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Sustainable Development Goals

Introduction: 
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Since formally adopting the UN Sustainable

Development Goals (SDGs) in 2019, the City

of Pittsburgh has emphasized sustainability

and social impact in all facets of its actions.

The City aims not only to integrate the SDGs

into its work, but to keep a record of the

City’s actions, measure progress, and

highlight opportunities for growth. Voluntary

Local Reviews (VLR) provide the framework

with which to accomplish this.

In November 2020, the City published its first

VLR. The 2020 VLR laid the groundwork for

Pittsburgh’s alignment with the SDGs by

localizing the goals to the Pittsburgh region,

providing an overview of the City’s

sustainable initiatives and policies, and

recommending future steps. 

The 2021 VLR builds off the information and

recommendations presented in the previous

version, and focuses specifically on City

Procurement. This edition of the VLR

considers initiatives and contracts that are

funded by or through the City. The projects

listed may have received funding from the

City’s Capital Budget, Operating Budget,

federal/state/nonprofit grants, or through

public-private partnerships. 

In the past year, the City has taken

significant steps to leverage its purchasing

power to pursue sustainability and social

impact. Many of these contracts and

projects are listed in this VLR. 

Projects Not Policies:

In developing this VLR, we

emphasized the guideline of

“Projects Not Policies,” to

ensure that each of the

initiatives listed below

receives funding from or

through the City— as

opposed to policies, which do

not have a funding

component. 
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Fellow Pittsburghers, 

From the creation of the Commission on Human Relations 

in 1955 to our work with our Sister Cities around the world 

today, it is in Pittsburgh’s DNA to be a city that thinks 

globally to act locally. In that vein, in 2019 the City of 

Pittsburgh became the second United States city to make

a formal commitment to the Sustainable Development 

Goals, a blueprint for creating a more equitable and 

sustainable future for all.  

In 2020, the City of Pittsburgh published its very first 

Voluntary Local Review, which localized the 17 goals to the Pittsburgh region, and 

classified city government-led work, projects, and initiatives under each goal. The initial

report was a first step towards a continuous cycle of improvement to create a culture of 

measurement and accountability within City government.    

This year’s Voluntary Local Review focuses in on City procurement, and shines light on 

how the City uses its purchasing power and stewards tax dollars to advance the 

Sustainable Development Goals. This document measures the City’s Capital and 

Operating Budgets, American Rescue Plan allocations, as well as initiatives and 

contracts funded by or through the City, against the 17 goals.  

The City has taken great strides towards equitable and sustainable financial 

management: we brought the City out of Act 47 financial oversight; divested our pension 

fund from fossil fuels, for profit prisons, and firearms and ammunition; purchased 100% 

renewable energy for our facilities; implemented sustainable procurement guidelines for 

supplies, materials, and commodities; and adopted a priority based budgeting 

framework. While there is still work to be done, Pittsburgh’s City government 

understands the value created by buying local, buying sustainable, buying ethical, and 

buying circular.   
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Sustainable Procurement Timeline
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In 2019, Pittsburgh became the second city in

the US to formally commit to the UN SDGs. 

 Pittsburgh’s Department of City Planning,

Division of Sustainability and Resilience (DCP -

S&R) has subsequently worked with the

Office of Management & Budget (OMB) to

incorporate the SDGs into Procurement and

Community Development. Some of the

resulting contracts and initiatives are shown

in the timeline below and many are detailed in

this VLR. 

October 2019

In May 2020, the Western Pennsylvania

Energy Consortium (WPEC) committed to a

12-month agreement with Direct Energy for

100% renewable energy supply. As a result,

the City of Pittsburgh is now sourcing 100%

of the energy for the City’s major facilities

from renewable resources. This contract has

been renewed and the City will continue to

purchase renewable energy via national

RECs.

May 2020 

In September 2020, the City of Pittsburgh

adopted “Socially Responsible Investing”

guidelines to ensure that pension investments

in companies follow environmentally friendly

and socially responsible standards. These

ESG (Environmental, Social, and Governance)

guidelines are a result of Pittsburgh’s

commitment to integrate sustainability into

all facets of procurement—including

procurement of financial securities.

September 2020

In October 2020, the City joined ICLEI’s

Global Lead City Network on Sustainable

Procurement (GLCN). Through GLCN,

Pittsburgh has recognized the power of

public procurement in local government and

has committed to being a global and regional

champion of sustainable procurement.

October 2020 

January 2021

The Sustainable Procurement Team is a

partnership between members of the City’s

Division of Sustainability and Resilience and

Office of Management & Budget. The Team

works to integrate sustainability into

procurement and aims to update City code

to ensure sustainable purchasing. 

February 2021 

The City begins work to implement Priority

Based Budgeting (PBB), a methodology and

software that allocates resources to the

community’s highly prioritized programs by

utilizing data. This program was made

possible through an NRDC and American

Cities Climate Challenge grant.April 2021
April 2021 

Development on the 2021 Procurement-

Focused VLR begins.
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Framework for Sustainable
Procurement
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Buy Local
Local governments can leverage their purchasing power to emphasize local

vendors and invest in local businesses, to create equitable and sustainable

economic value in the region. 
 

Pittsburgh’s Office of Management and Budget emphasizes purchasing

locally when possible. The City’s Urban Redevelopment Authority includes

local minority and women-owned businesses in URA-affiliated projects. 

Buy Sustainable
Local governments can integrate sustainability into the procurement of

products and services to ensure that City funds are used in a green and

socially responsible way. 
 

 Pittsburgh currently purchases 100% renewable energy for all major City

facilities. The City also leverages a partnership with Office Depot to facilitate

the purchasing of sustainable office supplies. Investment in sustainable

projects includes Move PGH, a green transit infrastructure development. 

 

Buy Ethical
Local governments can ensure that all citizens are given equal opportunity to

participate in contracting and investment opportunities and share economic

success. 
 

Pittsburgh has maintained a diversity policy through the City’s Equal

Opportunity Review Commission to annually include employment of no less

than 18% minority-owned, 7% women-owned, and 5% veteran-owned

businesses in all contracting opportunities. 

 

Buy Circular
A circular economic structure emphasizes responsible consumption and

production. This model reduces waste by keeping products/materials in use. 
 

In 2021, the Peduto Administration issued a Deconstruction Policy for city-

owned condemned buildings. Deconstruction provides a sustainable alternative

to the current expensive and environmentally harmful demolition process by

disassembling a structure and diverting reusable materials away from landfills.
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Methodology
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Definitions

Information Collection:

The 2021 VLR used two main strategies to

gather information about current

Pittsburgh contracts and initiatives. The

first method was a month-long survey

distributed to all City personnel. The

survey asked employees to identify

whether their department had recently

purchased any commodities, professional

services, construction, or other such

contracts that contribute toward the

SDGs and to provide a short description

of the project. 

The second method was a Roundtable

Discussion series with city employees.

These five one-hour long discussions were

modeled after the 17 Rooms Exercise

developed by The Brookings Institution and

provided information about relevant City

work to each SDG. 

Alignment to the SDGs:

  The 2021 VLR uses the localized SDG

targets, called “themes,” developed in the

2020 VLR. Relevant contracts and

initiatives were mapped with each SDG

and the subsequent themes under it. 

Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG): This program, administered

through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, provides annual grants

to states, cities, and counties to facilitate the development of economic development,

particularly for middle- to low-income communities. 

Deconstruction: This is a systematic process of disassembling a structure to recover

maximum economic and public good through reuse and recycling. In April 2021, Mayor

Peduto issued an Executive Order committed to a unified, City-led Deconstruction Policy. 

Priority-Based Budgeting (PBB): PBB is a model that provides a comprehensive review of

an entire organization’s operating budget and identifies programs that align with the

community’s priorities. Pittsburgh is using PBB to identify opportunities to re-allocate and

prioritize resources to fund climate goals. 

Procurement: In this VLR, Procurement is defined as the act of contractually acquiring or

investing in goods and services from an external source. This includes investing in City-wide

initiatives, Professional Service, Non-Professional Service, Commodities, Equipment, and

Utilities Contracts. It is also defined as the purchasing of specific financial securities as is

described in the Financial Investment Strategies section. 

Request For Proposal (RFP): This is a document that announces a project and solicits bids

from qualified contractors to complete it.

Voluntary Local Review (VLR): A VLR is a framework developed by the UN to analyze how

closely a local government’s actions align with the UN SDGs. 
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City Initiatives and
Related Professional
and Non-Professional
Services

Professional and Non-

Professional Services

accounted for over 40% of the

City’s contracting opportunities

in the 2021 Buying Plan.

Since it was created in 2015, the

Pittsburgh P4 Initiative has provided

a framework for the city’s social and

economic improvement projects. The

P4 Initiative emphasizes People,

Planet, Place, and Performance.

Because of the significant overlap

between P4 and the UN SDGs, which

were formally adopted by the City in

2019, many Pittsburgh projects have

a long history of addressing

sustainability.

The projects in this section are

funded either through the city’s

capital and operating budgets or

through grants, have integrated the

four pillars of P4 into strategic

planning and requests for proposals

(RFPs). This section seeks to

understand some of the city’s most

important projects and contracts

and their alignment to the SDGs. 

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021

Definitions:

Professional service contracts

are defined as those involving

the provision of services from

recognized professionals with

special expertise. They include

services by non-profit entities,

engineers, architects, and legal

and medical professionals. The

City Municipal Code defines

Non-Professional Services as all

other services subject to

competitive bidding. 
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Overview: 
Identifying Strengths
and Opportunities
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STRENGTHS: 
The City invests in programs such as Homelessness Prevention

and Rapid-Rehousing, neighborhood employment centers, 

 financial empowerment centers, and affordable housing

through the URA and CDBG funds to address SDG 1.

OPPORTUNITIES:
Although Pittsburgh has a number of programs aimed at SDGs

2, 3, and 12, many lack financial investment, such as the Adopt-

A-Lot Program, which encourages urban agriculture in vacant

lots. Targets of these SDGs that are underrepresented include

Funding for City Initiatives, Professional Services, and Non-Professional Services is

unequally distributed between the SDGs. We have identified three areas in which

Pittsburgh invests highly and three areas for improvement.

The City's investments in Move PGH, a

revolutionary sustainable and climate-friendly

plan for future transportation in the city, and

the Oakland Energy Master Plan, a design for a

renewable energy transformation, highlight

the City's commitment to SDGs 11 and 13.

 2.4 Sustainable food production and resilient

agricultural practices; 3.7 Universal access to

sexual and reproductive care, family planning

and education; 3.B Access to affordable 

 medicines; 12.C Remove market distortions

that encourage wasteful consumption.
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Sustainable Development
Goal 1: 
No Poverty 

What We're Doing:

1.2 Reduce poverty in all forms, 1.3

Implement social protection

systems

The City of Pittsburgh, along with

Allegheny County Economic

Development (ACED), receives funding

through the Emergency Solutions

Grant (ESG) for the ESG

Homelessness Prevention and Rapid

Re-Housing Program. Public and non-

profit agencies may apply for ESG

funds and enter into contractual

agreements or partnerships with the

City to implement eligible services

within the ESG program. Such services

include financial assistance (rent

assistance, utility payments, moving

costs, etc.) and general services

(housing search and placement

services, legal services, credit repair,

etc.)

1.4 Equal rights to ownership, basic

services, technology, and economic

resources, 1.A Mobilize resources

from various sources

In 2020, the Pittsburgh Commission on

Human Relations launched educational

and outreach efforts in order to

enhance public awareness about fair

housing rights and protections in the

city. The Professional Services RFP

solicited proposals for the development

of six videos related to fair housing

issues, such as Disability Rights and Fair

Housing, Immigrant Rights and Fair

Housing, and Familial Status and Fair

Housing. 

The City provides inspection services to

participants of the ESG Homelessness

Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing

Program to assess habitability and

housing quality, fair market rent, and

rent reasonableness as determined by

HUD and local policy. 

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 1: 
No Poverty 

What We're Doing:

1.B Create pro-poor and gender-

sensitive policy frameworks

The Urban Redevelopment Authority of

Pittsburgh (URA) incorporates pro-

poor, gender-sensitive, and minority-

inclusive standards into economic

development projects through

frameworks such as the Minority &

Women-Owned Business Enterprise

Program which encourages and

monitors the inclusion of such firms in

URA-affiliated projects that exceed

$250,000 in total project costs. 

Project Example: The URA has

contracted with partners to

rehabilitate the James T. Givner

Building to provide affordable housing

in the Homewood South Neighborhood

in Pittsburgh. The structure will result in

two commercial spaces and six rental

units. Four units will be rented to

tenants at or below 50% Area Median

Income (AMI) and two will be rented to

tenants at or below 80% AMI. 
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The Givner Building is one project in the

larger Avenues of Hope Initiative led by

the Pittsburgh URA. The Avenues of

Hope Initiative invests in seven major

business corridors in Black and diverse

neighborhoods to facilitate the growth

of small businesses and residents and

support inclusive growth. The Initiative

focuses on supporting Black-owned

organizations, centers of Black arts and

culture, transit-oriented and pedestrian-

friendly environments, and healthy

communities with access to education,

health care, senior care, recreation, and

human supportive services.

Investment in the Avenues of Hope

Initiative currently totals over $24 million.

This includes a real estate funding

program, Avenues of Hope Commercial

Real Estate Investment Program

(ACRE), which will provide up to

$200,000 to local small businesses for

costs associated with development.

12



Sustainable Development
Goal 2:
Zero Hunger

What We're Doing:

2.1 Universal access to safe and

nutritious food

CitiParks has distributed over

500,000 meals to senior citizens and

youth through grant awards from the

Allegheny County Area Agency on

Aging and the Department of

Education. The Youth food program

was maintained in 2020 to ensure that

Pittsburgh youth would receive school

meals even without in-person classes. 

The City also invests in the Downtown

Community Takeout Program which

supports local restaurants by

purchasing meals in bulk and delivering

them to those in the City experiencing

food insecurity. 

In 2021, the City launched the

Pittsburgh Food Equity Ambassador

Program to address food insecurity,

grow partnerships between

communities and local government,

and develop policy solutions. A cohort

of representatives was chosen from

Pittsburgh's City Council Districts to

create more sustainable and equitable

infrastructure for the food system. 

This is an especially important initiative

in the aftermath of the pandemic

during 2020, which exacerbated food

insecurity in the region. 

This initiative is made possible through a

grant from the Healthiest Cities &

Counties Challenge. Pittsburgh was one

of 20 national teams selected to

participate in this program, which

encourages grassroots leadership and

participation in addressing healthy food

access. 

2.3 Increase productivity and

income of local food producers

The Catapult Culinary Business

Incubator program was launched in

2021 and is a 12-month incubator

program for 15 local minority food-

based entrepreneurs. The program will

provide business owners with one-on-

one mentoring with business

consultants, tools and resources for

business growth, access to food

packaging services with Community

Kitchen, etc. The program is partly

funded by the PNC Foundation, the

URA, and the City of Pittsburgh.

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 3:
Good Health & 
Well-Being

What We're Doing:

3.4 Reduce mortality for non-

communicable diseases and

promote mental health; 3.5

Prevent and treat substance

abuse

In July 2021, Pittsburgh’s Office of

Community Health and Safety

launched the Neighborhood Health

and Safety Academy pilot program

through a grant from the Staunton

Farm Foundation. This program

emphasizes the role of community

members in addressing regional public

safety and health issues. The initiative

will provide an educational and training

series to a group of residents focused

on housing, substance abuse, mental

health, and criminal justice reform.

These community ambassadors will

also have free access to certifications

and training in CPR, opioid overdose

care, and mental health first aid.

3.6 Reduce road injuries and deaths

The Pittsburgh Bike+ Plan, established

by the Pittsburgh Department of

Mobility and Infrastructure, will

implement and expand a safe biking

network in the city. The connected

network of on-street and off-street

facilities will increase the accessibility of

transportation to grocery stores,

schools, and places of employment. The

plan adds trails, bicycle lanes, and

street improvements to ensure the

safety of riders.   

The plan prioritizes the prevention of

crashes, road injuries, and deaths by

pursuing “Vision Zero,” a goal of

eliminating traffic fatalities through the

smart crafting of street design and

operations. 

The supporting policies of the Bike+ Plan

also includes dispersing bike safety

education to the public. 

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 3:
Good Health & 
Well-Being

What We're Doing:

The city will leverage a partnership

with non-profit BikePGH and launch

MoveForwardPGH, a public awareness

initiative, to increase community

engagement and education. 

Professional service contracts related

to the Bike Infrastructure Rapid

Implementation Program are included

in the 2021 buying plan.

3.A Tobacco control

The City of Pittsburgh is continuing to

reduce tobacco product litter through

funding from the Keep America

Beautiful (KAB) Cigarette Litter

Prevention Program Grant, to

control and decrease cigarette butt

litter. 

A KAB study found tobacco products

to be the most littered item in America

and the program encourages

reduction through approaches such as

enforcement of litter laws and public

awareness initiatives. 

3.D Improve early warning systems

for health risks

In response to the worsening opioid

epidemic, particularly during COVID-19,

the City launched the Opioid Overdose

Dashboard in March 2021 as a public

data tool to understand unsafe opioid

use and inform policies for prevention.

The dashboard provides a monthly map

of opioid overdose calls, demographic

information, and public safety response.

The dashboard is an important

component of the City’s goal of

creating an equitable and data-

informed response to the opioid

epidemic.

The Minutes Matter initiative, launched

in early 2020, is a partnership between

UPMC and the City to provide

community members with basic

emergency information and education

about life-saving interventions. Courses

on critical emergency preparation are

open to the public.

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 4:
Quality Education

What We're Doing:

4.1 Equal access to quality primary

and secondary education

OurFuturePGH is a City initiative that

increases educational and recreation

accessibility to families and youth in

the City of Pittsburgh. It provides free

early childhood programs, elementary-

and middle-schooler programs, and

young adult programs.

One such example is the City’s

Rec2Tech Program, which recently, in

2021, received additional funding from

a PAsmart Grant to promote STEM

programs for grade school students.

CitiParks Rec2Tech provides

technology accessibility to children in

urban communities through coding

classes, interview series with

professionals, and workforce

readiness programs.

4.2 Equal access to quality pre-

primary education

OurFuturePGH provides a number of

pre-primary educational programs. One

such example is the City’s partnership

with Dolly Parton’s Imagination

Library. This program mails a free

monthly book to enrolled children from

0-5 years of age living within city limits.

Since July 2019, over 45,000 books

have been sent to over 4,000 children

in the city. Other programs include the

Infant and Preschool Aquatic Skills

Program to promote water safety, and

the Safe Routes to School Program,

through the Department of Mobility

and Infrastructure, which encourages

safety in walking and biking to school.

4.4 Financial literacy

The City of Pittsburgh, in partnership

with Neighborhood Allies, launched the

Pittsburgh Financial Empowerment

Center (FEC) in March 2019. 

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 4:
Quality Education

What We're Doing:

The FEC has formed partnerships with

local social service agencies who

provide free, one-on-one financial

counseling in their communities. FEC

counselors work with individuals to help

with general money management,

reducing debt, improving credit and

savings, and small business ownership.

By mid-2021, the FEC had helped

1,000 people save a combined $1.3

million and reduce their debt by a total

of $1.6 million. 

4.A Build and upgrade inclusive and

safe schools

As of 2019, only 19% of Pittsburgh

child care facilities had reached a

high quality designation according

to Pennsylvania’s Rating system. In

response, the Child Care Quality

Fund (CCQF) of $2 million was

introduced and subsequently

launched in 2020. 

The fund provides grants to enhance

the quality of child care facilities and

Pre-K in the city and help them earn

higher ratings from the state. Child

care facilities can apply for grant

funding to improve their programs. 

CCQF is a component of Pittsburgh's

plan to support early learning providers. 

Available through June 2022, childcare

providers in Pittsburgh can now receive

technical and financial support, including

forgivable loans, grants, educational

training, etc. For example, the

Childcare Reinvestment Business

Fund (CRiB) is a forgivable loan pilot

program aimed at new and existing

childcare businesses in the City. CRiB

offers $1 million for forgivable loans. 

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 5: 
Gender Equality

What We're Doing:

5.1 End discrimination against

women and girls, including trans

women; 5.C Adopt and strengthen

policies and enforceable legislation

for gender equality

The Pittsburgh Gender Equity

Commission (GEC) works to achieve

equity for women and girls in the City

by understanding and addressing

structural and institutional barriers to

equality. The GEC oversees a

procurement process to put together

a research team to conduct a citywide

gender analysis. The first paper was

published in 2019 and the second in

2020.

The City will continue to invest in

gender-based research in the

following year: a professional services

contract for Community-Based

Research on Gender Equity in

Pittsburgh is included in the 2021

buying plan. 

5.A Equal rights to economic

resources, property ownerships

and financial services; 5.B Promote

empowerment of women through

technology

The City of Pittsburgh’s Office of

Equity and the Gender Equity

Commission have partnered with the

American Association of University

Women (AAUW) for a citywide initiative

to empower 7500 women by 2026

through AAUW Work Smart. This

program supports the GEC mission to

enable workforce equity by teaching

women to successfully negotiate a fair

salary and benefits, supplement

workforce development, and raise

awareness of disparities in economic

development between genders and

races. Since COVID-19, Work Smart has

transitioned to an online course to

maintain accessibility. 

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 6:
Clean Water & Sanitation

What We're Doing:
6.1 Safe and affordable drinking

water

The Pittsburgh Water and Sewer

Authority (PWSA) provides essential

water, stormwater, and sewer

services to the City. PWSA is in the

process of replacing water mains in

several neighborhoods, with the goal

of replacing all lead lines by 2026. The

water main replacements (in

Greenfield, Squirrel Hill South,

Hazelwood, Homewood, Forbes and

Fifth Avenue, etc.) will provide more

reliable water service to residents. The

projects will also replace any lead

service lines. 

6.3 Improve water quality,

wastewater treatment and safe

reuse

The Martin Luther King Jr./Warren K.

Branch Park Stormwater Project

plans to install storage tanks beneath

the park in order to capture runoff

and slowly release it into the sewer

system after storms subside. 

6.5 Implement integrated water

resources management; 6.6 Protect

and restore water-related

ecosystems; 6.B Support local

engagement in water and sanitation

management

The Four Mile Run Stormwater Project

aims to leverage a natural channel

following stream paths to capture and

route stormwater. The project intends to

reduce sewer overflows and neighborhood

flooding. This massive effort addresses

EPA concerns of stormwater and sewage

overflows into Pittsburgh rivers and is

estimated to cost $36.1 million. Related

projects include controlling the depth of

Panther Hollow Lake and the volume of

water entering the combined sewer

system. Furthermore, the project plans to

restore streambanks and plant native

vegetation. 

This effort encourages citizen engagement

through community meetings that include

local residents, community organizations

and nonprofits, and community

stakeholders. The Four Mile Run Watershed

Task Force includes city officials, local

residents, academics, and consultants.

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021
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Sustainable Development
Goal 7:
Affordable & Clean Energy

What We're Doing:

7.1 Universal access to modern

energy; 7.2 Increase global

percentage of renewable energy;

7.3 Double the improvement in

energy efficiency

In 2018, with the adoption of the

Pittsburgh Climate Action Plan 3.0, the

City committed to a number of energy

generation and distribution goals.

These goals included reducing energy

consumption by 50%, increasing

renewable energy generation by at

least 200 MW regionally, supporting

energy modernization, and

implementing a Pittsburgh District

Energy Plan. By 2030, Pittsburgh aims

to achieve carbon neutrality and a

50% reduction in GHG emission. 

The Oakland Energy Master Plan

supports the aforementioned goals

set by the Climate Action Plan 3.0. 

The Oakland neighborhood is one of the

most energy intensive districts in the

region, with several major education,

cultural, and business institutions. In

Spring 2021, the City of Pittsburgh

Department of City Planning and

Oakland Energy Planning Partners

released a Request for Proposals (RFP)

for the Project, seeking a consultant

team to establish a baseline for current

energy supply in the region, identify

potential energy sources and scenarios

taking into account cost-benefit

analyses and policy changes, and

strategize a plan for implementation.

Overall, the Master Plan aims to create

a comprehensive long-term energy

strategy that aligns with Pittsburgh’s

renewable energy and GHG reduction

goals. 

* You can find specific information about

Pittsburgh’s energy procurement under

SDG 7 of “Commodities, Utilities, and

Equipment”
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Sustainable Development
Goal 8:
Decent Work & Economic
Growth

What We're Doing:

8.1 Sustainable economic growth

The Community Development Block

Grant program (CDBG), administered

through the U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development,

provides annual grants to states,

cities, and counties to facilitate the

development of economic

development, particularly for middle-

to low-income communities. 

The Pittsburgh Community

Development Division administers

these funds to applicants that

demonstrate valuable services to the

city, such as housing related services,

economic development projects, and

public services to low and moderate-

income residents. 

In 2021, $150,000 was allocated to

provide funding for six neighborhood

employment centers around the City. 

These centers will offer job

opportunities to residents by creating a

network of neighborhood employment

projects. Another $150,000 was

provided to the Pittsburgh

Employment Program, which supports

job development and employment

services to various community agencies

through staffing, skills training,

outreach for business recruiting, and

hiring of City residents.

8.2 Diversify, innovate, and

upgrade for economic productivity;

8.3 Promote policies to support job

creation and growing enterprises

In 2021, the Equitable Empowerment

Program received $240,000 from

CDBG funds to provide technical

assistance and professional support to

small-scale, community-based

developers in the bidding process for

URA redevelopment opportunities. 
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Sustainable Development
Goal 8:
Decent Work & Economic
Growth

What We're Doing:

8.6 Promote youth employment,

education, and training

Since 2015, the City of Pittsburgh,

Allegheny County, and Partner4Work

have partnered to create Learn &

Earn, a summer youth employment

program. The program annually

connects nearly 2,000 underserved

Allegheny County and Pittsburgh

residents with summer jobs in high-

demand sectors and work-readiness

training. The opportunities are based

on career tracks such as, healthcare,

education, science and technology,

and government and community

services. Pittsburgh’s contribution to

the funding of this program mainly

comes through the Pittsburgh City

Council and CDBG, with additional

donations from external organizations.

Since 2016, the program has helped

more than 9,000 youth to find

summer employment.

Despite the pandemic, the program

continued in 2020 with the help of new

partners and by building capacity for

technological engagement. In 2021, the

program will once again implement a

blended model of in-person and virtual

work. 
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Sustainable Development
Goal 9:
Industry, Innovation, 
& Infrastructure

What We're Doing:

9.1 Develop sustainable, resilient,

and inclusive infrastructures; 9.2

Promote inclusive and sustainable

industrialization

In September 2020, the Pittsburgh

Department of City Planning

announced a new citywide,

comprehensive planning process,

ForgingPGH. The plan integrates the

P4 framework and the UN SDGs to

create a more equitable and

sustainable plan for future land use in

the region, including strategies for

housing development and mobility. The

Plan uses scenario planning to assess

various possible scenarios of

development and identify the most

preferred future outcome through

public engagement and data

visualization tools. 

In late 2020, the City released two

Professional Service RFPs to

understand Housing Needs and

develop a comprehensive market

demand economic opportunity

analysis.

9.A Facilitate sustainable

infrastructure development in

under and unserved communities

The City of Pittsburgh’s Love Your

Block is a mini-grant initiative aimed at

reducing blight, creating assets, and

building resilience, particularly in

underserved communities. Nonprofits

may apply for a maximum grant award

of $1,500 through the Office of

Community Affairs. These projects plan

to engage neighbors through

community garden building,

neighborhood clean-ups, or tree and

flower-planting. 

The Neighborhood Initiatives Fund

through CDBG allocated $515,000 in

2021 to support neighborhood projects

through nonprofits and organizations,

such as vacant property reclamation,

historic preservation, brownfield

development, and public space and

neighborhood infrastructure

improvements. 
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Sustainable Development
Goal 10:
Reduced Inequalities 

What We're Doing:

10.2 Promote universal social,

economic, and political inclusion

In late 2020, after releasing a

professional services RFP earlier in the

year, the City of Pittsburgh partnered

with the Cultural Humility & Equity

Collaborative (CHEC) to create a

cultural competency training

curriculum for the Department of

Public Safety. CHEC is a local

consulting group with experience

working with immigrant and refugee

communities and community leaders in

the Pittsburgh region. The curriculum is

designed with input from these

communities to build the knowledge

and skills necessary for first

responders to effectively address

public safety needs. The training will

begin in 2021 and will equip all Police,

Fire, and EMS personnel with the

resources required to adequately

understand, respect, and protect

immigrant and refugee communities. 

It will also include information about

basic cultural awareness, history of the

communities, attitudes and beliefs, and

have a community input reporting

capability to ensure accountability and

relevance over time.

10.3 Ensure equal opportunities and

end discrimination

The Pittsburgh Commission on Human

Relations is a civil rights organization

aimed at protecting and educating

Pittsburgh residents of their rights. The

CHR mission is to decrease unfair

treatment and discrimination in the

region by encouraging justice and

understanding between communities. 

In the 2021 Operating Budget, PghCHR

lists several goals in line with SDG 10

including the procurement and creation

of Fair Housing Educational Videos to

inform the public. More information

about the Fair Housing Video Series can

be found under Goal 1.4/1.A of the

Initiatives & Professional Services

section.
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Sustainable Development
Goal 10:
Reduced Inequalities 

What We're Doing:

10.A Special and differential

treatment for under and unserved

communities

The Home Accessibility Program for

Independence, through the Urban

Redevelopment Authority, allows those

with physical disabilities to remain in

their homes through grant funding for

accessibility modifications and

construction. Homeowners may

receive a grant up to $10,000 and

landlords may receive up to $5,000

per unit for the construction of

exterior ramps, door widening, visual

doorbells, bathroom modifications, and

other such projects.

This grant is funded through the CDBG

Owner-Occupied Housing

Rehabilitation Project. In 2021,

$780,000 was allocated for this

project and the Residential Facade

Program aimed at improving the

exterior of homes. It is estimated that

70 households will benefit from this

project. 
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Sustainable Development
Goal 11:
Sustainable Cities &
Communities

What We're Doing:

11.1 Safe and affordable housing

The Community Development Block

Grant program (CDBG) funds a

number of initiatives aimed at making

housing more affordable, particularly

to middle- and low-income

communities. A significant amount of

CDBG funding is allocated to the

Urban Redevelopment Authority, which

implements these initiatives. In the

2020 CDBG budget, the URA received

$7.3 million. 

An example of grant allocations

through CDBG includes the Urban

League - Housing Counseling project

which provides $100,000 for housing

counseling services that are expected

to benefit 665 low and moderate

income City residents.

The URA also administers the Housing

Opportunity Fund (HOF) which will

provide financial assistance programs

such as the rental gap program, down

payment and closing cost assistance

program, and the housing stabilization

program. 

The HOF is an integral part of

Pittsburgh’s mission to commit $10

million per year to address the

affordable housing crisis. 

11.2 Affordable and sustainable

transport systems; 11.3 Inclusive

and sustainable urbanization; 11.6

Reduce the environmental impact

of cities; 11.A Strong regional and

local development planning

In July 2021, the City and the

Department of Mobility and

Infrastructure launched Move PGH, an

unprecedented Mobility as a Service

(MaaS) system that integrates

traditional transit options and emerging

low-cost, shared transit options into a

single, accessible system. Move PGH

provides both physical and digital

“mobility hubs” that make multimodal

transportation easy. This is the first

program in the US to provide travelers

with transit options such as bus, bike,

scooter, moped, car, or shared ride 
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Sustainable Development
Goal 11:
Sustainable Cities &
Communities

What We're Doing:
through the Transit app or by visiting

one of the 50 physical mobility hub

locations throughout the City. 

The City has also prioritized the

affordability of transit options by

simultaneously launching a Universal

Basic Mobility Pilot. This second

program will provide up to 100 local,

low-income residents with monthly

transit subscriptions and shared

mobility services in order to decrease

mobility disparities between economic

classes. Both programs are a step in

the right direction in the City’s mission

to ensure that Pittsburghers can easily

access fresh food and basic

transportation without reliance on a

vehicle.

This program is funded and

implemented through a unique public-

private-nonprofit partnership. The

City is working with organizations such

as Spin, Zipcar, and WazeCarpool, etc.

Grant funding through the Richard

King Mellon Foundation will cover the

cost of monthly transit subscriptions

for the Universal Basic Mobility

program, as well as other services.

11.4 Protect Pittsburgh’s cultural

and natural heritage

The City has received a $17,500

Keystone Historic Preservation Grant

from the Pennsylvania Historical &

Museum Commission to support civil

rights historical research in the

Manchester neighborhood to

commemorate the region’s historical

contribution to the Civil Rights

Movement. The City has matched the

grant amount to dedicate a total of

$35,000 to this research. This project is

one of many included in PreservePGH,

the City's Cultural Heritage Plan.

11.5 Reduce the adverse effects of

natural disasters

In April 2021, the City started landslide

remediation work near Cowley Park

to correct a landslide by re-grading the

slope and installing soil nail

reinforcement. Including design,

inspection, and construction contracts,

the Department of Mobility and

Infrastructure has invested $1.07 million

in the project.
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Sustainable Development
Goal 11:
Sustainable Cities &
Communities

What We're Doing:
The City has also received a Pre-

Disaster Mitigation Grant from

FEMA/PEMA to address Mount

Washington landslides at an amount of

$9.9 million.

11.7 Provide access to safe and

inclusive green and public spaces

The Pittsburgh Shade Tree

Commission plants, protects, and

preserves the City’s tree population,

recognizing the importance of urban

forestry. The City’s Operating Budget

includes a Shade Tree Trust Fund which

accounts for revenue and

contributions from citizens and

organizations for the support of the

Commission’s work. 

Most recently, the Commission has

developed an Equitable Street Tree

Investment Strategy. The City

recognizes that urban forest

resources are unevenly distributed:

many neighborhoods, particularly

African-American and low-income

neighborhoods, are deprived of the 

benefits provided by increased tree

populations, such as air quality

improvements, stormwater runoff

reduction, energy savings, and habitat

for wildlife. Beginning in 2021, the

Equitable Street Tree Investment

Strategy will identify neighborhoods

needing investment, approve

investments in 10 targeted

neighborhoods to enhance equity, and

evaluate tree canopy increases.

In early 2021, the City announced a

$50,000 investment from the Trust for

Public Land to revitalize the Hazelwood

Greenway. The 183-acre Greenway

currently has deteriorating roadways

and overgrown brush. The Hazelwood

Greenway Initiative aims to create a

safe and accessible green space for

the community. It will also further the

City’s 10-Minute Walk to a Park

Challenge, which aims to provide all

Pittsburghers with easy access to

public parks and open spaces.

Currently, 87% of Pittsburgh residents

live within a 10-minute walk to a park in

their neighborhood. 
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Sustainable Development
Goal 12:
Responsible Consumption &
Production

What We're Doing:
12.4 Responsible management of

chemicals and waste; 12.5 Reduce

waste generation; 12.8 Promote

universal understanding of

sustainable lifestyles

The Blue Bin Rollout Program is a City

of Pittsburgh initiative that expands

blue recycling bin usage by providing

thousands of bins to City residents.

The plan is a step forward in the City’s

ambitious goal of Zero Waste and

contributes to climate goals by

reducing the usage of blue plastic bags

which are less easily processed by

recycling facilities and may degrade

the value of the recyclables in them.

The City aims to be blue plastic bag-

free by 2023. 

In 2021, the City included a $500,000

addition to the Capital Budget to

cover the cost of the program. This

amount was matched through a grant

from The Recycling Partnership to

begin a three-year program to

purchase and distribute blue bins

throughout the City. 

Additional funding for the program is

provided through grants from the

Pennsylvania Department of

Environmental Protection. 

In March 2021, the City launched phase

2 of the Blue Bin Rollout Program. The

next two phases will serve

approximately 50,000 homes. The Plan

also includes an education initiative by

providing City residents with free online

workshops focused on how to recycle

effectively. 
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Sustainable Development
Goal 13:
Climate Action

What We're Doing:
13.2 Integrate climate change

measures into policies and

planning; 13.3 Build knowledge and

capacity to meet climate change;

13.B Promote mechanisms to raise

capacity for planning and

management

The City is part of a number of

national and global organizations

dedicated to sustainability and

resilience. In 2016, Pittsburgh joined

ICLEI—Local Governments for

Sustainability, a global network of local

governments committed to

sustainable urban development.

Members work together to form

partnerships and build capacity to

tackle long standing climate and

sustainability issues. In 2020, the City

joined ICLEI’s Global Lead City

Network on Sustainable

Procurement (GLCN). Through GLCN,

Pittsburgh has recognized the power

of public procurement in local

government and has committed to

being a global and regional champion

of sustainable procurement.

Many of the procured projects and

services listed in this section have

positive climate-related outcomes. A

few are listed below with details about

where to find more information. 

Martin Luther King Jr./Warren K. Branch

Park Stormwater Project: Goal 6.3

Oakland Energy Master Plan: Goal

7.1/7.2/7.3

Move PGH: Goal 11.2

Blue Bin Rollout Program: Goal

12.4/12.5/12.8
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Sustainable Development
Goal 14:
Life Below Water

What We're Doing:
14.1 Reduce water pollution; 14.2

Protect and restore ecosystems;

14.5 Conserve coastal, riverbank,

and marine areas

Many of the Pittsburgh Sewer and

Water Authority’s (PWSA) projects are

focused on effective management of

sewage, water, and stormwater to

protect Pittsburgh’s rivers. For

example, the Woodland Road

Stormwater Project is currently in

construction, building a dry stream

bed to slow down and soak up

stormwater at the intersection of

Woodland Road and Chapel Hill Road.

This green infrastructure project is

developed in partnership with

Chatham University and is aimed at

reducing the likelihood of sewage

surcharging and basement sewage

backups. 

PWSA is pursuing a number of such

projects focused on stormwater

management in response to an EPA

requirement to reduce the amount of 

sewage overflows and illegal discharges

into rivers and streams. These projects

are particularly relevant during times of

increased precipitation since they

correct previously limited

sewage/stormwater capacity and

reduce combined sewage/stormwater

outflows into the rivers.

The project will be funded through

PWSA, Chatham University, and

partially by ALCOSAN’s GROW grant

program.
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Sustainable Development
Goal 15:
Life On Land

What We're Doing:
15.2 End deforestation and

restore degraded forests

The Pittsburgh Shade Tree

Commission was established to

accomplish a number of goals,

including reducing tree loss during

development, protecting trees and

providing replacement trees for those

lost during construction, maintaining

the health of trees in parks and urban

areas, and generating funds to

support urban forestry. 

You can find more information about

the Shade Tree Commission’s equity

initiatives in Goal 11.7 in this section.

15.3 End desertification and restore

degraded land

The Manchester-Chateau

Neighborhood Plan is a

comprehensive plan to revitalize and

reinvest in this historically significant

neighborhood. Since the construction

of the SR 65 highway in the 1960s, the

neighborhood was divided in two, lost

easy access to the waterfront, and

faced commercial disinvestment. 

The Manchester-Chateau Green

Streets Project addresses degraded

land. Approximately 10% of all land in

Manchester and Chateau is vacant. The

City of Pittsburgh and the URA are

investing in residential units, commercial

and retail space, and green corridors to

restore this land. Specifically, the Plan

aims to construct safe connections

between Manchester, Chateau, and the

Riverfront with green corridors, which

are park-like streets with environmental

benefits.

The I-579 Cap Urban Connector

Project consists of the construction of

a "cap" structure over a portion of

Interstate 579 in downtown Pittsburgh

to provide 3-acre public open space

with accessible pedestrian pathways

and bicycle routes. The project aims to

integrate sustainable "life on land"

practices by including rain gardens for

effective storm water management

and increasing the City's urban tree

cover. 

The project began in 2019 and is

expected to be completed in late 2021

with a construction cost of $32 million.
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Sustainable Development
Goal 16:
Peace, Justice & Strong
Institutions

What We're Doing:
16.1 Reduce violence everywhere

In 2015, the City of Pittsburgh

committed to President Obama’s My

Brother’s Keeper (MBK) initiative in

an effort to make a more equitable

and inclusive Pittsburgh. In continuing

this effort, in 2021, the MBK initiative

launched a violence prevention and

intervention mini-grant program for

community organizations around

Pittsburgh. The program offers up to

$3,000 in funding to organizations

that address violence prevention,

intervention, and outreach activity. The

grants are funded through the MBK

initiative and the Heinz Endowments.

16.3 Promote the rule of law and

ensure equal access to justice

In mid-2020, the City launched designs

for a new Office of Community

Health and Safety. The Office aims to

redirect city resources toward

essential community needs, such as

investing in social services, public

health, and social work experts who

can better assist first responders in

required situations. 

The office will provide training for public

safety personnel in conjunction with

local leaders and experts to inform on

the best practices for harm reduction

and community support. The Office has

determined a number of key focus

areas, including racism, poverty, mental

health, trans-health and wellbeing,

suicide prevention, and supports for

people with disabilities.

In 2021, the Office of Community

Health and Safety and the Bureau of

Police were awarded a Crisis Response

and Intervention Team (CRIT)

technical assistance and training

grant from the U.S. Bureau of Justice

Administration. Pittsburgh was one of

three cities to be selected for this

grant and the only city chosen to

receive enhanced technical assistance.

The program will educate police on

planning crisis response teams, expand

relationships with support services and

community-based resources, and

develop technical assistance and other

resources in addressing people whose

needs lie outside the realm of

traditional law enforcement.
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Sustainable Development
Goal 17:
Partnership for the Goals

What We're Doing:
Local and National Partnerships

Locally and nationally, the City of

Pittsburgh partners with a number of

organizations to procure services for

Pittsburgh residents. This includes

grant funding from federal, state, and

nonprofit institutions to implement

social and environmental programs.

The Community Development Block

Grant program (CDBG), administered

through the U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development, is

particularly beneficial in providing

services and enhancing the quality of

life of Pittsburgh residents. Other

grant funders include the Richard King

Mellon Foundation, the U.S. Bureau of

Justice Administration, the Federal

Emergency Management Agency

(FEMA), and the Pennsylvania

Emergency Management Agency

(PEMA). 

The City also partners with companies

and authorities to form public-private

partnerships to benefit local

communities.

 For example, the Move PGH Initiative

detailed in SDG 11 partners with a

number of private companies to

provide transportation facilities to the

public. The Initiative benefits from a

fleet of shared low-speed electric

scooters provided by Spin; expanded

carshare services provided by Zipcar; a

fleet of electric mopeds by Scoobi;

carpool matching and commuting

services provided through Waze

Carpool; electric charging for e-

scooters provided by Swiftmile; transit

and mobility information on

TransitScreens at mobility hubs; and

trip planning and booking through

Transit. 

Finally, the City thanks its numerous

partners for all their help with SDG

work specifically. These partners include

the Brookings Institution, Carnegie

Mellon University, Forbes Funds,

Sustainable Pittsburgh, Coro

Fellowship, Heartland Investors, C40,

and the United Nations Foundation. 
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Commodities,
Equipment, and Utilities

As a result of the virtual work-

from-home setting during the

pandemic, Pittsburgh reduced its

usage of copy paper by 56%

between 2019 and 2020. 

This section seeks to understand some

of the commodities, equipment, and

utilities that the City procures through

funding allocated in the operating or

capital budget, or provided through

grants. Five specific projects are

analyzed in this section for their

alignment with the SDGs: 100%

renewable energy in the City’s major

facilities, expansion of the City’s

Electric Vehicle (EV) fleet, sustainable

procurement of the City’s office

supplies, Net-Zero Energy Efficiency in

newly constructed City buildings, and

LED street light conversion. 

These projects are a result either of

codified city policy, such as the Net-

Zero Energy Efficiency Building

requirement in the City’s municipal

code, or of Peduto Administration

initiatives and executive orders. The

City is currently planning on legislating

some of these projects to ensure that

they are not abandoned during

elections and between administrations. 
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As per the City Municipal Code,

commodities are defined as

materials, supplies, goods,

equipment, and/or personal

property. 
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100% Renewable Energy
-
Sustainable Development Goal 7

What We're Doing:

The Western Pennsylvania Energy

Consortium (WPEC) is a collaborative

energy-purchasing platform led by the

City of Pittsburgh since 2008 in an

effort to aggregate the purchasing

power of the largest electricity users in

the region. The WPEC allows

collaboration between the region’s

energy users in order to more

effectively negotiate to reduce costs,

save taxpayer money, and create local

clean energy jobs. The City of

Pittsburgh has leveraged this

partnership to accomplish ambitious

climate-related goals. Specifically, the

2018 Pittsburgh Climate Action Plan set

a goal for the City to source 100%

renewable energy by 2030. 

The Consortium has transitioned from

focusing solely on the lowest price point

to considering additional factors into

the procurement decisions, such as

carbon emissions, project location, and

social responsibility metrics. The City of

Pittsburgh has aided in this transition by

hosting workshops to reevaluate

priorities and educate WPEC members

on renewable energy.  
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In May 2020, the WPEC committed to

a 12-month agreement with Direct

Energy for 100% renewable energy

supply. This was a huge increase from

the previous year’s 35% procurement

of renewable energy credits. As a

result, the City of Pittsburgh is now

sourcing 100% of the energy for the

City’s major facilities from renewable

resources, 10 years ahead of the goal

set by the Climate Action Plan. 

With this agreement, the consortium

has offset nearly 43,000 metric tons

of CO2 equivalent. The contracts will

also save the City around $100,000 in

energy costs and save $670,000 for

WPEC members total. The City’s cost

savings will be allocated toward

furthering sustainability and energy-

efficiency projects.

This program is important for

Pittsburgh specifically— the City has

historically poor air quality as a result

of fossil-fuel-powered energy

generation in the region. 

36



100% Renewable Energy
-
Sustainable Development Goal 7

What We're Doing:

Through the transition to renewable

energy, the City and its partners in the

WPEC will increase quality of life and

alleviate the consequences of air

pollution.

Next Steps:

This contract has been renewed and

the City will continue to purchase

renewable energy via national RECs. In

future planning, the City has considered

potential renewable projects in

Pennsylvania that could supply

electricity for the WPEC. Pittsburgh is

aiming to shift away from national

RECs to more local projects in order to

support local renewable development. 
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Electric Vehicle Fleet
-
Sustainable Development Goal 11

What We're Doing:

In 2019, the Pittsburgh Department of

Sustainability and Resilience convened

an Electric Vehicle Task Force to

provide recommendations to enable the

use of electric vehicles by the City and

its residents. With the Task Force’s

insight, the City has leveraged grant

funding and vehicle turnover cycles to

purchase alternatively fueled and

hybrid vehicles, including electric

sedans, hybrid police vehicles, and CNG

refuse trucks.

In order to effectively track the

transition to electric vehicles, the City is

compiling a fleet breakdown. Currently,

the City operates 27 electric vehicles,

10 CNG refuse trucks, and 5 solar

chargers and 1 DC Fast charger. 

In 2021, to facilitate the incorporation

of electric vehicles, the City partnered

with the American Cities Climate

Challenge and the Pittsburgh Parking

Authority to develop an EV Charging

Strategic Plan. The Plan creates a

framework for expanding public EV

charging access.
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Currently, the City has 35 public EV

charging plugs. By 2025, the Plan aims

to partner with stakeholders to

increase the total number of public

charging plugs to over 2,000 across

the City. This is a step toward the

City’s Climate Action Plan goal of

reducing greenhouse gas emissions

from transportation by 50% by 2030. 

In May 2021, the City was awarded

$160,000 from the Pennsylvania

Department of Environmental

Protection's Alternative Fuels Incentive

Grants (AFIG) program to purchase

nine new vehicles for its EV fleet. This

includes its first all-electric bucket

truck for the forestry division and

eight Chevy Bolts. This grant works in

conjunction with two other awarded

state grants from 2019 and 2020

which have been allocated toward

installing EV charging stations. The

City has also budgeted for 65 new

EVs and charging infrastructure with

ARP funds. 

17%

10%
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Sustainable Office Supplies
-
Sustainable Development Goal 12

What We're Doing:

The City municipal code was amended

in 2016 to include a section on

Environmentally Preferred Purchases.

This section outlines procurement

standards for certain products, such as

requirements for paper and electronic

products and elimination of styrofoam

products. Paper products, specifically,

must contain a minimum of 30% post-

consumer recycled content and must

be processed chlorine-free.

After joining the GLCN on Sustainable

Procurement, the City emphasized

green procurement, beginning with

paper products and office supplies. In

May 2021, Pittsburgh announced that

Office Depot would be the City’s

preferred office supply vendor. This

partnership with Office Depot will allow

city employees to access a

sustainability dashboard when ordering

items. City employees are directed to

products with “green” attributes and

are encouraged to select the

sustainable option, when possible. 
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Calculated using the 2020 reduced paper quantity,

there would be a 10% increase in cost if the City

switches to 30% Recycled Paper and a 25% increase

in cost in switching to 100% recycled paper.

Switching to 30% Recycled Paper corresponds to a

17% decrease in CO2 emissions as compared to the

baseline quantity from 2020; switching to 100%

Recycled Paper corresponds to a 58% decrease in

CO2 emissions.

30% Recycled Paper
100% Recycled

Paper

58%

17%

10%

25%

Office Depot will also implement a

“packaging-free delivery program” for

the City in order to replace deliveries

with unsustainable packing materials

with deliveries in reusable tote bags.

Through this program, the City will be

able to more effectively track data

about office supply procurement and

understand its impact on the

environment. 
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Net Zero Energy Efficiency
-
Sustainable Development Goal 13

What We're Doing:

Legislation introduced by the Peduto

Administration in 2019 requires all new

and renovated City buildings to be net-

zero energy efficient. This requirement

is outlined in the City’s municipal code

under the section on Sustainable

Development for City-Owned Facilities.

With this initiative, the City committed

to building and supporting sustainable

developments, to yield cost savings to

the City’s taxpayers through reduced

operating costs, to provide healthy and

productive work environments for all

residents and employees, and to deliver

on the City’s dedication to the Paris

Climate Accord. 

Unless exempt, all construction of new

buildings on City-owned property and

all Major Renovations of existing City-

owned buildings must achieve net-zero

energy ready building performance.

Net-zero Energy Ready Building shall

mean a building designed and

constructed to be highly energy

efficient. 
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These buildings will be designed and

constructed with the necessary

infrastructure to receive a solar

photovoltaic system or other carbon

neutral energy generation

technologies in the future.

All current renovations and

construction are following this code.

For example, in 2021, the City broke

ground for a new Department of

Public Works 4th Division facility. The

DPW facility will be energy efficient

and outfitted with current

technologies to support workers. The

project is currently budgeted for $3.2

million in capital funding and

construction is expected to begin in

August. 

17%

10%
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LED Streetlight Conversion
-
Sustainable Development Goal 15

What We're Doing:

In May 2021, the City released an RFP

to begin transitioning its existing

inventory of 35,000 overhead

streetlights to LED. Pittsburgh

streetlights currently consume 25 million

kilowatt hours of electricity annually,

more than half of all the electricity used

for City operations. Full LED streetlight

conversion would result in a 28%

decrease in the City’s total electricity

consumption; the current RFP’s scope

will lead to a 22% reduction in City

electricity consumption. 

The LED Streetlight Conversion Project

aims to improve the quality of

Pittsburgh’s outdoor lighting, reduce

energy use and costs, and enhance

quality of life on land by adhering to

Dark Sky Lighting Principals. Dark Sky

best practices will be incorporated into

the LED streetlight upgrade program,

including lower color temperature

(warmer, yellower light, instead of

brighter, bluer light) and shielding to

prevent lights from shining into the sky. 
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Dark Sky principles address the issue

of light pollution in cities and aim to

restore the view of natural skies. 

The City’s RFP is funded primarily

through the capital budget and partly

with funds from the ARP budget.

Construction will begin in 2022 and is

expected to finish in 2024. The project

will include an existing conditions

survey to expand and collect new

information to develop a conversion

and maintenance plan; the

development of a conversion plan to

LED within a three-year installation;

the implementation of the LED

conversion; reporting on performance

metrics; and installation of new LED

lights throughout the City. 

17%

10%
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American Rescue Plan
Funds Allocation

First, local governments should utilize

ARP funds to stabilize their operating

budgets and recover from significant

cutbacks in personnel, employees, and

services during the pandemic. Second,

local governments should strategically

invest in infrastructure and programs

to support residents. In making these

investments, leaders should consider

immediacy, inclusivity, future prosperity,

and complementarity to ensure that

projects are collaborative and united.

Finally, ARP funds should be organized

to take advantage of public/private

partnerships and community

organizations to supplement recovery

plans, set goals, recommend

investments, and track results. 

The City’s allocations adhere to these

standards by investing in City

employees and services, equitable

infrastructure projects, and

partnerships with Pittsburgh

organizations. 

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARP)

was signed into law on March 11, 2021

as a $1.9 trillion package that will

address the consequences of COVID-

19 on American communities. The Plan

will support equitable economic

recovery, immediately reduce child

poverty, invest in the containment of

the COVID-19 virus, and provide direct

relief to American families. The ARP

includes $350 billion in funding toward

eligible state, local, territorial, and Tribal

governments in order to implement and

encourage these goals. 

The City of Pittsburgh received $335

million in relief funding as a part of the

ARP. The funds allocation will follow the

City’s P4 framework, which emphasizes

People, Planet, Place, and Performance.

The exact allocations are detailed on

the next page. 

A Brookings Analysis* recommends a

three-pronged approach to

determining the allocations of ARP

funds: stabilize, strategize, and

organize. 
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*https://www.brookings.edu/blog/the-avenue/2021/03/23/how-should-local-leaders-use-their-american-rescue-plan-funding/
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ARP Funds Allocation

Investment in People ($66M)
$21 Million for OwnPGH to promote affordable

home ownership in Pittsburgh.   

$5 Million to create a fund at the Urban

Redevelopment Authority to protect existing

affordable housing.  

$6 Million to expand the City of Pittsburgh’s lot

maintenance program through a workforce

development initiative.  

$10 Million to expand our Office of Community

Health & Safety - Allegheny Health Network co-

responder model to all six zones 24/7.  

$2 Million for a new fund to support local

artists who experienced financial hardship

during COVID and to bring music and art into

public events and facilities across Pittsburgh.  

$2.5 Million to fund a Guaranteed Basic Income

Pilot.  

$19 Million to fund improvements at CitiParks

Recreation Centers across Pittsburgh to

include Rec2Tech build out, HVAC

improvements and sustainability upgrades.  

$2 Million for community public safety facilities

to respond to rise in violent crime.  

Creation of a new grant program to support

youth sports organizations in the City of

Pittsburgh. 
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$10 Million to create a new program at

the Urban Redevelopment Authority to

help low to moderate income

homeowners make improvements to

their homes to weatherize, lower utility

bills and promote renewable energy uses.  

$20 Million for removal of lead from our

water and paint.  

$7.5 Million for the purchase of electric

vehicles and electric vehicle

infrastructure for the City of

Pittsburgh’s fleet. 

17%

10%

Investment in Planet ($37.5M)

The SDGs shown in relevance to each of these investments are a non-exhaustive list. There is considerable overlap

between the Goals in these projects and to avoid redundancy, only the most pertinent are listed. 
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ARP Funds Allocation

Investment in Place ($58M)
$7 Million of funding for the Mayor’s 7 Avenues

of Hope ($1 million each).  

$10 Million to launch the reconstructed Land

Bank at the Urban Redevelopment Authority.  

$5 Million to create a fund at the Urban

Redevelopment Authority to support

community land trusts.  

$2 Million to close the funding gap on

affordable housing development at Gladstone

School in Hazelwood.  

$1 Million to the redevelopment of 1600

Broadway Avenue in Beechview. $2 Million for

the redevelopment of Lexington Technology

Park - Homewood Avenue. $1 Million for the

Jasmine Nyree Campus in Sheraden. $2 Million

to complete the funding for new Davis Avenue

Bridge in Brighton Heights for bikes &

pedestrians. 

$3.5 Million to forgive small business loans from

the Urban Redevelopment Authority during the

pandemic. 
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$5 Million to undo the City of Pittsburgh’s

wage freeze.  

Addresses the lost revenue of the Public

Parking Authority of Pittsburgh. 

17%

10%

Investment in Performance ($172M)

$1 Million to help make businesses make their

“streeteries” permanent. 

$12 Million to fund the addition of 8,000 new

LED streetlights that were found to be missing

during the light equity analysis. 

$2.5 Million to complete the funding for the

North Avenue Streetscape Rehabilitation.

$1 Million to complete the funding for new

sidewalks on Irvine Street in Hazelwood. 

$3 Million to complete design and engineering

on public step projects to make shovel ready

for the infrastructure bill. 

$2.2 Million to complete design and engineering

on Hill District Corridor Improvements to make

shovel ready for the infrastructure bill. 

$2.8 Million to complete funding for the final

segment for the conversion of Penn Circle

back to two-way. 

$22 Million to restore critical positions

cut from the City of Pittsburgh’s budget.  

$112 Million to avoid all of the potential

layoffs outlined in the original 2021 City

of Pittsburgh budget.  

$17 Million to restore critical budget

items such as the City Cuts program for

seniors and the City of Pittsburgh Facility

Improvement Fund.  

$6 Million to invest in the City of

Pittsburgh’s fleet to respond to the

extra wear and tear vehicles received

during the pandemic. 
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Financial Investment
Strategies

ESG investing has been proven socially

impactful and just as, if not more,

financially stable and profitable as

traditional investing. A Morgan Stanley

study* shows that during COVID-19 in

2020, sustainable funds outperformed

traditional funds. These funds reduced

investment risk and increased resilience

in the face of heightened volatility.

For Pittsburgh, these policies are just

the beginning. The pension board is also

exploring how to strategically move

capital so that it continues to align with

the fund’s financial goals and the City’s

sustainability and social goals. Grant

Ervin, Pittsburgh’s Chief Resilience

Officer, believes that the City’s ESG

investing program can direct

investment toward local and/or

immediately beneficial projects, such as

affordable housing development and

renewable energy generation. 

In September 2020, the City of

Pittsburgh Comprehensive Municipal

Pension Trust Fund (CMPTF) adopted

“Socially Responsible Investing”

guidelines to ensure that pension

investments in companies follow

environmentally friendly and socially

responsible standards. These ESG

(Environmental, Social, and Governance)

guidelines are a result of Pittsburgh’s

commitment to integrate sustainability

into all facets of procurement—

including procurement of financial

securities.

The pension board’s amendment to

investment policy incorporates two

main guidelines. First, it requires the

divestment of funds from companies

that are involved in or benefit from

select criteria, such as for-profit

prisons. Second, it includes a positive

screening investment approach which

encourages investment in socially

responsible and environmentally-

friendly companies, products, and

practices. These criteria are detailed

further in this section. 
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*https://www.morganstanley.com/ideas/esg-funds-outperform-peers-coronavirus
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Pension Fund Investment Guidelines

Divestment Mandates
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Investments in the following should be avoided:

Companies who are involved or benefit

from for-profit prisons, mass

incarceration, capital punishment or

immigration detention centers.

Companies who manufacture

firearms or receive a majority of

revenue from firearm products.

Companies whose practices are

detrimental to the environment which

demonstrate poor performance in the

areas of hazardous waste,

environmental regulatory problems,

and toxic emissions and/or a company

who derives a significant portion of

revenue from fossil fuels.

Socially Responsible Investing Guidelines
A portion of the portfolio is dedicated to socially responsible investment allocation.

Positive screens will include:

Consider companies that engage in

development and implementation of

environmentally friendly products

and services.

Support shareholder actions to limit

weapon productions, etc.

Encourage efforts by companies to

promote a respect for fundamental

human rights throughout the

countries in which they operate 

Protection of the Environment:

Reduction of Arms Production:

Promotion of Human Dignity:
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Socially Responsible Investing
Detailed Considerations

City of Pittsburgh | Procurement-Focused VLR 2021

Consider companies that engage in

development and implementation of

environmentally friendly products and

services.

Consider companies that preserve the

planet’s ecological heritage and

creating environmentally sensitive and

innovative technologies

Consider companies that undertake

energy conservation initiatives and

develop alternative renewable and clean

energy resources

Support shareholder actions to limit

weapon productions, limit foreign sales

of weapons and convert corporate

capacity and energy to non-military uses

and initiatives

Use shareholder resolutions and other

means to encourage companies to

provide sufficient wages, working

conditions and other social benefits that

enable their employees and families to a

balanced working life.

Encourage efforts by companies to

promote a respect for fundamental

human rights throughout the countries

in which they operate and sale products

or services

Protection of the Environment:

Reduce Arms Production

Promotion of Human Dignity

17%

10%

Favor companies that actively promote

corporate policies on equal pay and

promotion opportunities for women

and minorities

Encourage efforts by companies to

promote the active participation of

women and minorities in the

representation and management of the

company, particularly in creation of

company policies and decision-making as

well as inclusion in executive and

corporate leadership

Favor companies who strive to make a

positive impact on housing, health care

and other necessary services that

improve the quality of life for the under-

served population

Favor companies that engage in

practices or policies intended to end

human trafficking

Favor companies who exhibit the ability

to hire and advance the careers of

women and minorities

In addition to the above listed positive

screens, managers may add additional

positive initiatives as long as it is for the

benefit of society and aligns with CMPTF’s

risk adjusted return objectives.
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This VLR presents a non-exhaustive list of Pittsburgh’s current

initiatives relating to the SDGs. Here are three recommendations

for the future of the City's work in sustainability and social

impact. 

ESG Policy for all
Procurement

Similar to the ESG policy for the City’s pension fund

investments, codifying sustainable procurement will

ensure the permanence of this work. 
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Increase Resident
Awareness & Engagement

The City should aim to increase SDG awareness in

communities and emphasize resident engagement

with the VLR process by leveraging the

EngagePGH site and creating a central platform

where residents can understand City initiatives

and offer input. 

Next VLR
The City’s next VLR will be focused on resident

engagement. By collecting Pittsburghers’ opinions

and narratives, the City can better understand

which SDG-related initiatives are most important

to the people and which SDGs need more City

policy and investment. 
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SDG Themes
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SDG 1: No Poverty

1.1 Eradicate extreme poverty

1.2 Reduce poverty in all forms

1.3 Implement social protection systems

1.4 Equal rights to ownership, basic services,

technology, and economic resources

1.5 Resilience of the under and unserved to

shocks and disasters

1.A Mobilize resources from various sources

1.B Create pro-poor and gender-sensitive policy

frameworks

SDG 2: Zero Hunger

2.1 Universal access to safe and nutritious food

2.2 End all forms of malnutrition

2.3 Increase productivity and income of local

food producers

2.4 Sustainable food production and resilient

agricultural practices

2.5 Maintain the genetic diversity in food

production

2.A Invest in rural infrastructure, agricultural

research, technology, and gene banks

SDG 3: Good Health & Well-Being

3.1 Reduce maternal mortality

3.2 End all preventable deaths under 5 years of

age

3.3 Fight communicable diseases

3.4 Reduce mortality for non-communicable

diseases and promote mental health

3.5 Prevent and treat substance abuse

3.6 Reduce road injuries and deaths

3.7 Universal access to sexual and reproductive

care, family planning and education

3.8 Universal health coverage

3.9 Reduce illnesses and death from hazardous

chemicals and pollution

3.A Tobacco control

3.B Access to affordable vaccines and medicines

3.D Improve early warning systems for health

risks
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SDG 4: Quality Education

4.1 Equal access to quality primary and

secondary education

4.2 Equal access to quality pre-primary

education

4.3 Equal access to affordable technical

vocational and higher education

4.4 Financial literacy

4.5 Eliminate all discrimination in education

4.6 Universal literacy and numeracy

4.7 Education for sustainable development and

global citizenship

4.A Build and upgrade inclusive and safe schools

4.B Expand higher education scholarships

4.C Increase the supply of qualified teachers

that are reflective of the population

demographics

SDG 5: Gender Equality

5.1 End discrimination against women and girls,

including trans women

5.2 End violence against and exploitation of

women and girls

5.3 Eliminate forced marriages and genital

mutilation

5.4 Value unpaid care and promote shared

domestic responsibilities

5.5 Ensure full participation in leadership and

decision-making

5.6 Universal access to reproductive health and

rights

5.A Equal rights to economic resources, property

ownerships and financial services

5.B Promote empowerment of women through

technology

5.C Adopt and strengthen policies and

enforceable legislation for gender equality

SDG 6: Clean Water & Sanitation

6.1 Safe and affordable drinking water

6.2 End open defecation and provide access to

sanitation and hygiene

6.3 Improve water quality, wastewater

treatment and safe reuse

The Sustainable Development Goal themes used in this VLR were derived from the SDG

targets. Each theme's corresponding target number is listed for reference. 
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SDG Themes
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6.4 Increase water-use efficiency and ensure

freshwater supplies

6.5 Implement integrated water resources

management

6.6 Protect and restore water-related

ecosystems

6.A Expand water and sanitation support to

under and unserved communities

6.B Support local engagement in water and

sanitation management

SDG 7: Affordable & Clean Energy

7.1 Universal access to modern energy

7.2 Increase global percentage of renewable

energy

7.3 Double the improvement in energy efficiency

7.A Promote access to research technology and

investments in clean energy

7.B Expand and upgrade energy services for

under and unserved communities

SDG 8: Decent Work & Economic Growth

8.1 Sustainable economic growth

8.2 Diversify, innovate, and upgrade for

economic productivity

8.3 Promote policies to support job creation and

growing enterprises

8.4 Improve resource efficiency in consumption

and production

8.5 Full employment and decent work with equal

pay

8.6 Promote youth employment, education, and

training

8.7 End modern slavery, trafficking, and child

labor

8.8 Protect labor rights and promote safe

working environments

8.9 Promote beneficial and sustainable tourism

8.10 Universal access to banking, insurance, and

financial services

8.A Increase aid for trade support

8.B Develop a global youth employment strategy

SDG 9: Industry, Innovation & Infrastructure

9.1 Develop sustainable, resilient, and inclusive

infrastructures

9.2 Promote inclusive and sustainable

industrialization
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9.3 Increase access to financial services and

markets

9.4 Upgrade all industries and infrastructures for

sustainability

9.5 Enhance research and upgrade industrial

technologies

9.A Facilitate sustainable infrastructure

development in under and unserved communities

9.B Support domestic technology development

and industrial diversification

9.C Universal access to information and

communication technology

SDG 10: Reduced Inequalities

10.1 Reduce income inequalities

10.2 Promote universal social, economic, and

political inclusion

10.3 Ensure equal opportunities and end

discrimination

10.4 Adopt fiscal and social policies that promote

equality

10.5 Improved regulation of global financial

markets and institutions

10.6 Enhanced representations for under and

unserved communities in financial institutions

10.7 Responsible and well-managed migration

policies

10.A Special and differential treatment for under

and unserved communities

SDG 11: Sustainable Cities & Communities

11.1 Safe and affordable housing

11.2 Affordable and sustainable transport

systems

11.3 Inclusive and sustainable urbanization

11.4 Protect Pittsburgh’s cultural and natural

heritage

11.5 Reduce the adverse effects of natural

disasters

11.6 Reduce the environmental impact of cities

11.7 Provide access to safe and inclusive green

and public spaces

11.A Strong regional and local development

planning

11.B Implement policies for inclusion, resource

efficiency and disaster risk reduction

11.C Support under and unserved communities in

sustainable and resilient building
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SDG Themes
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SDG 12: Responsible Consumption &

Production

12.2 Sustainable management and use of natural

resources

12.3 Reduce per capita food waste

12.4 Responsible management of chemicals and

waste

12.5 Reduce waste generation

12.6 Encourage companies to adopt sustainable

practices and sustainability reporting

12.6 Promote sustainable public procurement

practices

12.8 Promote universal understanding of

sustainable lifestyles

12.B Develop and implement tools to monitor

sustainable tourism

12.C Remove market distortions that encourage

wasteful consumption

SDG 13: Climate Action

13.1 Strengthen resilience and adaptive capacity

to climate related disasters

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into

policies and planning

13.3 Build knowledge and capacity to meet

climate change

13.B Promote mechanisms to raise capacity for

planning and management

SDG 14: Life Below Water

14.1 Reduce water pollution

14.2 Protect and restore ecosystems

14.3 Reduce ocean acidification

14.4 Promote sustainable fishing

14.5 Conserve coastal, riverbank, and marine

areas

14.7 Increase the economic benefits from

sustainable use of water resources

14.A Increase scientific knowledge, research and

technology for river and ocean health

SDG 15: Life On Land

15.1 Conserve and restore terrestrial and

freshwater ecosystems

15.2 End deforestation and restore degraded

forests

15.3 End desertification and restore degraded

land
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15.4 Ensure conservation of mountain

ecosystems

15.5 Protect biodiversity and natural habitats

15.6 Promote access to genetic resources and

fair sharing of the benefits

15.7 Eliminate poaching and trafficking of

protected species

15.8 Prevent invasive alien specific on land and in

water ecosystems

15.9 Integrate ecosystem and biodiversity in

governmental planning

15.A Increase financial resources to conserve

and sustainably use ecosystem and biodiversity

15.B Finance and incentivize sustainable forest

management

15.C Combat global poaching and trafficking

SDG 16: Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions

16.1 Reduce violence everywhere

16.2 Protect children from abuse exploitation,

trafficking, and violence

16.3 Promote the rule of law and ensure equal

access to justice

16.4 Combat organized crime and illicit financial

and arms flows

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery

16.6 Develop effective, accountable, and

transparent institutions

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, and

representative decision-making

16.8 Strengthen the participation in global

governance

16.9 Provide universal legal identity

16.10 Ensure public access to information and

protect fundamental freedoms

16.A Strengthen national institutions to prevent

violence and combat terrorism and crime

16.B Promote and enforce non-discriminatory

laws and policies

SDG 17: Partnership for the Goals

Local Partnerships

National & International Partnerships
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