
Pittsburgh Shade Tree Commission 

November 13, 2019 Minutes  

3rd floor DPW Large Conference Room 

Minutes 

 

1.   Matt motioned to approve Octobers minutes, Lisa second the motion, the motion carried.  

2.  City Forester Report- Pruning and removal contracts are currently being completed. The 

city will be hosting a pruners test on November 21st 2019. City Forestry will be putting up the 

2019 Holiday Tree this coming Saturday November 16, 2019. The tree will be coming from 

Springdale this year. Light up Night will be Friday November 22nd.  

3.  Tree Pittsburgh Report- Tree Pittsburgh is 2/3rds of the way through Fall planting. 

Weather has been an issue, tree planting events had to be postponed and rescheduled.  

Upcoming tree Vitalize planting events will be held in Lawrenceville and Squirrel Hill. Also 

T P will work with Chatham University on a tree planting on 5th Ave.    

Matt reported the Tree Pittsburgh 3 year Strategic Plan should wrap up by the end of 

December.  

Tree Pittsburgh is hosting their annual Volunteer Holiday Party in December.  Tree 

Pittsburgh will also be selling Christmas trees at their facility this year. They are currently 

taking preorders. 

4.  2020 priorities-    Assistant Director Newman requested the PSTC to increase the 

previously requested contribution of $75,000 for a replacement Bucket Truck by $25,000 for 

a total of $100,000.  

The Chair noted that the funding is available considering the current Alternative Compliance 

policy of putting A. C. monies back into a general fund when neighborhoods are not able to 

use the funds within a two-year period.  Mardi also noted that she is recommending going 

forward that we not try to reconcile Alternative Compliance funding since the Public Works 

accounting system does not support encumbering and tracking expenditures by 

neighborhoods. 
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The Chair suggested a review of the Alternative Compliance policy.  Due to PLI and Zoning 

Departments new electronic payment system tracking will become even more complicated, 

for deposits, Marcelle and Lisa C are working on a reporting system.  

Andrea K. motioned to explore revising the current A/C policy with a subcommittee. Alicia 

C. Seconded the motion, the motion carried.  Matt E., Alicia C, and Andrea K., Rebecca K. 

and Lisa C. volunteered to be on the subcommittee. 

2020 Priorities Notations 

Revise Pittsburgh Article XIII to reflect DOMI and Public Works responsibilities. 

Keep Utility Compliance officer position. It will be part of the 2020 DPW budget   

Add ornamentals to the revised approved species list. 

For the Bucket Truck matching funds, Andrea K motioned to increase the previously 

requested contribution of $75,000 for a replacement Bucket Truck by $25,000 for a total 

contribution of $100,000. Emily M. seconded motion. The motioned carried.  

Rebecca motioned to approve the 2020 Priorities as amended. Kristin S. second the motion. 

Matt Erb abstained. The motion carried.  

** The chair clarified that each individual item will be voted on as a separate matter as it 

comes before the commission for consideration.  

5. Mayors meeting update-  Mardi I. updated the commission on the annual meeting with 

the Mayor. A discussion took place on accomplishments and goals that were addressed 

during the meeting. Alicia added that the Mayor’s office wants to be informed when large 

scale projects effect the City’s overall canopy. Notification will be through Dan Gilman. 

6.  ONE PGH update-   Rebecca updated the commission on the ONE PGH 501C3 non-

profit and gave a brief description on how she believes the account will work. A lengthy 

discussion took place regarding the ONE PGH program. Rebeca will keep Commissioners 

updated. 

7.  New Business-    Mardi I. informed the STC that the 2020 Meeting Calendar follows 

agenda.  Earth Day 50th year anniversary is in 2020. Lisa C. suggested to get City Council 

involved and try to plant at least 50 trees in each council district.  Alicia added that STC 

should also host a tree planting.  

8.  Old Business- Rebecca updated the Commission on Climate Action 3.0. She plans to 

bring completed plan to the January’s meeting. 

Andrea K. motion to adjourn. 

  


