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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of May 2, 2017 
Beginning at 2:20 p.m. 

 
 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION:  Chairwoman Christine Mondor,  

Gitnik, Deitrick 
 

BY PHONE:     Burton-Faulk, Dick    
  

 
PRESENT OF THE STAFF: Layman, Hanna, Rakus, Kramer, Miller, 

Gregory 
 
 

 
AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

Item Page No. 

1. Project Development Plan #17-037, 4632 Centre Avenue, renovations 
and residences 

2 

2.  Project Development Plan #17-069, 792 General Robinson Street, 
SEA Parking Lot, high wall sign 

4 

3.  Jack’s Consolidation Plan (1653 Cumberland Street), 28th Ward removed 

4.  Bakery Village Buildings 102 & 103 Plan of Lots (144-180 
Reizenstein Way), 7th Ward  
5.  Squirrel Hill Gateway Consolidation (2615 Murray Avenue), 14th Ward 

5 
 
5 

6.  Century Hospitality Lawrenceville Plan (177 40th Street), 9th Ward  6 

  

7.  Fagnilli Plan of Lots (1619 Noblestown Road), 28th Ward 6 

8.  Wharton Street Development Plan of Lots (Wharton Street and Fox 
Way, 12-E-67, 12-E-69, and 12-E-70), 17th Ward  

7 

9.  Duquesne Consolidation Plan No. 4, Duquesne University, 2nd Ward  7 

  

 
Ms. Mondor chaired today’s meeting and called the meeting to order. 
 
A. ACTION ON THE MINUTES  
 

On a motion duly moved by Ms. Dick and seconded by Ms. Dietrick the minutes 
from the April 4, 2017 meeting were approved.     
 
 
 

B. CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Ms. Mondor stated that the Commission was in receipt of no correspondence  
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C. DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS  (See Attachment A for staff reports.) 
 
1. Hearing and Action:  Project Development Plan #17-037, 4632 Centre Avenue, 

renovations and residences, UNC, Baum Centre Overlay 
      

Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report and 
stated that this project is a renovation of an existing building.  The project was 
briefed to the Commission on March 7.  The applicant took additional time to 
meet with community groups in the area. The applicant is working with the 
Department of Public Works on proposed changes to the sidewalk area.  Ms. 
Kramer recommended approval of the proposal and read the staff recommended 
motion into the record.   
 
Nathan Hart, architect, presented the project and provided a handout to the 
Commission members. Mr. Hart stated that they are trying to preserve the 
original style and architecture of the building.  Mr. Hart stated that they are 
proposing to relocate the dumpster from the front of the building to the rear and 
place it behind a wood stockade fence.    
 
Mr. Hart said they are hoping to plant street trees, per City of Pittsburgh 
requirements and install a ramp to the front of the building that would be about 
three, six inches wide for accessibility to the front store fronts.  That is pending 
review by the Department of Public Works.  One of the requests by the Baum 
Centre Initiative was that the bike parking be covered and they are proposing as 
part of the fence for the dumpster that part of that structure provide a roof for the 
bike parking.   

 
The Chairwoman called for comments from the Public. 
 
Lenore Williams, Baum Centre Initiative, spoke in favor of the project after having 
worked with Mr. Hart.   

 
There being no more comments from the Public, the Chairwoman called for 
questions and comments from the Commissioners.  
 
Mr. Gitnik asked if any of the apartments are accessible and Mr. Hart stated no 
because they do not have an elevator for the building.   
 
Mr. Gitnik asked if placing the two dumpsters behind the fence will impede the 
restaurant access. Mr. Hart stated that they will not impede the egress and there 
is about four feet of area.  
 
Ms. Mondor asked about the columns and stated that they appear wider in the 
drawing, Mr. Hart said that is just the rendering.   
 
Ms. Mondor asked about the ADA accessibility and that they are fighting a ramp, 
walkway, and tree pits and she suspects there may be some conflict.  Mr. Hart 
said that something may have to give and it may be the trees in the front.  Ms. 
Mondor said that by bringing the doors out, they may not have enough turning 
radius for a wheelchair.  Ms. Mondor said they she would like to add a condition 



May 2, 2017  3 

Planning Commission Minutes 

that if there are significant changes that it go back through to staff review.  Mr. 
Hart agreed.   
 
Ms. Dietrick mentioned that they are increasing the number of units from six to 
thirteen and Mr. Hart stated they aren’t increasing the number of bedrooms, they 
are attempting to add another means of egress from each apartment unit.  Ms. 
Mondor asked if they are increasing the number of bathrooms and Mr. Hart said 
yes.   
 
Mr. Gitnik said that hopefully if you have to have something go that it will be the 
trees and not the ramp and Mr. Hart stated that would be their intent.   
 
Ms. Dick said that her question had been asked but she is assuming that they 
have not yet received approval from Public Works concerning the sidewalk and 
Mr. Hart stated that is correct, they are still working with them.  
 
Ms. Burton-Faulk stated that she has no questions.  
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commissioners, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approves 
Project Development Plan #17-037 for the exterior renovations and 4632 Centre 
Avenue by Hart Architectural Services, on behalf of Ertugrul and Neslihan Kilic, 
property owner, with the following conditions: 
 
1.  Final construction plans including final site plans and elevations shall be 

reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator prior to approval of an 
application for a building permit.  
 

2. If significant changes are made with the sidewalk configuration and ramps 
that the project must return for staff review.  

 

 

MOVED BY Ms. Dietrick              SECONDED BY Mr. Gitnik. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Brown, Askey, Burton-Faulk, Blackwell, 

Deitrick, Dick 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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2. Hearing & Action:  Project Development Plan #17-069, 792 General Robinson 
Street, SEA Parking Lot 1, high wall sign, DR-A 

 
Ms. Kramer made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Ms. 
Kramer stated that this is application for three identical high wall signs to be 
placed on the parking authority garage. The total square feet is 80 square feet 
which is less than the two percent maximum.  The signs were reviewed by staff 
design review and they had no comments.  The original staff recommendation 
had a condition but we have received their commitment to that condition so the 
recommendation has been removed and staff recommends approval of the 
project.  
 
Larry Payne with WTW Architects presented the project.  The signs will be back 
lighted with a halo effect.   
 
There being no comments from the public, the Chairwoman called for questions 
and comments from the Commission members.   
 
Mr. Gitnik asked why the SEA doesn’t have a brand or logo.  Mr. Qureshi from 
the Stadium Authority said they do have a logo they use on the correspondence 
but he isn’t certain why it wasn’t considered as part of the design of the sign.   
 
There being no more questions or comments from the Commission, the 
Chairwoman called for the motion. 
 
MOTION:  That the Planning Commission of the City of Pittsburgh approves the 
Project Development Plan No. #17-069, for three new high wall signs on the 
building located at 792 West General Robinson Street based on the application 
and drawings filed by SignPro, Inc. on behalf of the Stadium Authority of the City 
of Pittsburgh, property owner, with the following condition: 
 
 

 
MOVED BY Mr. Gitnik;                      SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick 
 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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E. PLAN OF LOTS (See Attachment C.) 
 
3. Jack’s Consolidation Plan (1653 Cumberland Street), 28th Ward  

 
 Removed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

4. Bakery Village Buildings 102 and 103 Plan of Lots, 144-180 Reizenstein Way, 7th 
Ward  

 
Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Bakery Village Buildings 102 and 103 Plan of Lots, 
submitted by Walnut Capital Partners and received by the Planning Commission 
May 2, 2017 be approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or monuments 
needed.) 

 
MOVED BY Mr. Gitnik;             SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 

 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 

 
5.  Squirrel Hill Gateway Consolidation, 2615 Murray Avenue, 14th Ward 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 
MOTION: That the Squirrel Hill Gateway Consolidation Plan, submitted by 
Alderson-Forward Properties, LLC and received by the Planning Commission 
May 2, 2017 be approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the 
Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or monuments 
needed.) 

 
MOVED BY Mr. Gitnik;                 SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 

 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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6. Century Hospitality Lawrenceville Plan (177 40th Street), 9th Ward   
 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 

MOTION: That Century Hospitality Lawrenceville Plan, submitted by Century 

Hospitality, LLC and received by the Planning Commission May 2, 2017 be 
approved and the signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission 
be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Mr. Gitnik;         SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 
 
 

7. Fagnilli Plan of Lots (1619 Noblestown Road), 28th Ward    
 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 

MOTION: That Fanilli Plan of Lots, submitted by Antonio Fagnilli and 

received by the Planning Commission May 2, 2017 be approved and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  
(No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Mr. Gitnik;       SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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8. Wharton Street Development Plan of Lots (Wharton Street and Fox Way), 17th 
Ward    

 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 

MOTION: That Wharton Street Development Plan of Lots, submitted by the 

Urban Redevelopment Authority, dated April 7, 2017 and received by the 
Planning Commission May 2, 2017 be approved and the signatures of the proper 
officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  (No improvements or 
monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Mr. Gitnik;         SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
 

 
 9. Duquesne Consolidation Plan No. 4 (Duquesne University), 2nd Ward    
 
 

Mr. Miller made a presentation in accord with the attached staff report. Director 
Gastil stated that the subdivision committee had met and recommends approval 
of the plan.  The Chairwoman called for a motion. 
 

MOTION: That Duquesne University Consolidation Plan of Lots No. 4, 1st 

Ward, City of Pittsburgh, County of Allegheny, prepared for Duquesne University 
of the Holy Spirit by Civil and Environmental Consultants, Inc., dated April 18, 
2017 and received by the Planning Commission May 2, 201 be approved and the 
signatures of the proper officers of the Planning Commission be affixed thereto.  
(No improvements or monuments needed.) 
 

 
MOVED BY Mr. Gitnik;           SECONDED BY Ms. Deitrick. 
 
IN FAVOR: Mondor, Gitnik, Burton-Faulk, Deitrick, Dick 
 
 
OPPOSED:  None      CARRIED 
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D. ADJOURNMENT:            3:30 p.m. 
 
 APPROVED BY:   Paul Gitnik, Esq. 
      SECRETARY 
 
 Attachments 
 
 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER:  The official records of the Planning Commission’s meetings are the 
Minutes of the Meetings approved by the Commission’s Secretary, Paul Gitnik.  The 
Minutes are the ONLY official record. 
 
Any other notes, recordings, etc. are not official records of the Planning Commission.  
The Planning Commission cannot verify the accuracy or authenticity of notes, 
recordings, etc., that are not part of the official minutes. 
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