
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of June 3, 2020 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 

Richard Snipe Sarah Quinn 

David Green  
Karen Loysen  

Matthew Falcone  

James Hill  

  

  

  

  

 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the March 2020 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone 
moves to approve and Ms. Loysen seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and 
motion carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in March, April, and May 2020, Mr. Falcone moves to 
approve and Mr. Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn gives some updates on nominations that have been received for next month. 

2. Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn until 1:00 pm. 

3. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

4. All are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:00 pm. 

5. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:00 pm. She calls role and determines that a 

quorum is present. 
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Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Hill seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
911 Beech Avenue 

                                                                   
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Joseph Froetschel & Marla Presley 
911 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-D-45 

 

Applicant: 
Pella Windows & Doors 
230 Thorn Hill Road 
Warrendale, Pa 15086 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/14/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement with composite product. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Joseph Froetschel speaks as the owner of the property and explains his revised 
proposal for Pella wooden windows. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks representing the Allegheny West LRC. She states that 
they did review the application and are pleased that the front façade windows will 
be wood. She addresses the proposal for the side and rear windows and states that 
they have some questions about the aluminum-wrapped wood material as well as 
the existing metal storm windows and fire escape. She states that they do have 
issues with the characterization of the side windows as “minimally visible.” 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She acknowledges 
the email received from the LRC as well. She asks for comments from the 
Commissioners. 

5. The Commission discusses the application. 

6. Ms. Aguirre states that she does applaud the applicant for providing a more 
historic look for the windows. She states that she would like to find a solution that 
will give the homeowner, the LRC, and the Commission peace of mind. She states 
that she does agree that the side and rear of the building are not quite visible but it 
is hard to tell from the photos. 

7. Mr. Froetschel states for the record that he doesn’t believe that the LRC’s 
comments should be given any more weight than any other neighbor’s comments. 
He talks about his goals of improving the efficiency of the windows as well as the 
appearance. 

8. Mr. Falcone talks about the visibility and states that the side and rear of the 
property are visible from the alley but from a distance. He states that the storm 
windows are giving the windows a flat appearance and removing them would give 
the windows more depth and would be an improvement. He asks about the fire 



escape. 

9.  Mr. Froetschel states that they are not planning on removing it at this time but 
that will be a future project. 

10. Mr. Falcone asks about the stained glass and states that it might be worth keeping 
the storm windows in those windows for protection. He states that he is 
comfortable with the application but would like staff to review the specifications 
for the windows in greater detail. 

11. Ms. Loysen states she agrees and would like to make sure the profiles match. 

12. Ms. Aguirre agrees that more details are needed. 

13. Mr. Froetschel states that he objects to the characterizations of the windows as 
visible or not visible and would like the application to stand on its own. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the proposed renovations with the condition that 
specifications as well as additional photos showing the side of the house from 
Beech be submitted to staff for final review and approval. 

2. Ms. Loysen adds that a comparison of the existing and new window profiles should 
also be submitted. 

3. Mr. Falcone accepts the amendment. 

4. Mr. Green seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Falcone, Mr. Hill, and 
Mr. Green are in favor and Mr. Snipe abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
915 Ridge Avenue 

                                                                   
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
James Messer 
CCAC 
800 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-H-339 

 
Applicant: 
Hayes Design Group 
100 Ryan Court Suite 11 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15205 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  5/12/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Kristy Costanzo and Mr. Andrew Campanaro speak as the architects for the 
property. Ms. Constanzo goes through the presentation and explains the proposal. 

2. Mr. Campanaro talks a bit about the new use for the building. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

4. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks representing the Allegheny West LRC. She states that 
they did have a preliminary meeting with the team and came up with a list of 
recommendations, almost all of which they have addressed. She states that they 
are very supportive of the project. 

5. Ms. Aguirre adds that the email from the LRC was received and entered into the 
record. 

6. Mr. James Messner speaks representing CCAC. He speaks a bit about the process 
especially the collaboration with the Allegheny West LRC. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments from the Commissioners, and she starts by stating that the presentation 
and proposal is excellent. 

8. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that this building is on the border of the district and 
it is great to see this former home restored. 

9. Ms. Loysen agrees and appreciates the rigor of the restoration project. 

10. Mr. Hill agrees with the other Commissioners and states that with the economic 
transformation of educational institutions, he appreciates that they are taking the 
time to do things the right way. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations as submitted.  

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
600 Pressley Street 

                                                                   
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Modern Touch Properties LLC 
1672 Heritage Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-A-37 

 

Applicant: 
Hart Architects 
984 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  5/14/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of Hardie siding. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart and Mr. Karim Alshurafa speak on behalf of the project. Mr. 
Alshurafa speaks as the owner of the property and talks about some of the history 
of the project and what has been done so far. 

2. Mr. Nathan Hart speaks and goes through the proposal and presentation. 

3. Ms. Quinn asks for them to address why the existing siding was removed. 

4. Mr. Alshurafa addresses the work that was done. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments from 
Commissioners. 

6. Mr. Falcone asks if the project scope has changed to recladding the front façade 
with wood rather than Hardie siding. 

7. Mr. Alshurafa talks about the different options they explored but states at this time 
they are looking to go with wood. 

8. Ms. Quinn asks about the color and states that they may want to go a bit lighter. 

9. Mr. Alshurafa and Mr. Hart talk about the color choices. 

10. Mr. Falcone states that he wants to make a distinction between this house and the 
neighboring house; as a wood-clad house this one would have been painted. He 
suggests that the lighter they can go on the paint color, the better, for both energy 
and aesthetic reasons. He recommends that they try to match the existing wood 
siding. 

11. Ms. Loysen agrees with Mr. Falcone on the siding. 

12. Mr. Falcone asks about the light fixture and placement. 

13. Mr. Hart states that they haven’t decided on a final selection and can submit that 
to staff. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations with the conditions that final paint 
color, siding profile, and specifications for a lighting fixture be submitted to staff 
for final approval. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
2124 E. Carson Street 

                                                                   
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Louie Popock 
24 Hillel Place 
Brooklyn, Ny 11210 

 
Ward:  16th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-K-39 

 

Applicant: 
Louie Popock 
24 Hillel Place 
Brooklyn, Ny 11210 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  11/27/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact painting of storefront tile. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Dave Gross speaks representing the building tenant. He explains what 
happened and that they did paint over previously-painted storefront tile but did 
not paint any unpainted brick or masonry. 

2. Ms. Quinn states that any exterior alterations do need to be reviewed and 
approved so the review would need to happen regardless. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks if there is additional work to be done such as masonry cleaning. 

5. Mr. Gross says no, the only work was filling holes in the tile and repainting. 

6. Mr. Falcone asks what the material is. 

7. Mr. Gross states that as far as he knows it is stone. 

8. Ms. Loysen states that the façade looks like an old Carrera glass facade and not 
stone or tile. She asks Mr. Falcone for any insight. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that he thinks it could be Carrera glass or another material. He 
states that the issue is that the paint has changed the Art Deco character of the 
storefront.  

10. The Commission discusses the application. 

11. Mr. Falcone asks if the applicant would be amenable to a different design. 

12. Mr. Gross speaks about the company and the choice of colors, which was based on 
their branding and designed to catch people’s eye. 

13. Mr. Falcone asks if they have met with the LRC or other community group. 

14. Mr. Gross says no. 

15. Mr. Falcone suggests that he may want to reach out to them to get input on this 



project. 

16. Ms. Aguirre states that she can see the same colors being used but in a design that 
complements the storefront. 

17. Mr. Falcone states that they can table the application for 30 days in order to reach 
out to the community groups for input or historical info on the storefront. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table to application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
1300-1302 Liverpool Street 

                                                                   
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Reid & Chris Cservak 
1300-1302 Liverpool Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-K-369,370 

 

Applicant: 
Reid & Chris Cservak 
1300-1302 Liverpool Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  1/22/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact porch renovations; proposed covering of brick 
mold on side and rear windows. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Chris Cservak speaks as one of the owners of the property. He explains what 
was done with the porches on 1300 and 1302. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments from 
the Commissioners. She confirms that they are looking at the porches and the 
windows and asks if they are looking at both properties. 

3. Mr. Cservak confirms that the properties are next to each other and basically 
identical. 

4. Mr. Snipe asks to see the before pictures. 

5. Ms. Quinn shows the before pictures. 

6. Mr. Cservak confirms that when they purchased the property there were no 
railings. 

7. The Commission discusses the porch. 

8. Mr. Cservak explains the proposal for the windows. 

9. The Commission discusses the windows. 

10. Mr. Falcone asks if they want the applicants to come back or to have the items 
reviewed by staff. 

11. Ms. Aguirre states that she feels that they have enough information to have staff 
review the additional items. 

12. Mr. Cservak agrees and accepts that they can come back if staff finds that they 
need to. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations with the conditions that the lintel 
wrapping is done at the rear only, that the changes to the porch railing should 
reflect a Queen Anne or Victorian style similar to that of 1304 Liverpool and 
should be submitted to staff for final approval. 

2. Ms. Aguirre mentions paint colors. 

3. Mr. Falcone adds that the paint colors should also be submitted to staff for final 
approval. 

4. Mr. Green proposes to amend the motion to include wrapping of the window 
brickmold as well as the lintels at the rear of both properties and the side of 1302 
only. 

5. Mr. Falcone accepts the amendment. 

6. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
1325 Sheffield Street 

                                                                   
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Manchester Citizens Corporation 
1319 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-314 

 

Applicant: 
Christopher A. Kim 
2000 Creekview Circle, Unit 2314 
Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  3/13/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Christopher Kim speaks as the architect for the project. He goes through the 
proposal and presentation. 

2. Mr. Hill states that he is happy to see this house finally being restored. He asks if 
they know what is under the siding. 

3. Mr. Kim states that it looks like there is original wood siding possibly in very poor 
condition. 

4. Mr. Falcone states that according to the plat map, the house has always been 
wood, so should have wood siding all around. 

5. Mr. Green asks if they plan to reuse the brackets on the front façade. 

6. Mr. Kim states that one is missing and they would like to find a match or equally 
space the remaining brackets and preserve them. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks about the color scheme. 

8. Mr. Kim explains the color scheme, including white trim and Sherwin-Williams 
Pearl Gray for the siding. 

9. Mr. Falcone asks if they have specifications for the front door yet. 

10. Mr. Kim states that they do not yet. 

11. Mr. Snipe asks about the glass block basement window. 

12. Mr. Kim states that they added it because it looks like there is an infilled basement 
window, but they can keep it infilled instead. 

13. Mr. Falcone states that they could approve another type of window there, just not 
glass block. He states that he feels they have enough information to go forward but 
asks the Commission if there is a preference on siding material. 

14. Mr. Green states that he is fine with the siding material as long as it matches the 



proportions of the existing. 

15. Ms. Loysen states that she agrees. 

16. Mr. Snipe asks for clarification on what siding is proposed. 

17. Mr. Kim states that they would like to use Hardie on the front and vinyl on the 
other sides, but they would be open to using Hardie on the rear as well. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations including the demolition of the 
brick porch wall and the installation of new siding on the front, side and rear of 
property, with the front to be Hardie board and the side and rear to be vinyl, all of 
which is to match in profile existing wooden siding discovered during work. In 
addition, the existing corbels are to be kept and a suitable replica should be found 
to match, the sliding windows at the rear are to be replaced with double-hung 
windows, and the final front door selection should be a six-panel door to be 
reviewed and approved by staff. The railings on the front porch and basement 
front window, if kept, are also to be reviewed and approved by staff. Updated 
drawings and paint colors are to be submitted to staff for final approval. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
1201 Resaca Place 

                                                                  
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Marilyn Detwiler 
1201 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-N-61 

 

Applicant: 
John Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  3/13/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Renovations to rear carriage house. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona speaks as the architect for the project. He goes through the 
proposal and presentation. 

2.  Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

 
4040 Bigelow Boulevard 

                                                                  
Schenley Farms Historic District 

 

Owner:  
The Pittsburgh Oratory 
4405 Bayard Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-G-167 

 

Applicant: 
Stephen Casey 
40 24th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  3/13/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a rear addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Stephen Casey speaks as the architect for the project. He goes through the 
proposal and presentation. 

2.  Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She acknowledges for the 
record an email received from Mr. Norman Cleary with some concerns about the 
project, some of which have been addressed. 

3. Ms. Quinn states that the stormwater concerns would be outside of the HRC’s 
purview. 

4. Mr. Falcone asks about the chain-link fence that was commented on. 

5. Mr. Casey states that there will be no chain-link fence. 

6. Ms. Quinn mentions that they may want to add a tint or finish to the new concrete 
to soften it. 

7. Mr. Casey states that they can explore those options. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 3, 2020 

Spring Hill School 
1351 Damas Street 

                          
               Historic Nomination     

 

Owner: 
Mr. Anthony Hamlet 
Superintendent of Schools 
341 S. Bellefield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward: 24th 
 
Lot and Block:  47-L-300 

 
Nominator: 
Matthew Falcone 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Nomination Received:  3/13//20 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the property. She states that the 

nominator found that the property is significant under Criterion 4, work of an 
architect, engineer, designer, or builder, and Criterion 7, association with 
important aspects or events in cultural or social history, and that the property does 
retain integrity.  

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to recommend the property for consideration of historic 
nomination based on the listed criteria. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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