
C o u n c i l w o m a n  G r o s s ’ s   

L e g i s l a t i o n  F A Q s :  

R e n t a l  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

A  b r i e f  r e s o u r c e  g u i d e  t o  h e l p  u n d e r s t a n d  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  

b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  b y  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  C i t y - C o u n c i l  

Has the City tried to do 

this before? 

Yes, in 2009 Pittsburgh tried 

to pass similar legislation.  It 

passed City-Council, but was 

tied up in court and was never 

implemented.  In fact, the cur-

rent legislation is an updated 

version of the previous one. 

Does legislation like this 

exist in other cities? 

Yes, Philadelphia, Scranton, 

Allentown, Altoona, Erie, and 

others.   

What are the fees there? 

Philadelphia has a fee of $50 

while the fee in Scranton is 

$150.  The others fall in be-

tween.   

Wha t  i s  i t ?  
The  l eg i s la t i on  c reate s  a  mandato ry  reg i s t ry  fo r  land lo rds  

i n  t he  C i ty  o f  P i t t sbu rgh .   I t  requ i re s  a l l  l and lo rds  to  pay  

a  $65 reg i s t ra t i on  fee  fo r  every  ren ta l  un i t  l eased .    

When  was  i t  i n t roduced?  
The  l eg i s la t i on  was  i n t roduced by  Mayor  Pedu to  on  No-

vember ,  10 th ,  2014.   C i ty -Counc i l  vo ted  to  ho ld  i t  u n t i l  a  

la te r  da te  fo r  d i s cu s s i on .    

Wha t  i s  i t  supposed  to  do?  
The  l eg i s la t i on  i s  des igned to  he lp  t he  c i t y  ho ld  land lo rds  

accoun tab le  fo r  t he i r  p roper t i e s .   I n s tead o f  t he  c i t y  

need ing  to  chase  down  absen tee  and/or  poor  land lo rds  

t he  c i t y  w i l l  have i n s tan t  acce s s  to  t ho se  re spon s ib le  fo r  

keep ing  t he  proper ty  i n  comp l iance  w i th  c i t y  bu i ld i ng and  

safe ty  codes .  

Why $65?  
The  $65 i s  t he  ca l cu la ted  adm in i s t ra t i ve  co s t s  ( s ta f f  and  

nece s sary  re sou r ce s )  to  c rea te  and  ma in ta i n  t he  reg i s t ry .  

Ar e  the r e  excep t ions?  
Yes ,  pub l i c  hou s i ng  and  i n s t i t u t i ona l  hou s i ng  (dorm i to r i e s ,  

rehab i l i ta t i on  fac i l i t i e s ,  ho sp i ta l s ,  e t c . )  w i l l  no t  have  to  

pay  t he  reg i s t ra t i on  fee .  

Have  mor e  ques t ions?  
Ar t i c l e s  i n  bo th  t he  Pos t  Gaze t te  and  P i t t sbu rgh  T r ibune  

Rev iew  have  recen t ly  been  wr i t t en  tou ch i ng  on  t he  l eg i s la -

t i on .    

Provide Feedback 
We always encourage our residents to share their thoughts, questions, and 

opinions on upcoming legislation.  Please feel free to contact us. 

Phone: 412-255-2140   E-mail: district7@pittsburghpa.gov 

Complete legislation can 

be found here. 

Novembe r  25 th ,   

2014  

http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2014/11/15/Proposed-landlord-fee-would-bring-1-6-million-to-city-coffers.print
http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/7141274-74/owners-registry-tax?printerfriendly=true#axzz3K0K570sm
http://triblive.com/news/allegheny/7141274-74/owners-registry-tax?printerfriendly=true#axzz3K0K570sm
https://pittsburgh.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2012636&GUID=C67C4AB2-C593-41AB-AA2E-EDD2EE8A82E5&Options=&Search=

