
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of November 4, 2020 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 
Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 
Richard Snipe Sarah Quinn 
David Green  
Karen Loysen  
Matthew Falcone  
James Hill  

 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the October 2020 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone 
moves to approve and Ms. Loysen seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and 
motion carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in October 2020, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

    
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn gives a short staff report. 
2. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn until 1:00pm. 
3. Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn until 1:00pm. 
4. Ms. Loysen seconds. 
5. All are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:00pm. 
6. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:00pm. 

 
Adjourn: 

 
Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Loysen seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  
City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 
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Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

 
2016 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Gina & Steven Super 
1135 Greenlawn Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15220 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-K-21 

 
Applicant: 
Gina & Steven Super 
1135 Greenlawn Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15220 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  7/28/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact painting of brick facade. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Gina Super speaks as the owner of the property. She explains the work that 

was done. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that they did review the 
project and have no big issues with it. They do commend the owners for their 
restoration efforts. He states that they find it credible that the brick was painted in 
the past, and they would have preferred that they would have considered removing 
the paint, but they do not have objections to the work as completed. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for further comments from the Commissioners. She seconds Mr. 
Russ and advises that the applicant should go through the correct process in the 
future and adds that she has no further concerns. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Loysen notes that appropriate paint should be used on historic brick. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

 
1713-1715 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
John & Deborah Catanese 
1713 E. Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-E-310,311 

 
Applicant: 
David J. McLean 
McLean Architects, LLC 
809 Bingham Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  7/6/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Proposal to remedy after-the-fact storefront alterations. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. David McLean speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 

and goes through the presentation. He clarifies that after meeting with the LRC, 
they are proposing to remove the existing tile and restore or replace the underlying 
material to its previous condition. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He confirms what was discussed at the 
LRC. He states that both buildings went through a restoration process in 2009, so 
it was upsetting to see the alterations that were done last summer. He states that 
they are in support of the proposal to remove the tile and go from there.  

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments and questions from Commissioners. 

5. Ms. Quinn suggests approval of the removal of the tile and to have the applicant 
come back with updates and photos to determine the right course of action. 

6. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that they have done this before with projects that 
involve exploratory demolition. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that the wood blocking can also be removed. She 
states that she is glad to see the applicant and the LRC working together. 

8. Mr. Hill agrees. 

9. Ms. Loysen states that they may want to look at the approval from 2009 as well. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the removal of tile from 1713 and 1715 E. Carson 

Street and that the applicant should return to the Commission next month with 
documentation of what lies underneath and a proposed plan to address the 
storefronts. 



2. Ms. Loysen amends the motion to specify the approval is for removal of the 
metallic tile. 

3. Ms. Aguirre adds the wood blocking. 

4. Mr. Falcone accepts the amendment to specify metallic tile and wood blocking are 
to be removed. 

5. Mr. Green seconds. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

 
2529 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Brian S. Delo 
Faros Construction 
100 S. Commons 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-M-304 

 
Applicant: 
Taran Spielvogel 
Desmone Architects 
3400 Butler Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  9/11/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building alterations. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Jen Bee speaks as one of the architects for the project. She explains the project 

and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the HRC. He states that the applicants have 
updated the presentation since the DAM, but the LRC did get a chance to review 
the updated presentation. He states that they are in favor of the second design 
(6A). He states that they appreciate the relocation of the doors to the East Carson 
side, but they have concerns about bringing the sidelites all the way down to the 
sidewalk and would like to see a base in that area. He states that they appreciate 
the awning and the setback of the entrances, and they have no objections to the 
side elevation, although he states that the windows should not be vinyl except on 
the rear. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments and questions from the Commissioners. She states 
that she agrees with the LRC that option 6A is more commercial and goes better 
with the guidelines. She agrees about the glass and that the same line should be 
maintained. 

5. Ms. Loysen asks if vinyl windows were approved on the building as a whole. 

6. Ms. Aguirre states that it might be something to check, but she agrees that vinyl 
should not be introduced. 

7. Ms. Bee states that Brain Delo, representing the owner, may be able to answer that 
question. 

8. Mr. Delo confirms that the current windows are vinyl. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that the building is new construction, and the difference 
between the look of vinyl and aluminum would be negligible. He states that he 
wants to see consistency in this building, and he states that to the LRCs comments 



they are here to manage future trends in historic districts to ensure 
appropriateness. 

10. Mr. Hill agrees. 

11. Ms. Aguirre agrees. She asks for other comments on the storefront. 

12. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the options 6A and 6B with the extension of the 

bottom panels as discussed. 

2.  Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

 
404 N. Taylor Avenue 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Paul & Lisa Bakowski 
404 N. Taylor Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-62 

 
Applicant: 
Duke Britton 
512 Knoll Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  9/16/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Construction of rear carport with deck. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Duke Britton speaks on behalf of the project. He explains the project and goes 

through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Loysen notes that the most significant characteristic of Sampsonia Way is its 
creativity, and states that this project is not like the historic buildings or the more 
creative solutions but somewhere in between. 

4. The Commission views the other garages on the street in the context photos. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that she is a little bit concerned about having a carport with a 
door but no walls even just for maintenance concerns. She states that the railing 
may be an issue as well. She states that the project is fairly visible as it is right 
across the street from the Mattress Factory’s artist houses. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that keeping to a more utilitarian character might be best. He 
recommends pushing the railing back 3 or 4 feet so it will be less visible. He states 
that the garage door is fine as long as it doesn’t have windows. 

7. Mr. Britton confirms that the door doesn’t have windows. 

8. Mr. Falcone states that the Commission does not usually see carports and is 
concerned about the visibility from certain angles. 

9. Mr. Britton states that there is a fence so there would not be visibility into the 
carport. 

10. Mr. Falcone recommends instead that they use siding such as Hardie board so it 
appears more enclosed. 

11. Ms. Quinn states that staff can meet with the applicant on-site to look at the 
context and visibility. 



12. Mr. Falcone states that it seems like everyone is agreement that this should be 
tabled for 30 days for the applicant to work with staff. He asks if there is any other 
guidance that the Commission can provide. 

13. Mr. Dash states that the structure shouldn’t be a hybrid of too many things at once. 
He feels that that more basic is better as well as minimizing the visual impact. 

14. Ms. Loysen agrees that the structure would be better as part of the background. 

15. Mr. Britton agrees and states that they just wanted to go a little bit contemporary 
as a nod to the art on the street. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

 
Northside Residences 
Alpine & Arch Streets 

                                                                      
 

MWS Historic District Expansion 
 
Owner:  
October Real Estate Holdings LLC 
610 Lockhart Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  Various 

 
Applicant: 
Cipriani Studios 
650 Wahington Road, Suite 400 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  6/18/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Construction of new residences. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Doug Van Haitsma speaks on behalf of the project. He explains the proposal 

for the Arch Street properties. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She acknowledges a letter 
received from ACCA in support of the project as a whole but deferring to the HRC 
in matters of design and appropriateness. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks if there is overhang on the roof or if it is a parapet. 

4. Mr. Van Haitsma states that there is a small overhang. 

5. Ms. Quinn states that the proposal has come a long way from what was originally 
presented. She states that the façade is reading as very flat, which is what they are 
going for, but she states the design could benefit from additional detail or 
thickness at the top. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that she prefers the flat panel design rather than the horizontal 
siding as it sets the new construction apart from the historic buildings. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees that the panel design fits into the context of the neighborhood 
while still looking modern. She asks about the material of the steps and base. 

8. Mr. Van Haitsma states that the steps are poured concrete and the base will 
probably be block with parging. 

9. Mr. Falcone is in agreement with the other Commissioners and states that he 
would like to see alteration to the overhang. 

10. Mr. Van Haitsma states that would help with water issues so he is willing to make 
that change. 

11. Ms. Loysen states that the flatness of the façade is fine but they may want to think 
about the detailing on the windows. 



12. Mr. Van Haitsma states that they could set the windows back to give them a bit 
more depth. 

13. Ms. Aguirre agrees. She states that she would like to see the project come back for 
the final details. 

14. Mr. Falcone asks what kind of details she would like to see. 

15. Ms. Aguirre states that she just wants to make sure nothing changes in the final 
plans once everything is added. 

16. Mr. Green suggests that they can list specific concerns and have staff review the 
final proposal. 

17. Mr. Van Haitsma explains the proposal for the Alpine Avenue properties. 

18. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments from the Commissioners. She states that last time 
they had concerns about the garage doors, but looking at the context of the alley it 
may not be as much of an issue. 

19. Mr. Dash states that he wants to push back on that a little bit, as there has been 
new construction in the area recently with no front-facing garages. He states that 
some of the existing parking is on half-lots and could very easily become infill 
construction in the future. He would like to see the applicant explore alternative 
locations for the parking. 

20. Ms. Loysen adds that if there is not an alternative location they can look at 
alternative garage doors. She mentions some examples from Amsterdam where the 
garage doors looked like they belonged on the streetscape. 

21. Ms. Aguirre states that looking at the examples that Mr. Dash mentioned she does 
agree with his assessment. 

22. Mr. Falcone talks about the relationship to the existing building and states that 
there could be an opportunity to relocate the parking and restore integrity to the 
existing building. 

23. The Commission talks about the possibility of approval of alternate doors. 

24. Ms. Quinn states that the Commission can table these houses for the applicant to 
do further research. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve 1509 and 1511 Arch with the condition that the 

overhang be extended, that the window depth be enhanced, and that all final 
materials be submitted to staff for review and approval. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Mr. Dash moves to table the Alpine Avenue properties for 30 days to investigate 
alternatives to the location of parking or the garage doors. 

5. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

 
1212 Sherman Avenue 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 
Owner:  
Julia Calder 
1212 Sherman Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-238 

 
Applicant: 
Julia Calder 
1212 Sherman Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  8/24/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Replacement of wooden siding with Hardie siding. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Julia Calder speaks on behalf of the project. She explains the project and goes 

through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the proposed renovations with the condition that 

the Hardie siding replicate the appropriate width for historic properties in the 
district and that the applicant work with staff to ensure that the surrounding trim 
is appropriate. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

 
1030 Murray Hill Avenue 

                                                                   
Murray Hill Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Bigelow Property Services 
233 Spahr Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

 
Ward:  14th 
 
Lot and Block:  85-F-73 

 
Applicant: 
Steven Hawkins 
Sgh Architects 
5509 Kamm Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15206 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  
 
Application Received:  8/2/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact window replacement. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Steven Hawkins speaks as the architect for the project. He explains what was 

done as far as the window replacement and goes through the pictures. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She acknowledges the 
comments from the Development Activities Meeting that was held with the 
community group. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Green moves to deny the application and recommends that the applicant 

revise the window proposal to comply with the guidelines and submit to staff for 
review and approval. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 4, 2020 

915 Liberty Avenue       Penn-Liberty Historic District     

 
Owner:  
Matt Barnett 
Day3Design 
1414 Commons Lane 
Bridgeville, Pa 15017 

 
Ward:  2nd 
 
Lot and Block:  9-N-58 

 
Applicant: 
Matt Barnett 
Day3Design 
1414 Commons Lane 
Bridgeville, Pa 15017 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  10/6/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously-approved plans. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Matt Barnett speaks as the owner of the property and also introduces Ryan 

Croyle and Paige Hetland from the project team. He explains the alterations to the 
proposal and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Dash moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC –November 4,  2020 

Mellon Park                Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
City of Pittsburgh 

 
Ward: 7th & 14th 
 
Lot and Block:  Various 

 
Nominator: 
Elizabeth Seamons 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:   
 
Nominations Received:  9/22/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Quinn makes a short presentation on the park. She states that the nominator 

found that the park is significant under Criterion 3, exemplification of an 
architectural type, style or design distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness, 
or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or craftsmanship, but there may be 
other applicable Criteria. She also states that the park does retain integrity and 
recommends that the Commission makes a positive recommendation to City 
Council. 

 
2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. She mentions that several letters of support 

were received for the nomination and reads the commenters’ names into the 
record. 
 

3. Ms. Kathleen Ferrington speaks in support of the nomination. 
 

4. Ms. Elizabeth Seamans speaks in support of the nomination. 
 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments from Commissioners. 

6. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to make a positive recommendation to City Council based on 
Criterion 3. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – December 2020 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – November 2020  
Staff 

Approval 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 20-128 2-Nov-20 1309 Columbus Avenue Manchester Building renovations 

C 20-129 9-Nov-20 2016 E Carson Street 
East Carson 

Street 
After-the-fact painting of brick 

façade 

C 20-130 9-Nov-20 2529 E Carson Street 
East Carson 

Street Building alterations 

C 20-131 9-Nov-20 915 Liberty Avenue Penn-Liberty 
Alterations to previously-

approved plans 

C 20-132 9-Nov-20 1212 Sherman Avenue 
Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 
Replacement of wooden siding 

with Hardie siding 

C 

20-133 (partial--
removal of after-
the-fact tile only)  9-Nov-20 1713-1715 E Carson Street 

East Carson 
Street 

Proposal to remedy after-the-
fact storefront alterations 

C 20-134 12-Nov-20 810 Arch Street Individual 
HVAC upgrades including 

installation of louvers 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 20-135 12-Nov-20 510 Lockhart Street Deutschtown 

Façade alterations including 
after-the-fact alteration of 

front stoop 

S 20-136 19-Nov-20 1411 Arch Street 
Mexican War 

Streets Expansion Painting 

S 20-137 23-Nov-20 1502 E Carson Street 
East Carson 

Street Storefront restoration 

S 20-138 23-Nov-20 1220 E Carson Street 
East Carson 

Street Signage 

S 20-139 24-Nov-20 5 Market Square Market Square In-kind façade renovations 

S 20-140 24-Nov-20 1124 Sheffield Street Manchester In-kind porch repairs 
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