
2016 Year in Review: 
 
BuildingEye 
Councilman Gilman first discovered BuildingEye software during a National League of Cities 
Conference and facilitated a partnership with the City’s Department of Permits, Licenses, and 
Inspection and Department of City Planning to bring the technology to Pittsburgh. Rather than 
taking a special trip Downtown or calling their City Council office, residents can track code 
violations, building permits, and zoning information online and receive alerts when development 
is occurring nearby.  
 
PulsePoint 
Joining forces with UPMC, Allegheny County, and the Hillman Foundation, Councilman Gilman 
unveiled a three-pronged approach to public safety. He launched PulsePoint, an innovative 
smartphone app designed to alert bystanders of nearby cardiac arrest emergencies and to 
empower citizens to deploy CPR and AEDs while awaiting paramedic response. In order to 
maximize the efficiency of the app, he expanded the City’s CPR training program to broaden the 
network of individuals who can use the lifesaving measure and sponsored legislation to require 
the registration of AEDs.  
 
Conversion Therapy Ban 
Councilman Gilman introduced legislation to ban conversion “therapy” for LGBTQIA+ minors 
in the City of Pittsburgh. The so-called therapy is formally opposed by 15 medical, 
psychological, and social work organizations. According to a study conducted by the American 
Counseling Association, children who undergo the “therapy” are eight times more likely to 
commit suicide and 5 times more likely to experience severe depression.  
 
Military Recognition Program 
Councilman Gilman announced a new program to honor the retired and active members of the 
military and veterans who are currently serving as police officers, firefighters, and paramedics in 
the City of Pittsburgh Department of Public Safety. The City purchased branch-specific pins and 
uniformed officers may wear a pin in recognition of their service. This program helps to create a 
unique, personal, and sometimes lifesaving connection between officers and the members of the 
military and veterans they serve and protect.  
 
Housing Protection for Victims of Domestic Violence  
Councilman Gilman sponsored legislation to prohibit housing-related discrimination based on an 
individual’s status as a victim of domestic violence or stalking. The legislation bans landlords 
from evicting or terminating the lease of a tenant and prohibits property owner from refusing to 
rent or sell to a prospective tenant or buyer based on status as a victim.  
 
PLI365 Initiative  
Councilman Gilman introduced legislation to make business licenses and permits valid for one-
year from the date of issuance. Previously, permits and licenses expired on December 31st 
regardless of the date received. This initiative allows business owners to get the most bang for 



their buck and ensures that Department of Permits, Licenses, and Inspection staff are not forced 
to process hundreds of applications on the same day.  
 
Water Leak Early Detection System 
Councilman Gilman introduced a resolution calling on the Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority 
to investigate the implementation of an early detection system, which is designed to detect leaks 
and other water-related problems that may cause a sudden increase in a PWSA ratepayer’s bill. 
The system would alert customers of these issues in time to take action before an 
uncharacteristically expensive bill arrives.   
 
Environmental Inspector 
Councilman Gilman spearheaded the effort to include funding in the 2017 budget to hire an 
Environmental Inspector who can enforce stormwater violations and the diesel retrofitting codes. 
 
Teddy Bears for Kids  
With the Department of Public Safety and the Chief of Police, Councilman Gilman launched a 
citywide teddy bear drive, which yielded 3,200 bears from generous Pittsburgh residents and 
business owners. The City’s police cars and ambulances will be equipped with stuffed animals to 
comfort children during traumatic events for years to come.  
 


