
 Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

March 18th 2020 

 

Minutes 

Note: The meeting was held via Tele Conference due to the COVID 19 Pandemic, Alicia C. 

took attendance before the meeting began.  

1.  Approval of February Minutes – James S. motioned to approve the February minutes. 

Kristen S. seconded the motion. The motion carried.  

2.  Updated Approved Species List -  Matt updated the commission on the Approved Species  

list and Prohibited Trees for Open Spaces and ROW. 

 

These lists are based on multiple reference books, street tree inventory, large tree inventory, and 

experience of planting in the Pittsburgh area in last decades, Matt E. and the subcommittee 

came up with a list of 270 tree species. The subcommittee evaluated each species to see which 

could remain and which should be put on the prohibited list.   

A lengthy discussion took place regarding Approved Species List and Prohibited Species List. 

The Subcommittee will continue work to generate the Storm Water species list. 

Approved Species List subcommittee included representatives from The City (Lisa C). Tree 

Pittsburgh (Matt E), WPC (Jeff B), and Park Conservancy (Phil G). Along with Utility 

professionals (Jim Barry), and University personal (Brain W). Thank you to all who 

participated! This is a milestone! 

Kara Smith from DOMI hopes to intergrade this information into the DOMI department.  

Mardi I. asked if Planning and Zoning will also have access to this list. Lisa C. explained they 

will but there is still more work to be done.    

Matt E. explained that these trees on the prohibited list are not permanent, and just the current 

best practice. It is evaluated as annual bases, and some will come back later. The frequency of 

use is determined based on the current species population we have, tens of population with pests 

and diseases, climate change modeling, availability of nursing tree, survival after planting. 

**Connection to the conference was severed at approximately 9:15am. Brian W. provided 

another conference phone number and members were reconnected at approximately 9:20am. 

Attendance was retaken, meeting resumed at approximately 9:25am.  

Members in Attendance 

X Matthew Erb X Jayme Hollway X Lisa Ceoffe X Jamil Bey 

X Emily Mitchell X Martha Isler - Chair X Rebecca Kiernan X Brian Wolyniak 

X James J. Stitt X Mary H. Savage X Jim Barry X Kristen Spirl 

X Alicia Carberry X 
Guest: Derrick 

Buckner 
X  Andrea Ketzel X Guest: Yiwei Li 

          



Kristin motioned to approve both Park and Open Spaces and Prohibited List. Alicia Second the 

motion. The motion carried.  

5.  Earth Day - Lisa gave a quick update on Earth Day. Earth Day is currently being postponed 

from April 22nd and being rescheduled for some time in August due to the Covid-19 Pandemic. 

Plantings with volunteer groups are also cancelled and we are just trying to find ways to get the 

trees in the ground at this point. Mardi I. asked Lisa to send out any new information. 

3.  City Forester Report -  Lisa C. updated the commission on Forestry operations. Lisa visited 

Montreal with Rebecca K and Brandon Walton (First Vehicle Fleet Coordinator) in order to 

review electric chassis designed for large vehicles in hopes to get one outfitted for a Bucket 

Truck for Forestry Division. Lisa had the opportunity to tour the plant as well as drive one of 

the vehicles in the CDL training center. The vehicles are completly quiet.  The chassis are super 

expensive and to have a bucket truck outfitted for one would cost close to $650,000 to $700,000 

to build.  

4.  Tree Pittsburgh Report 
A quick discussion took place regarding CDC recommendations and how many people are 

allowed in one locations.  

 

Lisa C. reported that after 10 AM today that only skeleton crews will report to work leaving 

most staff working from home on independently.  

Matt E. reported for the rest of March volunteer events are cancelled. Tree Pittsburgh plans to 

have staff do all plantings in April. However, things are changing daily?  

Tree Pittsburgh will reach out to school districts to see if plantings are still happening.  

There is a tree climbing competition scheduled for September in Allegheny Cemetery 

The flight 93 day of Service scheduled for April 27th (update, postponed until next year.). 

A lot of trees are budding and starting to flower. Pruning crews are probably finished at this 

point for the year (2 weeks early.)  

Matt E. asked if Tree Pittsburgh would be allowed to use the 500 trees for Earth Day at a 

different event in May if Earth Day is definitely cancelled? Response is yes of course. 

6.  New Business – None 

7.  Old Business - None 

8.  Announcements   

Jeff from WPC reported that they are following government protocol and are shutting down 

planting operations for this spring. Mardi I. requested a copy of the document that will be sent 

out informing property owners that planting is postponed for the season.  

April 15th PSTC meeting is scheduled to be held at Tree Pittsburgh. Mardi suggested we wait 2 

weeks before deciding to hold or reschedule. 

Mary Motioned to Adjourn 


