
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of June 2, 2021 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Lucia M. Aguirre Sharon Spooner 

James Hill Sarah Quinn 

David Green  
Karen Loysen  

Matthew Falcone  

  

 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the May 2021 meeting minutes, Ms. Loysen moves to 
approve and Mr. Falcone seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion 
carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in May 2021, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn gives an update from staff. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn until 1:00pm. 

3. Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

4. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:00pm. 

6. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:01pm. She calls role and confirms that a 

quorum is still present before moving to Hearing and Action. 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Green seconds 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 
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Pittsburgh HRC – June 2, 2021 

 
956 W. North Avenue 

                                                                    
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Keane George 
901 Western Avenue Suite 101 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  22-S-133 

 

Applicant: 
Keane George 
901 Western Avenue Suite 101 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  5/7/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of garage door. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Keane George speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public testimony. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the Allegheny West LRC. She states that 
they review the garage on-site and are pleased that the owner walked the 
neighborhood to look at other doors. She states that the panel design is 
appropriate and they support the project. 

4. Ms. Aguirre acknowledges the email received from the LRC. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. She states that she feels that the 
new garage door will look good and that the dark brown color is appropriate. 

5. Mr. Falcone agrees. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve as submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 2, 2021 

 
1313 Columbus Avenue 

                                                                    
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Jakim Donaldson 
705 Overhill Drive 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15137 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-F-280 

 

Applicant: 
Beatrice Spolidoro 
Fisher Architecture 
928 S. Aiken Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15232 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  4/16/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including construction of rear porch and 
rooftop deck. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jakim Donaldson speaks as the owner of the property and Ms. Beatrice 
Spolidoro speaks as the architect for the project. She explains the project and goes 
through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public testimony; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Falcone thanks the owner and applicant for treating this building with care 
and trying to restore it. He comments on the enclosed porch and asks if they 
considered returning the porch to an open-air porch. 

4. Ms. Spolidoro talks about the process and states that despite the heavy damage, 
she did not see any evidence of what was previously there. She states that she 
weighed the option of trying to recreate something versus restoring what is there. 

5. Mr. Falcone asks if she researched or found any historic photos. 

6. Ms. Spolidoro states that she looked closely at neighboring buildings but did not 
research or find any historic photos. 

7. Ms. Aguirre comments on the entrance and how it looks a little flat without the 
peak and other elements that gave it a little more character. 

8. Mr. Falcone agrees and asks if they have done any exploratory demolition on the 
porch to examine some of those elements such as the peak and the way it flares out 
at the top. 

9. Ms. Spolidoro states that she did not want to start with any demolition prior to this 
hearing but she states that they would be open to that. 

10. Mr. Loysen comments on how the existing door doesn’t align with the peak 
element. 



11. Ms. Spolidoro agrees and has a feeling that a lot of incongruent alterations have 
been done to the building over time. 

12. Mr. Falcone asks about their timeframe for the project and if there are any 
measures they need to take immediately for safety. 

13. Ms. Spolidoro states that they are looking to move as fast as possible because of 
the extensive damage. 

14. Ms. Loysen states that the concern is mostly with the front, and states that the 
Commission has in the past approved exploratory demolition. 

15. The Commission discusses the rear of the property. 

16. Ms. Quinn suggests that staff can look for historic photographs and also meet with 
the applicants on site after they are able to do exploratory demolition. 

17. Mr. Falcone suggests exploring what is under the vinyl siding on the mansard and 
recreating something similar to distinguish the mansard from the rest of the 
façade. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application conditionally, with the exception of 
the front porch and mansard roof, which are to come back to Commission after 
applicant has had a chance to perform exploratory demolition and meet with staff 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 2, 2021 

 
1309 Pennsylvania Avenue 

                                                                    
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Patrick Ieraci 
1309 Pennsylvania Avnue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  22-P-157 

 

Applicant: 
Patrick Ieraci 
1309 Pennsylvania Avnue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  5/5/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact window and door replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Patrick Ieraci speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the situation 
and the work that was done in 2016 with replacement of windows and doors. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public testimony; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

4. Ms. Aguirre states that this is similar in that the work was done 5 years ago and the 
inspectors just caught it. She states that it is hard to make homeowners comply so 
long after-the-fact, although the Commission would be in their purview to do so. 

5. Mr. Falcone states that as part of a district, compatibility with the neighboring 
houses is important as well, and what stands out to him is the very dark trim color 
that makes the vinyl windows obvious. He wonders if a lighter paint scheme could 
be explored. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that she would like to see a paneled door without a fan lite to 
match the neighboring homes. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that changes to these two items could be a compromise. 

8. Mr. Falcone agrees. 

9. Ms. Loysen states that the building to its right could be the model for the door. 

10. Mr. Green agrees. 

11. Ms. Aguirre asks if the applicant is amenable to this solution. 

12. Mr. Ieraci agrees. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the after-the-fact renovations with the condition 
that the applicant apply a lighter paint color to the windows as well as select a new 



more appropriate door, with all colors and specs to be submitted to staff. 

2. Mr. Green seconds with the addition that documentation of the changes be made 
for the inspector. 

3. Mr. Falcone accepts the amendment. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 2, 2021 

 
1419 W. North Avenue 

                                                                    
Manchester Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Jay Kirk & Robert Manella 

 
Ward:  21st 
 
Lot and Block:  7-B-292 

 

Applicant: 
Alan Levine 
Legacy Remodeling 
3090 W. Liberty Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15216 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  5/6/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact window and siding replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Robert Manella and Mr. Jay Kirk speak as the owners of the property. They 
explain the situation and the work that was done. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public testimony; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. The Commission discusses the application and what was done. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that at this point what was done is water under the bridge, and 
it’s time to move forward and figure out how to fix it. She states that the issues are 
the vinyl siding, wrapping of the window trim, and possibly the soffit. She states 
that it’s not clear what the windows were before they were replaced. Her 
recommendation is to require all of the vinyl siding and aluminum to be removed 
and the wood siding and trim repaired or replaced. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that the Commission does have the right to request all of the 
unapproved work be removed and redone. 

6. Mr. Falcone agrees but wants to commend the great job that was done on the brick 
sidewalk. He talks about the siding and states that the profile as well as the 
material is important. 

7. The Commission discusses the next steps. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to table the application for 30 days to give the applicant a 
chance to work with staff around the removal of the siding from the primary 
façade and how to deal with the trim around the windows. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 



Pittsburgh HRC – June 2, 2021 

 
1234 Monterey Street 

                                                                    
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Hooked Up Property Solutions 
113 Ashland Court 
McDonald, Pa 15057 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-J-259 

 

Applicant: 
Evan Barnes 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/24/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including reconstruction of rear addition 
and carport. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona speaks as the architect for the project, Mr. Evan Barnes speaks 
as the contractor, and Mr. Bill Hook speaks as the owner. 

2. Mr. Barnes explains the steps they took since the last meeting. 

3. Mr.  Francona explains the project and goes through the presentation. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for public testimony; there is none. She read for the record a 
letter received from the next-door neighbors that was not in support of the version 
of the project presented last time. She asks for comments and questions from 
Commissioners. 

5. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – July 2021 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – June 2021  
Staff 

Approval 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 21-090 4-Jun-21 956 W North Avenue Allegheny West Replacement of garage door 

C 21-091 4-Jun-21 1313 Columbus Avenue Manchester 

Building renovations including 

construction of rear porch and 

rooftop deck 

C 21-092 4-Jun-21 1234 Monterey Street 

Mexican War 

Streets 

Building renovations including 

reconstruction of rear addition 

and carport 

S 21-093 7-Jun-21 232 Lytton Avenue Schenley Farms 

Installation of railings along 

walkway 

S 21-094 7-Jun-21 1112-1116 Arch Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion In-kind façade renovations 

S 21-095 8-Jun-21 1310 Liverpool Street Manchester Installation of fencing 

S 21-096 9-Jun-21 1726 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street Repainting of painted façade 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 21-097 11-Jun-21 4154 Bigelow Boulevard Schenley Farms 

Installation of window bars 

over basement windows 

S 21-098 14-Jun-21 1008 Abdell Street Manchester In-kind façade renovations 

S 21-099 15-Jun-21 1508 Monterey Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

In-kind replacement of front 

entry door 

S 21-100 16-Jun-21 515 Roslyn Place Roslyn Place 

In-kind replacement of metal 

porch roof 

S 21-101 28-Jun-21 230 5th Avenue Market Square Signage 

C 21-102 28-Jun-21 1419 W North Avenue Manchester 

After-the-fact window and 

siding replacement 

S 21-103 29-Jun-21 1208 Resaca Place 

Mexican War 

Streets In-kind window replacement 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 21-104 29-Jun-21 1420 Page Street Manchester Window replacement 

C 21-105 30-Jun-21 1309 Pennsylvania Avenue Manchester 

After-the-fact window and 

door replacement 

S 21-106 30-Jun-21 2336 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street Repainting of storefront 

S 21-107 30-Jun-21 1239 Palo Alto Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Window replacement 
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