
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of May 3, 2017 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

200 Ross Street 
First Floor Hearing Room 

Pittsburgh, PA 15219 
In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff Others  

Joe Serrao Sarah Quinn Carole Malakoff  Eleanor Coleman 

Erik Harless Sharon Spooner Michael Shealey William Vernon 

Ernie Hogan  Brian Kaminski Mark Ayoub 

Matthew Falcone  John Francona John Valley 

Ray Gastil  Lakeisha Byrd Howard Graves 

  Cliff Rowe Nancy Ream 

  Evelyn Jones Marty Hutton 

  Christine Brill Greg Kubulnicky 

  Marty Trombetta James McNeel 

  Jeff Martin Beth Newbold 

  Christen Cieslak Kent Hensley 

  David Morgan Canard Grigsby 

  Gary Cirrincione Angelique Bamberg 

  Bob Russ Tony Pitassi 

  Doug Duerr Stephen Connell 

  Chris Gates Barbara Talerico 

  Glenn Olcerst Bob Baumbach 

  Craig Dunham Jim Noe 

  Dan Wintermantel Marimba Milliones 

  Rob Pfaffmann Jason Brown 

  Cindy Kamin  

 
Old Business-None. 

New Business 
 
Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the April meeting minutes, Mr. Harless motions to approve 
and Mr. Falcone seconds. Mr. Serrao asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
 
Approval of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the April Certificates of 
Appropriateness, Mr. Falcone motions to approve and Mr. Harless seconds. Mr. Serrao asks for a 
vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
    
 
 
 
 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 



 
 

Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Sarah Quinn talks about ongoing and upcoming grant applications and projects. She 

talks about the status of nominations in process including Rosyln Place, Lemmon Row, and 

Oliver Bathhouse. 

 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Hogan, hearing no objections, adjourns the meeting. 

Meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

846-848 N. Lincoln Avenue    Allegheny West Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Robin Raida 
1418 Laveta Terrace 
Los Angeles, Ca 90026 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-104 
 

 
Applicant: 
Michael Shealey 
850 N. Lincoln Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact installation and proposed painting of vinyl siding 
at rear. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Michael Shealey steps to the podium; he is representing the owner of the 
property.  He talks about the project, stating that the issue is at the rear of the 
property. He shows pictures of the half third story and states that over the winter 
the asphalt shingles began to leak and the owner had the area covered with vinyl 
siding, believing that it was not visible. She then became aware that the area is 
visible from farther away, on Western Avenue, and from that distance it is 
impossible to tell the material, but the color stands out. The owner is proposing to 
paint the vinyl siding in a dark color so it will recede. She has selected a dark 
brown color from a line of vinyl safe paint as submitted. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that 
they became aware of the issue after-the-fact and have discussed several options 
with the owner. They did discuss painting and the dark brown color and they do 
find it acceptable. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the after-the-fact installation of vinyl siding, to be 
painted as specified in the presentation. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

852 N. Lincoln Avenue    Allegheny West Historic District     

 
Owner:  
852 N. Lincoln LLC 
9646 Steubenville Pike 
PO Box 530 
Bulger, Pa 15019 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-107 
 

 

Applicant: 
Studio for Spatial Practice 
3609 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Christine Brill steps to the podium; she is the architect for the project. She also 
introduces Mr. Greg Kubulnicky, the owner of the property. She shows photos and 
drawings and talks about some of the alterations that have been made to the 
property over the years including the non-original dormers. She states that the 
property is very significant as one of five in Nevin Row on N. Lincoln. She shows 
the elevation of the proposed work, including window and door replacement and 
construction of new dormers based on historic photographs. She talks about the 
proposed renovations to the rear including window replacement. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that 
they were impressed with the level of detail and research that went into this. They 
provided some suggestions on paint colors only. They are in support of the project. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the façade renovations as submitted, with final 
colors to be submitted to staff. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

917 Western Avenue Allegheny West Historic District     

 
Owner:  
917 Western LP 
956 W North Avenue 
Pittsurgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-D-172 
 

 
Applicant: 
John D. Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
shows photos of the building and existing conditions. He shows the proposal for 
the project and states that the neighborhood wanted to see the driveway closed off, 
so they are proposing fencing and a trellis for outdoor dining in that area. He 
shows the proposal for the façade.  He states that he has provided materials 
information in the packet. 

2. Mr. Falcone asks if they do find historic material underneath if they have an 
alternate plan. 

3. Mr. Francona states that they would come back before the Commission. 

4. Mr. Serrao asks if they are looking for final approval today, as there are a lot of 
questions at this point. 

5. Mr. Francona states that they are looking for final approval as they would like to 
get a building permit, but they have no issues with coming back if anything 
changes. 

6. Mr. Hogan states that he feels the approach is right and that they will probably 
find that the original materials have been removed once they get into exploratory 
demolition. He also states that he would like more information on the materials for 
the trellis. 

7. Mr. Francona states that they are planning on using AZEK and painting it, 
although they don’t have a color palette yet.  

8. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

9. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that 
they are excited about the concept of this renovation. She also states that there was 
an enforcement issue with the owner of this property on a different property. 

10. Mr. Serrao states that it is a separate issue. 



11. Mr. Hogan states that based on the email, it looks like the LRC is in support of this 
project. 

12. Ms. Malakoff says yes. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the building renovations as submitted in the 
documents, with final colors and materials to be submitted to staff, and with the 
condition that any changes whatsoever need to be brought back to the 
Commission. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

944 W. North Avenue Allegheny West Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Ann Gilligan 
944 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  22-S-139 
 

 
Applicant: 
Ann Gilligan 
944 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/12/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Enclosure of 2nd floor rear deck. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Ann Gilligan steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She 
explains that she is looking to enclose a rear porch. She shows photos and 
renderings of the proposal. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks about the materials. 

3. Ms. Gilligan states that it will be powder-coated aluminum, with color to match the 
aluminum siding currently at the rear of the property. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

5. Ms. Carole Malakoff steps to the podium representing the LRC. She states that this 
area is recessed back between the other buildings and will have limited visibility 
from the alley. 

6. Mr. Hogan comments that the color should be more of a bronze to allow it to fade 
into the background. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the enclosure of the 2nd floor roof deck, with the 
modification that the color be a dark brown or bronze. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

1300 Bingham Street East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
James McNeel 
City Theatre Company 
1300 Bingham Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-155 
 

 

Applicant: 
William Vernon 
Renaissance 3 Architects, PC 
48 S. 14th Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of an addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. James McNeel steps to the podium; he is the managing director at City 
Theatre. He also introduces Bill Vernon, the architect, and Beth Newbold, the 
board president. He gives some history of the organization and of the project. 

2. Mr. Bill Vernon steps to the podium. He presents the project and states that they 
are looking for conceptual approval today, as the project will require them to take 
down most of the church wall. He shows photos of the existing conditions and 
drawings and renderings of the proposal. 

3. Mr. Harless asks if the alley is used for egress. 

4. Mr. Vernon says it is, and that is why they have left the structure elevated. 

5. Mr. Hogan asks for clarification that they will be infilling their private alleyway, 
constructing an upper floor structure, and deconstructing the side of the church. 

6. Mr. Vernon states that that is correct. 

7. Mr. Hogan states that the photographs don’t help to understand how the addition 
affects the church and the parsonage. He states that in the past the Commission 
has suggested that the façade of the parsonage be preserved and an addition 
constructed behind it. He states that he has some concerns about massing and that 
the addition may need to be minimized. He thinks that the material being glass is 
appropriate. 

8. Mr. Vernon states that they have some flexibility in how far the build-out comes 
out towards the street. Their main goal today is to find out how the Commission 
feels about the build-out, and they are willing to work on it from there. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that he is uncomfortable with the build-out including its height 
and massing and feels that it does take away from the building. 

10. Ms. Beth Newbold steps to the podium. She talks about the project and states that 



the board is in support of it. She asks if different materials would be more 
acceptable to the Commission. 

11. Mr. Falcone thinks that different materials may help. 

12. Mr. Serrao agrees, as well as pushing it back further from the street. 

13. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. He acknowledges for the record the email 
received from the LRC. 

14. Mr. Bob Russ steps to the podium representing the LRC. He states that they did 
submit email comments and he just wants to hit a few key points. He states that 
the buildings have always been two free-standing buildings with the space in 
between, and that is being lost with the addition. He states that the project should 
be noted as a partial demolition, and the LRC is also concerned about precedent. 
They agree with the Commission about issues talked about such as the massing.  

15. Mr. Jerry Morosco steps to the podium also representing the LRC. He also states 
that this application should be considered more as an application for demolition, 
as the portion the are proposing for demolition is actually part of the original 
church structure and the wall and windows and the historic record would be lost. 
He proposes that they come back and address the six criteria for demolition under 
the ordinance. 

16. Mr. Hogan states that there is a delicate balance between preserving the heritage 
in the city and breathing new life into these buildings and their operations so that 
they can remain. He states that they as stewards of the building need to figure out 
how to balance that, and he states that they should continue their exploration of 
how to accommodate their needs while incorporating feedback from the 
Commission and the community. He proposes tabling the application for 60 days. 

17. The applicants agree to the 60 days. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to table the application for 60 days. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

1731 E. Carson Street   East Carson Street Historic District     

 
Owner:  
1731 Associates, LP 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-E-315 
 

 
Applicant: 
David Morgan 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  3rd 
 
Application Received:  4/12/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of a rear dumpster enclosure. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. David Morgan steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
states that this is the East Carson Street Post Office, which has been downsized in 
the last year. He states that this proposal contains two requests for the rear of the 
property, one for a dumpster enclosure and the other for a safety railing around 
the HVAC unit on the roof. He states that the dumpster enclosure would be a 
horizontal wood enclosure, which would be pre-treated and stained, with steel 
posts.  

2. Mr. Hogan states that since the work is in the rear, it will have minimal impact. 

3. Mr. Morgan states that they are looking to install a temporary railing which could 
be attached to the parapet if needed. 

4. Mr. Harless states that the railing will need to be permanently affixed. 

5. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. He acknowledges an email 
from the LRC in support of the project. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the installation of a rear dumpster enclosure and 
safety railing. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

Allegheny Library 
5 Allegheny Square 

 
                         Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
City of Pgh Dept of Finance 
414 Grant Street #502 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-R-157 
 

 
Applicant: 
Children’s Museum 
10 Children’s Way 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade restoration. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Chris Cieslak steps to the podium; she is the project director for the Children’s 
Museum. She states that they are presenting their revised project and talks about 
some of the research they have done and changes they have made. 

2. Mr. Tony Pitassi steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
presents the plans and elevations and explains the changes they made to the 
project, including the windows, entrances, and egress stairs. 

3. Ms. Angelique Bamberg steps to the podium; she is a consultant on the project. 
She states that the project will also need to be reviewed by the State Historic 
Preservation Office according to the Secretary of the Interior’s standards. She talks 
about some of the conversations they had with SHPO staff and states that they 
were advised to provide compatible, rather than replicated, new features where 
there have been none for 30 or 40 years. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

5. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He is concerned about the possibility of 
setting precedent, even though this is an individual landmark rather than a 
district. 

6. Mr. Hogan states that the individual landmarks stand on their own and don’t affect 
districts. 

7. Mr. Hogan states that it was interesting to receive a copy of the SHPO’s letter 
talking about their evaluation of the new window materials, including aluminum-
clad wood windows, and that it is something that the Commission will have to 
consider in the future. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the façade renovations as submitted, with the four 
inch curtain wall system, two panel doors, and series 3900 fixed window system, 
all as submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

Colfax Elementary School 
2332 Beechwood Boulevard 

 
                         Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
1305 Muriel Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15217 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  128-A-56 
 

 
Applicant: 
Graves Design Group 
223 Fourth Avenue, Ste 600 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of a temporary classroom building. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Howard Graves steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
states that the proposal is a temporary classroom structure, the leasing portion of 
which is three years. He shows the plan showing the location. He shows the 
rendering of the classroom and states that they did look to Sherwin-Williams 
historic palette for the color scheme. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone motions to approve the proposed renovations as submitted. 

2. Mr. Serrao seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan amends the motion to be for a thirty-six month period. 

4. Mr. Falcone accepts the amendment and Mr. Serrao seconds again. 

5. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

Garden Theater 
26 W. North Avenue 

 
                         Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Garden Theater Block, LLC 
130 7th Street, Ste 300 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-L-83 
 

 
Applicant: 
Indovina Associates 
3185 Penn Avenue  
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact construction of rear facade. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Brian Kaminski steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
talks about the history of the project and states that the issues have been resolved 
and the project is moving forward. He states that when they obtained approval and 
a building permit they did not have a rear elevation other than what was there 
originally. He states that the front façade is nearly complete, and the rear of the 
building is finished as well. He states that the original applicants were planning on 
putting a parking lot in the rear, which is no longer the case. He talks about how 
they came up with the design for the rear including how it relates to the front of 
the building, how they had to stabilize it after the demolition phase, and how they 
picked up on the details and brickwork of the building. 

2. The Commission reviews the plans of what was there and what is there now. 

3. Mr. Rick Belloli with Q Development steps to the podium. He clarifies what had 
happened prior to his involvement and states that there had been a design for the 
rear of the building that was never formally reviewed. He talks about the rear walls 
and the option to place part of the marquee on the rear of the building. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

5. Mr. Craig Dunham steps to the podium; he is a part owner of the building next 
door. He states that their work and building is highly dependent on the work that 
was done on the Garden and he states that they are supportive of what was done. 

6. Mr. Chris Gates steps to the podium. He states that he is concerned about 
precedent for demolition and reconstruction and also about the sign. 

7. Mr. Hogan states that the sign was shown as contextual material and is not being 
reviewed at this point. 

8. Mr. Ken Hensley steps to the podium; he is a resident of the neighborhood. He 



states that he supports the project as he says do most of the neighbors. 

9. Mr. Glenn Olcerst steps to the podium; he is a resident of the neighborhood. He 
states that it is imperative that the Commission consider the process, the number 
of developers involved, and the money that has been spent so far on the project, 
and rule in a way that would result in no extra cost or further delay for the 
applicants. He states that there was a Certificate of Appropriateness issued, and 
the Commission and staff bears some responsibility for following up or not. 

10. Ms. Barbara Talerico steps to the podium; she is a resident of the neighborhood 
and involved in neighborhood organizations. She echoes the previous testimony 
and expresses support for the project. 

11. Mr. Dan Wintermantel steps to the podium; he is a resident of the neighborhood. 
He states that he is supportive and would like to see progress on the project. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the after-the-fact construction and noted that there 
was a C of A issued in 2012 for the demolition of the rear. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

New Granada Theater 
2007 Centre Avenue 

 
                         Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
David Serbin 
Hill Community Dev Corp 
2015-17 Centre Avenue, Ste 200 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  5th 
 
Lot and Block:  10-N-261 
 

 
Applicant: 
Garden Theater Block, LLC 
130 7th Street, Ste 300 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Façade renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Marimba Milliones steps to the podium; she is the president and CEO of the 
Hill Community Development Corporation. She also introduces Lakeisha Byrd 
from Communion. She gives some history of the project and the relationship to the 
community. 

2. Ms. Lakeisha Byrd steps to the podium. She presents the project, showing photos 
of the existing conditions and explaining that they are looking to provide better 
closures for the building envelope in order to protect the building from the 
elements and activate the front of the building. 

3. Mr. Harless asks if the new closures will be right at the sidewalk. 

4. Ms. Byrd refers to the drawings and states that the existing openings will be 
replaced where there are now, and the storefront will be right at the sidewalk. They 
will avoid touching the original fabric of the building. 

5. Mr. Hogan restates that they are not altering the Art Deco aluminum paneling, 
they are installing four new door openings that are currently blocked up, and they 
are proposing a new storefront. He asks if this will be temporary and for how long. 

6. Ms. Milliones states that they are looking to move forward over the next 18 
months. 

7. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the temporary façade renovations for 24 months. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 



 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

Turney House 
160 43rd Street 

 
                         Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Ken Trombetta 
1049 Victoria Place 
Gibsonia, Pa 15044 

 
Ward:  9th 
 
Lot and Block:  49-B-79 
 

 
Applicant: 
Ken Trombetta 
1049 Victoria Place 
Gibsonia, Pa 15044 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  7th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alterations to rear of property. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Marty Trombetta steps to the podium; she is representing the owners, her 
husband and son. She states that they are proposing to remove fencing and install 
a concrete parking pad at the rear of the property. 

2. Ms. Quinn gives some background on the situation. She states that a parking pad 
was approved by zoning prior to the owner finding out that historic review was 
needed, and they have repoured the sidewalk and installed a curb cut already. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the alterations to the rear to allow for a parking 
pad. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; Mr. Serrao, Mr. Hogan, Mr. Harless, and Mr. Gastil are 
in favor and Mr. Falcone is opposed. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

Westinghouse Academy 
1101 N. Murtland Avenue 

 
                      Individual Landmark     

 
Owner:  
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
1305 Muriel Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  12th 
 
Lot and Block:  125-D-200 
 

 
Applicant: 
Gary J. Cirrincione 
5507 Hays Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of an entry portico. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Gary Cirrincione steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
shows two new alternative designs for the portico. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions the construction of a new entry portico with a peak roof as 
submitted in the documents, with final colors to be submitted to staff. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

1207 Allegheny Avenue           Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
KGMA Development LLC 
114 Smithfield Street 3rd Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-S-23 
 

 
Applicant: 
Keane George & Mark Ayoub 
114 Smithfield Street 3rd Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of new windows. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Mark Ayoub steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He states 
that they are proposing to replace seven windows on the first floor. He shows the 
specifications for the windows and explains that for the arches, they are proposing 
a two-piece system as there are lowered ceiling in the interior currently. They are 
hoping to eventually raise the ceilings and would like to be able to install the 
arched tops at that time. The windows that they are proposing are wood. He states 
that his HVAC contractor is also looking to install windows on the roof. 

2. Mr. Hogan states that there was unapproved work that was done on this property 
that was sent to enforcement. 

3. Mr. Ayoub states that they did receive a permit to replace the upper-floor windows 
in-kind. 

4. Ms. Quinn confirms that a Certificate of Appropriateness was issued. 

5. Mr. Hogan asks if they are proposing to reopen the windows to their original 
openings and install standard double-hung windows with the arches infilled. 

6. Mr. Ayoub states that that is correct. He states that he provided a photo of a 
neighboring building that has windows similar to what they are proposing. 

7. Mr. Hogan states that he would like to see a cut sheet on the windows’ profile, 
dimensions, and brick mold. He states that they can approve the application with 
final information to be submitted to staff. 

8. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

 

 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the installation of new wooden windows, with final 
cut sheets, product data, brick mold details, and colors to be submitted to staff. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

Hamlin Street 7-B-364           Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Nancy Ream 
1316 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  7-B-364 
 

 
Applicant: 
Nancy Ream 
1316 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of rear garage. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Nancy Ream steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She states 
that she is looking for approval to construct a two-car garage. She presents the 
plans and drawings for the garage and shows photos of other garages on the alley. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks if they are proposing windows. 

3. Ms. Ream states that they will be on the non-alley facing side only. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks about the windows in the garage door that are shown in the 
drawing. 

5. Ms. Ream says the drawing is inaccurate and that there will not be windows. 

6. Mr. Hogan asks about the material. 

7. Ms. Ream states that depending on financing they are looking at options ranging 
from T-111 to Hardie board. 

8. Mr. Hogan states that they probably can’t approve the T-111 for siding and 
suggests either a vertical board-and-batten siding or Hardie board siding instead. 
He states that they can approve the application with the final materials to be 
submitted to staff. 

9. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

10. Mr. Breck Craig steps to the podium; he is a neighbor and indicates his support for 
the project. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the construction of a rear garage with the 
conditions that the new garage doors do not have windows, that the exterior 
material be a board-and-batten material of either Hardie plank or wood, and that 
final materials and colors to be submitted to staff 



2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

1410 N. Franklin Street              Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Alichia Parker 
300 Adams Drive Apt 301 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15136 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-K-277 
 

 
Applicant: 
Alichia Parker 
300 Adams Drive Apt 301 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15136 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Alichia Parker steps to the podium; she is the owner of the property. She 
introduces Mr. Bob Baumbach, the architect, to goo through the revised drawings 

2. Mr. Baumbach shows photos of the existing conditions. He states that since the 
upper floor has existing vinyl windows, Ms. Parker would like to keep them at this 
time. He shows a drawing for the storefront window and goes through it. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony. 

4. Ms. Evelyn Jones steps to the podium. She asks about the material. 

5. Mr. Baumbach states that they are proposing and exterior-grade MDO for the 
panels and PVC trim board for the base and trim. They will use a historically-
accurate profile and will paint the trim. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the window and storefront replacement as 
submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

1440 W. North Avenue              Manchester Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Breck A. Craig 
1442 Hamlin Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  7-B-323 
 

 
Applicant: 
Breck A. Craig 
1442 Hamlin Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact installation of fencing. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Breck Craig steps to the podium; he is the owner of the property. He states 
that this is an after-the-fact installation of a fence; part of the fence he removed 
was wood and the rest was chain-link, and the new fence is wood. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the after-the-fact installation of fencing as 
submitted. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

223 Fourth Avenue        Market Square Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Benedum Trees Condo Association 
223 Fourth Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  1st 
 
Lot and Block:  1-H-181 
 

 
Applicant: 
Robert Pfaffmann 
223 Fourth Avenue, Ste. 800 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Conversion of side window to ADA entrance. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Rob Pfaffmann steps to the podium; he is the architect for the project. He 
explains the project, stating that they are looking to convert a window to a door to 
provide ADA access. He states that they are going through a parallel review 
process with PLI. He states that the door will be a three-hour hollow metal door to 
be painted dark green. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the conversion of a side window to an ADA 
entrance as submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Mr. Pfaffmann suggests that projects like this may in the future be allowed to be 
reviewed over-the-counter. 

5. The Commission states that they are working on it. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

411-413 N. Taylor Avenue 
512 N. Taylor Avenue 
514 N. Taylor Avenue 
1225 Sherman Avenue 

 
 
 
Mexican War Streets Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Northside Associates 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-125, 23-J-215, 
23-J-214, 23-K-175 
 

 
Applicant: 
Mistick Construction 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  3/17/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Marty Hutton with Mistick Construction steps to the podium. He also 
introduces Dan Hudoch and Jim Noe from LGA Architects. He presents his 
updated packets including photos, plans, elevations, and materials. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks him for more information about the materials, as those will be the 
same across all buildings. 

3. Mr. Hutton goes over the materials. 

4. Mr. Hogan asks to go through the scope of work for each address. 

5. Mr. Hutton goes over the scope for 411-413 N. Taylor Avenue, including 
installation of new windows and blocking out of two windows. 

6. Mr. Falcone asks if the windows can be blocked from the interior. 

7. Mr. Hutton states that they are concerned about heat build-up. He also talks about 
replacing some wooden headers that don’t have windows with masonry. 

8. Mr. Hogan and Mr. Falcone suggest concrete lintels instead as was talked about at 
the last meeting. 

9. Mr. Hutton talks about the rear porch and material. He moves on to work at 512 
and 514 N. Taylor Avenue, including repainting/restaining the brick. He states that 
the main work on these buildings is the partial demolition and reconstruction of 
the rear additions. He talks about the construction and materials of the additions. 
He also presents the color palette for the projects. He moves on to 1225 Sherman 
Avenue, stating that this building used to have a storefront that was covered over, 
and they are proposing to restore it.  



10. Mr. Hogan asks about the side window, which looks like an infill panel above a 
smaller window. 

11. Mr. Hutton states that it is the kitchen window. 

12. Mr. Hogan states that they should retain the original window opening and treat it 
internally if necessary. He asks about the storefront materials. 

13. Mr. Hutton states that the storefront will be wood. 

14. Mr. Hogan asks about the fence shown that is covering a trash enclosure. He asks 
if they can use a straight-top fence rather than a dog-eared fence. 

15. Mr. Hutton says yes. 

16. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the building renovations for 411-413 N. Taylor 
Avenue as submitted, with the condition that vinyl windows are permitted in the 
rear, the fence be a solid-slat fence with a straight top, and all other materials and 
colors be as submitted in the documents. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the building renovations for 512 N. Taylor Avenue 
as submitted, with the condition that rear and front windows be wood, and with all 
other materials to be as submitted in the documents. 

5. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

6. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

7. Mr. Serrao motions to approve building renovations for 514 N. Taylor Avenue, 
with the condition that rear and front windows be wood, and with all other 
materials to be as submitted in the documents. 

8. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

9. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

10. Mr. Serrao motions to approve building renovations for 1225 Sherman Avenue as 
submitted, with the conditions that the trash enclosure be a solid slat fence with a 
straight top and the side window be a full window. 

11. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

12. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 7, 2017 

Stephen Foster Memorial 
4301 Forbes Avenue 

 
Oakland Civic Center Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Amy Korb 
University of Pittsburgh 
3400 Forbes Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-S-125 

 
Applicant: 
Elijah Dolly 
CFB Architects 
606 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  8th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of an elevator addition. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Canard Grigsby, architect for the University of Pittsburgh, steps to the 
podium. He states that they are proposing an addition to the Stephen Foster 
Memorial. He introduces John Valley, the project manager, and Elijah Dolly, the 
project architect. He states that they have been charged with paying homage to and 
being respectful of the original architecture, and were commission to do studies, 
code review, and develop options for ADA access. He states that the precedent is 
the elevator addition that was completed on Heinz Chapel several years ago. They 
have considered materials, massing, and the placement of the addition and how it 
responds to the public realm. 

2. Mr. John Valley steps to the podium. He presents the project, including the 
renderings of the addition from two viewpoints. He states that the intent is to not 
mimic but pay homage to the architecture, and he states that they have stone 
samples from the same quarry and are looking to match the existing stone. They 
have tried to keep the addition simple and pay homage to the massing and shape 
of the building. He talks about the door, stating that they are looking at options 
including wood and steel and glass, which they would prefer. 

3. Mr. Serrao states that they are lucky in that the building has a lot of different box-
like massing on the exterior, and that being the case, he feels that making the wall 
flat instead of buttressed would blend in better. 

4. Mr. Hogan agrees. He states that the materials are harmonious. He talks about the 
window and states that it might work better if it had a deeper recess. 

5. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the construction of an elevator addition, with the 
condition that final samples of the stone material and door material and color, as 
well as final construction documents showing that the recess facing Forbes will be 
a deeper recess and the buttress wall will be flat. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

905 Liberty Avenue           Penn-Liberty Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Lofts at Liberty 
905 Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-N-60 
 

 
Applicant: 
FranJo Construction Corp 
335 E. 7th Avenue 
Homestead, Pa 15120 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  6th 
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Cindy Kamin steps to the podium; she is the building manager. She presents 
the proposal for window replacement. 

2. Mr. Jason Brown from Window Systems steps to the podium. He further explains 
the proposal. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the window replacement as submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; Mr. Serrao, Mr. Hogan, Mr. Harless, and Mr. Falcone 
are in favor and Mr. Gastil abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

218 Tennyson Avenue      Schenley Farms Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Clifford Rowe 
218 Tennyson Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  4th 
 
Lot and Block:  27-G-216 
 

 
Applicant: 
Clifford Rowe 
218 Tennyson Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Application Received:  4/13/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of fencing. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Clifford Rowe presents his proposal for installation of fencing. 

2. Mr. Hogan asks for public testimony; there is none. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions to approve the fencing as submitted. 

2. Mr. Harless seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; Mr. Serrao, Mr. Hogan, Mr. Harless, and Mr. Falcone 
are in favor and Mr. Gastil abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 3, 2017 

Winter Homes 
2314-16 Brownsville Road 

                             
      Historic District Nomination     

 
Owner: 
Natalia Rudiak & Garnett Diethorn 

 
Ward:  29th 
 
Lot and Block:  95-M-310,312 

 
Nominator: 
Natalia Rudiak, Garnett Diethorn, & the Carrick 
Overbrook Historical Society 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Nomination Received:  3/24/17 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for designation as a historic district. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the district. She identifies the criteria for 
designation outlined in the nomination, which are Criterion 2, identification 
with a person or persons who significantly contributed to the cultural, historic, 
architectural, archaeological, or related aspect of the development of the City of 
Pittsburgh, State of Pennsylvania, Mid-Atlantic region, or the United States, 
Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or design 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, 
materials, or craftsmanship, and Criterion 8, exemplification of a significant 
pattern of neighborhood development or settlement. She also finds that the 
property retains significant integrity. 

2. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Serrao motions that the Commission finds that the nomination has merit and 
will move to a hearing next month. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Hogan asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
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