
C o u n c i l w o m a n  G r o s s ’ s   

L e g i s l a t i o n  F A Q s :  

U r b a n  A g r i c u l t u r e  L e g i s l a t i o n  

A  b r i e f  r e s o u r c e  g u i d e  t o  h e l p  u n d e r s t a n d  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n   

o f  P i t t s b u r g h ’ s  C i t y - C o u n c i l  

Wha t  i s  i t ?  
A city ordinance amending the Pittsburgh Zoning Code to make urban agriculture easier, cheaper, 
and more feasible.   
 

When  was  i t  i n t roduced?  
The legislation was introduced to City Council on April 28, 2015 at Council’s regular meeting.  A 
public hearing on the legislation was held on June 23rd to allow time for residents to address City 
Council. 
 

Who has  been  invo lved?  
The Department of City Planning and Department of Permits, Licenses, and Inspections worked 
alongside urban agriculture stakeholder groups such as Grow Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh Food Policy 

Council, Burgh Bees, and the Pittsburgh Pro-Poultry People in the drafting of the code. 

How does  i t  a f f e c t  f a r m ing  and  ga rden ing?  
The zoning amendment will make it easier for residents and community groups to operate fully 
functional commercial farms and gardens on privately owned lots.  It will allow the growing of 
crops for commercial use regardless of lot size.  The sales, however, must comply with standards 
outlined by the city’s current Outdoor Retail Sales and Service code (912.06).  
 

Wha t  types  o f  an ima l s  w i l l  r e s iden ts  be  ab le  to  

keep?  
Pittsburgh residents with lots between 2,000 and 10,000 square feet will be able to raise chickens, 
ducks, and goats as long as the structures are constructed and maintained according to building 
code, kept sanitary, and in line with noise ordinances.  Seed, feed, and fertilizer will need to be 
kept in sealed rodent-proof containers.  Two beehives will also be permitted for residential use.  A 
complete list of requirements can be found in the link below.    
 

Have  mor e  ques t ions?  
Find recent news articles about the legislation here and here. Access it in its entirety here.   

Provide Feedback 

We encourage our residents to share their thoughts, questions, and opinions 

on upcoming legislation.  Always feel free to contact us. 

Phone: 412-255-2140   E-mail: district7@pittsburghpa.gov 
June  25 ,  2015  

http://www.pittsburghpa.gov/dcp/
http://www.pittsburghpa.gov/pli/
http://www.growpittsburgh.org/
http://www.pittsburghfoodpolicy.org/
http://www.pittsburghfoodpolicy.org/
http://burghbees.com/
http://pittsburghpropoultrypeople.blogspot.com/
http://wesa.fm/post/birds-and-bees-new-proposal-reduces-obstacles-pittsburghs-urban-agriculture
http://www.post-gazette.com/local/city/2015/04/17/Pittsburgh-looking-to-streamline-urban-farming-trend/stories/201504170305
https://pittsburgh.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2270125&GUID=3672ABC1-2216-4387-BE57-C8C7F80769C9&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=Urban+Agriculture&FullText=1

