buena Vista Street  Mexican War Streets Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Patricia Murphy 
200 Jacks Run Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15214 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-329 
 

 
Applicant: 
James G. Wenger Jr. 
614 Crawford Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  9/29/16 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Rear window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jim Wenger Jr. steps to the podium; he is with Tri-Light windows and is 
looking to put new windows in the property starting in the rear. He states that the 
rear of the property is not very visible from the road, and they are asking to install 
vinyl windows. He states that many of the windows are already missing. He states 
at some point they would like to replace the front windows using a sash kit. He 
states that the first floor front windows have already been replaced with vinyl, but 
the upper floor windows would be replaced with a sash kit and the existing wood 
would be painted. 

2. Ms. Peterson asks if the rear windows are visible from the alley. 

3. Mr. Wenger says yes. 

4. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. 

5. Mr. Falcone asks if they would be able to use a color other than white for the rear 
windows. 

6. Mr. Wenger states that it would be possible. 

7. Mr. Serrao states that there is a mix of different window types in the alley already. 

8. Mr. Gastil agrees that another color would be more appropriate. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to approve the replacement of the rear windows with double-
hung vinyl windows, with the condition that they be a darker tone for less visual 
impact. 

2. Ms. Peterson seconds. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Mr. Gastil clarifies that the applicant can work with staff on the color. He states 



that the front wooden windows should be repaired or replaced in-kind with wood. 

5. Mr. Harless recommends that the vinyl windows on the first floor front also be 
replaced with more appropriate windows with no transoms. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that once they have a proposal for the front windows staff can try 
to approve it over the counter so he won’t have to come back before the HRC. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2016 

1304 Manhattan Street               Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Manchester Church Lofts LLC 
461 Melwood Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-172 
 

 
Applicant: 
Jason M. Roth 
233 Amber Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  8/19/16 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including partial replacement of stained 
glass. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jason Roth steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He states 
that they are still working on the design and are looking for preliminary approval 
today to make sure the design is going in the right direction. He states that this is a 
former church that has been empty for about 10 years and is in reasonably sound 
condition. He states that the building has stained glass all around and is located on 
a corner, so all the sides are fairly visible. He states that they are not proposing to 
change any of the existing stained glass windows and will repair them as needed; 
they would also like to install storm windows over the stained glass and keep the 
existing operable sashes. He states that there are several missing windows on the 
rear of the building and a brick shed addition which they are proposing to remove. 
He shows the plans and the proposed layout of the building and site, including 
fencing. He states that on the alley they are proposing a simple wooden privacy 
fence, and on the street sides they will install some type of fence with brick piers 
and metal fencing, to be determined and approved at a later date. He states that 
two non-historic doors would be replaced with new doors, with a pattern to be 
determined with more research. He talks about the five windows with no stained 
glass and states that they are proposing clear, partially operable gazing for those 
openings. He talks about the blind openings in the rear of the building next to the 
bump-out, which have their arches cut off by the bump-out. They are proposing 
two separate panes of glass there instead of filling the incomplete openings with 
glass. 

2. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. He acknowledges for the record 
an email received from Manchester Citizens Corporation 

3. Mr. Gastil asks if they need to make a motion. 

4. Mr. Roth states that they are just looking for guidance today. 

5. Mr. Falcone states that he is very appreciative of their respectful treatment of the 
stained glass. He states that he is also comfortable with removal of the rear shed. 



He is interested in seeing more on the rear bump-out and windows and how they 
will relate to the other windows. 

6. Mr. Roth states that as proposed they aren’t quite lined up with the other windows, 
but he can look into doing that. 

7. Mr. Falcone states that he thinks they are on the right track and should continue 
working with the community. He would be interested to see historic photos if they 
find any. 

8. Mr. Serrao agrees. 

9. Ms. Quinn asks if the Commission can consider tabling the application. 

10. Mr. Roth talks about the timeline on the project. He states that they should have 
complete construction drawings by February. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to table the application for 90 days. 

2. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2, 2016 

Roslyn Place                             Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
City of Pittsburgh 
414 Grant Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  8th 
 
Lot and Block:   

 
Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 
1501 Reedsdale Street Suite 5003 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  8th 
 
Nomination Received:  10/18/16 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Quinn makes a brief presentation on the nomination. She states that the street 
meets several of the criteria for significance, but the most important are 
Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or design 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of 
design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship, Criterion 4, identification 
as the work of an architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose 
individual work is significant in the history or development of the City 
of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the 
United States, Criterion 5, exemplification of important planning and 
urban design techniques distinguished by innovation, rarity, 
uniqueness or overall quality of design or detail, and Criterion 10, 
unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence 
representing an established and familiar visual feature of a 
neighborhood, community, or the City of Pittsburgh. She states that the 
street also maintains a high level of integrity. She recommends that the 
Commission determine that the nomination has merit. She talks about the process 
from here. 

2. The Commission discusses how much of the street was replaced and it is 
determined that the entire street has been replaced over time. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. He acknowledges a petition 
that was received.  

 Motion: 

4. Mr. Serrao entertains a motion to recommend that the nomination be accepted 
and has merit. 

5. Ms. Peterson motions to recommend the nomination based on the criteria listed. 

6. Mr. Serrao clarifies that the criteria are Criterion 3, exemplification of an 



architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, 
uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or 
craftsmanship, Criterion 4, identification as the work of an architect, 
designer, engineer, or builder whose individual work is significant in 
the history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of 
Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, Criterion 
5, exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or overall quality of 
design or detail, and Criterion 10, unique location or distinctive 
physical appearance or presence representing an established and 
familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City of 
Pittsburgh.. 

7. Mr. Gastil seconds. 

8. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 5, 2016 

4200 Fifth Avenue Oakland Civic Center Historic District     

 
Owner:  
University of Pittsburgh 
3400 Forbes Avenue, Suite 3 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-S-125 
 

 
Applicant: 
Dina Klavon 
48 S. 15th Street  
Pittsburgh , Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  8th 
 
Application Received:  9/16/16 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of a formal garden. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Dina Klavon steps to the podium. She states that they have made some 
changes to their proposal from last month.  She shows the overview of the 
proposed garden and talks about the reasoning behind the layout. She talks about 
the changes that they made to the fountain and shows a perspective drawing and 
elevation. 

2. Mr. Canard Grigsby steps to the podium to comment on the steering committee 
and their process. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for public comment; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to approve the proposed water feature and revised garden 
plans. 

2. Mr. Serrao seconds. 

3. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; Mr. Falcone, Mr. Harless, Ms. Peterson, and Mr. Serrao 
are in favor and Mr. Gastil abstains. Motion carries. 
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