
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of April 5, 2017 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Joe Serrao Sarah Quinn Carole Malakoff  Doug Lucas 

Erik Harless Sharon Spooner Allison Smyth Chris Cieslak 

Ernie Hogan  Tony Pitassi Mark Lando 

Matthew Falcone  Susan Larkin Keane George 

  Gary Cirrincione Judy Schurman 

  Alichia Parker Marty Hutton 

  Canard Grigsby Ilona Beresford 

  Stephen Connell Robert Gonze 

  Duncan Horner John Wilds 

  Mike Abnay  

 
Old Business-None. 

New Business 
 
Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the March 1 meeting minutes, Mr. Serrao motions to 
approve and Mr. Falcone seconds. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
 
Approval of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the March Certificates of 
Appropriateness, Mr. Serrao motions to approve and Mr. Falcone seconds. Mr. Hogan asks for a 
vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
    
 
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the Allegheny West LRC to discuss 

the list of properties that they presented to the Commission last month. She states that the 

LRC has compiled a list of properties that have outstanding issues and violations. She goes 

through the issues one by one. She states that the first item, 856 N. Lincoln Avenue, may 

have been resolved, as they have heard that the owner has ordered new appropriate 

windows. She states that with several of the properties, there have been new owners that 

were never notified of the violation, and she asks if there can be some documentation placed 

on a deed so new owners can be aware. 

2. Ms. Quinn states that the information is included in the zoning certification documentation; 

there is a box on the form indication that the property is historic, and if there are any open 

citations that will be noted as well. 

3. Ms. Malakoff goes through the other properties on the list. 
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4. Mr. Harless gives updates on where the properties are in the permitting or court process, if 

applicable. 

5. Ms. Malakoff states that their main issues are, again, that new owners be notified of 

outstanding issues in some way, and that building permits not be issued unless a C of A is 

issued. She recommends that a conference be held with representatives from all of the 

historic districts to discuss issues. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that they were able to have a conference a few years ago as the city had 

access to a suitable location. 

7. Mr. Hogan states that the recommendations are helpful, and he states that a lot of the issues 

come down to education, which he feels that one or more of the city’s preservation groups 

can help with. He states that education with realtors would be helpful. He also states that 

neighborhood groups can be helpful when properties go to court. 

8. Ms. Malakoff states that if they are notified of court dates they would like to attend. 

9. Mr. Hogan states again that this has been helpful; clearly there are internal gaps that need 

to be addressed, and there have already been early discussions about an education process. 

 

 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Serrao motions to adjourn the meeting. 

Mr. Falcone seconds. 

Meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

956 W. North Avenue       Allegheny West Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Keane George 
956 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  22-S-133 
 

 
Applicant: 
Keane George 
956 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  2/10/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact construction of rooftop deck. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Keane George steps to the podium, he is the owner of the property. He also 
introduces his contractor. He shows new pictures showing that the deck and 
railing are not visible and presents drawings showing the deck. He states that the 
changes have already been completed. 

2. Mr. Harless states that approval should have been granted before the work was 
changed. 

3. Mr. George says he understands, but he has been in touch with the building 
inspector and knows it still needs to be inspected. 

4. Ms. Susan Larkin steps to the podium; she is representing the contractor for the 
project, Frank Quinn. She states that there is one area where the railing is visible, 
and they will paint it black as agreed. 

5. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the after-the-fact construction of the rooftop deck 
as modified. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

2026 E. Carson Street East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Kalamare LLC 
602 Squaw Run Road E 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-K-25 
 

 
Applicant: 
Axis Architecture PC 
2328 Pitcairn Road  
Monroeville, Pa 15146 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact installation of railings. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Craig Collins with Axis Architecture steps to the podium; he also introduces 
the owner of the property, Mark Lando. He explains the project, stating that the 
work they are looking at is a door opening and railings for two existing stoops. He 
shows photos from 2007 showing the previous conditions, and explains that there 
was a safety concern with the two stoops which is why the railings were installed. 
He states that the only thing done with the door is removal of the panel covering it; 
the door is the original and was just painted. He states that the railings were 
designed to match the previously approved accessible ramp on the building. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the after-the-fact installation of railings as 
submitted. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

2401 E. Carson Street East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Realty Income Group 
11995 El Camino Real 
San Diego, Ca 92103 

 
Ward:  16th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-L-244 
 

 
Applicant: 
Weyand Sign & Lighting 
4277 Lincoln Highway 
Stoystown, Pa 15563 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   New internally illuminated signage. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Bob Gonze steps to the podium; he is with the sign company preparing signage 
for the CoGo’s. He states that there are two parts to the proposal; the first is 
updating of existing signage, a pylon sign and a building sign with new faces. They 
are also requesting an additional sign with a light box on the front face of the 
building. 

2. Mr. Hogan states that internally lit signs are not permitted in the historic district. 

3. Mr. Gonze asks if they can present the new sign as an unlit sign. 

4. Mr. Hogan says that would be permissible. 

5. Mr. Rob Grimes steps to the podium representing the owner. He asks if they could 
put two spot lights above the new sign for illumination. 

6. Mr. Hogan says yes, as long as they fall within what is allowed per the historic 
guidelines. 

7. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the new signage with the existing building and 
pylon signs to be replaced in-kind, and with the new sign labelled #3 to be a 
placard sign with external gooseneck lighting. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

Allegheny Library 
5 Allegheny Square 

 
                         Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
City of Pgh Dept of Finance 
414 Grant Street #502 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-R-157 
 

 
Applicant: 
Children’s Museum 
10 Children’s Way 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade restoration. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Chris Sieslak, a project director for the Children’s Museum, steps to the 
podium. She also introduces Tony Pitassi from PWWG Architects, the architect for 
the project. She talks about the history of revitalization efforts in Allegheny Square 
and about the library building and their long-term plans for it. 

2. Mr. Pitassi steps to the podium. He talks about the building and some of the 
alterations that were made to it in the past. He states that their renovations to the 
exterior will be minimal. They are planning on replacing the windows for energy 
efficiency and will also be using clear glass as opposed to the dark tinted glass that 
is there now. They are also proposing on restoring some openings that were 
infilled in the 70s. He shows historic photos of the building and states that they are 
still looking for original plans of the building. He shows the plans of the proposed 
work. He states that they are also making life-safety improvements to the building, 
which includes an egress door. He shows photos of the dark glass window and 
door replacements from the 1970s. He states that they are considering energy 
efficiency and whether the windows will need to be operable or not.  

3. Mr. Hogan states that the proximity of the new door to the grand entrance of the 
Hazlett Theater is a concern, and they will need additional details of how it will be 
treated. He states that the building is a very significant structure, and although he 
feels that they are going in the right direction, but they will need to bring more 
detailed drawings and materials specifications for the Commission to be able to 
grant final approval. Specifically, he states that there is no detail of the railing, 
there are two insufficient cut sheets for windows and no information on the arch-
top windows, no cut sheets for the doors, and no information about materials and 
treatment of the door openings. 

4. Mr. Serrao agrees that they are going in the right direction, they just need more 
details so final approval can be granted. 



5. Mr. Hogan states that they may want to look at the Department of the Interior’s 
standards although they are generally more strict than what the HRC requires. He 
talks about the front entrance and states that it should have the same look as what 
was there, although they don’t have to recreate exactly what was there. He states 
that if they could label the drawings directing the Commissioners to the 
appropriate window and door cut sheet. He states that they should try to go back 
to what was there, but recreated in today’s materials. He states that they can 
present different options according to what their budget may be. He states that 
wherever they will be changing masonry openings, it would be helpful to 
understand the surrounding masonry and how the walls of the recess will be and 
how the opening will be capped at the top, and they will also need information 
about what the new door will be, such as a flush metal door or an embossed door, 
which would probably be more appropriate. As far as the railing, he states that a 
pipe railing or flat railing would be appropriate, and they just need drawing 
showing that. The same would go for any arch-top windows that are being 
reopened. 

6. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Serrao seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

Westinghouse Academy 
1101 N. Murtland Avenue 

 
                      Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
1305 Muriel Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  12th 
 
Lot and Block:  125-D-200 
 

 
Applicant: 
Gary J. Cirrincione 
5507 Hays Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of an entry portico. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Gary Cirrincione steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
introduces the project, which is an entry portico for the school. He shows photos of 
the existing conditions of the neighborhood and historic and current photos of the 
building. He shows the elevations of the building where the portico will be. He 
states that there were alterations that were done in 1998 to the area including the 
doors and light fixtures. He states that this is an area that often has students or 
visitors waiting outside and there is currently no shelter. He talks about the 
proposed portico, stating that it will not be touching the historic fabric of the 
building or the iron fence. He states that they did try to keep the design minimal. 
He talks about the colors, stating that the school wants to use the school colors, 
although they would not have been used historically.  

2. Mr. Serrao asks if the portico is pre-engineered. 

3. Mr. Cirrincione says yes. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks about the arch. 

5. Mr. Cirrincione shows the historic photo of the building and the arch that they 
were mimicking. 

6. Mr. Hogan states that he is also struggling with the form of it. 

7. Mr. Serrao agrees that something simpler might be better so that it would 
disappear. 

8. Mr. Hogan states that they may be able to settle on colors that are traditional to 
the school colors but more muted. 

9. Mr. Serrao says they can work with the colors, but the issue is with the arch on the 
portico. 



10. Mr. Falcone asks about lighting for the structure. 

11. Mr. Cirrincione talks about the lighting and security. 

12. Mr. Falcone states that the two light fixtures that will be obscured may have been 
moved from another part of the building. 

13. Mr. Cirrincione states that they can research that. 

14. Mr. Falcone states that he has an issue with the groin vault, and he states that a 
material like glass would minimize visual impact, although that would have other 
drawbacks such as the expense and upkeep. 

15. Mr. Stephen Connell from Pittsburgh Public Schools steps to the podium. He 
worked on the design and explains that pointed or flat roofs had their own issues. 

16. Mr. Cirrincione asks if they should explore a shed or flat roof instead. 

17. Mr. Hogan states that even a very flat gable roof could work. 

18. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Harless motions to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

Workingmen’s Savings Bank 
800 E. Ohio Street 

 
              Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
October Real Estate Holdings, LLC 
PO Box 6666 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  24-N-142 
 

 
Applicant: 
Hart Architectural Services 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  2/10/17 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including construction of rear addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart and Mr. Geoff DiBeneditto from Hart Architectural Services step 
to the podium. He states that they are presenting their changes from last month. 

2. Mr. DiBeneditto states that the main concern was what could be seen on the roof, 
which is what they addressed. He presents the changes, which mostly involved 
them pulling back all the rooftop elements away from the edges. He presents new 
drawings and elevations showing the changes. He also talks about the materials 
and colors. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the building renovations as submitted. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan comments that staff needs to have final colors and materials including 
rear door cut sheets; they have submitted a fair amount but they should submit 
more standard size drawings with notes and cut sheets. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

1410 N. Franklin Street              Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Alichia Parker 
300 Adams Drive Apt 301 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15136 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-K-277 
 

 
Applicant: 
Alichia Parker 
300 Adams Drive Apt 301 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15136 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Alichia Parker steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She 
explains her project, which involves installation of windows on the front of the 
building for a child care business. She states that the regulations specify that the 
windows are limited to six feet. She has been looking at different options as far as 
what windows should be installed and is looking for guidance at this point. 

2. Mr. Hogan states that she may also have to change the electrical box on the front 
of the building, as that would be in the way of the windows. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks if there is anything behind the wood panels. 

4. Ms. Parker says no, they pulled the wood off to check but there are no windows. 

5. The Commission discusses what may have been there originally and what her 
options are. 

6. Mr. Hogan states that she can work with a window company to develop shop 
drawings on the windows. He states that she may have to work with an electrician 
to move the electrical panel, and with the property being in a historic district, 
Duquesne Light may allow it to be located in the basement. 

7. Ms. Quinn states that she can write a letter to Duquesne Light explaining the 
situation if needed. 

8. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Ms. Parker states that she no longer wants to remove the rear addition as stated in 



the application. 

5. Mr. Hogan states that if she is making any alterations to it she may want to bring 
them in as well and have everything approved at once He also states that she may 
want to reach out to the neighborhood group for information about façade 
improvement grants that may be available. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

411-413 N. Taylor Avenue 
512 N. Taylor Avenue 
514 N. Taylor Avenue 
1225 Sherman Avenue 

 
 
 
Mexican War Streets Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Northside Associates 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-125, 23-J-215, 
23-J-214, 23-K-175 
 

 
Applicant: 
Mistick Construction 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Marty Hutton with Mistick Construction steps to the podium. He states that 
he is presenting four buildings that are part of a larger redevelopment program for 
affordable housing on the Northside. He discusses the first item, 411-413 N. Taylor. 
He states that this is a full interior rehab with minimal outside work. He states that 
they are proposing window replacement, painting, and repair or replacement of 
roofing in-kind. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks about the material of the windows. 

3. Mr. Hutton states that it is an extruded aluminum-clad wooden window. 

4. Mr. Hogan states that aluminum-clad windows aren’t permitted in the district. 
They would need photos or a sample to be able to determine if a product could be 
appropriate. He asks about the rear windows. 

5. Mr. Hutton states that they were looking to use vinyl windows in the rear, with an 
integral brick mold, and with the color to be black to match the existing. 

6. Mr. Hogan asks is they will be repainting. 

7. Mr. Hutton says yes, they will be repainting/restaining as the building was 
previously painted. 

8. Mr. Serrao asks about the two windows that are blocked out. 

9. Mr. Hutton states that there was previously a stairwell there, so the windows that 
are there now straddle the floorline which doesn’t work for the current interior. 
They plan on installing a PVC panel that would mirror the look of the window from 
the outside. 



10. Mr. Hogan asks if the rear of the property is visible. 

11. Mr. Falcone states that it is on a corner and is visible all the way around. 

12. Mr. Hutton states that they can do wood windows if that is what is required. 

13. Mr. Hogan states that the items he is looking for are an alternate rear window 
instead of vinyl, the stain color for the brick, a close up of the brick showing the 
existing stain, and color selections for the trim. He asks if the steps in the rear are 
already concrete. 

14. Mr. Hutton states that he believes they are, and they are replacing them in-kind. 

15. Mr. Hogan states that it is hard to tell from the photos, and they will want to 
provide clearer photos to show the existing conditions. He states that they will also 
need more details on the railing. He asks if the other properties they have on the 
agenda have the same approach. 

16. Mr. Hutton says yes, although there are slight variations in the work such as the 
rear decks and rear additions. 

17. Mr. Hogan states that they will need better photos of the existing conditions and 
cut sheets on each of the items. He recommends in-kind replacement where 
possible, such as with any stone steps. He states that any rear windows that are 
visible from the public right-of-way will have to meet the standards. They will also 
need, as previously stated, stain colors, window colors, window cut sheets or 
samples, and railing details. He reviews the materials for the additions at 512 and 
514 and states that they will need information about roofing materials, windows, 
siding material, and colors. 

18. Mr. Hutton states that they are proposing rebuilding the additions with the same 
dimensions, with new windows and Hardie plank cement siding. 

19. Mr. Hogan states that they will also need more detailed drawings showing how 
they are treating the overhang, soffit and fascia, etc. 

20. Mr. Hutton talks about 1225 Sherman, as it is a bit different. At some point it had a 
storefront that was covered up, and they are proposing to open it back up. He 
presents a photo of another storefront in the Northside that they will be modelling 
it after. 

21. Mr. Hogan states that they will need a cut sheet for the door and materials 
information for the storefront, and if there is any proposed lighting on the front 
they will need to submit cut sheets for those. 

22. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to table items 9, 10, 11, and 14 for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Serrao seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

607 N. Taylor Avenue Mexican War Streets Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Duncan Horner 
609 N. Taylor Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-294 
 

 
Applicant: 
Duncan Horner 
609 N. Taylor Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Restoration of window size, replacement of soffit and fascia. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Duncan Horner steps to the podium; he is the applicant and is representing 
the owners of the property. He gives some history of the property and alteration 
that was done to the window. He is proposing to reopen the window to its original 
size and replace it with a one-over-one wooden window. The sill is gone and he is 
proposing to replace it with wood or brick.  

2. Mr. Hogan states that it should be to match the sill of the other window. 

3. Mr. Horner states that it is brick. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the restoration of the window as submitted. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

Crawford Hall 
142 Tennyson Avenue 

                                                           
Oakland Civic Center Historic District     

 
Owner:  
University of Pgh Facilities 
3400 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-L-78 
 

 
Applicant: 
Ewing Cole / Christopher Ray 
100 N. 6th Street 
Philadelphia, Pa 19106 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  1/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Canard Grigsby steps to the podium. He introduces Ilona Beresford, the 
project manager, Dr. John Wiles from the Community and Government Relations 
Department, and Steven McDaniel and Nicholas Seftis, architects for Ewing Cole. 
He states that they have also met with the Schenley Farms community group, and 
a representative from that group is also in attendance today. 

2. Ms. Ilona Beresford steps to the podium; she is the project manager for the 
project. She provides a summary of what they discussed at the meeting with the 
Schenley Farms community group. She states that the concern at the last meeting 
was the south elevation, so that is what they are addressing today. She states that 
the Commission indicated that they wanted more information about the window 
glass, a different solution for the material on the penthouse on the south elevation, 
and information about why they decided to locate the ventilation shafts on the 
exterior with respect to building code and other considerations. 

3. Mr. Steve McDaniel steps to the podium. He states that the first item, the 
windows, are best described by the models they have provided, one of the existing 
conditions and one of the proposed. They also have provided materials samples. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks if on the material with applied imagery, if the imagery is on the 
outside or inside, as he is concerned about reflectivity. 

5. Mr. McDaniel states that it is insulated glass so it will be on one of the interior 
glass surfaces. He states that they would not use highly reflective glass. 

6. Mr. Hogan states that they may have to use non-glare, matte glass. 

7. Mr. McDaniel states that they haven’t considered it but he agrees. 

8. Ms. Beresford states that on the sample with the image, the university worked with 
a local glass company and looked at many different types of glass. They will look at 
enlisting a window expert for the project to play with different types of glass and 



fritting to see what would best mimic what is there. 

9. Mr. Serrao asks which option they prefer. 

10. Mr. McDaniel states that they haven’t come to a consensus, but they based the 
model on the glass with the larger frit. He goes on to the next item, which is the 
treatment of the penthouse material. He shows photos of the existing conditions 
and what they are proposing. He states that they are proposing a medium-tone 
metal panel that would visually recede from the primary surface and keeping the 
louvers for consistency. He moves on to the third item, which are the code issues 
that are requiring them to locate the shafts on the outside of the building. 

11. The Commission and the applicant discuss the stated code issues. 

12. Ms. Beresford states that they are looking for preliminary design approval and will 
come back with final materials. 

13. Mr. Hogan states that that will be appropriate as it is such a large project. 

14. Mr. Falcone states that he feels the design is appropriate and is especially 
interested in the glass with the applied image, as it is similar to stained glass 
technology. 

15. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

16. Mr. Mike Abney steps to the podium from the Schenley Farms Civic Association. 
He states that they are in support but are concerned about light emissions and 
noise. 

17. Ms. Beresford addresses these concerns. 

18. Mr. Hogan also admits the written testimony from Schenley Farms for the record. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao moves to approve the building renovations as submitted in the April 5, 
2017 documents, model, and drawings. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan clarifies that this is a preliminary approval and final materials will be 
brought back to the Commission. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

950 Penn Avenue           Penn-Liberty Historic District     

 
Owner:  
950 Penn Avenue, LLC 
3 PPG Place, Suite 5000 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-N-115 
 

 
Applicant: 
Jody Schurman 
Lab 8 Designs 
55 S. 17th Street  
Pittsburgh , Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  2/7/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations including operable storefront installation. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jody Schurman steps to the podium; he is with Lab 8 Designs, the architect for 
the project. He goes over the changes to the storefront, which they have redesigned 
as an operable window wall as recommended by the HRC. The knee wall will 
remain. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the façade renovation including installation of the 
operable storefront as submitted. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 5, 2017 

Oliver Bath House 
38 S. 10th Street 

                             
                            Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
City of Pittsburgh 
414 Grant Street, Room 200 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-G-206 

 
Nominator: 
Matthew W. C. Falcone 
1501 Reedsdale Street, Suite 5003 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Nomination Received:  2/6/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Hogan states that at the last meeting they agreed with the criteria for 
designation outlined in the nomination, which are Criterion 2, identification 
with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural, historic, 
architectural, archaeological, or related aspect of the development of the City of 
Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, 
Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or design 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, 
materials, or craftsmanship, Criterion 4, identification as the work of an 
architect, designer, engineer, or builder whose individual work is significant in the 
history or development of the City of Pittsburgh, the State of Pennsylvania, the 
Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, Criterion 7, association with important 
cultural or social aspects or events in the history of the City of Pittsburgh, the State 
of Pennsylvania, the Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, and Criterion 10, 
unique location or distinctive physical appearance or presence representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, or the City 
of Pittsburgh. He asks for a recommendation to accept the nomination and 
advance it. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to accept the nomination and make a positive 
recommendation to City Council. 

2. Mr. Serrao seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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