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      July 30, 2021  

Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission 
Rosemary Chiavetta 
Secretary 
400 North Street 
Keystone Building  
Harrisburg, PA 17120 
 
Re:  Docket No. R-2021-3024773 
 
Dear Secretary Chiavetta, 
 
 I respectfully request that this letter be placed in the correspondence file for the above 
referenced case.  I am writing to express my support of the request of the Pittsburgh Water and 
Sewer Authority (PWSA) to eliminate tap-in fees. These expensive fees disproportionately hurt small 
and independent businesses and inhibit our ability to develop much-needed affordable housing 
units, especially as we work to restore our economy from the impact of the global COVID-19 
pandemic.  
 
  I am concerned about the impact of continuing these fees on small business owners. 
Throughout the pandemic, far too many small businesses permanently closed their doors, leaving 
vacancies in Pittsburgh’s neighborhood business districts and holes in the fabric of our 
communities. Continuing the tap-in fees could prevent a resident from achieving their dream of 
opening a brick-and-mortar business, filling one of these storefront vacancies, and enlivening our 
streetscapes once again. Government agencies should be working to ease the burden on our current 
and prospective small business owners, especially residents of color, women, and veterans. My 
administration has launched the Avenues of Hope initiative, which seeks to advance the community-
driven revitalization of historically Black business districts. Eliminating tap-in fees would go a long 
way toward to rebuilding our neighborhoods, recovering from the devastating impact of the 
pandemic, and making it easier for our residents to open a business.  While the revenues that the 
tap-in fee produces will have to be recovered from the rates that PWSA charges to all customers, I 
believe that the relatively small rate increase necessary is more than offset by the benefits that will 
result from eliminating the fee.  
 
 The pandemic has further magnified the inequity in our society, and it is more imperative 
than ever that we simplify the process to develop affordable housing units. These tap-in fees add to 
the already growing cost of developing housing that is accessible and affordable for the residents of 
our communities. Abolishing this fee would enable the City of Pittsburgh to advance our goal of 
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ensuring that all of Pittsburgh’s residents can remain in their neighborhoods and improving quality 
of life for all.  
 
 Again, I am writing in full support of a measure to abolish tap-in fees. I thank the Pittsburgh 
Water and Sewer Authority for their leadership on this critical issue. Thank you in advance for your 
consideration.  
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
     
      William Peduto 
      Mayor of Pittsburgh  
 
CC:   Chairman Gladys Brown Dutrieuille 
 Vice Chairman David W. Sweet 
 Commissioner Ralph V. Yanora 
 Commissioner John F. Coleman 
 


