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MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

OF THE PITTSBURGH WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY 
HELD ON NOVEMBER 14TH 2014 

 
 
 
The Regular Monthly Board Meeting of The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, having been duly advertised 
in accordance with the Sunshine Act, was called to order on Friday, November 14, 2014, at approximately 10:00 
a.m., in the Second Floor Board Room, 1200 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15222.  The following 
members of the Board were present:  Chairman Alex W. Thomson, Ms. Margaret L. Lanier, Mr. Paul Leger, Ms. 
Andrea Geraghty, Ms. Caren Glotfelty, Ms. Deborah L. Gross and Mr. Mike Weber.  Present from the staff were 
Interim Executive Director James Good, Joey Tolbert, Brendan Schubert, Tom Palmosina, Melissa Rubin, Rachel 
Rampa, Bob Christian, Antoinette Shaw, Ron Duray, Autumn Barna, Scott Towler, Barb Curry, Chris Westbrook, 
Faith Wydra, and Antoinette Palmieri. 
 
Also present were Mark Nowak, PWSA Solicitor; David Troianos of Chester Engineers; Alex Sciulli of ALEM 
Consulting; Bob Weimer and Stephen Polen of Hatch Mott MacDonald; Ron Ciuccu of Baker; Tanya Caretti of 
Arcadis; Herbert Retcofsky; Michael Stephens of Veolia Water; Alan Lincoln of RSG; Anna Berg of PAW; David 
Caliguiri of the Caliguiri Group; Mark R. Karoliski of Buchart Horn, Inc.; Daniel Cain; Ifeanyi Odigboh of MS 
Consultants; John Ross and Herb Higginbotham of AECOM; Robert Zullo of The Post-Gazette; James Brown of 
Cosmos Technologies; Rulison Evans and Roy Rudolph of GHD; John Coyne of GAI Consultants; Jeff Lenner of 
JMT; George Robinson II of Black and Veatch; Coreen Casadei of Collective Efforts, LLC; Kim Kennedy of HDR;  
Brian Henderson of URS; Sam Shamsi of Jacobs; Brad Davis of L. Robert Kimball; Don O’Brien of Dollar Energy 
Fund; Danielle List of Parsons Brinckerhoff; Matt Sickles of CDM Smith; Jeff Lemmer of JMT; and  
Robert T. Zulick of HRG. 
 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 
An executive session was held prior to the start of the Regular Board Meeting wherein no votes were taken.  
The Chairman informed the attendees that certain personnel, contract, and legal matters were discussed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Mr. Herbert Retcofsky, of 2444 Craftmont Avenue, expressed concern about a steel plate in front of his 
property that punctured his tire.  Mr. Retcofsky is in discussions with Bob Christian and Tracy Smith regarding a 
remedy. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chairman Thomson entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the October 2014 Regular Board Meeting.  
Ms. Glotfelty so moved and Ms. Lanier seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved.    
 
BILLS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Legislative Updates 
Brendan Schubert, External Affairs Manager, explained the latest updates in Local, State and Federal legislation.  
Mr. Schubert also presented a description of a Downspout Disconnection Loan Proposal. 
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Financial Updates 
Joey Tolbert, Interim Director of Finance, reviewed the cash flow analysis for September 2014.  
 
Report of Consulting Engineer 
David Troianos, Chester Engineers, reviewed the Capital Improvement Program Dashboard for October 2014.  
 
Resolution No. 133 of 2014, “Awarding an Operating Contract to Piggyback the City of Pittsburgh’s Contract 
No. 6866 for Uniform Rental & Laundry Services, UniFirst” 
Tom Palmosina, Director of Water Operations, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved and Mr. Weber seconded the 
motion.  No further discussion was held and Resolution No.133 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 134 of 2014, “Awarding an Operating Contract to Piggyback the City of Pittsburgh’s Contract 
No. 7078 for Filing Assistance, Riverside Sales Group LLC.” 
Bob Christian, Director of Engineering, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained 
a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Gross so moved and Ms. Glotfelty seconded the motion.  Ms. 
Lanier inquired if the contract was a one-time contract or to be reviewed annually.  Mr. Christian answered 
PWSA would seek approval of a bi-yearly contract.  Ms. Gross is pleased that these files to be scanned will be 
searchable PDFs.  Ms. Gross advised that PWSA should select someone in information management to oversee 
these projects.  No further discussion was held and Resolution No. 134 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 135 of 2014, “Awarding a CIP Contract to Piggyback MiCTA’s Contract No. 137AN-TISA2013-
0416 for the Purchase and Installation of 25 Routers, Verizon” 
Bob Christian, Director of Engineering, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained 
a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Gross so moved and Ms. Geraghty seconded the motion.  No 
discussion was held and Resolution No.135 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 136 of 2014, “Awarding Multiple CIP Contracts for 1-1/2” & 2” Water Meters, PWSA Project  
No. 2013-325-224-0, Various Vendors” 
Rick Obermeier, Director of Sewer Operations, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Glotfelty so moved and Ms. Lanier seconded the 
motion.  A brief discussion was held on the re-bidding of certain items.  Ms. Autumn Barna added clarification 
on two items in question.  Resolution No. 136 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 137 of 2014, “Awarding an Operating Contract for Various Chemicals, PWSA Project No. 34,  
Various Vendors” 
Ron Duray, Director of Water Quality and Production, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman 
Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Geraghty so moved and Ms. Lanier 
seconded the motion.  Ms. Geraghty expressed concerns with the bidding policy and the policy’s application to 
the late opened bid.  Ms. Geraghty motioned to amend the policy to deal with a bid that was the sole bid on a 
line item that was timely submitted, but untimely opened and to approve the bids that contained no issues.  
Mr. Leger seconded the amended motion.  No further discussion was held and the Amended Resolution No. 
137 was adopted. 
 
Resolution No. 138 of 2014, “Awarding of an Operating Contract for Billing Services, PWSA Project No. 33,  
Level One” 
Antoinette Shaw, Billing Manager, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained a 
motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved and Ms. Glotfelty seconded the motion.  No 
further discussion was held and Resolution No. 138 was unanimously adopted.   
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Resolution No. 139 of 2014, “Approving the Exercising of an Option Renewal for an Operating Contract for 
Debris Removal from Howard Street Dewatering Pit, PWSA Project No. 14, Jet Jack, Inc.” 
Rick Obermeier, Director of Sewer Operations, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Geraghty so moved and Ms. Lanier seconded the 
motion.  No discussion was held and Resolution No. 139 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 140 of 2014, “Approving a Professional Services Agreement for a Laboratory Information 
Management System (LIMS), Promium LLC.” 
Ron Duray, Director of Water Quality and Production, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman 
Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Glotfelty so moved and Ms. Lanier 
seconded the motion.  Ms. Glotfelty questioned if this purchase was in response to deficiency findings by the 
DEP.  Mr. Duray stated that it was to remedy findings by the DEP.  No further discussion was held and 
Resolution No. 140 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 141 of 2014, “Approving Change Orders” 
David Troianos, Chester Engineers, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained a 
motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved and Ms. Geraghty seconded the motion.  Ms. 
Lanier requested clarification on why the allocated funds were reached sooner than expected on a certain 
project.  Ms. Geraghty questioned if there was a limit on change orders.  Mr. Good suggested an educational 
session on contracting methods, change orders, and emergency contracts.  Ms. Gross requested that GIS maps 
from the last three years be presented at this educational session, showing break locations.  No further 
discussion was held and Resolution No. 141 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 142 of 2014, “Approving Refunds and Exonerations” 
Antoinette Shaw, Billing Manager, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained a 
motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved and Mr. Weber seconded the motion.  Ms. 
Lanier questioned the term “legal adjustments”.  Ms. Shaw stated that legal adjustments relate to court order, 
treasure sale, or free and clear sales.  No further discussion was held and Resolution No. 142 was unanimously 
adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 143 of 2014, “Authorizing a Professional Services Agreement for Recruiting Services,  
The Giddings Group” 
Chairman Thomson requested a motion to table the resolution.  Ms. Gross so moved and Ms. Glotfelty 
seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was taken.  Resolution No. 143 was tabled. 
 
Resolution No. 144 of 2014, “Authorizing Extension Terms of the Veolia Key Performance Indicators,   
Amendment #2 (Safety)” 
Michael Stephens, Project Manager for Veolia, explained the details of this resolution and initiatives.  Chairman 
Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Glotfelty so moved and Mr. Weber 
seconded the motion.  No further discussion was held and Resolution No. 144 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 145 of 2014, “Authorizing a new Agreement for Interim Management Services with Veolia  
Water North America - Northeast, LLC” 
Mark Nowak, PWSA Solicitor, explained the details of this resolution and the Steering Committee 
recommendation to approve this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the 
resolution.  Ms. Gross so moved and Ms. Glotfelty seconded the motion.  A roll call vote was requested by Ms. 
Lanier.  Members voted in favor of the resolution, with the exception of Ms. Lanier, who abstained.  No further 
discussion was held and Resolution No. 145 was adopted.   
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Report of Executive Director 
Interim Director, James Good, reviewed operational data, with a focus on fire hydrant testing and utility cut 
restoration.  Ms. Gross commended PWSA for coordinating with the city and encouraged more joint efforts in 
the future. 
 
 
Unfinished Business  
Resolution No. 125 of 2014, “Awarding a CIP Contract for the Upper Lawrenceville Waterline Relay,  
Project No. 2013-325-211-0, Frank J. Zottola” 
Bob Christian, Director of Engineering, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained 
a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Gross so moved and Ms. Geraghty seconded the motion.  
Ms. Gross thanked PWSA’s External Communications Group for reaching out to community groups and for 
working with them on Green Infrastructure water mitigation plans.  No further discussion was held and 
Resolution No. 125 was unanimously adopted.   
 
Resolution No. 126 of 2014, “Awarding a CIP Contract for the Duquesne Heights Waterline Relay,  
Project No. 2013-325-212-0, Frank J. Zottola Construction, Inc.” 
Bob Christian, Director of Engineering, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson entertained 
a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Gross so moved and Ms. Glotfelty seconded the motion.  No 
further discussion was held and Resolution No. 126 was unanimously adopted.    
 
Adjournment of Regular Monthly Meeting 
There were no further discussions.  Chairman Thomson entertained a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Lanier so moved 
and Ms. Geraghty seconded the motion.  The motion to adjourn was unanimously adopted. 
 
The next meeting will be on December 12th 2014. 
 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Secretary 

 


