
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of October 6, 2021 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Andrew Dash Sharon Spooner 

James Hill Sarah Quinn 

Richard Snipe  
Karen Loysen  

Matthew Falcone  

Lucia M. Aguirre  

 
Call to Order: 
 
Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 

New Business: 
Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the September 2021 meeting minutes, Ms. Loysen 
moves to approve and Mr. Falcone seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Dash, Mr. Hill, 
Ms. Loysen, Mr. Falcone, and Ms. Aguirre are in favor and Mr. Snipe abstains. Motion 
carries. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in September 2021, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and 
Ms. Loysen seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Dash, Mr. Hill, Ms. Loysen, Mr. 
Falcone, and Ms. Aguirre are in favor and Mr. Snipe abstains. Motion carries. 

 
Other Business: 
 

1. Ms. Quinn and the Commissioners discuss ongoing preservation projects. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for a motion to adjourn until 1:00pm. 

3. [Not recorded] moves to adjourn. 

4. [Not recorded] seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and meeting is adjourned until 1:00pm. 

6. Ms. Aguirre calls the meeting back to order at 1:00pm. She calls role and confirms that a 

quorum is still present before moving to Hearing and Action. 

Adjourn: 
 

Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Ms. Loysen seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 

Division of Zoning and Development Review  

City of Pittsburgh, Department of City Planning 

200 Ross Street, Third Floor 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15219 

https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo


Pittsburgh HRC – October 6, 2021 

 
609 Avery Street 

                                                                     
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Anastasiia Seledkova 
People’s Properties, LLC 
609 Avery Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  24-N-283 

 
Applicant: 
Nathan Hart 
Hart Architectural Services, LLC 
603 Greenfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15207 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  9/10/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact window replacement. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Nathan Hart speaks at the applicant for the project. He explains the work that 
was done and goes through the photos. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public testimony. 

3. Ms. Anastasiia Popkin speaks as the owner of the property. She gives some more 
history about why the work was done and states that the previous windows had 
been damaged and needed to be replaced. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public testimony; there is none. 

5. Mr. Dash asks if the applicant or owner has explored any options to simulate the 
two over two mullions. 

6. Mr. Hart states that he believes it would be possible to adhere something to the 
glass to replicate that. He states that he would be happy to do additional research. 

7. Ms. Loysen states that the flat top windows are out of compliance with the 
guidelines as well. 

8. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that there are prior similar cases where the HRC 
instructed the arch top windows to be put back. 

9. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that the guidelines are clear. She states that if there 
are economic issues they can go the route of the Certificate of Economic Hardship. 

10. Ms. Loysen states that although the glass was broken the windows did not seem to 
be compromised, and the guidelines are clear that repair should be explored rather 
than replacement. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Dash moves to deny the after-the-fact window replacement, with windows to 
work with staff to present a window replacement that meets the guidelines. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 6, 2021 

 
2655 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Chris McCune 
Pittsburgh SSW1 Note Owner, LLC 
130 W. 42nd Street, Floor 22 
New York, NY 10036 

 
Ward:  16th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-M-330 

 
Applicant: 
Dean Yovichin 
Fabo Architecture 
12100 Snow Road 
Parma, OH 44130 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  7/15/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Storefront renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Dean Yovichin speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that the LRC reviewed the 
application at the DAM and a separate LRC meeting. He states that the applicant 
has made changes in accordance with their feedback. He states that although the 
building is not contributing, it was built according to the guidelines, and that 
reopening the storefront where the Cole Haan was and using the window graphics 
instead is a good restoration of the building to original conditions. He notes a 
discrepancy in the renderings showing thicker mullions on the transom, and 
suggests that the HRC specify that all mateerials are to match the existing. 

4. Ms., Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. She states that she has worked in 
the past with Rite Aid and will be providing comment but not voting. 

5. Mr. Snipe states that he appreciates the community comments. He asks for 
clarification on transom issue. 

6. Mr. Yovichin explains. 

7. Mr. Snipe and Mr. Hill thank the applicant for the clarification. 

8. Ms. Aguirre states that all materials should match the existing. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the storefront renovations as submitted. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 



3. Ms. Aguirre clarifies that the elevation drawing is approved, not the rendering. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Dash, Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, Ms. Loysen, and Mr. 
Falcone are in favor and Ms. Aguirre abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 6, 2021 

 
1713-1715 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
John & Deborah Catanese 
1713 E. Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-E-310,311 

 

Applicant: 
David J. McLean 
McLean Architects, LLC 
809 Bingham Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  7/6/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Proposal to remedy after-the-fact storefront alterations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. David McLean speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the work 
that has been done and goes through the presentation and plans for restoration. 

2. Ms. Deborah Catanese speaks as the owner of 1713. She explains the work that was 
done, which was only removal of the grout and adhesive and no construction. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

4. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that he appreciates the efforts 
of the architect and the owner in removing the unapproved materials. He states 
that the last time he saw the property the grout may need some attention. He 
states that they are in support of the restoration efforts for both buildings. He 
states that there are two separate owners for the properties which may need to be 
ironed out administratively. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks Mr. McLean about the other owners. 

6. Mr. McLean states that he is representing restoration on both properties, but the 
removal of the tile and grout has been handled by the tenant. 

7. Ms. Loysen asks about the removal methods and concerns of the building 
inspector. 

8. Mr. McLean states that several methods were testing in removing the material, 
and they pulled back from the harsher methods in favor of gentler methods. 

9. Ms. Catanese clarifies that in discussions with contractors and the LRC she was 
told that sealant or paint may not be effective as moisture can come from inside 
the brick and cause damage. 

10. Ms. Quinn clarifies that what will need to be followed is the National Park Services’ 
Standards, and staff can forward that information to the applicant and owner. 

11. Ms. Aguirre asks for the Commissioners’ feedback on the stone that was painted 



black. 

12. Mr. Snipe states that he appreciates the efforts of the owner, and if they iron out 
the treatment of the sandstone they are almost at the finish line on this project. 

13. Ms. Quinn states that chemical paint removal has been successfully used elsewhere 
in the district on sandstone. 

14. Ms. Aguirre states that she would like to see them continue to try and remove the 
black paint. She states that this project has come a long way and is almost there. 

15. Mr. Hill suggests that the Commission allow the applicant and owner to work with 
staff to iron out the last pieces of the project. 

16. Mr. Snipe states that he would just like to see the Commission and staff give the 
owner clear direction going forward. 

17. Mr. Falcone states that this project has come leaps and bounds from where it was, 
and agrees that they should explore a chemical cleaner for the sandstone. He states 
that the motion should be clear about the two different addresses involved. He 
suggests making two separate motions. 

18. Ms. Quinn suggests that they order the properties be returned to pre-violation 
conditions. 

 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve 1713 to return to pre-violation conditions according 
to most recent C of A and following the National Park Service’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre states that they should follow up with staff on progress as well. 

3. Ms. Loysen adds that progress reports should be made to staff on the work. 

4. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

6. Ms. Loysen moves to approve 1715 to return to pre-violation conditions according 
to the most recent C of A and following the National Park Service’s Standards and 
that the progress of the work should be reported to staff and reviewed by 
Commissioners. 

7. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

8. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 6, 2021 

 
1600 Buena Vista Street 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Barbara Morton 
1600 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-E-203 

 

Applicant: 
Barbara Morton 
1600 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  9/9/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact replacement of front steps. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Barbara Morton speaks as the owner of the property. She explains the work 
that was done and goes through the photos. She apologizes as she thought that the 
contractor had obtained all the proper permits. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Ms. Loysen reads from the guidelines and states that what they are looking for is 
something that looks like the original and uses the same materials. 

4. Ms. Morton clarifies that the work is not finished as the original railing still needs 
to be reinstalled. 

5. Mr. Snipe agrees that the appearance of the new steps is totally different and out of 
character. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that the original railing may not fit die to the difference in size of 
the new steps. 

7. Mr. Falcone is also concerned that she may have issues with the new larger steps 
encroaching farther onto the sidewalk. 

8. Ms. Morton states that she wants to do the right thing but is concerned about the 
cost, and asks how long she would have to complete the work. 

9. Ms. Quinn states that the Commission doesn’t set deadlines, which is something 
that would be more on the enforcement side. 

10. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that they are just able to look at the guidelines. 

11. Mr. Snipe states that he will look into any façade assistance that may be available. 
He states that he understands the predicament that the homeowner is in and 
would like to find a solution. 

12. Ms. Aguirre states that she would be fine with seeing this corrected by spring. 



 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to deny the application and require that the original materials 
and building technique be used for a new solution, and to work with staff on the 
specifications and scope of work. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 6, 2021 

 
1707 Buena Vista Street 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Seth & Sonja Wimer 
1707 Bunea Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-E-336 

 

Applicant: 
Seth & Sonja Wimer 
1707 Bunea Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  9/17/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact painting of slate dormer. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Seth Wimer speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the painting 
project and how the slate dormer came to be painted. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Falcone states that from viewing the photos, he doesn’t see that the slate was 
treated in any way. 

4. Ms. Loysen agrees and states that although it looks salt-stained and weathered, 
from the way the joints are it doesn’t appear to have been painted. 

5. Mr. Wimer states that from photos the contractor provided, there did appear to 
have been some coating, so they repainted it, taking care to match the color. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that the color is not the issue so much as that the slate is now 
coated. She states that the breathability of slate is what helps it last for so long, so 
she is concerned about the longevity of it now with it coated. 

7. Mr. Falcone agrees. He states that it is very hard to tell from the pictures and from 
streetview if the slate had been painted. He states that to the passerby it appears 
unpainted and should be restored. He states that the paint needs to be removed, 
and if that is not possible they need to look at other treatments for the slate. He 
states that painted slate is not generally seen in houses of this era. 

8. Ms. Aguirre, Mr. Dash, Mr. Hill, and Mr. Snipe agree. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that the purview of the Commission is the view from the public 
right-of-way, and if the slate had been painted, it is hard to determine from the 
provided photos or google streetview. 

10. Ms. Aguirre states that it looks like the photos show dirt, maybe from coal dust, 
but not paint. She states that they can check with the inspector or PLI to make sure 
everyone is on the same page. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to deny the application and encourage the applicant to restore 
the slate roof to its pre-treatment appearance. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 6, 2021 

 
1226 Resaca Place 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Karl Kunkle 
24K Properties LLC 
506 N. Taylor Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-81 

 
Applicant: 
Daniel Bull 
Work Construction Services 
947 Liberty Avenue Unit 100 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15222 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  8/13/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact construction of second-floor rear deck. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Daniel Bull speaks as the general contractor. He provides the updated 
information requested by the Commissioners at the last hearing. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. He asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She states that the updated presentation for the 
deck appears to be appropriate. 

3. Ms. Loysen states that per the guidelines, new features can look old or new, but 
she states that the deck looks suburban in character to her. 

4. Mr. Snipe states that he is fine with the proposal, as it is only visible from the alley. 

5. Ms. Aguirre agrees. She states that the Commission has approved similar projects 
in the rear of properties before. She asks the applicant if the wood will be treated. 

6. Mr. Bull states that they would like to use a dark brown stain. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks the Commissioners what railing option they would prefer. She 
states that Option 1 is close to something they have approved before. 

8. The Commission discusses the railings. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the application with the railing to be Option 1 
composite railing with aluminum balusters, with the color to be similar to the deck 
on the house to the right. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – October 6, 2021 

 
107-109 Jacksonia Street 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Jim Fredo 
Jacksonia Rentals, LLC 
461 Cochran Road, Suite 124 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-F-391 & 391-A 

 
Applicant: 
Jim Fredo 
Jacksonia Rentals, LLC 
461 Cochran Road, Suite 124 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15228 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  9/7/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact façade renovations. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jim Fredo speaks as the owner of the property. He thanks the Commission 
and the inspector Josh Speakman for their work. He explains the situation and the 
work that was done. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. The Commission discusses the rear window replacement and the two windows on 
the front which appear to have been replaced. 

4. Mr. Snipe applauds the applicant for spending the money to bring the properties 
up to date, and asks if there is any reason the rear window wasn’t restore to its full 
size. 

5. Mr. Fredo states that the contractor replaced it without his knowledge with 
something off the shelf. 

6. Mr. Snipe asks if something can be done to help it blend in. 

7. Mr. Falcone states that based on the permastone façade remaining, he would just 
prefer that the opening be kept as-is for possible future restoration. 

8. The Commission discusses the application. 

9. Mr. Falcone states that the houses, like many others, were “modernized” over time, 
so he would be surprised if there were any wooden windows still remaining. He 
states that the houses are headed in right direction, and as vinyl windows don’t last 
forever, there will be another chance down the road to restore them all at the same 
time. 



 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve the application. 

2. Mr. Dash seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – November 2021 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – October 2021  
Staff 

Approval 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 21-165 1-Oct-21 854 Beech Avenue Allegheny West 

In-kind garage roof 

replacement 

C 21-166 11-Oct-21 107-109 Jacksonia Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

After-the-fact façade 

renovations 

C 21-167 11-Oct-21 1226 Resaca Place 

Mexican War 

Streets 

After-the-fact construction of 

second-floor rear deck 

C 21-168 11-Oct-21 2655 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street Storefront renovations 

C 21-169 11-Oct-21 609 Avery Street Deutschtown 

Remediation of after-the-fact 

window replacement 

C 21-170 11-Oct-21 1600 Buena Vista Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

Remediation of after-the-fact 

replacement of front steps 

S 21-171 20-Oct-21 206 5th Avenue Market Square Signage 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 21-172 22-Oct-21 1713 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

Proposal to remedy after-the-

fact storefront alterations 

C 21-173 22-Oct-21 1715 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

Proposal to remedy after-the-

fact storefront alterations 

S 21-174 22-Oct-21 723 N Beatty Street Alpha Terrace In-kind building renovations 

S 21-175 22-Oct-21 600-602 Lockhart Street Deutschtown In-kind roof replacment 

S 21-176 27-Oct-21 500 Cedar Avenue Deutschtown In-kind window replacment 

S 21-177 27-Oct-21 12 Oakland Square Oakland Square Repainting 

S 21-178 29-Oct-21 106 Sampsonia Way 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

In-kind reconstruction of brick 

façade 
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