
2014 Year in Review: 
 

Budget: Thanks to excellent communication and cooperation between my colleagues on City 
Council and the mayoral administration, we reached an historic agreement on the $516.6 
million operating budget. The city’s use of new data-driven efforts to set prices lower or higher 
based on supply and demand -- called “dynamic pricing” -- will reform parking in Downtown, 
the South Side and other high-use parking neighborhoods, but only before 6 p.m.  This budget 
clears a path to fix our financial problems for good over the next five years, and I’m honored to 
have been a part of it. 
 
Wightman Park: I hosted a public meeting to discuss future renovation plans for Wightman 
Park and to seek feedback from the community.  Wightman Park is in need of significant repair 
and restoration. Renovations will necessitate a multiyear process, and the meeting was just the 
first step for neighbors and park-users to provide input and help determine the future of 
Wightman Park. 

 
Focus on education: I have long believed that the lynchpin of a city’s sustained success and 
health is the existence—and support—of excellent schools. Areas of overlap exist between the 
City and its schools, and communication between the two is critical. As a result, for the first 
time in history, my office has been hosting semi-annual meetings of every school in District 8.  
In addition, the city has joined a statewide effort to make quality pre-K available to all families. 
It’s estimated that every dollar invested in quality pre-K generates more than $2 in the local 
economy, with a long-term investment of $17.00 for every dollar spent. 

 
Fixing BBI: I have been a very vocal advocate for improved technology in City Hall. For the first 
time ever, Bureau of Building Inspection staff now have emails and cell phones for daily 
use. You can now track your building permit online through the review process.  Soon, BBI will 
change to the Department of Permits, Licenses and Inspections, and it will operate as its own 
agency, reporting directly to the Mayor and City Council. The change will continue the upgrade 
from paper to digital technology; provide greater focus on public safety, and quicker response 
to complaints and new construction. 
 

 
Small business support: For many years, I have had the great opportunity and pleasure to work 
with businesses throughout District 8 and the City of Pittsburgh.  Unique, innovative minds, 
entrepreneurial spirits, and committed community members are what make the relationship 
between small businesses and the neighborhoods they inhabit work. My office held the first of 
several small business roundtable discussions that have helped us to better identify and 
understand the struggles of small business owners. I also presented a proclamation declaring 
“Small Business Week” in the City of Pittsburgh. 
 
Reasonable accommodations for pregnant workers: I introduced and passed two 
pieces of legislation and a resolution aimed at reducing the discrimination and stigma 
pregnant women and nursing mothers continue to face. More than 35 years after the 



Pregnancy Discrimination Act made it illegal to discriminate against a woman because of her 
pregnancy, pregnant women still face workplace discrimination, especially in physically 
demanding jobs. Passing reasonable accommodations legislation provided a real solution to 
pregnant city and contract workers being asked to choose between their health and their 
livelihood. 
 
Focus on the future: Making communities more livable for residents, more beautiful for 
visitors, and more attractive for business owners is what sets apart good cities from great 
cities. And as we know, Pittsburgh is a great city. The number of innovative new businesses 
popping up both in District 8 and across the city is staggering. But while new development is 
exciting and vitally important, a renewed commitment to rebuilding and improving our city’s 
existing infrastructure is just as critical.  
 
Leading progressive Democrat: This past fall, I was selected as one of only twelve leaders 
from across the country to join the NewDEAL, a national network that is committed to 
highlighting innovative ideas from state and local elected leaders who are pro-growth 
progressives. I was recognized for my work to spur economic growth that’s sustainable and 
expands opportunity for more people. 

 
 


