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MINUTES OF THE  
REGULAR BOARD MEETING  

OF THE PITTSBURGH WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY  
HELD ON JULY 24, 2015 

 
 
The Regular Monthly Board Meeting of The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority, having been 
duly advertised in accordance with the Sunshine Act, was called to order on Friday, June 19, 2015, 
at approximately 10:00 a.m., in the Second Floor Board Room, 1200 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania 15222.  The following members of the Board were present:  Chairman Alex W. 
Thomson, Ms. Margaret L. Lanier, Mr. Paul Leger, Ms. Caren Glotfelty, Ms. Deborah L. Gross, and 
Mr. Michael Weber.  Ms. Andrea Geraghty was present by conference call.  Present from the staff 
were Executive Director James Good, Rosanne Salerno, Ron Duray, Autumn Barna, James Stitt, 
John McCarthy, John Koller, Kelley Benson, Scott Towler, Bob Hutton, Joey Tolbert, Rachel 
Rampa, Tanya Gore-White, and Brendan Schubert. 
 
Also present were Mark Nowak, PWSA Solicitor; Carolyn Dimmick and Kaye Bealer of K Bealer 
Consulting; Giuseppe Sciulli, Stephen Polen, Kyle Hood, and Robert Weimer of Hatch Mott 
McDonald; Alex Sciulli, ALEM Consulting; Mark Gannon and Tim Dean of Amec Foster Wheeler; 
Bill Trimbatc of CEL; Ron Guccci of Baker; John Ross of Arcadis; Paul Ionadi of Dynotec; Tanya 
McCoy Caretti of Arcadis; Paul Pirt; Jim Lombardi of SAI Consulting Engineers; Robert Zullo of The 
Post Gazette; and Don Smith of RIDC. 

 

CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

There were no public comments at this time. 

 
EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 
An executive session was held prior to the start of the Regular Board Meeting wherein no votes 
were taken.  Mr. Thomson explained that legal and employee matters were discussed. 
 
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
Chairman Thomson entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the June 3, 2015 Special 
Board Meeting and June 19, 2015 Regular Board Meeting.  Ms. Glotfelty so moved and Mr. Leger 
seconded the motion.  The minutes were unanimously approved. 
 
 
BILLS AND COMMUNICATION 
 
Financial Updates 
Joey Tolbert, Interim Finance Director, reviewed the cash flow analysis and monthly budget and 
Quarter Two Forecast.  The year to date budget to Actual Operating Revenue is tracking slightly 
under budget by 5.7%.  Net income is slightly lower for year-to-date at $2.1 million.  The second 
quarter update has an increase in accounts receivables.  All in all the projection is about 2.5% from 
budget on forecast.  The projection is within 1% on expenses for the year.  Mr. Tolbert anticipates 
accounts receivables to catch up.  The projection on cash flow is off by $2 million, slightly under 
revenue by 2.5% - 3% 
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Legislative Updates 
Brendan Schubert, External Affairs Manager, provided updates on Local, State and Federal 
legislation.  Chairman Thomson asked if comments from City Council are included before capital 
projects are rolled out.  Mr. Schubert stated that he meets with City Council prior to the project 
being presented to the community members. 
 
Report of Consulting Engineer 
Bob Weimer, Hatch Mott MacDonald Group, reviewed the Capital Improvement Program 
Dashboard.  This month’s dashboard presents the second quarter.  Ms. Gross asked about the 
contract increase for Carson Street.  Mr. Weimer stated that Mr. Christian will cover this later in the 
agenda.  Ms. Gross asked when the main water break started on Premier Street.  Executive 
Director Good said the break started a few weeks ago.  Mr. Schubert added that there is 
coordination with People’s Natural Gas with Upper Lawrenceville and Premier Street residents.  
Mr. Weimer concluded by reviewing the second quarter goals.  Sustainability has occupied a great 
percentage of time because it is a driver for the CSO program. 
 
Stormwater Update 
James Stitt, Sustainability Manager, outlined the presentation he presented to the Board of 
Directors Subcommittee.  Mr. Still stated that the PWSA is working with Carnegie-Mellon to create 
surveys and a timeline.  
 
 
Resolution No. 67 of 2015 
Approving Refunds and Exonerations Recommended by the Water Exoneration Hearing 
Board and/or The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer Authority  
Tanya Gore-White, Customer Service Manager, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman 
Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved and Ms. 
Geraghty seconded the motion.  No discussion was held and the Resolution was unanimously 
adopted.  
 
Resolution No. 68 of 2015  
Awarding Multiple Operating Contracts for Option Term 2 PWSA Project No. PWSA13 for the 
Purchase of Large Water Meters to Various Vendors  
Rick Obermeier, Acting Field Services Director, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman 
Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Mr. Leger so moved and Ms. 
Lanier seconded the motion.  No discussion was held and the Resolution was unanimously 
adopted.  
 
Resolution No. 69 of 2015, 
Approving an Amendment to an Operating Contract for the Purchase of Two Chevrolet 
Silverado 3500HD 4X4 Gate Valve Trucks on COSTARS Contract No. 025-Municipal Vehicles  
Rick Obermeier, Acting Field Services Director, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman 
Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved with 
discussion and Ms. Geraghty seconded the motion.  Ms. Lanier asked why the cost of the vehicles 
increased from $99,000 to $145,000.  Mr. Obermeier explained there was a misinterpretation of the 
bid by all bidders.  No further discussion was held and the Resolution was unanimously adopted. 
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Resolution No. 70 of 2015, 
Authorizing Certain Officers and Officials to Take Action in Respect of the Authority's Water 
and Sewer System Subordinate Revenue Refunding Bonds, Series C1-D of 2008 and Related 
Interest Rate Swaps  
Joey Tolbert, Interim Finance Director, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Geraghty so moved and Mr. Leger 
seconded the motion.  Executive Director Good pointed out that placement with the bond savings 
amounted to almost $3 million in fees.  No further discussion was held and the Resolution was 
unanimously adopted. 
 
Resolution No. 71 of 2015, 
Authorizing a Term Extension of a Professional Services Agreement for Safety Consulting, 
PWSA Project No. 30 to Compliance Management International  
Bob Hutton, Safety Committee Lead, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Mr. Leger so moved and Ms. Lanier 
seconded the motion.  No discussion was held and the Resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 
Resolution No. 72 of 2015,  
Awarding an Amendment to a Professional Services Agreement with AquaLaw PLC to 
Provide Advisory Services Concerning Wet Weather Issues  
Jim Good, Executive Director, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Mr. Leger so moved with discussion and 
Ms. Lanier seconded the motion.  Ms. Lanier asked and received confirmation that the agreement 
was thru the end of 2015.  Chairman Thomson confirmed that AquaLaw will bill on an hourly basis.  
Mr. Leger confirmed that the $40,000 is not a retainer.  No further discussion was held and the 
Resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 
Resolution No. 73 of 2015, 
Awarding a Professional Services Agreement for Fleet Management Services, with First 
Vehicle Services  
Autumn Barna, Contract/Procurement Specialist, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman 
Thomson entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved with 
discussion and Ms. Gross seconded the motion.  Ms. Lanier asked if the two additional First 
Vehicle employees will be assigned to PWSA vehicles.  Ms. Barna confirmed the two mechanics 
are exclusively for PWSA.  PWSA will receive a credit if the mechanics work on the City’s vehicles.  
Ms. Gross commented that this solution is a great way to make the system work.  Executive Good 
further commented that this resolution will assist in reducing vehicle down time.  No further 
discussion was held and the Resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 
Resolution No. 74 of 2015, 
Resolution for a Cost Sharing Agreement with PennDOT – Mifflin Road Culvert Replacement 
Project (SR0885, Section A38)  
Bob Christian, Director of Engineering, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Lanier so moved with discussion 
and Ms. Geraghty seconded the motion.  Ms. Gross asked if there were existing septic systems for 
private parcels in the City of Pittsburgh.  Mr. Christian explained that some septic systems continue 
to exist in the City of Pittsburgh.  No further discussion was held and the Resolution was 
unanimously adopted. 
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Resolution No.75, 
Resolution for a Cost Sharing Agreement with PennDOT – West Carson Street Viaduct  
Project (SR 0051, Section A63)  
Bob Christian, Director of Engineering, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Ms. Gross so moved with discussion and 
Mr. Leger seconded the motion.  Ms. Gross asked Mr. Christian to explain this large change order 
directive.  Mr. Christian said that a 50/50 agreement with PennDOT was negotiated for cost 
allocation.  Ms. Gross asked about the difference in the pending legislation regarding work on 
private laterals and the lateral construction on this project.  Executive Director Good explained that 
the PWSA does not work on private property.  However, for the convenience of the PWSA, the 
PWSA will stub out to the property line.  Ms. Gross asked if this is typical of this type of major 
roadway.  Executive Director Good responded that it is typical.  No further discussion was held and 
the Resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Mr. Thomson introduced the report of the Executive Director, Mr. James Good. 
 
Mr. Good called attention to the 2014 Drinking Water Report.  Mr. Good reviewed the operational 
data for the previous month, with a focus on paving restoration, sewer line cleaning, and sewer line 
inspection.  Executive Director Good discussed the suitability of robots for sewer line work.  
Chairman Thompson asked  if data on sewer lines can be used to prioritize capital plans.  
Executive Good explained that the data is used to rank the condition of the sewer and to prioritize 
the capital plans.  Chairman Thompson asked if there was comparable testing for water lines.  
Executive Director Good explained that it is not used on pressure line segments.  Ms. Gross asked 
how many of the prioritized lines have been repaired.  Executive Director Good stated 1,200 miles 
of sewer lines, and he will provide a spread sheet of the repairs.  Executive Director Good further 
reported on the safety record and training.  There was no lost time through June, and two more 
safety policies will be in place in a few weeks.  Additional topics reviewed were Council requests, 
the Twitter Quarterly Report and Customer Service.  Chairman Thomson thanked all of the staff at 
PWSA, in particular Ms. Gore-White.  
 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Resolution No. 76 of 2015, 
Authorizing the Authority to enter into a Development Agreement with ALMONO LP 
regarding the Phase 1 Infrastructure for the ALMONO – Hazelwood Site Project  
Bob Christian, Director of Engineering, explained the details of this resolution.  Chairman Thomson 
entertained a motion to discuss and adopt the resolution.  Mr. Leger so moved and Ms. Lanier 
seconded the motion.  No discussion was held and the Resolution was unanimously adopted. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING 
There were no further discussions.  Chairman Thomson entertained a motion to adjourn.  Ms. 
Lanier so moved and Ms. Gross seconded the motion.  The motion to adjourn was unanimously 
adopted. 
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The next meeting will be on September 18, 2015. 
 
 
 

____________________________________ 
Secretary 

 
 


