
 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of March 2, 2022 
Beginning at 12:30 PM 

Held via Zoom and available to view at 
https://www.youtube.com/user/planpghvideo 

In Attendance: 
 
Members Staff 

Andrew Dash Sharon Spooner 

Lucia M. Aguirre Sarah Quinn 

Richard Snipe  
Karen Loysen  

Matthew Falcone  

James Hill  

David Green  

 
Call to Order: Ms. Aguirre calls role and confirms that a quorum is present.  

 
Old Business-None. 
New Business: 

Approval of Minutes:  In regards to the March 2022 meeting minutes, Mr. Falcone 
moves to approve the minutes and Mr. Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in 
favor and motion carries. Mr. Hill was not present for this item and did not vote. 
   
Approval of Issuance of Certificates of Appropriateness:  In regards to the issuance 
of Certificates of Appropriateness in March 2022, Mr. Falcone moves to approve and Mr. 
Green seconds. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Hill was 
not present for this item and did not vote. 

 
Other Business: 

1. Mr. Green states that 138 Thackeray, shown on the C of A report, is state owned and not 

permitted by PLI, and will need a solution for inspection for HRC purposes. 

2. Ms. Quinn gives a staff update. She talks about planned updates for the website. 

3. Ms. Aguirre suggests that the Commissioners could be involved in that as well. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that is a possibility. She talks about other preservation projects as well as 

possibilities for upcoming trainings. 

5. Ms. Aguirre suggests a refresher HRC training as well. She states that the Commissioners 

should look at the options and provide feedback via email. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that she thinks one of the biggest issues is for after-the-fact projects. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees. 

8. Mr. Green addresses some of the after-the-fact projects and the fact that there are not hard 

and fast rules about enforcement. He states that the HRC is the deciding body for some of 

these issues. 

9. Ms. Quinn states that there is a real estate boom in the city, which is contributing to some of 

these issues. 

10. Mr. Hill talks about the possibility of a plaque program. 

11. Mr. Dash states that there was some money from a section 106 review for design, and he can 

follow up on it. 
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12. Ms. Aguirre confirms that a quorum is present before moving to Hearing and Action. All 

Commissioners are now present. 

Directors Report: 
 
Adjourn: 
 
Mr. Falcone moves to adjourn. 

Mr. Green seconds. 

Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote, all are in favor and meeting is adjourned. 

Minutes of the agenda items follow. 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
841 Beech Avenue 

                                                                     
Allegheny West Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Aaron Bryan 
841 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-N-203 
 

 

Applicant: 
Aaron Bryan 
841 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/18/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Replacement of windows on front facade. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Aaron Bryan speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Ms. Carole Malakoff speaks on behalf of the LRC. She states that they feel that this 
is a very successful project. She states that they met with the applicant and worked 
with him to revise the application from winyl to wood windows. She comments 
states that the sashes should be equal, and there is a similar house next door that 
the applicant can model the windows on. 

4. Mr. Bryan states that they are happy to use the house next door as a model, as they 
have the same architect and were built around the same time. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She acknowledges 
for the recordShe asks for comments and questions from Commissioners. She 
agrees that the project is going in the right direction, and would just like to have 
final drawings submitted. 

6. Mr. Hill agrees and suggest they be sent to staff. 

7. Ms. Loysen asks if the first-floor two-over-two window is original. 

8. Mr. Bryan states that he has never been able to find a historic photo of his home. 
He states that from conversations with neighbors and looking at the house next 
door with the same architect, the windows were all one-over-one with the 
exception of that first floor window which was stained glass. 

9. Ms. Aguirre states that final drawings will need to be submitted. 

10. Mr. Snipe asks about paint color. 

11. Mr. Bryan states that the window and trim will be black. 



 Motion: 

1. Ms. Loysen moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Hill adds that they should submit final drawings to staff. 

3. Mr. Snipe adds that the sizing of the third windows should be represented 
accurately. He seconds. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
601-605 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
SJP Carson LLC 
119 Macon Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15218 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-F-48 

 

Applicant: 
Maria Wilson 
Wilson Architecture+Design 
300 Mt. Lebanon Blvd. Ste. 201B 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15234 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  2/28/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including construction of a ramp for 
accessibility. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Maria Wilson speaks as the architect for the project. She explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that the applicant did attend 
a DAM and met with the LRC twice, and have been very willing to work with the 
community. He states that they are fine with what has been presented, and would 
just like to have final materials submitted including the final colors and shop 
drawings for the door as well as the ramp and railing. He states that they would 
like to have the rooftop railing be inconspicuous, but as it is metal and black it 
won’t stand out so they are fine with it as proposed. He states that there is part of a 
cornice on 605 that they are fine with being removed, pending a restoration of that 
façade somewhere down the road. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She acknowledges 
for the record the email received from the LRC. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Falcone asks if there are and plans to restore 605, as it had been so altered in 
the past. 

6. Ms. Wilson expects that will be done in the future once there is a tenant for the 
space. 

7. Mr. Falcone commends the applicant on the project. 

8. Ms. Loysen asks about the opaque transoms on the 6th Street windows. 

9. Ms. Wilson explains their proposal to repaint them for now pending a full window 
replacement in the future. 

10. Ms. Aguirre would still like to see a plan for the rooftop deck, even though it will 



not be very visible. She agrees with the additional information requested by the 
LRC as well as final construction drawings. 

11. Ms. Loysen suggests labelling this approval as “Phase 1” since there will be more 
work done in the future. 

12. Ms. Aguirre adds that the graffiti removal should be done according to the 
National Parks Service’s standards.  

13. Mr. Snipe states that he has no co0ncerns. 

14. Mr. Hill states that he is fine with the applicant following up with staff. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve, with final details as outlined to be submitted to 
staff for final approval. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1209 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
John Demauro 
1209 E. Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-166 
 

 

Applicant: 
David Morgan 
 1234 Sarah Street 
 Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  12/2/20 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Alteration to previously approved proposal. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. David Morgan speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the update 
to the previous approval and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that the applicant did attend 
a DAM as well as met with the LRC twice. He states that the applicant made a few 
changes on their advice including the storefront and steps. He states that they 
agree that the addition of the door will be an improvement and they recommend 
approval. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She acknowledges 
for the record the email received from the LRC. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

5. Mr. Snipe states that he doesn’t have any comments. 

6. Mr. Hill states that he doesn’t have any comments and thanks the applicant for his 
diligence. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees and states that this will be an improvement. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe moves to approve as submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Dash stepped 
away and did not vote. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1210 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Henry Wang 
3E Franchise LLC 
461 Melwood Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-21 

 
Applicant: 
Jim Smith 
3E Renovations 
461 Melwood Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15213 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  12/17/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Storefront renovations and signage. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jim Smith speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project and 
goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that the LRC has worked with 
the applicant. He states that the storefront is not original and is probably from the 
‘30s with later alterations. He states that the LRC didn’t feel the need to preserve 
it, although the applicant did preserve its basic geometry. He states that they are in 
favor of the project as modified and recommends approval. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She acknowledges 
for the record the email received from the LRC. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She thanks the applicant for providing the 
additional information. 

5. Mr. Snipe states that he doesn’t have any further questions. 

6. Ms. Loysen still has a concern about the width of the mullions. 

7. Ms. Aguirre understands the concerns, but looking at the additional information 
she is satisfied, especially given the LRC’s comment that the storefront is not 
original. 

8. Ms. Loysen comments on insulated glass and states that it can change the look of a 
building. 

9. Ms. Aguirre mentions that historic properties can be exempted from energy code. 

10. Mr. Green addresses the energy code but states that it may not be relevant to this 
discussion. 

11. Ms. Aguirre asks if the storefront glass will be tinted at all. 



12. Mr. Smith says no. 

13. Ms. Loysen states that if it is low-e, it will have some reflectivity. She states that 
insulated glass may not be necessary if air infiltration is dealt with. 

14. Mr. Green states that there is a lot of glass on the storefront so it will have an 
effect. 

15. Mr. Smith states that, as the LRC mentioned, the current storefront is not original. 
He states that they also did try to find historic photos, but weren’t able to find any. 

16. Ms. Aguirre states that the concerns so far are the mullions and glazing. She states 
that she does not have an issue with the mullions, and looking at the guidelines 
they do call for transparent glass. She asks for any other comments from 
Commissioners. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Snipe states that he is fine with what was presented and states that the 
applicant did come back with the information requested and received the LRC’s 
support. He moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Mr. Falcone addresses the historic character of the storefront and feels that a 
1930s storefront is contributing in the district, which has a wide range of 
significance especially on first-floor storefronts. He wants to be very careful about 
dismissing elements that have changed over time that may have an inherently 
historic character, both in discussion with the HRC and LRC as well. 

4. Mr. Smith talks about their approach and what they have been able to keep from 
the existing storefront. 

5. Ms. Loysen asks about the mullion that has been moved. 

6. Mr. Smith explains why they moved that element, and states that they discussed it 
with the LRC as well. 

7. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Snipe, Mr. Green, Mr. Falcone, and Mr. Hill are in 
favor, Ms. Loysen is opposed, and Ms. Aguirre abstains. Motion carries. Mr. Dash 
stepped away and did not vote. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1500 Bingham Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Sunny Varrasso 
Southside REH, LLC 
4769 Oakhurst Avenue 
Gibsonia, Pa 15044 

 
Ward:  17th 
 
Lot and Block:  3-H-99 
 

 
Applicant: 
David Noss 
RSH Architects 
363 Vanadium Road, Ste. 200 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15243 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  1/20/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Building renovations including new windows, doors, and 
masonry. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Sunny Varrasso speaks as the owner of the property. She explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that in general the 
community and the LRC are in support of the project., as there have been many 
proposals over the years that went nowhere. He states that the applicant has made 
some changes and he wants to be clear about what the LRC is in support of. He 
addresses the drawings as well as the brick selection. He states that the LRC was in 
support of the previously-proposed red brick. He suggests that the application be 
tabled while the final details are ironed out. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She acknowledges 
for the record the email received from the LRC. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

5. Ms. Varrasso explains the choice of brick. 

6. Ms. Quinn states that the building has been reviewed by the HRC before, and the 
same discussion was had about the brick color. She states that the difficulty of 
getting this brick color may be why the LRC was in support of red brick. 

7. Ms. Aguirre commends the applicant on saving this building. She agrees with the 
LRC on the drawings, and states that the brick seems to be the main question. She 
agrees with the LRC that there should be a uniform color. 

8. Mr. Falcone states that he would like to see more information on how the building 
will look, although he is sensitive to the emergency situation and wants to see if 
something can be approved right away to resolve that. 

9. Mr. Hill agrees. He asks Mr. Green if PLI has any additional information on the 



structural issues. 

10. Ms. Aguirre states that they will probably like to see renderings showing how the 
building will look in context as well as the color of the brick. She asks the LRC 
letter to be shared onscreen as it has additional context photos. 

11. Mr. Hill asks if there is anything intermediate that can be done for stabilization. 

12. Mr. Green shares the structural report that was submitted to PLI. He asks if the 
brick veneer can be removed pending final approval. 

13. Ms. Varrasso states that they explored that solution, but the brick will need to be 
replaced as it is removed. 

14. Ms. Loysen states that they will need to look at approving a consistent joint size as 
well as brick type. 

15. Mr. Falcone states that he feels red brick is inappropriate, and he would just like 
more information on the replacement brick and overall appearance. He states that 
he would be in favor of providing a partial approval for stabilization. 

16. Ms. Aguirre summarizes that they can approve work needed for stability, and ask 
for renderings showing the actual look of the brick and mortar next to adjacent 
properties, as well as check on other available brick options that might have a 
more uniform look. 

17. The Commission discusses the application. 

18. Ms. Quinn offers to work with the applicant to find appropriate brick at the 
brickyard, if the Commission approves everything else. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to approve the renovations as presented with the exception of 
the selection of masonry, and applicant should work with staff to find brick to 
match the color and texture of the existing masonry as closely as possible. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Dash stepped 
away and did not vote. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
2204 E. Carson Street 

                                                                     
East Carson Street Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Tom Higgins 
HH Ventures Group 
2204 E. Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

 
Ward:  16th 
 
Lot and Block:  12-L-3 
 

 
Applicant: 
Jordon Rooney 
Built Different 
2204 E Carson Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15203 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 3rd 
 
Application Received:  11/22/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Remedy for after-the-fact painting of storefront. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jordon Rooney speaks as the owner of the business. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment. 

3. Mr. Bob Russ speaks on behalf of the LRC. He states that the storefront had been 
previously painted, and most recently it was all painted black. He states that the 
applicant has been very diligent in working with them and providing different 
options. The LRC would like to see the elements of the storefront painted in a 
more historic palette, with the exception of the signboard, which they feel can 
remain, and the door, which they feel can be painted a bright solid color. He states 
that in the past the neighborhood has consistently objected to storefronts being 
painted with murals or artwork with no differentiation between the elements of the 
storefront. 

4. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She acknowledges 
for the record the email received from the LRC. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She agrees with the LRC’s suggestions for 
repainting. 

5. The Commission discusses the paint scheme. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve option 1, with the door to be the red color. 

2. Ms. Loysen proposes to amend the motion to remove the graphics from the 
signboard. 

3. The Commission discusses the signboard with the applicant. 

4. Mr. Hill does not accept the amendment. 



5. Mr. Green seconds. 

6. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Falcone, Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, Mr. Green, Mr. Dash, 
and Ms. Aguirre are in favor and Ms. Loysen is opposed. Motion carries.  

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1210 Palo Alto Street 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Mike & Dawn Lobick 
1210 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-151 
 

 

Applicant: 
John Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/21/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a new entrance and installation of new windows 
and doors. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. She asks if the work will only be in 
the rear. 

3. Mr. Francona says yes. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1227 Palo Alto Street 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Rebecca Grazier & William Peirson 
1227 Palo Alto Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-115 

 

Applicant: 
John Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/21/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of a new garage and rooftop deck. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Hill moves to approve as submitted. 

2. Ms. Loysen seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1242 Resaca Place 

                                                                     
Mexican War Streets Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Devline Inc. 
404 W. North Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-73 

 

Applicant: 
John Francona 
1234 Resaca Place 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  2/21/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Construction of new rear deck with stairway and removal of 
chimneys. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. John Francona speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. She states that she thinks 
everything looks great except for the removal of the chimneys, which she would 
like to see kept. 

3. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that in the past, the HRC has been consistent about 
requiring chimneys to be kept. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application with the conditions that the 
chimneys be kept and restored and not removed. 

2. Mr. Hill seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries.  

4. The hearing is adjourned for a 10 minute break. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1600 Buena Vista Street 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Barbara Morton 
1600 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-E-203 

 

Applicant: 
Barbara Morton 
1600 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  9/9/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   After-the-fact replacement of front steps. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Barbara Morton speaks as the owner of the property. She explains the 
treatment of the steps and installation of new railings in place of her old ones that 
were stolen. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She states that with the treatment that was 
applied, the steps look much better, and she is glad that the applicant is able to use 
the steps more safely. She states that it is a shame the old railing was stolen, but it 
may not have worked with the new steps anyway, and the new railing is similar to 
other in the neighborhood. She states that the steps shouldn’t have been replaced 
without approval, but in this situation they may allow it. 

3. Ms. Morton apologizes and states that she would have obtained approval first if 
she had known, and she states that she appreciates the Commission hearing her 
case again. 

4. Mr. Falcone agrees that the steps look great and appreciates the applicant working 
with them. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional comments. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the application as submitted. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1705 Buena Vista Street 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
James Ward 
1705 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-E-335 

 

Applicant: 
James Ward 
1705 Buena Vista Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  8/11/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Request for approval of after-the-fact painting of slate dormer. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. James Ward speaks as the owner of the property. He goes through the 
research that he has done on the slate since the last hearing and presents the 
evidence that he found showing the slate had previously been painted and what the 
colors and pattern may have been. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. She states that she is thankful to the applicant for 
the level of detail and analysis that was done. 

3. Ms. Quinn agrees. 

4. Mr. Falcone agrees and states that Victorians did not shy away from color and 
pattern, and states that the research is exceptional including finding another 
example in the neighborhood. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that in general slate should not be painted, but in this case, and 
given the circumstances, she feels that the best possible outcome was to learn 
more about the nature of the slate and previous treatment. 

6. Ms. Loysen states that she does not have an issue with the color or pattern, but 
states that the old paint was still breathable, where as new paint is not. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that she agrees in cases where the slate is still untreated, but in 
this case they can’t change what was done and just need to look for a way forward. 

8. Mr. Ward states that the linseed oil paint would not have been breathable, 
although it would have still had cracks and crevices in between, which are causing 
water issues now. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the proposed changes with the caveat that final 
documentation be submitted to staff. 



2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Dash, Mr. Green, Mr. Falcone, Mr. Hill, Mr. Snipe, 
and Ms. Aguirre are in favor and Ms. Loysen abstains. Motion carries. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
1511 Garfield Avenue 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Daniel Hosier & Deborah Israel 
1511 Garfield Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

 
Ward:  25th 
 
Lot and Block:  23-E-230 
 

 

Applicant: 
Vincent A. Finizio 
181 Goldsmith Road 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15237 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  2/22/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Installation of wooden screening for garage roof deck. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Vincent Finizio speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Deborah Israel speaks as the owner of the property and gives additional details 
on the project. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for additional public comment; there is none. She asks for 
comments and questions from Commissioners. 

4. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Dash moves to approve. 

2. Mr. Snipe seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. 

4. Mr. Snipe exits the hearing. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – April 6, 2022 

 
114 W. North Avenue 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
United Methodist Church Union 
971 Beech Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15233 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-418 

 

Applicant: 
Maggie Connor 
1/1 Studio 
1411 Arch Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  10/15/21 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Demolition of existing church building and new construction. 

Discussion: 

1. Ms. Maggie Connnor speaks as the architect for the project. She also introduces 
her colleague Mr. Don Kaliszewski. She goes through the updated presentation. 

2. Mr. Don Kaliszewski goes through the updated plans and elevations. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

4. Mr. Falcone states that the project looks great and appreciates the team 
incorporating the Commission’s feedback. 
 

5. Ms. Aguirre agrees and appreciates the options for the tower. She states that she 
thinks option 2 would be a good solution. 
 

6. Mr. Green agrees with the other comments and thinks the project is in a good 
place. 
 

7. Ms. Aguirre thinks the Commission can provide some type of approval today, with 
final documents including color renderings to be submitted. 
 

8. Ms. Loysen states that she has to step away and will abstain. 
 

9. Ms. Aguirre confirms that a quorum is still present. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Falcone moves to approve the demolition and new construction. 

2. Mr. Dash amends the motion to include submission to staff of final materials. 



3. Mr. Falcone accepts the amendment. 

4. Mr. Dash seconds. 

5. Ms. Aguirre asks if they want to see the final materials back before Commission. 

6. Mr. Hill states that he would like them to be emailed to the Commissioners. 

7. Ms. Aguirre agrees, and staff can let them know if there are any concerns. 

8. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; Mr. Dash, Mr. Falcone, Mr. Hill, Mr. Green, and Ms. 
Aguirre are in favor and Ms. Loysen abstains. Motion carries. Mr. Snipe was not 
present and did not vote. 
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706-708 Cedar Avenue 

                                                                     
Deutschtown Historic District 

 

Owner:  
Matt Hicks 
706 Cedar Avenue 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15212 

 
Ward:  23rd 
 
Lot and Block:  723-S-239 

 

Applicant: 
Jeff Michelson 
Desmone 
3400 Butler Street 
Pittsburgh, Pa 15201 
 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 1st 
 
Application Received:  3/16/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Demolition and construction of new houses with facades to 
match existing. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Jeff Michelson speaks as the architect for the project. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. Mr. Green asks if the roofs are currently open. 

4. Mr. Michelson states that he is not sure if the roofs are still whole, as he has not 
been able to go up to the top floor partially due to safety concerns. He states that 
the rear additions have collapsed at this point. 

5. Ms. Aguirre states that she appreciates reviewing the demolition along with the 
replacement new construction. She states that she is sad to see the structures 
continue to decay over the last few years. 

6. Mr. Green states that the abandonment and deferred maintenance has been an 
issue, and the poor condition of the roof and interior aren’t necessarily apparent 
from the front. He notes some questionable construction shown in the photos as 
well. 

7. Ms. Aguirre states that even though it saddens her that the structures haven’t been 
maintained, the better option at this point may be to replace them to keep the 
integrity of the block intact. 

8. Mr. Dash states that the issues have been going on longer than just the five years 
that the owner has owned the property, and that this is a more complete package 
than what they have seen on other demolitions. 

9. Mr. Falcone notes that the facades of buildings in this district are often newer than 
the buildings behind them, as the buildings were modernized over time. He would 



like to get a better understanding of the rear of the properties, as the 
reconstruction is very modern. He would also like more information on the 
garages and the brick that is being used on the garages and building. 

10. Mr. Michelson states that they have not selected a brick yet, and will continue to 
work with the HRC on final materials. 

11. Mr. Falcone asks about the timeframe for new construction. 

12. Mr. Michelson states that they would be looking to get started as soon as possible. 

13. Mr. Green addresses building code issues. He asks the other Commissioners if they 
would like to see documentation before demolition takes place. 

14. Ms. Aguirre suggests tabling the application, so that the applicant can document 
the property while the final construction documents are being prepared. 

15. Ms. Quinn suggests that the applicant prepare a salvage plan, which would include 
photographing the building, identifying pieces that are to be saved and how they 
will be stored. She states that for federal compliance a report like that is sometimes 
required. 

16. Mr. Michelson states that there are no features left to salvage, with the possible 
exception of the roofing tile. 

17. Mr. Falcone states that documentation is great, and historic value may come from 
excavation as well, and the applicant may want to develop a plan to document that. 
He states that he would still like more information on the rear, and he would 
suggest that the sloped-roof garage be altered as well. He states that Hardie board 
has been approved for the rears of properties, but he would like to look at the 
fenestration and that the alleyway façade is also in keeping with the neighborhood, 
especially if the footprints of the buildings are being expanded. 

18. Mr. Michelson states that the rears were designed to be more simplistic and in 
keeping with what was approved on 710 and 712 Cedar. 

19. Mr. Dash agrees that the application can be tabled for more information. 

20. Mr. Hill agrees. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Dash moves to table the application for 30 days. 

2. Mr. Green seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Snipe is not 
present and did not vote. 

4. Ms. Quinn states that staff can follow up with what is needed. She suggests more 
photos of the poor condition of the property. 
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1405 Arch Street 

                                                                     
MWS Historic District Expansion 

 

Owner:  
Alexander Hebert 
1022 Brintell Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

 
Ward:  22nd 
 
Lot and Block:  23-K-311 

 

Applicant: 
Alexander Hebert 
1022 Brintell Street  
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

Inspector:   
 
Council District: 6th 
 
Application Received:  3/15/22 
 

National Register Status: Listed: X Eligible:  

Proposed Changes:   Demolition of rear porch and renovations to house. 

Discussion: 

1. Mr. Alexander Hebert speaks as the owner of the property. He explains the project 
and goes through the presentation. 

2. Ms. Aguirre asks for public comment; there is none. She asks for comments and 
questions from Commissioners. 

3. The Commission discusses the application. 

 Motion: 

1. Mr. Green moves to approve the removal of the rear porch addition as submitted 
on the condition that additional documentation be provided to staff to confirm the 
elements that are being removed. 

2. Mr. Falcone seconds. 

3. Ms. Aguirre asks for a vote; all are in favor and motion carries. Mr. Snipe and Ms. 
Loysen are not present and did not vote. 

 



Pittsburgh HRC – May 2022 

Certificates of Appropriateness Report – April 2022  
Staff 

Approval 
C of A 

Number 
Date 

Issued 
 

Application Address 
Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-042 8-Apr-22 6200 Stanton Avenue Individual 

In-kind replacement of existing 

playground 

S 22-043 8-Apr-22 1217 Buena Vista Street 

Mexican War 

Streets 

In-kind replacement of one 

window 

S 22-044 8-Apr-22 10 Childrens Way Individual 

In-kind replacement of 

elements on kinetic facades 

C 22-045 8-Apr-22 1210 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

Storefront renovations and 

signage 

C 22-046 8-Apr-22 2204 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street 

Remedy for after-the-fact 

painting of storefront 

C 22-047 8-Apr-22 1210 Palo Alto Street 

Mexican War 

Streets 

Construction of new entrance 

and installation of new 

windows and doors 

C 22-048 8-Apr-22 1227 Palo Alto Street 

Mexican War 

Streets 

Construction of new garage 

and rooftop deck 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

C 22-049 8-Apr-22 1242 Resaca Place 

Mexican War 

Streets 

Construction of new rear deck 

with stairway and removal of 

chimneys 

S 22-050 11-Apr-22 605 Avery Street Deutschtown Repainting of trim 

C 22-051 11-Apr-22 1511 Garfield Avenue 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

Installation of wooden 

screening for garage roof deck 

C 22-052 11-Apr-22 1405 Arch Street 

Mexican War 

Streets Expansion 

Demolition of rear porch and 

building renovations 

C 22-053 11-Apr-22 1227 Monterey Street 

Mexican War 

Streets In-kind window replacement 

C 22-054 14-Apr-22 1500 Bingham Street 

East Carson 

Street 

Building renovations including 

new windows, doors, and 

masonry 

S 22-055 21-Apr-22 4905 Fifth Avenue Individual In-kind building renovations 



Staff 
Approval 

C of A 
Number 

Date 
Issued 

 
Application Address 

Historic 
District 

 
Work Approved 

S 22-056 25-Apr-22 2009 E Carson Street 

East Carson 

Street Signage 

S 22-057 25-Apr-22 1020 Bingham Street 

East Carson 

Street In-kind façade renovations 

S 22-058 25-Apr-22 100 Fifth Avenue Market Square 

Installation of rooftop 

antennae and equipment 

S 22-059 25-Apr-22 921 Penn Avenue Penn-Liberty 

Installation of rooftop 

antennae and equipment 
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