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ART COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the meeting Wednesday, January 25, 2017 
Beginning at 2:10 p.m. 

 
PRESENT OF THE COMMISSION: Astorino, Indovina, Luckett, Moss, Gastil, 

Gable 
 
PRESENT OF THE STAFF:    Anne Kramer 
       Anthony Cavalline 
       Yesica Guerra 
       Lisa Ray 
              
                                   AGENDA ITEMS COVERED IN THESE MINUTES 

ITEM PAGE 
1. Pittsburgh Penguins Banners 1 
2. Enhanced Pedestrian & Bicycle Crosswalk 2 
3. Aquaponics Temporary Greenhouse 3 

 
A. Approval of Commission Mintes 

On motion by Moss and seconded by Luckett the minutes of the November 16, 2016 
meeting were approved.  Roll call, all ayes.  Motion carried. 

 
B. Correspondence 

Director Gastil notified the commission that the letter was sent to Mr. Gray and he verbally 
accepted the commissions recommendation that he step down from this board.  Director 
Gastil will carry that conversation on to the Mayor and they will work to find another member. 
 
Director Gastil also introducted Yesica Guerra as the Public Art and Civic Design Manager.   
 
Ms. Guerra thanked Director Gastil and is excited about this new opportunity.  She stated 
that she was born in Mexico and was an exchange student in Pennsylvania and returned to 
Mexico to continue her study of Art and Architecture.   
 

C. Items for Review  
 

1. Pittsburgh Penguins Banners (Conceptual & Final Review) 
    Leo McCafferty, Pittsburgh Penguins  
 

Leo McCafferty the director of Marketing for the Pittsburgh Penguins presented plans to erect 
banners to mark the 50 Anniversary of the Penguins and activate the area. 
 
Luckett asked about the promotional aspect and wonder if the City is permitted to do that. 
 
McCafferty stated that he believes that as long as it is on private property it is permitted. 
 
Gastil noted that it is permissible at a major public facility.   
 
Moss asked about the location and quantity. 
 
McCafferty stated that the banners will be up until June and there are 42 banners. 
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Luckett asked if they are replacing the existing banners. 
 
McCafferty stated that they are already up. 
 
Moss stated that we are approving banners after they are up. 
 
McCafferty stated that he was not aware of the procedures for the banner. 
 
 
MOTION:  Conceptual and Final Review 
 
MOVED BY       Astorino                    SECONDED BY   Moss 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED   None  

 
 
CARRIED 
 

2. Enhanced Pedestrian & Bicycle Crosswalk (Final Approval)              

   Sean Luther, Envision Downtown 

 
Luther gave an update on the project at Penn and 11th in downtown Pittsburgh approved by 
this commission last June.  He showed photos of the existing pedestrian and bike 
crosswalk.  They used the standard traffic paint and want to make sure that this commission 
is comfortable with the design.  They are requesting permission to work with DPW to find 
other locations.  PPG Paints has donated most of the materials and they hope to use a 
better quality to last a little longer.  He reviewed the budget calculations and each project will 
be around the same range approximately $20,000. 
 
Moss stated that this is great and he heard only positive feeback from a lot of people. 
 
Luckett asked how many? 
 
Luther stated not sure but only in downtown in connected communities. 
 
Gable asked if he was adovacting a standard. 
 
Luther stated no there are some areas that will not work. 
 
MOTION:  Final Approval  

 
MOVED BY       Moss                  SECONDED BY   Luckett 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED   None  

CARRIED  
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3. Aquaponics Temporary Greenhouse (Final Approval) 
              Vihn Luong, The Aquaponics Project, LLC 
 Quincy Swatson, The Aquaponics Project. LLC 
 

Luong gave a brief presentation about the functions of the Aquaponics which is portable 
temporary greenhouse facility to display an example of sustainable urban agriculture and it 
measures 20’ x 8’x20’x10 tall.  The project received Art Commission approval in August 
2016 adjacent to Gateway Station and now seeks approval for a change in location to 
Manchester Park in front of the tennis courts.   
 
Donated first harvest and held a fundraiser at the Savoy Restaurant. Performed 1,000 tours 
and secured partnerships local and outside of the state. 
 
Moss is the system still there. 
 
Luong stated yes but not functioning. 
 
Moss asked if there will be more builts. 
 
Luong stated no only using one. 
 
Luckett asked how long will it be in Manchester. 
 
Luong stated until July 2017 then it will move to the University of Pittsburgh. 
 
Moss asked when it will be moved to Manchester. 
 
Luong stated after they receive the commission’s approval. 
 
Astorino stated that he was happy to see it and see it executed. 
 
Gastil asked what kind of fish. 
 
Luong stated Talapia. 
 
MOTION:  Final Approval 

 
MOVED BY       Luckett                  SECONDED BY   Moss 
IN FAVOR    All 
OPPOSED   None  

CARRIED  
 

Director’s Report 
Kramer and Gastil reported on the meeting with the Cateni family and they do not have a 
solution today but want to provide a report.  The family were very happy to learn about the 
project and they have a clear understanding of Mr. Canteni’s vision and they understand that we 
have no plan of action nor do they have somewhere for the piece to go.  McCay Lodge worked 
with them before when this piece was moved.  It was suggested that we get is appraised and 
have a photo documentation.  The challenge is that the piece is large and how it could be 
removed.  They will need to speak with the engineers because they do not want to destroy the 
bridge structure.  It may be possible to salvage some of the piece so they had a conversation 
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with the Office of Public Art and they don’t think the piece is going to be part of the design going 
forward. She also talked to Doug Straley at the SEA.  Director Gastil stated that the piece is 
very large they would like to do two steps find out if it can be removed safely and get a 
assessment of the piece and they will consult the City’s Law Department. 
 
Moss asked if the City considered selling it. 
 
Gastil stated not at this time. 
 
Director Gable reported that the city is looking to develop new standards for the antenas on top 
of the light posts.  There are currently 5 or 6 versions and they would like to adopt a standard. 
 
Ms. Guerra asked if any of the Commission members want to have a individual meeting with 
her, feel free to contact her. 
 

 
Meeting Adjourned 


