MESSAGE FROMTHE COUNCILMAN

Greetings Residents of District 6-

It is with great pleasure | present to you ourrspmnewsletter. There have been many devel-
opments taking place throughout our neighborho®ds.North Side Communities have wel-
comed a change in rank at Zone One, with the priomaf Commander Bickerstaff to head
that zone. In Downtown, we have seen the openinbeofirst grocer in 5 years with the Mar-
ket Street Grocery.

We are also now one step closer to beginning tthevedopment of the Lower Hill District.
This expansive project has been years in the wgr&kiid we have made large steps to begin
construction. You'll find updates inside regardihgt as well as how your concerns over the
project are being handled.

As always, | look forward to working with you tovehthe betterment of our community.
Should you have any additional concerns, questmmnthoughts please feel free to contact m
by phone at 412-255-2134 or by emaiDainiel.lavelle @pittsburghpa.goYou can also
reach us via our website atww.pittsburghpa.gov/district6/

LAVELLE CREATES
AFFORDABLE HOUSING TASK FORCE

Pittsburgh is in the midst of anprevent the potential displace-tions to the Mayor and City
economic renaissance that hasnent caused by rising housingCouncil. A report will be pub-
seen property values rise costs. lished that identifies Pitts-
throughout the city. It is a posi- burgh’s current housing land-
tive sign of growth, but if not In order to address affordable scape, projected future housing
appropriately planned for, can housing throughout Pittsburghyeeds, and recommended poli-

lead to the displacement of mi¢councilman Lavelle sponsored:y responses to ensure a vibrant

to low income residents who legislation that_ creates an Af- mix of accessible housing op-
are unable to keep pace with fordable Housing Task Force. tjons for all residents in Pitts-
rising property values in their The task force will be com- 1, ;gh.

communities. The provision of Prised of a diverse group of - _ _
an adequate supply of afforda-Stakeholders inside and outsid&he task force is co-chaired by

ble housing is therefore criticalof government who will work -~ Councilman Lavelle and Plan-
to retain existing residents andto make specific recommenda-ning Director Ray Gastil.
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LOWER HILL DISTRICT GROUNDBREAKING
&
UNITED STATES STEEL HEADQUARTERS
After many months of plan- square foot building that

ning and negotiations be-
tween the councilman,
mayor’s office, and develof
ers, the first phases of rede | :
velopment on the Lower Hi - - - ‘ Councilman along with the
are preparing to take shape e L S i i ] g— Mayor, Gove.rnor, an_d .other
The city’s iconic US Steel || i T HILLRl local and national 0ff|C|aIs
had announced last year th mancial assis broke_ground to begin con-
plans to find a new home fd@ o u:‘:: struction of the streets. As
their cooperate headquartef™

when the lease on their %

Grant Street tower expires | k%

2017.

will serve as the new global
headquarters for US Steel.

On Monday March 23, the
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infrastructure is built, U.S.
Steel hopes to begin con-
struction soon.

At full build out, the site is
In March, both the Pitts- &= expected to include 1,100
burgh-Allegheny Sports & : . . ' ) J units of housing, 632,000
Exhibition Authority and t , square feet of office space,
city’s Urban Redevelopme and 250,000 square feet of
Authority both voted in fa- commercial retail space.
vor of the 5 story 285,000

NEW GROCERY COMESTO GARDENTHEATER BLOCK
DOWNTOWN UPDATE

The Market Street Grocery, fruits, vegetables, fresh meats D_evc?lopment of the North  component in the develop-
developed by Ralph Falbo, and seafood as well as a Delj Side’s Garden Theater blockment.

Downtown'’s first grocery  and wine bar. has been waylaid and delayed
store in five years, opened in for years but recently the  Councilman Lavelle feels
Market Square in the Thomp-A feature will also include a Urbgn Redgvelopment Au- comfortable in the selection
son Building on April 22nd.  branch of popular Squirrel thority of Pittsburgh (URA) of TREK as TREK has a

Hill French bakery Gaby et | chose downtown's TREK  track record of successful
The store will cater to the daylules. Development Group to take Projects in District 6, includ-
to day needs of Downtown the lead on this project. ing the redevelopment of the

Miller Elementary School,

residents and is styled after al he grocer will be open 7am

European market. It will servé PM daily, with the wine bar TREK plans to build 56 ma_r—Dinwiddie Housjng project in
staying open until 11 PM. ket rate apartments alongsidéhe Hill and their work on
ground level retail and res- the Century Building down-
taurant space. They plan to town which was renovated
work with the community to into 60 residential lofts and
include a 10-15% workforce two floors of commercial
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GREATER HILL
LOCAL ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION TAX DISTRICT

(May raise up to $40 million over ten years)

A new program, LERTA, bers from the Greater Hill
designed to raise upwards of District Growth Fund, will
$40 million dollars has

been approved by all threet- e // X
taxing bodies. The dollars f[e:“e:mmm ¥
will be raised by capturing |, " A
the tax dollars created by tH-=
redevelopment of the Lowe
Hill District and using them=4
for the redevelopment of th—
Middle and Upper Hill Dis-
trict.
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The tax dollars will be held: “ -7/ 7%,

in a special account at the /"~
Urban Redevelopment Au- -/

.

make recommendations to thed the dollars in the communi-
URA board on how to allocat-ty. They will focus primarily

in two areas; capital invest-
= ments, and programing to
“ directly assist residents. As
<= an example, there will be op-
portunities to utilize the dol-
lars for new retail along Cen-
tre Avenue, new housing,
work force development edu-
cation, and mortgage assis-
~ tance initiatives.

The goal is to ensure the bene-
fits of the redevelopment of
the Lower Hill extends to resi-

s 4 = dents of the entire communi-
i S’m:;’;;‘:\and’r : ty

o

ANNUAL DISTRICT 6
SENIOR SITEVISITS

For the past month, Council- and K. Leroy Irvis Towers is
man Lavelle has visited senionpcoming. Mr. Milliones and
buildings throughout District Mr. Irvis are two examples of
6. Each year he makes a bi- men that have carried the
annual trip to the seniors to torch and their legacy lives
give them a chance to voice on.

concerns, issues and simply to
spend time with our older If we have not yet come to
population your building, please look out

for the flyers in your lobby so
Our seniors are very im-
portant to the councilman as Also, if you have a loved one
many have paved the way foiin a senior building and you
him to be where he is now. have concerns, please call ou
Milliones Manor was one of office.
the buildings the councilman
went to in the past few weeks

you can make sure you attend.

DOWNTOWN
DEVELOPER’S FORUM

On February 4, the Pittsburgtburgh Cultural Trust, noted
Downtown Community De- that Downtown’s entertain-
velopment Corporation ment venues were attended b
(PDCDC), chaired by Coun- a total of 2.5-3 million people
cilman Lavelle, hosted a fo- in 2014, numbers which are
rum with eight Downtown  expected to continue growing
Developers to discuss the in the near future.

future of development in the )
Golden Triangle. The focus Among the challenges dis-
was on the growing residen- cussed by the invitees was th

tial popula- need to ad-
tion Down- dress the de-
town, mand for

more afforda-

which pan-.D-EV E L O—iF', M E N T ble units

elists ex- ;
pect to 7 ‘; & Downtown.
reach the .. | . . = Anotherchal-
marker of IRl ~ | lenge men-
20,000 tioned was

making Downtown a commu-
nity for families, which

The success of Downtown’s would involve the provision
growing residential base wasof amenities such as play-
largely attributed to a focus grounds.

on the live-work-play dynam-

ic, with a recent emphasis on

the “play” component. Panel-

ist Kevin McMahon, Presi-

dent and CEO of the Pitts-

residents in 10 years.
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CENTRE AVE CORRIDOR REDEVELOPMENT DESIGN

With the recent open-
ings of the Shop 'N
Save grocery, the Thel
ma Lovette YMCA,
and the Kaufmann Cer
ter acting as anchors,
the Centre Ave busine:
corridor is poised to
become the main busi-
ness district for the Hill
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Last year, the Hill CDC
received a grant from
the Design Center to
hire a consultant to
assist in the corridor
redevelopment design
plan for Centre Ave from

CENTRE LOW

CELEBRATING PITTSBURGH'S HILL DISTRICT

They have lead the design plaand ensuring that the cultural Will be used as a template for

Crawford St to Reed St. After yygject by using the Hill Dis- identity of the Hill District is

interviewing 5 of the appli-

cants, a steering committee \yorking with the community ture redevelopment efforts
selected the firm EvolveEA. g receive input and feedback,

EvolveEA engaged the
Hill community in a
visioning and identity
process to discuss
identity and how iden-
tity informs design.
Such an identity was
then used to define the
corridor’s design and
its future development
opportunities.

EvolveEA is now in
the final stages of
drafting the proposal
for the redesign of
Centre Ave, which

future development in the cor-

trict Master Plan as a guide, clarified and helps shape fu- fidor.

UPTOWN ECO-INNOVATION DISTRICT

The Uptown Eco-Innovation Pittsburgh, Remaking Cities feasibility matrix. After this
District Plan is a city project Institute (Carnegie Mellon draft, specific plans for ener-
to revitalize the Uptown University), City of Pitts- gy, stormwater, and district
neighborhood. Uptown is  burgh (Department of Inno- mobility will be worked out.
strategically located betweervation and Performance,  This phase will also outline
Downtown and Oakland. Thédepartment of City Planningsources of revenues and reve
Eco-District’s main goal is tothe Planning Commission  nue reallocations to ensure
create a welcoming urban and Councilman Lavelle), the project has proper fund-
environment with modern  Center for Innovation and ing. Any issues of rezoning
technologies that help createEntrepreneurship (Urban  and implementation strate-
a sustainable neighborhood.Redevelopment Authority of gies will be discussed in the
Pittsburgh), Port Authority offourth and final stage.
A local core group was Allegheny County, and Alle-

formed to sit as the initial ~ gheny County Economic
Steering Committee for the peyelopment.

Uptown Eco-District. The

Currently, the Department of
Planning is in the process of
selecting a consultant with

core group is comprised of The first phase was the creaexpertise in land-use plan-
members from Uptown Part-tion of a vision and mission ning and multimodal trans-
ners, Oakland Planning and statement. The second phasportation system planning.
Final selection is scheduled
to take place in mid May.

Development Corp., Duqueswill produce a first draft of
ne University, Sustainable the project palette with a

OAKLAND
AFFORDABLE
LIVING
PROJECT

Oakland is rapidly becoming
one of our fastest growing
neighborhoods in Pittsburgh.
As its growth continues, so is a
needed commitment to main-
taining affordable housing.

The Oakland Planning and De-
velopment Corporation is
spearheading the Oakland Af-
fordable Living Project, which
will provide affordable housing
in what can be one of Pitts-
burgh’s most expensive neigh-
borhoods. The project helps to
ensure that lower income fami-
lies do not become displaced
from their community.

The OPDC is seeking applica-
tion approval from the Pennsyl-
vania Housing Finance Agency
on a tax credit to develop a new
building on Wadsworth Street
and to renovate Aliquippa
Place. The result would be an

(Continued on page 5)
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NEW ZONE | COMMANDER: LAVONNIE BICKERSTAFF

Now leading the Zone One help develop solutions.

station, Police Commander

local chapter of the National United States Attorney
Organization of Black Law LEAD Award, the NOBLE

Lavonnie Bickerstaff started Bickerstaff's commitment to gntorcement Executives. Shéchievement Award, and the

her career with the Pittsburg€r Community extends to

wide recognition across the memper since the late 1990'a&ward.
board. She serves as the

Bureau of Police in 1990.

has served as an associate Philadelphia Leadership

She has been honored outside

Since her start, she has servBecording Secretary for the ¢ Pittsburgh in receiving theCommander Bickerstaff has a

the city in the Operations,
Administration, and
Investigations branches
throughout her 25 years of
service. Commander
Bickerstaff has served in
many leadership positions
before her current role as
commander. She served most |
notably as the community
liaison for the Chief of Police
in a position in which she
was charged with identifying
critical issues in communities
and leading the charge to

Photo by: J.L. Martello, Pittsburgh Courier

Bachelor’s degree in

Sociology and Biology form
4 Hiram College and has
received police leadership
training from the Penn State
University Police Executive
Development Center. Our
office welcomes the
Commander in her new
leadership role at the Zone
One station, and looks
forward with working with
her to better serve and protect
the residents of the
Northside.

(Continued from page 4)

additional 47 new units aimed at
families and the elderly, while
maintaining their access to the
multitude of amenities the Oakland
community provides.

The OPDC has a long history in
maintaining and operating housing
in the Oakland community. The
Affordable Living Project would
only increase the opportunities
available to keep residents in an
amazing community. The applica-
tion approval submitted by OPDC
is still awaiting approval. They
hope to finalize plans to begin con-
struction on the new Wadsworth
Street building soon.

HILL DISTRICT HOUSING STUDY

Councilman Lavelle has investment strategies andDevelopment Economics.
taken steps to ensure thaprovide for diverse The firm has more than 25
the redevelopment of the patterns of housing years of international
Lower Hill District does occupancy throughout theexperience in real estate
not occur at the expense neighborhood, while market analysis,

of long standing residentssustaining and benefittingcommunity development
of the Middle and Upper current residents. and strategic planning.

Hill District. _ ) ABC Consulting and
The Housing study is onepoward Graves are also

of the many steps being  members of the team
housing study for the taken by Councilman chosen.

greater Hill District has  Lavelle to create an anti-

been commissioned. The displacement strategy for The study, which will be
purpose of this study is tothe current residents in theonducted in conjunction
better understand the Hill District. with the Department of
demand for housing in the City Planning and The

Greater Hill Districtin ~ 1he URA board voted to 4sing Authority of the
hire Randall Gross/

With that in mind an

order to help guide City of Pittsburgh.
D e S AN e T e e, |
E—j_l-:n:l—-l ey Wi 1 ; _.-- : =~ |
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DISTRICT 6 COMMUNITY INPUT MEETINGS

On March 16th and 19th the city services and your re-  your guy. He also is our comand job fair which she is cur-
District 6 office hosted what quests are completed and munications manager. He is rently working on. She is alsg
we called input meetings in followed through on. He is in charge of updating all so- tasked with keeping the office
the Hill District and also tasked with assisting thecial media accounts, sendingaware of what is going on in
Northside. councilman in the research e-blasts and our newsletters.the community.

and drafting of legislation.  Tyler currently is in the office

These meetings were de-  pying the input meetings  with us on a part-time basis. -@Stly; in an effort to be ac-
signed to receive input from pg, updated the community cessible, the councilman has

the community and inform 5, the legislation which has Bernelle Wood is our com- hosted Remote Office Visits
residents to the services proyeen recently passed as welmunity liaison. She attends to allow residents to share
vided by the District 6 office. 535 some pieces that are in theommunity meetings, eventstheir thoughts and concerns
The office staff, together Withpipeline. and is a part of many differ- about the district. These visits
Councilman Lavelle, attended ent boards representing Couin the past have had no type
these meetings to explain ~ Tyler Verin is our go to for cilman Lavelle. She also is of agenda but were designed
what each of our roles are argtheduling needs. When youahead of our special events to set aside time for the count
how we are here to help you.need one of us to attend a and initiatives. Each year wecilman to be in your neigh-

meeting or event Tyler is hold a basketball tournamentborhood to address any ques|
tions or concerns you may
have.

Councilman Lavelle, Dan
Wood, Chief of Staff,
Bernelle Wood, the council-
man'’s Executive Assistant
and Tyler Verin, Administra-
tive Assistant were present t
see how we can better serve
and communicate with the
community.

The goal of the input meet-
ings was to learn from you
how we could better set these
meetings up. The office will
be using this feedback to in-
form a restructuring of the
Remote Office Visits, which
are scheduled to resume this
summer. The District 6 office
will be sure to keep you up-
dated as the new schedule is
finalized.

As a recap; Dan Wood man-
ages office operations as we
as constituent requests. He
the person that ensures youss
are connected to appropriatCa




