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ZONE 1 STATISTICS 
 
AREA OF STUDY:  

• Shadyside and North Oakland 
      West of S. Aiken between Forbes and Centre 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS REPORTING FLOODING IN 2011: 

• 14 
 
AREAS OF CONCERN: 
 
Catch Basins 

• Catch basin at Amberson and Pembroke 
• Catch basin at 5200 Westminster 
• Catch basin at Westminster and St. James 

 
Pipes 

• N. Neville between Wallingford and Bayard 
• Westminster between St. James and Amberson 
• Intersection of Amberson and Ellsworth 

 



ZONE 1 MEETING 
Shadyside and North Oakland 
West of S. Aiken between Forbes and Centre 
 

 
 
PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
• Andrea DiMartini and Sid Pant, 407 N. Neville Street 
• Richard Pagliari, 600 Amberson Avenue 
• Cindy Tilson, 5309 Westminster Place 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CATCH BASINS 
 

 
 
• Amberson and Pembroke 

o Basin is paved nearly to the top and filled with debris 
 
 



 
 

• 5200 Westminster 
o basin is paved nearly to the top and filled with debris 

 
 



 
 

• Westminster and St. James 
o Basin is paved nearly to the top and filled with debris 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OTHER ISSUES: 
 

 
 
• N. Neville between Bayard and Wallingford 

o 407 N. Neville 
 repeated flooding 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
• Westminster between Aiken and Amberson 

o 5309 Westminster 
 repeated flooding 

 
 
 
 



 
 
• Amberson and Ellsworth 

o Basement flooded multiple times at 600 Amberson 
 
 
 



ZONE 2 STATISTICS 
 
AREA OF STUDY:  

• Shadyside 
East of S. Aiken between Centre and Fifth 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS REPORTING FLOODING IN 2011: 

• 74 
 
AREAS OF CONCERN: 
 
Catch Basins 

• Catch basin at Shady and Howe 
• Catch basin at Walnut and S. Highland 
• Catch basin at Ellsworth and Filbert 
• Catch basin at Ellsworth and S. Negley 
• Catch basins at Ellsworth and Summerlea 
• Catch basin at Maryland and Elwood 
• Catch basin at Marchand/Renning and Social 
• Catch basin at Marchand and Shady 
• Catch basin at Elmer and S. Negley 
• Catch basin at Walnut and Elmer 

 
Pipes 

• Summerlea between Walnut and Elmer 
• Aurelia between Shady and Denniston 
• S. Negley between Ellsworth and Fifth 
• Comet Way 
• Ivy Street 
• Intersection of Lehigh and Elwood 
• All of Maryland 

 



ZONE 2 MEETING 
Shadyside 
East of S. Aiken between Centre and Fifth 
 

 
 
PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

• Caroline West, 272 Shady 
Avenue 

• Ginny Norkus, 6364 Aurelia 
Avenue 

• Margaret Baker, 619 S. Negley 
Avenue 

• Stan Schoen, 619 S. Negley 
Avenue 

• Carol McGinty, 718A Copeland 
Street 

• Jon Koteski, 653 Maryland 
Avenue 

• Larry Gioia, 5708 Walnut St 
• Guy Blelloch, 718 Maryland 

Avenue 
• Sally Carey, 6209 Howe Street 
• Aldona & Diane Zilinskas, 716 

Maryland Avenue 
• Craig Falk, 636 Maryland, 640 

Maryland, and 5747 Holden 

• Terry Jeggle, 644 Maryland 
Avenue 

• Dave Coogan, 5742 Pierce Street 
• Mary Muldowney, 5728 Walnut 

Street 
• Katie Lanier, 5722 Walnut Street 
• Jim Crisanti, 5438 Howe Street 
• Lynn Shiner, 141 Shady Lane 
• Carol James, 141 Shady Lane 
• Grant Gillman, 5722 Walnut 

Street 
• John Musgrave, 906 & 912 

Maryland Avenue 
• Karen Krieger, 901 S. Negley 

Avenue 
• Danielle Grundlach, 366 Lehigh 

Street 
• Bill Murphy, 5627 Fifth Avenue 



CATCH BASINS: 
 

 
 
• Shady and Howe 

o Catch basin is caving in and filling with debris 
 



 
 
• Walnut and S. Highland 

o Catch basin is caving in and filling with debris 



 
 
• Ellsworth and Filbert 

o Basin paved nearly to the top 
o What little space remains is consistently filled with debris 

 



 
 
• Ellsworth and S. Negley 

o Basin paved nearly to the top 
o What little space remains is consistently filled with debris 

 
 



 
 
• Ellsworth and Summerlea 

o Basin is caving in, allowing large debris to fall in 
 



 
 
• Ellsworth and Summerlea 

o Basin is caving in, allowing large debris to fall in 
 
 

 
 



 
 
• Maryland and Elwood 

o Basin is caving in, allowing large debris to fall in 
 



 
 
• Marchand/Renning Street and Social Way 

o consistently covered in debris, not even visible 
 



 
 
• Marchand and Shady Avenue 

o Catch basin is crumbling and filled with dirt and rocks 
 
 

• The catch basin at S. Negley and Elmer is caving in, allowing large trash and debris 
to fill it up. 

• The catch basin at Walnut and Elmer is caving in, allowing large trash and debris to 
fill it up. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OTHER ISSUES: 
 

 
 

• Summerlea between Walnut and Elmer.   
o Residents all the way down Summerlea have reported repeated floods. 
o Summerlea and Holden 
o Summerlea and Walnut 
o 5708 Walnut at corner of Summerlea 

 suffered more than $25,000 in damages due to flooding 
o 5722 Walnut 

 incurred $14,000 in damages due to sewer backups into basement 
in 2009 

 flooded twice in 2011 
o 5728 Walnut 

 severe basement flooding in July and August of 2011 
o 6012 Walnut 

 repeated flooding in basement in 2009, 2010, and 2011 
o 6300 block of Walnut 

 street is caving in, possibly due to a collapsed line (see attached 
photo) 



 
 

• Aurelia across from the Village of Shadyside.   
o Many of the homes have had backups through the drains in their 

basements on several occasions, not just during heavy rains. 
o Sinkhole forming in the street in front of 6364 Aurelia 

• 6341 and 6348 Marchand 
o repeated flooding in basements in 2009, 2010, and 2011 

• 6324, 6328, and 6421 Howe 
o repeated flooding in basements in 2009, 2010, and 2011 

• 6352 Aurelia 
o repeated floods in basement in 2010 and 2011 

 



 
 

• S. Negley between Ellsworth and Fifth Avenue. 
o S. Negley and Walnut 
o 713 and 715 S. Negley 

 floods date back to 1978 and bring five to seven feet of water to 
the basements.  Estimate 30 to 50 floods over the 34 year period. 

o 711 S. Negley, sidewalk caving in, potentially due to a collapsed line 



 
 

• Comet Way 
o The street appears to be collapsing again. 
o There have been recurring sinkholes in the street 
o 810 Bellefonte at Comet Way 

 incurred over $10,000 in damages to retail store due to multiple 
flooding incidents 

 



 
 

• Ivy 
o The street appears to be collapsing again. 
o There have been recurring sinkholes in the street. 

 



 
 

• Lehigh 
o Lehigh and Elwood 

 



 
 
• Maryland Avenue 

o Multiple severe flooding episodes at nearly every property on the street 
o 5747 Holden at the corner of Holden and Maryland awarded insurance 

claim of $20,000 due to severity of flooding 
o 5736 Holden 

 repeated flooding in basements in 2009, 2010, and 2011 
o 636 Maryland insurance claim rejected due to policy not covering 

water/sewage backups, though over $28,000 in damages were incurred 
(claim forms attached) 

o 708 Maryland 
 severe basement flooding every year from 1995-2011 
 during heavy rains and even some moderate rains, multiple times 

every year, basement drains overflow with water, sewage, and 
debris 

 problem first reported to PWSA in 1996 
• reply letter from PWSA attached 

o 706 Maryland 
 severe basement flooding for years, since at least the 1970s 
 have installed French drains and special valves but flooding has 

not ceased 
 drains were unearthed and replaced in 1996 and street was repaved 

but flooding only worsened 



o 732 Maryland 
 severe flooding in 2007, 2010, and 2011 
 several feet of water and sewage backups in basement 
 has had sewer lateral replaced but flooding has not stopped 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ATTACHMENTS 
 
 

 
 



 
 
• Summerlea and Walnut 

o July 2011 
 



 
 
• 6300 block of Walnut 

o street is caving in, potentially due to a collapsed line 



ZONE 3 STATISTICS 
 
AREA OF STUDY:  

• North Squirrel Hill 
South of Fith Avenue, West of S. Dallas 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS REPORTING FLOODING IN 2011: 

• 30 
 
AREAS OF CONCERN: 
 
Catch Basins 

• Catch basin at Northumberland and Valmont 
 
Pipes 

• Solway between S. Negley and Wightman 
• Northumberland between Valmont and Murray 
• Beechwood between Phillips and Douglas 
• Intersection of Fair Oaks and Wilkins 



ZONE 3 MEETING 
North Squirrel Hill 
South of Fith Avenue, West of S. Dallas 
 

 
 
PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
• Corinne Bernstein, 6325 Monitor Street 
• Steve Dines, 5648 Solway Street 
• Lori Fitzgerald, 5563 Beacon Street 
• Jeanne McHale, 5734 Northumberland Street 
• Cara and Yves Masset, 5731 Northumberland Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
CATCH BASINS: 
 

 
 
• Northumberland and Valmont 

o basin is paved nearly to the top 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OTHER ISSUES: 
 

 
 
• Solway and S. Negley 

o Six row houses, flooding in all basements. 
 5642, 5644, 5646, 5648, 5650, 5652 Solway 

• Flooding dates back to at least the 1980s 
• Flooding in 2009 
• Four major floods in 2011, flooding through basement 

drains 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
• Northumberland between Valmont and Murray 

o Repeated flooding at 5731 and 5734 Northumberland 
o Repeated flooding at 1516 and 1512 Valmont 

 1516 Valmont 
• Summer 2009, sewage backup into basement 
• Summer 2011 July, sewage backup into basement 
• Summer 2011 August, sewage backup into basement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
• Beechwood between Phillips and Douglas 

o Repeated pooling in the road here 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
• Fair Oaks and Wilkins 

o Sewage backups into basements at 5474 Fair Oaks and surrounding 
properties 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



ZONE 4 STATISTICS 
 
AREA OF STUDY:  

• Point Breeze 
East of Shady between Fifth, Penn, and Wilkins 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS REPORTING FLOODING IN 2011: 

• 21 
 
AREAS OF CONCERN: 
 
Catch Basins 

• Catch basin at Hastings and Conover 
 
Pipes 

• Intersection of S. Dallas and Wilkins 
• S. Homewood between Reynolds and Edgerton 
• Intersection of Fifth and Beechwood 



ZONE 4 MEETING 
Point Breeze 
East of Shady between Fifth, Penn, and Wilkins 
 

 
 
PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE 
 
• Brad Myers, 400 S. Homewood Avenue 
• Debra Brindis, 126 Conover Road 
• Timothy McKnight, 127 Conover Road 
• Sister Mary Elizabeth, 509 S. Dallas Avenue (St. Bede’s Parish) 
• Christine Brockmeyer, 6812 Edgerton Avenue 
• William Stevens, 500 Lloyd Street 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CATCH BASINS: 
 
• The catch basins at Hastings and Conover need to be cleaned out 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
OTHER ISSUES: 
 

 
 
• S. Dallas and Wilkins 

o 509 S. Dallas (St. Bede’s Parish) 
 flooding in basement multiple times.  Water shooting up through 

basement drains and toilets. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
• 400 S. Homewood Avenue 

o Flooding behind house even after PWSA replaced pipe several years ago. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
• Fifth and Beechwood 

o Church of Christ has flooded multiple times through the basement. 
o 1000 block of Beechwood, multiple homes flooded. 

 



 
 
• 6831 Edgerton Avenue 

o Major flooding on July 18, 2011 
o Several feet of water coming up from sink drains in kitchen 



ZONE 5 STATISTICS 
 
AREA OF STUDY:  

• East Liberty 
Penn, Penn Circle South, Penn Circle West 

 
PROPERTY OWNERS REPORTING FLOODING IN 2011: 

• 20 
 
AREAS OF CONCERN: 
 
Pipes 

• Houston/Stevenson between S. Highland and Penn Circle S 
• Commerce Street and E. Commerce Way 
• Intersection of N. Highland and Broad 



ZONE 5 MEETING 
East Liberty 
Penn, Penn Circle South, Penn Circle West 
 

 
 
PEOPLE IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
• Dan Friday, 5586 Penn Circle South (business) 
• Wendi Miller, 6020 Penn Circle South (business) 
• William Kolano, 6026 Penn Circle South (business) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CATCH BASINS: 
 
• No problems with catch basins in this zone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OTHER ISSUES: 
 

 
 
• Houston/Stevenson between S. Highland and Penn Circle S 

o 6026 Penn Avenue, flooding in basement in July & August 2011 
o Highland Building, flooding in basement 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
• Commerce Street and E. Commerce Way 

o Flooding at 5900 Baum 
o Flooding at 5989 Penn Circle S (photos available upon request) 
o Flooding in basement of East Liberty Presbyterian Church 

 



 
 
• Eastminster Church, 250 N. Highland Avenue 

o Extensive flooding in basement 


