
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WHEREAS, the nation’s rivers, streams, lakes and other bodies of water are economic drivers of 
our communities, provide recreational opportunities to countless people each year and are essential 
for public health; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Clean Water Act is the fundamental federal law protecting these waterways from 
pollution, degradation and destruction; and,  
 
WHEREAS, streams and wetlands that supply drinking water, protect against floods and filter 
pollution were previously protected under the Clean Water Act, but federal policy changes over the 
last decade have left these streams and wetlands vulnerable to degradation or destruction; and,  
 
WHEREAS, these vulnerable waterways impact sources of drinking water for more than 117 
million Americans and 8 million Pennsylvanians; and, 
 
WHEREAS, strong federal standards are needed because water does not respect political 
boundaries and flows from one state to another; and, 
 
WHEREAS, more than 1,000 peer-reviewed scientific studies have confirmed that headwater, 
intermittent and ephemeral streams, and wetlands affect the quantity and quality of water in larger 
bodies of water downstream, including the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio Rivers; and,  
 
WHEREAS, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and Army Corps of Engineers have 
proposed a clarifying rulemaking to restore protection for streams and wetlands previously protected 
under the Clean Water Act, safeguarding water quality in the nation’s waters, protecting jobs in 
businesses that depend on clean water and safeguarding drinking water for one in three Americans; 
and, 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed rule, supported by the National Farmers Union, leaves in place all 
agricultural exemptions and creates new exemptions for agricultural practices related to 
conservation; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed rule would not extend the scope of the Clean Water Act beyond its 
original limitations, and would reduce red tape to help America secure safe drinking water for all of 
its citizens. 
   
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Council of the City of Pittsburgh supports 
the proposed Definition of “Waters of the U.S.” Under the Clean Water Act and urges the Environmental 
Protection Agency and Army Corps of Engineers to finalize these important protections for our 
nation’s water resources. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Will of Council shall be sent to The 
Honorable Gina McCarthy, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator, and The 
Honorable Jo-Ellen Darcy, Assistant Secretary of the Army, Department of the Army, Civil Works. 
 

Sponsored by Councilmembers Dan Gilman and Corey O’Connor 
 

Co-sponsored by Council President Bruce Kraus, Councilmembers Deb Gross, Theresa Kail-Smith, 
Darlene M. Harris, Natalia Rudiak, R. Daniel Lavelle, and Rev. Ricky V. Burgess 

 
Bruce Kraus      Attest: Mary Beth Doheny 
President of Council       Clerk of Council 

 
 

In Council, July 8, 2014 


