
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

May 20th 2020 

August Wilson Conference Room 

Minutes 

 

1.  James S. motioned to approve March Minutes Alicia C. seconded the motion. The motion 

carried. 

2.  City Forester Report- Forestry crews are back to limited operations. There are now 

multiple crews working with one foreman on a weekly basis. The Utility Arborist position has 

finally been filled. The candidate name is Mike Kelly. Mike is relocating to Pittsburgh from 

California. He hopes to start by the second week in June. Lisa is getting ready for the upcoming 

budget request for 2021. She hopes for a few new trucks. This week is also national Public 

Works week. A mystery person donated pizza to the 18 public works divisions. Lisa is also 

working to count all plantings toward the Mayor’s 100,000 tree goal. 

3.  Tree Pittsburgh Report- Matt E. updated the commission on Tree Pittsburgh operations, 

they are doing some field work. Tree Pittsburgh staff is still working from home. Plans are to 

reevaluate reopening in June. Tree Pittsburgh held a limited tree give away with scheduled pick-

ups in the Tree Pittsburgh Parking lot funded by ColCom, 700 trees were given away. Plans are 

to hold another giveaway in the future. 

 

4.  Shade Tree Reorganization-    Mardi thanked Alicia for her work on helping to establish an 

organizational structure for the STC. Alicia gave a presentation on changes that have been 

discussed to date; Vice Chair and recording Secretary Position seemed essential.  Alicia 

mentioned a treasurer, Mardi noted that the STC does not have control of finances, nor the 

accounting system and therefore it isn’t possible to get financial reports that are typically 

produced by non-profits.  STC is quasi-governmental, and tracking motions “recommending” 

expenditures from the STTF is done by Lisa and Mardi with Lisa, because of her position, 

doing most of the work.  Alicia also noted that proposals previously to increase the number of 

members again are being discussed.  Some positions prescribed may not be relevant and other 

organizations and departments were discussed as needing to be represented, for example DOMI. 

5.  Member Handbook A lengthy discussion took place regarding PSTC creating a handbook 

including member’s duties and responsibilities, and other information basic to the operation of 
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the STC.  Again, thanks to Alicia and her committee – they are going to provide us with an 

outline for the handbook at the June meeting.  

6.  New Business – Commissioners were reminded that they need to submit their statement of 

financial interest forms to the city – James notes that if you are filling out the form on-line for 

another organization, you can also have a copy directed to the city for STC requirement. 

It was suggested that a time be added for “Interagency Agency Coordination” Reports – all 

agreed that this is a helpful addition and it will be on all future agendas. 

7.  Old Business - Mardi explained to the commission that the law department did not feel 

comfortable with the language of the motion to amend the original 2018 support for the Tree 

Pittsburgh 6nd St  Landscaping – instead in 2019 we rescinded that motion, then motioned to 

approve funds for the Building fund.   

Recently we were asked to rescind that motion and change the language for a new motion to 

support Tree Pittsburgh’s “Demonstration Garden.”   

Therefore, Jamil B. motioned to rescind his 2019 motion to support Tree Pittsburgh 62nd Capital 

Campaign for $50,000, Kristin seconded the motion, the motion carried.   

Next, Jamil motioned to approve $50,000 for landscaping the Demonstration Garden at the Tree 

Pittsburgh 62nd Street site. Rebecca seconded the motion. the motion carried. Note: Matt E. 

(Tree Pittsburgh) left the room during the discussion and voting.  

After the vote, Mardi notified Matt E. that voting had concluded and he was invited back into 

the meeting.  

8.  Announcements 

Financial interest form deadline for submission is postponed until June 15th.      

If Allegheny allows an outdoor location for our June meeting, we will request using the Tree 

Pittsburgh 62nd St site, Chatham also offered.   


