
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of April 7, 2021 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 
Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 
Richard Snipe Sarah Quinn 
David Green  
Karen Loysen  
Matthew Falcone  
James Hill  

 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  
 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the March 2020 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone 
moves to approve and Ms. Loysen seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and 
motion carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in February 2021, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 
 
Certificate of Economic Hardship—1218 Buena Vista Street: 
 
1. The Commission discusses the Certificate of Economic Hardship application that was 

received. 
2. Mr. Dash states that there are posting and mailing requirements. 
3. Ms. Quinn states that those items have not been completed. 
4. Mr. Green states that a public hearing is required as well. 
5. The Commission discusses the timeframe and determines that with the application 

being received on March 15th, they have 60 days to schedule a public hearing, and the 
May 5th HRC hearing will be in this time frame. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that staff will schedule the public hearing as part of the May 5th 
agenda and will complete all required postings and mailings. 
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Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn shares information about work being done by community groups on developing 
art guidelines for historic districts. 

2. Mr. Hill shares information about potential rehabilitation of the National Negro Opera 
House. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn until 1:05pm. 
4. [Not recorded] moves to adjourn. 
5. [Not recorded] seconds. 
6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:05pm. 
7. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:05pm. She calls role and confirms that a 

quorum is still present before moving to Hearing and Action. 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Green moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Hill seconds 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
911 Galveston Avenue 

                                                                     
Allegheny West Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Delta Foundation 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  7-D-151 

 
Applicant: 
David Morgan 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  3/19/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Alterations to previously-approved plans for potential new 
owner. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. David Morgan speaks as the architect for the project. He also states that 

Martin Healey is present to answer question about the ownership. He explains the 
alterations to the previously-approved proposal that they are requesting on the 
side elevation. 

2. Ms. Quinn clarifies that the vinyl windows on the side of the building were a 
violation and states that the Allegheny West LRC will have more information on 
what was done. 

3. Mr. Martin Healey speaks as president of the board of the Delta Foundation, the 
owner of the property. He states that he knows the unresolved building issues have 
been a headache for the Commission and the community and states that they are 
looking to find the best buyer that will be able to take care of the property. He 
apologizes for the situation and states that they are eager to get it resolved. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

5. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that this is a very 
significant building and highly visible and has been a headache for many years. 
She states that the team did meet with the LRC and stated that they were going to 
follow the proposal for the storefront as was approved, which was not talked about 
today. She would like clarification if that is still the case. She states that the LRC 
was in support of what was presented to them and if anything has been changed 
they would like the application to be tabled. 

6. Mr. John Desantis states that he would like the HRC to support the request of the 
LRC to meet with them again and clarify the project if it has changed. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She allows follow-
up from the applicant. 

8. Mr. Morgan clarifies that they will be doing all the work that was approved and 



they are only asking for the three windows and garage door on the Dounton Way 
elevation to remain as they are. 

9. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments and questions from the Commissioners. 

10. Mr. Falcone states that he remembers how controversial this project was and how 
passionate the neighbors were that the issues be corrected. He would like to make 
sure the LRC is comfortable with the project as presented. 

11. The Commission discusses the vinyl windows on the Dounton Way elevation. 

12. Ms. Quinn gives some background on the project and states that she believes the 
applicant was in court for the violations. 

13. Mr. Hill asks if the Commission changes their decision, if it would affect any court 
orders. 

14. Ms. Quinn states that she isn’t sure but she could check with the law department, 

15. Mr. Hill states that they should perhaps table the application so they can find out 
for sure. 

16. Ms. Aguirre agrees. 

17. Mr. Falcone states again that he wants to make sure the neighbors are in full 
support. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Hill moves to table the application for one month. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
845 Western Avenue 

                                                                     
Allegheny West Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Live Fresh Juicery 
845 Western Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  8-A-43 

 
Applicant: 
Ryan England 
CityStudio 
5150 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15224 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  3/19/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including new side entrance. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Ryan England speaks on behalf of the project. He explains the project and goes 

through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that the LRC supports 
this plan. She mention that the signage placement is appropriate and goes over 
their recommendations for the signage. She states that another recommendation 
would be to restore the transom over the door and include the building address on 
it. She states that the ramp on the side is minimally visible from any right-of-way. 

4. Ms. Aguirre acknowledges the email received from the LRC. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Dash asks if they considered removing the front step to make it accessible. 

6. Mr. England states that would be what they would prefer but explains the technical 
challenges that made it challenging. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that she is OK with the location on the side as presented. 

8. Ms. Quinn asks about lighting on the side entrance. 

9. Mr. England states that they will need lighting there and they are proposing 
sconces on either side of the door. 

10. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations with the condition that lighting and 

signage should be submitted to staff for final approval. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 



3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
1321-27 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Robert Mullin 
Penrose Advisors LLC 
437 Grant St., Ste. 1802 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-137 

 
Applicant: 
Nick Miller 
Next Architecture 
1133 Penn Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  3/19/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including installation of security system. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Nick Miller speaks on behalf of the project. He explains the project and goes 

through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He would like some clarification on 
what was presented, primarily the second and third floor windows on the East 
Carson side. He states that they feel the original windows are very distinctive; they 
were restored in the 1990s but have not been well maintained. They are less 
concerned about the 14th Street side windows. He talks about painting that was 
done on the storefronts without approval which he would like to see addressed. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for clarification from 
the applicant. 

5. Mr. Miller clarifies that they only plan on replacing the window sashes as 
presented to the LRC. He addresses the painting issues and states that they are not 
part of the application although the owner does plan on addressing the violations. 

6. Mr. Robert Mullin speaks as the owner of the property. He states that the graffiti 
on the storefront is being addressed.  

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments and questions from Commissioners. 

8. Ms. Loysen addresses the windows and states that she is concerned that the 
appearance and profile of the windows would change with double glazing. She 
states that she has found the double glazing does not add very much for energy 
savings. 

9. The Commission discusses the windows. 

10. Ms. Aguirre asks if the entry pedestal will be in the public right-of-way. 

11. Mr. Miller states that it will be in the alcove space on the property and not in the 



public right-of-way. 

12. Ms. Loysen states that they will want to be sure of their ADA clearances. 

13. Ms. Aguirre states that they will need a drawing. 

14. Ms. Loysen states that she would like more documentation on the windows. 

15. Ms. Aguirre states that she is fine with the painting being done under a separate 
application if the owner or tenant are addressing it. 

16. Mr. Snipe agrees that he would like to see drawings on the windows and entry 
pedestal. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Snipe moves to table the application for 30 days for the applicant to bring back 

drawings and renderings for the entry pedestal and windows. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
2009 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Franklin Bioscience-Penn LLC 
PO Box 718 
Abington, Pa 19001 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-F-137 

 
Applicant: 
Collin Robinson 
The Sheward Partnership 
2300 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphia, Pa 19103 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  1/7/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including new rear door openings. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Brittany Collier speaks on behalf of the project. She explains the project and 

goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that they worked closely with 
the applicant and Ms. Collier in particular. On the rear, they talked with the 
applicant about repainting the back of the façade and well as turning the corner 
and painting the damaged area on the side. He states that they would like to see 
the rest of the side remain unpainted so perhaps they can bring a painting plan to 
staff with the two areas delineated. He talks about the garage door and suggests 
that final specifications should be submitted to staff for review, as it can be 
industrial and commercial but should not be a mill-finish pull-down security door. 
He states that the applicant has done everything they asked on the front of the 
building, including using clear glass and providing screening solutions on the 
interior. He states they also requested clear glass in the transoms with signage or 
something on the insides. He states that the projecting sign is appropriate but the 
gooseneck lamps are not appropriate on this modern building. He states that there 
was a light bar to illuminate the signage and suggests they do something like that. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for comments and questions from Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Snipe states that he is comfortable with the project and appreciative that the 
applicant was able to work with the community to come to a solution. 

6. Mr. Falcone asks if the applicant would be comfortable making the changes 
suggested. 

7. Ms. Collier states that they are. 

8. Ms. Loysen states that the proposal works with the building and although it is a 
challenge to have a medical facility in a location like this she thinks they have 



handled it well. 

9. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that it is good to see the applicant working with the 
community. She asks if the Commission wants to see this come back at all for 
anything. 

10. The Commissioners agree that it looks good and should not need to come back. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the renovations as submitted with the conditions 

listed by the LRC. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds and clarifies that that includes the gooseneck lighting being 
eliminated and painting of the garage door and rear masonry. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
New Granada Theater 
2007 Centre Avenue 

                                                                    
 

Individual Landmark 
 
Owner:  
New Granada Development, LLC 
2015 Centre Avenue, 2nd Floor 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15219 

 
Ward:  5th 
 
Lot and Block:  10-N-261 

 
Applicant: 
Milton Ogot 
320 Anthon Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15235 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  8/1/19 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Restoration of historic theater. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Marimba Milliones speaks as president and CEO of the Hill CDC. She speaks 

about the community goals and this project’s part in those. She introduces Milton 
Ogot to give additional background on the project. 

2. Mr. Ogot speaks as the architect for the project. He gives some background on the 
project and states that they are back with the additional details that were 
requested. He states that they also received preliminary approval from the SHPO. 
He introduces Ryan England who is also working on the project. 

3. Mr. England explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Falcone states that having been present for the several iterations of this 
project, he appreciates the team’s approach to this tremendous historic restoration 
and is very comfortable with what has been proposed. 

6. Mr. Hill agrees and commends the team. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees that it is exciting to finally see this building come alive and be a 
jewel in the Hill again. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the restoration as submitted. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
1021 Allegheny Avenue 

                                                                     
Manchester Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Tyler Porco 
1021 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-S-53 

 
Applicant: 
Tyler Porco 
1021 Allegheny Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  2/15/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact window replacement. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Alison Porco speaks as the owner of the project. She explains their window 

replacement project. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Timothy Zinn states that these homes were renovated by the Allegheny West 
Civic Council a number of years ago and the windows were replaced with wood at 
that time. He states that the front first-floor window was a double-hung window 
and it was changed to a single pane. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional comment; there is none. She asks for comments 
and questions from Commissioners. 

5. Ms. Loysen states that the first floor window has a Craftsman style and is out of 
character with the rest of the house and row. 

6. Mr. Falcone states that in a row like this, uniformity of style and design is more 
important even than the materiality. He states that ideally the windows would be 
wood, but he is most concerned about the design of the first floor window. 

7. Mr. Green asks if the muntins are removable or not. 

8. Ms. Porco says that it is on the inside and may be able to be removed. 

9. Mr. Green asks the other Commissioners if removal of the muntins may be 
acceptable. 

10. Mr. Falcone states that if they are on the inside they may not have purview over 
them. 

11. The Commission discusses the application. 



 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the after-the-fact window replacement with the 

exception of the first floor picture window, which should be replaced with a one-
over-one double-hung window to match the adjacent homes. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, Mr. Falcone, Mr. 
Dash, and Mr. Green are in favor and Ms. Aguirre abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
1313 Pennsylvania Avenue 

                                                                     
Manchester Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Marie Seftas 
3 Allegheny Center #713 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-160 

 
Applicant: 
Marie Seftas 
3 Allegheny Center #713 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  3/4/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact building renovations including installation of 
metal roof. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Marie Seftas speaks as the owner of the property. She explains the work that 

was done and goes through the presentation. She states that she received a citation 
for a window replacement, but that was done before she purchased the house. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She suggests that they take the 
application item by item and asks how the Commissioners feel about the roof 
replacement. 

3. Mr. Falcone states that although they don’t get a lot of applications for metal roofs 
they are much more appropriate than shingles, and he is in support. 

4. Ms. Aguirre agrees. She asks about the siding at the rear. 

5. Ms. Quinn states that based on the photos it is not very visible from the public 
right-of-way. 

6. Ms. Aguirre agrees. She asks about the windows. 

7. Mr. Hill states that they were there when she purchased the house. 

8. Ms. Aguirre states that they have asked current owners to address work done by 
previous owners. 

9. Ms. Loysen agrees and states that it seems to come up too often. 

10. Ms. Quinn asks what the items were that were listed on the citation. 

11. Ms. Spooner explains that the owner was cited by the building inspector for both 
the work she did including the roof and siding as well as the window replacement 
the previous owner did. 

12. Mr. Green states that there are questions of if there is a point at which it is 
inappropriate to raise issues for a property owner if they are not caught in a timely 
fashion. He states that while there may not have been permits, there may be a 



vesting of rights depending on how timely a violation was identified, and it is his 
guess that a local magistrate would not be sympathetic to the violation, although 
that shouldn’t deter their decision today. In his personal opinion, five years later is 
a little late in the game, especially if the owner has changed, but he understands 
that some may feel differently. 

13. Mr. Dash asks if the approval could be conditional upon any future window 
replacement going back to wood. 

14. Ms. Quinn states that there are questions of enforcement and also consistency. 

15. Mr. Falcone states that the work that the owner is responsible for is appropriate, 
and the larger discussion of accountability is important and worth further 
discussion. He states that the Commission is charged with protecting the historic 
integrity of the district in particular, and he feels that some violations like this one 
may not be caught because, while still an issue, they may not have significant 
impact on the integrity of the district itself. He states that he feels comfortable 
making a motion. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the after-the-fact renovations, including the roof 

replacement, as submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Mr. Hill, Mr. Falcone, Mr. Dash, and Mr. 
Green are in favor and Ms. Aguirre abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
1242 Palo Alto Street 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 
Owner:  
Eloho Ufomata Campbell 
1242 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-129 

 
Applicant: 
Eloho Ufomata Campbell 
1242 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/12/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Window replacement with aluminum-clad wooden windows. 

Discussion: 
1. Ms. Eloho Ufomata Campbell and Mr. Bradley Campbell speak as owners of the 

property. They explain their project and go through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She comments that looking at the historic photo 
that was provided by staff, there is little original fabric remaining, which makes 
this situation slightly different. 

3. Ms. Loysen agrees. 

4. Ms. Aguirre notes that the guidelines for the district do require wooden windows, 
and approving this proposal may open the door to other applicants. 

5. Mr. Falcone states that this proposal reminds him of the house they reviewed in 
Deutschtown with an addition on the front that had aluminum windows. He states 
that in both cases the historic integrity of the building had been so fundamentally 
altered that changing the materiality would not do anything to restore it. He states 
that it is possible for a full-scale restoration to be done, but he doesn’t feel that 
changing the materials of the existing features will have a negative impact on the 
historic integrity of the district. He is inclined to approve it while being clear that 
this is not precedent-setting for the district. 

6. Mr. Green states that he feels the Commission has been consistent about historic 
integrity and modification of materials. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the proposed renovations as submitted because of 

the lack of historic integrity of this building, and because the proposed windows 
will not diminish the integrity of the building and the district. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 



3. Ms. Loysen and Ms. Aguirre abstain 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Hill, Mr. Falcone, Mr. Dash, and Mr. Green are in 
favor and Ms. Loysen and Ms. Aguirre abstain. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 7, 2021 

 
1218-20 Arch Street 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 
Owner:  
Clint Myers 
Mistick Construction 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-355 

 
Applicant: 
Clint Myers 
Mistick Construction 
1300 Brighton Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  2/18/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  
Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including new rear door openings. 

Discussion: 
1. Mr. Clint Myers speaks on behalf of the project. He explains the project and goes 

through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners and states for the record that the drawings were 
prepared by the firm she works for, but she had no knowledge of the project prior 
to the hearing. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 
1. Mr. Green moves to approve the renovations as submitted with the condition that 

any missing details, such as specification for the light fixtures, should submitted to 
staff for final approval. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Ms. Loysen, Mr. Dash, and Mr. Green are in favor, Mr. 
Falcone is opposed, and Mr. Hill and Ms. Aguirre abstain. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC –April 7, 2021 

East Liberty Mellon Bank                Historic Nomination     

 
Owner: 
ARC CPPBGPA 010, LLC 

 
Ward: 8th 
 
Lot and Block:  84-C-51 

 
Nominator: 
Brittany Reilly 

Inspector:   
 
Council District:  9th 
 
Nominations Received:  2/22/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed:  Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Nomination for historic designation. 

Discussion: 
 

1. Ms. Aguirre states that they are looking at the viability of the nomination today and 
not necessarily taking public comment. 
 

2. Ms. Quinn states that they can take public comment if desired. She prefaces the 
nomination by stating that the owner of the property is a group out of Phoenix, AZ, but 
Citizens Bank has been the tenant for a long time and would like to act in place of the 
owner. She states that it is up to the Chair, but she feels that is a reasonable approach. 
She gives a short presentation on the property. She states that this nomination is 
unusual as the nomination as submitted does not support historic designation, 
however, the historical context materials provided with the nomination do support 
designation. She states that the nominator found that the property is significant under 
Criterion 3, exemplification of an architectural type, style or design distinguished by 
innovation, rarity, uniqueness, or overall quality of design, detail, materials, or 
craftsmanship. She states that the information provided referred to a style known as 
Functionalism, which she had concerns about. She had a conversation with Dr. Kai 
Gutschow of Carnegie Mellon University about the appropriateness of the term. Dr. 
Gutschow referred to it as “Pittsburgh Brick Brutal” like what is found on the CCAC 
campus. She states that the nominator also found the property significant under 
Criterion 5, exemplification of important planning and urban design techniques 
distinguished by innovation, rarity, uniqueness or overall quality of design or detail, as 
related to the East Liberty Renaissance 1 development, which she feels would be more 
appropriate as part of a district or park. She states that there was information 
provided with the nomination about an architectural program that Mellon Bank had 
and published a book on, but that was not explored in the nomination itself. Since this 
is the preliminary determination, that is something that can be researched before next 
month’s hearing. She states that a positive determination today means that any 
changes made to the building will have to be reviewed, and a negative determination 
means that changes will not have to be reviewed, but demolition will not be allowed. 
 



3. Ms. Aguirre asks for confirmation if Criteria 3 and 5 were the Criteria provided for 
designation, which the nomination does not seem to meet, but that additional 
documentation could be provided and research could be done into possible 
qualification for another Criterion. 

 
4. Ms. Quinn confirms. 
 
5. Ms. Aguirre asks for comment from the nominator. 
 
6. Ms. Brittany Reilly speaks as the nominator. She is on the board of Preservation 

Pittsburgh and is the Chair of the Modern Committee. She gives some history on the 
building. She states that the nomination does present Criteria 3 and 5 as well as 
Criterion 10, unique location or distinctive physical appearance representing an 
established and familiar visual feature of a neighborhood, community, of the City of 
Pittsburgh. She touches on each Criterion and the reasons why they believe they apply. 
For Criterion 3, she states that there is quite a bit of descriptive language in the 
nomination that is not tied to any particular architectural term. For Criterion 5, she 
states that structure by its siting and age is directly linked to the now-historic 
Pittsburgh Renaissance. She states that they address at length the successes, 
challenges, and failures of the program, but they do believe that its effects are worth 
considering. For Criterion 10, she talks about the building’s place in this corridor 
and at this intersection as well as the effects of new development in the area now as 
compared to during the Renaissance era. She encourages the Commissioners to review 
the nomination and supporting documents, and she states that they have received 
support for the nomination from the community. 
 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 
 
8. Mr. Alex Lacey speaks as the attorney representing Citizens Bank. He states that since 

this is just the preliminary assessment, their initial comments would be that the 
Criteria for designation have not been met. He also brings up a procedural issue, 
which is that if the Commission decides to move the application forward and do 
additional research, it will be difficult for Citizens to present their defense without 
having that additional information. 

 
9. Ms. Quinn states for the record that the Ordinance allows for additional review of the 

nomination by Commissioners. She states that she is not suggesting that they go 
outside the content of the nomination, but just explore the full nomination and 
supporting documents. 

 
10. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional comments; there are none. She closes public comment 

and lists for the record the letters of support that were received. Ms. Aguirre states 
that it is important to note how important the structure is to the community and the 
city. She asks for comments and questions from Commissioners. 

 
11. Ms. Quinn states that Criterion 10 was included in the nomination, but she felt it did 

not apply in this case. She feels that it would be more appropriate for something like a 
church that could be seen above the other buildings. 

 
12. Mr. Green asks if the nomination process continues if they do not find the nomination 



viable. 
 

13. Ms. Quinn says yes, and the only reason it would stop is if the nominator withdrew the 
nomination. 

 
14. Ms. Aguirre adds that the HRC is step one of a three part process as well, with 

Planning Commission and City Council. 
 

15. Mr. Green asks if there have been any other structures nominated of a similar era and 
design. 

 
16. Ms. Quinn mentions the Abrams House, which was not approved by City Council. 

 
17. The Commission discusses the nomination. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves that there is reasonable cause for designation based on Criteria 
3, 5, and 10. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Green, Mr. Dash, Mr. Hill, and Ms. Aguirre are in 
favor and Ms. Loysen abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 2021 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – April 2021  
Staff 

Approval 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 21-049 12-Apr-21 2007 Centre Avenue Individual Building restoration 

C 21-050 12-Apr-21 1313 Pennsylvania Avenue Manchester 

After-the-fact building 
renovations including 

installation of metal roof 

C 21-051 12-Apr-21 1218-1220 Arch Street 
Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 
Building renovations including 

new rear door opening 

S 21-052 12-Apr-21 1258 Decatur Street Manchester In-kind façade renovations 

C 21-053 14-Apr-21 845 Western Avenue Allegheny West 
Building renovations including 

new side entrance 

C 21-054 14-Apr-21 1242 Palo Alto Street 
Mexican War 

Streets 

Window replacement with 
aluminum-clad wooden 

windows 

S 21-055 15-Apr-21 1304 Decatur Street Manchester In-kind façade renovations 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 21-056 16-Apr-21 1021 Allegheny Avenue Manchester 
After-the-fact window 

replacement 

C 21-057 16-Apr-21 2009 E Carson Street 
East Carson 

Street 
Building renovations including 

new rear door openings 

S 21-058 19-Apr-21 249 Carrington Street 
Mexican War 

Streets Expansion In-kind window replacement 

S 21-059 20-Apr-21 1215 Monterey Street 
Mexican War 

Streets 
In-kind replacement of rear 

fencing 

S 21-060 22-Apr-21 2000 E Carson Street 
East Carson 

Street Installation of louvers 

S 21-061 22-Apr-21 308 Jacksonia Street 
Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 
In-kind masonry repairs for 

stabilization 

S 21-062 23-Apr-21 1022 Murray Hill Avenue Murray Hill 
In-kind roof replacement and 

gutter repairs 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 21-063 23-Apr-21 1526 Monterey Street 
Mexican War 

Streets Expansion In-kind roof replacement 

S 21-064 23-Apr-21 16 Greeves Way 
Mexican War 

Streets 

In-kind replacement of 
aluminum slider windows in 
non-original openings with 

vinyl sliders in same 
ti  

S 21-065 23-Apr-21 1317 N. Franklin Street Manchester 
In-kind replacement of vinyl 

windows 

S 21-066 26-Apr-21 7061 Lemington Avenue Individual 
Replacement of exterior doors 

to match historic doors 

S 21-067 26-Apr-21 939 Western Avenue Allegheny West In-kind roof replacement 

S 21-068 26-Apr-21 232 Lytton Avenue Schenley Farms In-kind window replacement 

S 21-069 26-Apr-21 324 Emerson Street Individual 

In-kind building renovations 
including roof replacement and 

terra cotta repair 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 21-070 27-Apr-21 925 E Carson Street 
East Carson 

Street Signage 

S 21-071 28-Apr-21 2323 Brighton Road Individual 
In-kind replacement of fe 

ncing and site work 

S 21-072 29-Apr-21 1227 Palo Alto Street 
Mexican War 

Streets In-kind window replacement 

S 21-073 29-Apr-21 1517 Buena Vista Street 
Mexican War 

Streets Expansion In-kind window replacement 

S 21-074 29-Apr-21 1230 Resaca Place 
Mexican War 

Streets In-kind window replacement 

S 21-075 29-Apr-21 1334 Pennsylvania Avenue Manchester In-kind window replacement 

S 21-076 30-Apr-21 834 Western Avenue Allegheny West 
In-kind repair of sandstone 

foundation 
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